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PREFACE. 



Marco Polo' has been long regarded as at once 
the earliest and most distinguished of European 
travellers. He surpassed every other in the extent 
of the unknown regions which he visited, as well as 
in the amount of new and important information 
collected, having traversed Asia from one extrem- 
ity to the other, including the elevated central re- 
gions, and those interior provinces of China from 
which foreigners have since been rigidly excluded. 
" He has,*' says Ritter, " been frequently called the 
Herodotus of the Middle Ages, and he has a just 
claim to that title. If the name of a discoverer of 
Asia were to be assigned to any person, nobody 
would better deserve it.*' The description of the 
Chinese court and empire, and of the adjacent coun- 
tries, under the most powerful of the Asiatic dy- 
nasties, forms a grand historical picture not exhib- 
ited in any other record. His return along the 
southern coasts of the Continent abounds also in 
curious and novel observations. Doubts, it is weU 
known, were at first raised respecting the accuracy 
of his statements ; but they are now fully proved to 
have arisen solely from the fact that his discoveries 
far transcended the knowledge of his age. In pro- 
poHion as those distant regions became known, bi« 
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IV PREFACE. 

reports received confirmation ; and eminent travel- 
lers of recent date have added strong testimonies to 
his veracity. 

The value of his narrative being thus acknowl- 
edged, it may seem surprising that no edition of it, 
in a form generally accessible to the British public, 
has ever appeared. It exists only in voluminons 
collections, and in the ponderous though interestiag 
work of Mr. Marsden. With a view to supply this 
defect, the present publication was undertaken. 

In the prosecution of this task, it soon appeared 
that there was room for much more than a mere re- 
print ; and access has been obtained to important 
materials unknown to Mr. Marsden, or any former 
British editor. The two versions recently edited 
by the French Society of Geography, and the early 
Italian ones by Count Baldelli Boni, are undoubted- 
ly at once more copious and genuine than any be- 
fore published. They prove that various difficul- 
ties, which embarrassed Mr. Marsden and shook the 
traveller's authority, arose only from the corrupted 
state of later copies. "They contain also a consid- 
erable number of additional chapters and passages. 
By carefully collating them with early editions and 
accredited manuscripts in the British Museum, it is 
hoped that a purer and more complete text has now 
been produced than any that has hitherto appeared 
in our language. 

To -enable the reader to foljiow satisfactorily the 
route of the author and the scope of his narrative, 
notes and illustrations of considerable extent have 
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been introdaced. Time has effected rach mighty 
changres on the names and aspect of those regions, 
at best imperfectly known, that much research was 
requisite to ascertain the countries actually visited, 
and prove the accuracy with which they are descri- 
bed. The editor readily acknowledges his obliga- 
tion to the ample materials collected for this pur- 
pose by Marsden and Boni. He has, however, in 
many cases deemed it necessary to refer to original 
sources in order to correct or illustrate both these 
learned writers. Since the date of their publica- 
tions, too, narratives by eminent travellers, Hum- 
boldt, Bumes, Wood, Wellsted, and others, have af- 
forded new means of elucidating the text and con- 
firming its authenticity. The series of chapters re- 
cently printed by^he French Society, being un^ 
known to Mr. Marsden, could not receive his anno- 
tations ; but the editor hopes that, by a collation 
with Haithon, De Guignes, Malcolm, Price, and oth- 
er historians, he has proved their agreement with 
the best Oriental authorities. 

Previous to Polo's travels, successive embassies 
had been sent to the several princes of the Mongol 
race then reigning in Centrdl Asia. As their nar- 
ratives illustrate those of our traveller, a copious 
abstract of them is prefixed, in which aid has been 
derived from the versions lately edited by the French 
Society, and the learned commentary of M. D'Ave- 
zac. This introduction, taken in connexion with 
the text and notes of Marco, will be found to include 
a complete historical view of the dynasty of Gengis 
A9 
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VI PREFACE. 

Khan, the most powerful that ever ruled in the 
East. 

A prelhninary account is given of the several 
manuscripts and early editions, from the examina- 
tion of which the present text has been composed, 
comprehending an estimate of their respective mer- 
its ; a task which their great number and wide va- 
riations have rendered by no means easy. Another 
is prefixed, exhibiting the grounds upon which the 
authenticity of our adventurer's narrative is estab- 
lished ; and it is hoped that some additional proofs 
have been thereby supplied, and not a few difficul- 
ties removed. 

A map of Central Asia has been constructed on 
a scale suited to the work, with a view to illustrate 
the routes both of the early embassies and of Mar- 
co Polo, and great care has been taken to render 
it as accurate as the somewhat uncertain materials 
would admit. One of China has also been inserted, 
to enable the reader to follow the traveller through 
that extensive empire. 

Edimbvbob, AprHj 1844. 
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—Arrangement of the Work. 

Before entering on the work of our distinguished tra- 
veller, there are certain preliminaries which mast ba 
adjusted, in order that the reader may derive due satis- 
faction from the perusal. These arise chiefly from the 
period at which the expedition was performed, and tho 
circumstances under which the narrative was published. 
When Marco returned from the East, Europe was sunk 
in profound ignorance, and most of the regions which he 
had traversed were wholly unknown : hence doubts of 
the authenticity of his statements arose, and had long an 
extensive prevalence. It must therefore be desirable, in 
the first instance, to state the grounds upon which these 
have been refuted, and the fidelity of his report fuUy es- 
tablished. 

Another circumstance requiring attention is, that the 
editions, multiplied in an illiterate age when printing v/as 
vnknown, vary remarkably firom one another, and are in 
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12 AUTHENTICITY 07 THE WORK. 

many cases extremely corrupted. It will therefore be 
expedient to submit to the reader the authorities upon 
which the present text has been established, the differ- 
ent versions consulted, together with an estimate of the 
Talne which has been assigned to each. 

In every narrative of travels, authenticity is an essen- 
tial quality, without which it must be altogether worth- 
less. However striking or amusing, it can otherwise be 
only a romance, and as such tarnished by the attempt to 
present it under an historical character. He who tra- 
verses regions totally unknown to the men for whom he 
writes, has the power of imposing upon them the belief 
of wonders, without the danger of detection : and the 
pleasure of thus exciting surprise has doubtless tempted 
some to abuse what has even been termed a traveller's 
privilege. On the other hand, he is placed in a very 
painful situation, when his countrymen or readers choose 
to disbelieve his most veracious statements. He has no 
evidence to produce in their support ; he can only reiter- 
ate assurances, exposed to the mortification of perceiv- 
ing that they are slightly regarded. There is a species 
of pride in the supposed detection of fraud, which biases 
many in flavour of scepticism. Of the two errors, we be- 
lieve this the more frequent, so that an unjust stain still 
rests on the name of many eminent explorers. 

There is no traveller, with regard to whom this con- 
troversy has been more largely agitated, than he whose 
work is now edited. The vastness and distance of the 
regions described, and the ignorance of Europe during so 
many ages respecting them, would have enabled him to 
hazard the boldest assertions ; whilb, if doubts should 
^ have arisen, there were no means by which they could he 
* removed. The sceptical party appears for some time to 
have predominated, both among the learned and the mul- 
titude. For the entertainment of the latter, it is said to 
have been common to introduce on the stage a person- 
age under the name of Polo, who amused the audience 
by relating the most ridiculous and extravagant fictions. 
By the former, according to Miiller, the narrative was 
classed with the Dialogues of Lucian and the Voyages of 
Pytheas, of which Strabo says, that if they had been writ- 
ten by Mercury Imnself, he would not have believed 
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AUTHENTICITY OP THE WOBK. 13 

them. Even in regard to the navigator now mentioned, 
we are convinced that he was treated with simiJar injus- 
tice, and that his survey of the British coasts, even to 
their northern extremity, included discoveries equally 
rsal and important. 

We are inclined to think that this dishelief was much 
less prevalent during the life and age of Polo himself. 
Pipino, who then published his Latin edition, merely ex- 
presses an apprehension lest the many uncommon par- 
ticulars related by him should appear incredible to the in- 
experienced reader. He refers to the high character 
borne by Marco and his father, both then alive, adding 
that his uncle, also a worthy and pious man, had on his 
deathbed solemnly declared to his confesser the truth of 
every thing related by his nephew. Indeed, as we shall 
have opportunities of more fully observing, the steps of 
the traveller were, during the early part of the fourteenth 
century, followed by a considerable number both of mer- 
chants and churchmen ; an archbishopric was even found- 
ed at Kambalu or Pe-king. The princes of the great 
conquering dynasty founded by Gengis, by no means 
cherished the exclusive spirit usual in Asiatic monar- 
chies, and above all in China. They were, on the con- 
trary, fond of inviting to their court foreigners of all de- 
scriptions ; and their religious views, li^ral almost in 
extreme, led them to favour alike the professors of every 
creed. A complete change in these several respects en- 
sued before the close of the century. The Tartars were 
driven out of China by a native race, who re-established 
the wonted barriers by which that empire has been so 
jealously guarded. The Mongol princes in Western Asia 
became converts to Mohammedanism, and concurred with 
the Turkish sovereigns in hostile exclusion of every thing 
that bore the Christian name. Europe was thus in a 
great measure denied intercourse with the East; her 
merchants, able only with some danger to carry on trade 
in the ports of the Levant and Black Sea, were excluded 
from all the interior regions of Asia. Even the narra- 
tives of the missionaries, having never been translated 
from the original Latin nor become objects of popular 
reading, were no longer in view. All the knowledge of 
those distant regions came to be considered as resting 
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^ 14 AUTHENTICITY OF THE WORK. 

exclusively on the testimony of Polo, an assertion made 
even by well-informed writers of that age. As his work 
contained many particulars very dissimilar to any wit- 
nessed by ihf^ European nations, whose minds had not 
been enlarged by commercial and maritime intercourse, 
it cannot be surprising that an extensive scepticism as to 
the truth of his statements should at that period have 
prevailed. 

A new scene opened as soon as the Portuguese, with 
daring enterprise* had rounded the Cape, and speedily 
made their way to the remotest boundaries of Eastern 
Asia ; for it could no longer be doubted, that kingdoms, 
great, powerful, and wealthy, existed in the very position 
which Marco had assigned. Difficulties were felt as to 
the details, particularly arising from the fact that the trav- 
eller, resident in a Tartar court, had given the names 
used in that country to all Chinese cities, while the na- 
tive ones had since been restored. Hence only a quali- 
fied praise is given even by eminent geographers: yet 
the rising esteem of the public is marked by the insertion 
of the narrative in the collections of Grynaeus, Ramusio, 
Purchas, and others formed in the course of the sixteenth 
century. Martini, who spent many years in China, and 
first published a detailed description of that empire, de- 
clared himself openly in Marco*s favour; and since that 
time, his character has continually risen with the pro- 
gress of oriental knowledge. Very recent travellers, who 
have ascended into the least accessible heights of the 
Asiatic continent, express surprise at the striking coin- 
cidence of their observations with those made five hun- 
dred years before by this renowned explorer. 

With the information which we now possess, it is no 
longer possible to doubt the actual performance of the 
journey, and the general correctness of the narrative and 
descriptions. We may remark that there was no prior 
source whence Marco could have copied, or derived even 
the smallest assistance ; for, besides that he probably was 
not a classical scholar, the mention of the Seres and the 
Sinae in Ptolemy, Pliny, and other ancient writers, was 
much too slight and vague to have afforded a basis on 
which to erect a fiction. We are persuaded he never heard 
tboM names, or ai^uredly did not recognise their identity 
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AUTHENTICITY OF THB WORK. 15 

with the countries throagh which he traveUed. The Vene- 
tians and Genoese had ketones on the eastern coasts of 
the Mediterranean, and even on the Black Sea ; bot 
there is not the slightest tradition that they had advanced 
into the more interior countries of Asia. The monkish 
ambassadors, Carpini and Robniquis, had, we shall see, 
penetrated to a great extent eastwards ; hut as they pro- 
ceeded in a more northerly Hne than that which he fol- 
lowed, they could not have afforded any material help ; 
and indeed we are persuaded that, in an age of such im- 
perfect communication, they never came under his view. 
Not only does he never make the slightest allusion to 
them, but on those occasions where his subject coincides 
with theirs, he handles it indeed with the correspondence 
natural in true accounts of the same thing, yet with vari- 
ations proving his observations to be distinct and inde- 
pendent. 

Having thus ascertained that our traveller had no prior 
source of information, we have only to consider the ex- 
treme accuracy of the outline he has drawn of those vast 
regions over which he journeyed. All the leading fea- 
tures of the Chinese empire, then altogether unknown, 
are faithfully exhibited. Its two main streams, the Ho- 
ang-ho and Yang-tse-kiang, are shown both in the upper 
and lower part of their course, and in the latter as crossed 
by the line of the Great Canal. The principal eastern, 
and the whole of the western provinces, with the adjacent 
countries of Thibet and Bengal, are exhibited in their 
proper order and position. The large cities of Pe-king, 
Nan -king, Hang-tcheou-fou, Ning-po, Amoy, with many 
others, are delineated, some of them under Tartar names, 
but clearly marked out by site and description. The very 
peculiar condition of the empire at this era, newly over- 
run by a successful Tartar invasion, its native dynasty 
being nearly extinguished, accords well with oriental his- 
tory. In regard to the journey out, without noticing Per- 
sia, which could not be wholly unknown in Europe, we 
find the mountainous and pastoral region and the rich 
gems of Badakshan, the immensely elevated table- land of 
Pamier, the cities of Cashgar, Yarkund, and Khoten, the 
wide and dreary expanse of the great desert, all faithfully 
described, which could in that age have been done only 
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16 AUTHENTICITY 07 THE WORK. 

by one who had personally visited them. In his return 
through the eastern seas, he makes the first mention of 
Japan, and of the expedition undertaken against it by Ka< 
blai, the actual occurrence of which is confirmed by Chi« 
neae authorities. In his passage through the archipel- 
ago, indeed, some difilculties occur, which we shall find 
reason for imputing to the errors of transcribers. Yet 
the great number and variety of these islands, the period- 
ical voyages performed thither during the monsoon, their 
peculiar products of gold, rich spices, and odoriferous 
woods, are entirely accordant with modern experience. 
In Sumatra, though the order and names of the kingdoms 
be changed, we recognise its peculiar productions and oh* 
jects ; the camphor, sago, and palm-toddy, as well as the 
ferocity and cannibal propensities of the people of the inte- 
rior. India need not be dwelt upon, being probably even 
then somewhat known, though there is no likelihood that 
he could have found materials for his accurate delineation 
of its coasts. In Eastern Africa he obtained information 
farther to the south than any of the ancient Alexandrine 
geographers, and has for the first time mentioned Mada^ 
gascar. This part of his work, however, being given up- 
on the information of Arab pilots, is in some respects con- 
iiised and exaggerated. 

On these grounds it has for some time been scarcely 
disputed, that Marco did travel over the East, and has 
given a correct outline of its various regions. It has still, 
however, been alleged that in the details he has used to 
excess the privilege of a traveller, and yielded to a spirit 
of romance and exaggeration. His narrative, it is true, 
shows him not insensible to pride in the wonders which 
be was unfolding to the nations of the west ; nor can it 
be denied that he has introduced some statements from 
which our belief must be withheld. A candid examinar 
tion, however, wiU, we imagine, prove that he made them 
with perfectly gooid faith, and only shared that spirit of 
credulity which was then general over the world, and 
particularly throughout the East. 

The reader cannot fail to be struck by the miraculous 
legends which are related with the most unhesitating be- 
lief These were, however, completely accredited in that 
age, and Marco, as a faitUiil son of the church, which he 
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folly professed to be, could not refuse his assent to them. 
Mr. Marsden remarks, that this was nearly the period of 
the miraculous transportation of the holy house from Je- 
rusalem to Loretto, where it became the most frequented 
of the popular shrines. The fancy of the eastern Chris- 
tians appears to have been at least as warm and as un- 
scrupulous. Yet, however implicit the credence of our 
traveller in these legends, he proves his good faith by 
never pretending to have been an eye-witness, or even to 
have come near to the time and place of their occurrence. 
In this respect he agrees with Oderic of Portenau, while 
our countryman Sir John Mandevilie professes to have 
witnessed with his own eyes every marvellous object 
which he reports. The moving of the mountain near 
Bagdad by the prayer of a pious shoemaker, is referred to 
a date nearly fiily years previous to his wanderings ; nor 
does it olearly appear that he ever visited that capital. 
The journey of the three magi, and the perpetual fire kin- 
dled by the sacred box thrown into a well, belong evidently 
to a still more distant era. He may be thought indeed to 
intimate that he saw not only their tombs but their per- 
sons in a state of partial preservation ; yet this merely 
implies that three figures, probably chiefs of ancient note, 
were exhibited in this half-embalmed state. Again, the 
miraculous elevation of the pillar in the church of Sam- 
arcand is a mere hearsay statement ; for we think it evi- 
dent that he never was in that city, but collected his in- 
formation at Cashgar, three hundred miles distant. It 
was, moreover, a perplexing article in the creed of the 
middle ages, that besides the itiiracles of which the church 
required the belief, others of a most awful kind might be 
performed by the agency of magicians, evil spirits, and 
demons. Nay, this apprehension continued to prevail 
among the Romish missionaries even in the seventeenth 
century ; and wheu encountered by the fraudulent won- 
ders of a pagan priesthood, they durst not disown their 
existence, but merely hoped to overpower them by a great- 
er agency. Hence the skilful impostures, practised by 
the professors of the Boodhist superstition, were viewed 
by Marco as real acts of diabolical power. The most cu- 
rious is that of the cups represented as rising spontane- 
ously from the floor, and placing themselves before the 
B2 
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emperor. This being stated as occurring at crowded fea- 
tivals, seems to imply that the traveller either witnessed 
the event personally, or learned it from respectable au- 
thority. Mechanical skill, in fact, was adequate to such 
a contrivance, and was probably tasked in order to over- 
awe the monarch, and secure his favour. Fortunately, 
on other occasions, the author, attaching an idea of guilt 
to the very mention of such unhallowed displays, passes 
them over with a very hasty notice. 

The statement, perhaps, which excited most amaze- 
ment and doubt at the era of publication, was that which 
respected the numbers of the people and dimensions of 
their cities. The extent, magnificence, and population 
of Quin-sai, the armies and revenues of the great khan, 
were supposed to pass all the limits of credibility. China 
having already reached nearly the same height of great- 
ness and civilization as now, while Europe was still in 
its infancy, every object in comparison was on an aston- 
ishingly grander scale; The greatest monarch in the 
"West, it is probable, had then scarcely a revenue of a 
million sterling. The estimate of Du Halde, formed seem- 
ingly on solid grounds, makes that of China £66,000,000. 
The simplest statement of facts would thus have appear- 
ed to European readers amazing and incredible. Nor is 
it denied that there wasalso sctme considerable exagge- 
ration. Numbers, ;^l|^qrrspMaa before the eye, and pass- 
ing the means of computation, act strongly on the fancy, 
and excite an impassioned wonder, which leads to ex- 
tremes. It would not be difficult to prove that in all the 
histories of the middle ages, especially of the East, the 
armies and other assemblages are greatly overrated. 
Those engaged at the battle of Bovines are commonly 
stated at 150,000, yet Sismondi, by the application of a 
rigorous criticism, has reduced them to 15,000 ; and we 
are persuaded he might have applied a similar scale to 
other statements equally accredited. Who can believe 
that in the first crusade 700,000 men could even attempt, 
without stores or magazines, to march through Eastern 
Europe, — a region then imperfectly cultivated 1 The es- 
timates of Sir Alexander Burnes respecting Bokhara and 
the adjacent regions, show that Timur could never have 
drawn from them those immense hosts vnth which he is 
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fepresented as invading the Turkish dominion. We might 
probably .criticise on a similar ground the boasted arma- 
ments of Darius and Xerxes. It is only in very modem 
times that the arrangements for census and mustervhave 
been carried to such perfection, that we can place any 
precise dependence on their results. Now, Marco did not 
and could not pretend to have himself counted over those 
immense numbers. He stated them as derived from of- 
ficial documents, where there were motives of interest 
and vanity to swell the amount. The principal, in the 
case of Quin-sai, is a letter from the fallen queen to the 
conqueror, written to induce him to spare that mighty 
capital The traveller indeed expresses his own opinion 
of its correctness, but evidently founded on a vague sur- 
vey, while dazzled by its vast magnitude. We shall, 
moreoverj find occasion to observe, that, in the various 
copies of the manuscript, numbers have been strangely 
corrupted ; the amount has even, by the addition of a sin- 
gle figure, been multiplied ten times. Thus, a particular 
distance in Arabia is^made in different editions, fiMir, for- 
ty, and even four hundred miles. 

There are other marvels from which our traveller has 
mcurred reproach. His reputation has been particularly 
damaged by the rukh of Madagascar, a bird to which gi- 
gantic proportions are certainly assigned. Here, howev- 
er, he was describing an object 2000 miles out of his 
course, and on the information of Arab pilots, whom he 
must have taken on board at Sumatra. Their warm east- 
ern fancy had been excited by the mention of such a 
marvellous bird in their favourite work of the Arabiaa 
Nights, with which the albatross, or the African condor, 
might be identified. There is a great variation respect- 
ing the number of paces into which the wings expand, 
and the most marvellous particular of the feather ninety 
spans long, is found only in the later versions, where we 
have no doubt it has been interpolated by another hand. 
He is reproached also with the account he gives of the 
mode of procuring diamonds, by eagles picking them up 
when attached to pieces of meat. This too will appear 
to be a hearsay account, referable to the same sage au- 
thorities, whose imagination was fed from the like roman- 
tic source. Indeed, Count Baldelli Boni has lately found 
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the statement in a scientific Tarkish work, thus Miy 
proving its prevalence in the East, and clearing Marco of 
any concern in its fabrication. 

He stands charged, moreover, with sins of omissidn, 
as not mentioning remarkable objects which ought to 
have presented themselves to his observation. Mr. Mar&- 
den considers the most serious of these to be his silence 
respecting the Great Wall, and inclines to think that a 
passage descriptive of it must have dropt out in the pro- 
cess of copying. We cannot think this probable, espe- 
cially after the early and numerous editions that have 
lately appeared. We expect to prove that the emperor's 
spring-huntings did not, as the English annotator sup- 
poses, extend into Tartary ; but his summer palace of 
Shang-tu certainly lay beyond the wall ; and Marco prob- 
ably at some time accompanied him thither. This great 
barrier had doubtless been erected centuries before, but 
by no means in the same substantial shape as at present. 
For several ages after the entrance of the Tartars, being 
of no political value, it was probably allowed to go to de- 
cay, and perhaps even demolished where a thoroughfare 
was desirable. It was by the Yuen dynasty, after the 
expulsion of those conquerors, that it was restored, and 
brought to its present perfection. 

Mr. Marsden notices the absence of any mention of tea, 
the use of which had been fully established. We shall 
find, however, that the traveller had little social inter- 
course with the Chinese, but almost exclusively with the 
Tartars, whose habits and ideas were wholly difiTerent. 
I am convinced, too, that the ** wine of spices,** repeat- 
edly mentioned^ at least included tea. The term spice 
will be found to have had a much more comprehensive 
meaning than at present, extending even to sugar ; and 
we are not aware that the Chinese spirits are flavour- 
ed with any 4tromatic ingredient. The " country wine, 
constantly made fresh,'* is manifestly tea. 

Even those, however, who admit the prevailing honesty 
and correctness of the author's observations, still chaiiga 
his itinerary statements as rambling, incoherent, and often 
erroneous. Martini, though he generally defends the 
narrative, says ; — *' He follows no regular order, but de- 
scribes objects in an interrupted manner, and as it were 
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by leaps." Forster midces a similar charge, in which 
Mr. Marsden coflcura.* The present editor, after a care- 
ful examinatioa of the purer editions, and comparison 
wiUi what is known of the countries surveyed, is con- 
vinced that these errors are chiefly those of the com- 
mentators themselves, misled in many cases by the im- 
perfect and corrupt versions to which alone they had 
access. Mr. Marsden. from this latter cause, thinking 
himself obliged to admit some important mistakes, gave 
op, unfortunately, all expectation of finding an accurate 
and consistent itinerary. Hence, wherever there appear- 
ed any correspondence of name or description, he thought 
himself entitled to suppose any errors, however enor- 
mous, as to distance and direction. Even when a little 
attention would have shown a site altogether accordant 
with the description, he preferred one very remote and 
improbable. When, however, on a careful examination 
of the former edition, we found that the grosser errors 
disappeared, the idea was conceived, that a correct and 
consistent itinerary of the whole expedition might be 
formed. Allowing for some errors of transcription, which 
probably still remain, for a somewhat loose mode of stating 
the directions, and for our own ignorance of many of the 
regions described, this seems to have been realized by 
us, as far as could reasonably be expected. The route 
through China« and through Central Asia, has, it is ap- 
prehended, been very distinctly made out, commencing 
at Balkb. Before reaching that city, it is scarcely pre- 
sented in a regular shape, though the general direction 
may be traced. In the voyage homeward, much is stated 
from hearsay, and the errors of transcription appear par- 
ticularly numerous ; but attempts have been made to clear 
up the difficulties. The voyage round Sumatra will per- 
haps, by an easy supposition, appear to have been made 
in a natural and probable course, instead of those irregular 
starts and movements which Mr. Marsden supposes ; and 
his consequent censure upon Marco for the mode of treat- 
ing that island will prove unfounded. 

A collation with the purer editions has also shown, 
that several marvellous statements, which have most 

«ICiUkr,p.l4. Ifandea, p. 830. 
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shaken the traveller's credit, were superadded by faithless 
editors, seeking thus falsely to enhance the interest of 
their publication. The ninety-span feather of the rukh^ 
as already observed, is only found in very modern edi- 
tions. To the terrific appearances described in the pas- 
sage of the great desert, similar extravagant additions 
have been made, which, when pruned away, leave only 
such impressions as might naturally haunt the minds of 
those obliged to traverse so formidable a region. The 
editor may add, as mentioned in the preface, that recent 
narratives, especially of expeditions made by our advea- 
turous countrymen , into Central Asia, have confirmed 
some of Marco's most important statements. He may 
thus flatter himself, that the authenticity of this illustrious 
traveller will now be estabhshed more firmly than ever, 
and on a solid basis. 

We now proceed to make some observations on the 
manuscripts and editions out of which the text has beea 
derived. In all works composed before the invention of 
printing, and circulated in manuscript, not even except- 
ing the sacred scriptures, a great number of various read- 
ings occur. These, however^ usually form mere objects 
of critical curiosity, without affecting the body or sub- 
stance of the composition. They consist frequently in the 
omission or insertion of a particle, or the substitution of 
one synonyme for another. But in the work now edited, 
the variations are so great as to convert the several edi- 
tions almost into distinct tracts. Long passages and 
chapters, omitted in one, are inserted in another, and the 
most important facts are reported in contradictory shapes. 
An elaborate critical examination is therefore necessary, 
before we can hope to give the text in any degree of 
purity. 

These wide variations appear to have arisen from the 
very great popularity of the work in an age when not 
only printing was unknown, but the art of writing very 
little diffused. In multiplying copies, the general tend- 
ency was to curtaihnent, which was prompted even by 
the great care and splendour with which many of the 
manuscripts were prepared. Their production was ac- 
cordingly both laborious and expensive, and it was even 
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m object to economize the rich material of vellum, on 
which many were written. This appears clearly in aa 
elegant MS. in the British Museumi where at the conclu-' 
sion of Polu*8 travels, a new work is begun on the same 
page and even the same column. The reduction is 
usually effected by merely omitting such passages as, 
oRen with very little reason, were deemed of inferior in- 
terest. Thus, indeed, what remained was preserved 
pure ; but it was exhibited in a very disjointed form ; and 
injudicious' attempts were^ allerwards made by others 
to supply the obvious deficiencies. These unseemly 
gaps usually increase towards the close ; either because 
the writer became tired of his task, or that the allotted 
space was nearly exhausted. The most celebrated of 
the early editions, being the translation into Latin by 
Pipino, is little better than an epitome. It is curious, 
too, that all the copies printed in the Italian language 
which Mr. Marsden coM trace were mere popular abridg- 
ments.* 

In 1559 appeared the second volume of Ramusio's col- 
lection, in which is inserted an edition much more full 
than any then in circulation. It immediately became the 
standard one, being used by Purchas for his Pilgrims, and 
thence copied into most of the similar publications. Mr. 
Marsden has employed it almost exclusively, quoting in 
its favour the opinions of Robertson and Vincent.f It 
was probably the best within his reach ; but important 
materials have since been published, which prove, in our 
apprehension, that it and all the others were both defect- 
ive and corrupted. 

In 1824, the Geographical Society of Paris published 
editions of two manuscripts preserved in the Royal Li- 
brary. The first is in very old and rude French, — nearly 
unintelligible but for the aid of an excellent glossary, — 
and the rules of grammar and orthography far from being 
duly observed. It has been copied so carelessly, that 
proper names are seldom spelt twice in the same man- 

* Apiwtolo Zeno speaks ia high terms of the one first pablished in 
1490, (Fontanini, Biblioteca d' Eloquenza Italians, Yen. 1753, p. 276* 
173) ; but Mr. Marsden, who seems to have examined more carefully, 
declares it merely ** calculated to surprise and amuse an ignorant read* 
«.** (Intarodactian, p. Iziii-lxv.) 

t latrodttctiw, p. zxx. 
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ner, but sometimes in three different modes in the course 
of one chapter. The editor will own that be began his 
examination rather from curiosity than with any hope of 
deriving much new light from it. He had not long con- 
tinued the collation, however, when he became sensible 
of its decided superiority to the previous editions, Rama- 
sio's included. This appeared evident, when itinerary 
statements, which in the latter were wholly inconsist- 
ent with the features of the region, and had thrown Mr. 
Marsden into extreme perplexity, were here given in a 
shape which rendered them perfectly correct and consis- 
tent. In particular, the connexion between the western 
and south-eastern routes through China, which that gen- 
tleman considered it utterly impossible to trace, is shown 
in the clearest possible manner. Other serious perplexi- 
ties are elucidated in a manner equally satisfactory ; and 
the editor hopes by these nieans to have established 
the whole itinerary through China as uniformly correct. 
Even the blemishes of this edition appeared on consider- 
ation as affording inferences in favour of its genuineness. 
The colloquial style used to a great extent, the verbose 
language, the jrepetition of the same sentences in nearly 
the same words ; — such redundances were little likely to 
have been superadded, especially at a time when abridg- 
ment was so much studied. They bore rather the marks 
of being the first rough state in which the narrative had 
been produced. 

On procuring frcon the Continent additional materials, 
the editor had the satisfaction to find that the same fa- 
Yourable opinion had there been generally formed. Nay, 
it has become the prevailing impression, that French is 
the language in which the narrative was originally writ- 
ten. He will own that this idea, when first presented, 
was repeUed by him as devoid of all probability. M. Par- 
ris, however, the learned editor of the French Chroni- 
cles, observes, that what appears most probable is not 
always best supported by evidence. It is indeed remark- 
able, that this conclusion was first maintained by a learn- 
ed Italian. Count Baldelli Boni, in editing the Crusca, 
the earliest and best of the Italian MSS., and collating it 
with the Pucci, supposed to rank next in antiquity, found 
in both the clearest marks of their being translated from 
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a French original. This transpired in consequence of 
blanders evidently caused by a very imperfect knowledge 
of that language. Thus cheveaux (hairs) is translated 
horses, tria (very) three, bow (mud) oxen. Mention being^ 
made of one who was jadis roi (formerly king), the trans- 
lator makes it King Jaddis, a prince whose name is no- 
where else recorded. 8el, le roi, and other French terms,, 
are given unaltered. In explaining Oriental terms, it is 
repeatedly said: "Vale dir in Franceae."* All this 
would scarcely have satisfied us, but for a very curious 
discovery made by M. Parris. He has found that Rusti- 
cians, the prison-companion of Polo, and who at least 
aided in writing his narrative, was a native of France, 
and author of a French book of considerable magnitude. 
It is an abridgment of all the histories connected with 
the Round Table, and has prefixed to it a preface or pro> 
logue, which, allowing for the difference of subject, is 
almost identical with that which precedes the narrative 
of Polo.f M. Parris mentions it only as existing in MS. ; 
but there is a printed edition, which, as well as another 
work equally voluminous by the same author, the editor 
has had an opportunity of inspecting.^ This Rusticians, 
indeed, called there Rusticien, appears to have been a 
person of no small eminence in his day, and particular- 
ly distinguished by the patronage of English monarcfas. 
From Mr. D'Israeli's researches we learn, that Henry III. 
presented him with two handsome chateaux ;^ and his 
second work is stated in the preface to have been com- 

* n MillioDe, Introdnotioii, czzxi. R«eii6i1 de Voyaffes, Ac., ptr U 
Soci^t6 de G^bographie, toI. It. p. 406. 

t Journal Asiatique, September 1833, pp. 850, 351. 

t Gynm de Courtois, avecques la deTise des armes de tons lea Ch«- 
TBliers de la Table Ronde. G<]thic letter, folio, 830 pages, (openiaga, 
4 odamiis eadi), no date nor publisher's name. 

The following is the prologue : — 

Seigneurs, Empereurs, Roys, Princes, Dues, Contes, Barons, Cheval- 
iers, vicontes, BonrgeoiB, et tons les grand hommes de oestni moade, 
qui talent avez et desiz de tous delecter en romaas. prenez eestny-ci et 
1b &ctes lire de chief en chief, so aurez parties de tontes les grands 
•drantnres du temps du Roy Merpendra^^ Ac. 

Meliadns de Leonnoys. Ensemble plusieurs, autre nobles praesaes de 
dunraWrie factes par la Roy Artus, Palamedes, Galan, Sec,, foho, 109 
pages, 4 columns each. Gassiot du Pre. Paris, 1531. 

^ Amenities of Literature, toI. i. p. 103. The leaimed author, how- 
arer, is quite at « loss who Ruaticiea was. 

c 
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posed at the urgent request of Edward I. From these 
circumstances, it appears no longer doubtful that this 
^ebrated narrative was originally written in French. 

This manuscript was mentioned by M. Langles to Mr. 
Marsden, as bearing date about 1300, with an offer of 
«very facility for consulting it ; of which the latter, with 
reason, regrets that he was not able to avail himself.* 
M. Parris describes it as evidently belonging to the first 
years of the fourteenth century ; while Uie character of 
the writing, the style of the coloured initials, the rude* 
«es8 of the parchment, indicate to a practised eye that it 
must have been copied in Italy.f There is a curious no- 
tice on a MS. in the public library at Berne, stating the 
Lord de Cepoy to have received it, in 1307, from Marco 
Polo himself, to be presented to Charles of Valois, second 
son of the King of France, who, in right of his wife, 
•claimed the throne of Constantinople, and therefore took 
4i deep interest in Oriental affairs. The expressions 
would seem to attach this incident to the Berne MS., 
which Mr. Marsden justly rejects ; but there may be truth 
in the story, though thus wrongly applied. The language 
used, '* see here the bopk," seems to refer, as to a luiown 
iact, that there was a book thus transmitted. In that 
•case, there can be little doubt of its being the one in 
question. M. D*Avezac mentions in cornihoration, that 
there is another MS. in the Royal Library (10,270), in 
which the same narrative is contained, and that the pres- 
ent one came from the old library of the kings of France 
at Blois.t 

The society have also published, in the same volunet 
a Latin MS., found in the Royal collection. From the 
deacqption, we were led to suppose it the one mentioned 
by Apostolo Zeno, as being in the possession of the wri- 
ters styled the Order of Preachers ; and this opinion is 
eonfirmed by Count Boni.^ We agree with him that the 
publication of this also has been a valuable boon to liter- 
ature. It is much more copious than Pipino, or than any 

* IntrodQction, p. Ixix. 

t Joarnal (as <b«v«), p. 349. 

t Manden, Introd. p. Ixvit. Rwraeil de VoyagM, Ac, toI. It. pp. 408^ 
410. Boni, n Millione, Introd. p. cxzz. 

«Pontanini,BiUiot«e%IUluuw,p.872. Mandtn, Introd. p. Ivi. Barf* 
Jatrod. p. oooiu. 
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Other known Latin yersion ; and it displays a considera> 
Me agreement with the French, though evidently not so 
ancient. It has several of the additional chapters found 
in this last ; also the prologue, which decidedly marks an 
early copy ; and it explains with equal clearness the con^ 
nezion between the two Chinese journeys. At the same 
time, it is better arranged in books and chapters, while it 
18 pruned of repetitions and redundances. This being the 
case, and as our present object is to produce, not a mere 
antiquarian curiosity, but a book fitted for general peru- 
' sal, we have taken it as the basis of our text, carefully 
incorporating, however, all the additional information con- 
tained in the French version ; and where a difference ex- 
ists, usually preferring its authority. A good deal even 
of its colloquial tone has been retained, as giving to the 
Barrative an original and even lively character. 

It remains to estimate the edition of Ramusio, publish- 
ed as already stated, in 1559, as part of his Collection of 
Voyages and Travels, and which has been almost exclu- 
siyely followed by Mr. Marsden. The roost remarkable 
circumstance in this version is, that, while it wants a 
number of chapters found in the French and other early 
ones recently edited, it contains many long passages and 
even chapters not found in them or any other edition, 
either MS. or printed. This did not appear very wonder- 
iul to Mr. Marsden, who had seen only abridged and mu- 
tilated versions ; but now that we are supplied with oth- 
ers as copious as they are early and pure, it appears veiy 
mysterious how he obtained possession of so much addi- 
tional matter. Yet Count Boni, after editing the two 
oldest Italian versions, considers his as still the best, and 
has reprinted it in the same work. He is obliged indeed 
to admit, that these passages could not exist in the origi- 
nal MS. written by Rusticians ; but he has formed a the- 
ory, that Polo, after returning to Venice, revised and 
new-modelled the whole, making the additions in ques- 
tion ; and that a copy, in this more perfect state, reached 
the Venetian editor.* M. Klaproth expresses his con- 
currence in this opinion,! which, it appears, from a com- 
munication with which M. Jomard has favoured us, he al- 

* n Millione, Introd. p. Tiii-xri. 

t JooffMa An«tiqtte, September 1833, p. 252-254. 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



28 MANUSCRIPTS AND EDITIONS CONSULTED., 

ways retained. It is not without great diffidence that the 
editor dissents from si^ch high authorities; yet a very 
careful collation has led him to the conclusion, that cer- 
tainly a great part, and probably the whole, of this addi- 
tional matter is interpolated by a foreign liand. The 
grounds of this judgment shall be fully stated, to enaUe 
the reader to judge for hiuiself. 

1. We refer to the gross itinerary errors already men- 
tioned, and in regard to which this edition is even som^ 
what more faulty than any other. A similarly unfavour- 
able change has taken place in regard to important mat- 
ters of fact, but can we suppose that Marco would de- 
liberately vitiate his own narrative ; and that he substi- 
tuted erroneous statements instead of the correct ones 
which he had originally written or communicated to Rua- 
ticians I Is it not certain rather that these errors were 
introduced by the ignorance of subsequent copyists or 
editors 1 

2. In the passages t>eculiar to Ramusio, opinions and 
sentiments are expressed diametrically opposite to those 
which pervade all the rest of the narrative. Nothing is 
there more conspicuous than the profound and admiring 
veneration with which the Emperor Kublai is every where 
mentioned. On the contrary, in the chapter on the con- 
spiracy of Achmac, found only in that writer, a very ho6-> 
tile disposition prevails. It is there stated that *" his reign 
was universally detested by the people of Cataya," p. 122. 
Yet in a lew chapters alter, it is said (in every edition), 
that '' he is adored by them as a god." Can we suppose 
that Marco, in revising his work, would give his sanction 
to opinions thus contradictory, allowing the former and 
opposite ones to remain 1 In the two characters of the 
King of Manji, the contrast between the general one and 
that found only in Ramusio is almost equally striking. 

3. We may remark the singular ignorance of this edi- 
tor respecting the manner in which the narrative was 
produced. His supposition, that it was originally written 
in Latin, need not be refuted, since it is given up by his 
warmest supporters. He boasts of having seen many 
early MSS., but dwells chiefly upon one in that language 
"of marvellous antiquity," which he flattered himself 
had been copied from another in the hand-writing of 
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Marco.* When he attached to this MS. sach a high and 
iilasory value, it could not appear of much importance to 
examine others supposed later, and mere translations. 
There are, in fact, few traces of such research or colla- 
tion. He gives a professed copy of the original prologue ; 
but it differs essentially from that found in all the earlier 
editions. No mention is made of the agency of Rusti- 
eians, which yet is stated in the two Paris, t the Soranzo, 
tlie Berne, tlu'ee French and one Italian, in the Biblioth- 
eque Royaie, and the first English printed edition by 
Frampton. There is now no doubt that such agency was 
employed ; but Ramusio remained wholly ignorant of it, 
and has circulated throughout Europe the story of Marco 
being aided by a Genoese visiter, for which there appears 
no sort of foundation. 

4. We shall finally notice various sentences and ex- 
pressions scattered through the work, which appear clear- 
ly to come from another pen. The following, though not 
of great consequence, proves unequivocally the exist- 
ence of a system of adulteration. Mention is made of a 
vegetable (the turmeric), as highly valued, by the inhabi- 
tants, **from being an ingredient in all their dishes." 
Mr. Marsden is obliged to own, that it seldom if ever is 
80 employed in China, but solely and largely as a dye- 
stuff. Now the two Paris editions expressly state it» 
chief use is for manufacture (par ovrCf in the one, ad open^ 
andum, in the other). This reason is omitted in the 
abridged Latin editions ; and a writer working upon one 
of them, has evidently thought he could improve it by iur- 
eerting that erroneous explanation. Again, when KublaL 
Is represented receiving favourable predictions from his. 
astrologers, all the early editions treat them as real ; but 
in Ramusio, an intimation is made that it was a mere- 
stratagem to encourage his men. Such a flight appears^ 
to us decidedly beyond the age of Polo, who shows elscr 
where that he shared all its credulity. Generally speak- 
ing, indeed, the reflections which pervade this edition are 
out of keeping with the rest, and wholly absent in the 

* Navagationi e Viaggi, vol. ii. (1505), pref. p. 7. It is somewhat oa- 
lioas, that in the edition of 1583, published by Gianti, after Ramusip'^ 
death, this passage is expunged. Hence it probably never came under 
the view of Mr. Manden, who used the latter edition. 

t Thfl Cnuca and the Puoci both want several of the first chapters., 
C2 
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earlier yersions. I am indeed convinced, that literaiy 
attainments, very rare in that age among the laity, were 
posseased in only a slender degree by this great travel- 
ier. It seems difficult otherwise to account for his adopt- 
ing such a strange and defective mode of making public 
his narrative, as that which Rusticians afforded. Kamu- 
sio, it is true, in his erroneous prologue, and in other pas- 
sages, alludes to notes taken during his journey ; but no 
mention of them is found in any other edition, and I great- 
ly doubt if they ever existed. 

There is, however, an argument used by Mr. Marsden, 
which deserves great consideration. The facts stated 
in the most doubtful of these passages are confirmed by 
good Chinese and other oriental authorities ; and it is 
asked, whence, in that age, could they have been derived 
but from Polo himself 1 Count Boni states that, after a 
good deal of hesitation, this argument had determnied 
him to consider them as genuine. M. Klaproth was 
doubtless swayed by the same motive. These learned 
writers, however, have altogether overlooked the circum- 
stance, that during the fourteenth century a very active 
communication was carried oxh between Europe and 
China. The emperors of the Mongol dynasty did not en- 
force the exclusive system now practised ; on the contra- 
ry, we shall see them filling their courts with men of every 
nation and every creed. About the time when the Poll de- 
parted, Juan de Monte Corvino, a Minorite friar, reached 
Kambalu, where he was allowed to build two churches^ 
and could boast of some converts. In 1314, he was cre- 
ated archbishop of that city, and other priests were sent 
out to act as bishops and suffragans. In 1330, he died, 
and a new primate was named.* The same year, the 
khan sent Andrew, a monk, with fifteen companions, on 
an embassy to the Pope.f It is not exactly known when 
•or how this establishment was broken up ; it may prob- 
ably have been effected upon the expulsion of the Tar- 
tars by a native Chinese dynasty. In 1336, Pegoletti, an 
Italian, published an itinerary from Tana, on the Black 
Sea, to Pe-king. It is a mere list of places, with the dis- 
tances and expenses, such as he would scarcely have 

* Maritime and Inland diacorery, ^ol. i. p. 311-313. 
t Klaproth, in Jouni. Ajuat. vol. zii. p. 82. 
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tikought of making known, had it not been a route in some 
degree frequented. There would thus be ample mate- 
risds for interpolating genuine information even into early 
editions. Many of these passages bear marks of being 
written by a churchman, and this would accord with the 
facts above stated. If one might hazard a conjecture, he 
was perhaps some priest returning from Pe-king (suppose 
at the breaking up of the establishment) who being em- 
ployed to make a translation or copy, might be allowed to 
enrich it with his own observations, and even those of 
his friends. 

Under these circumstances, it became a serious ques- 
tion, whether, in the text of this volume, the passages 
found only in Ramusio should be retained or expunged. 
The latter course appeared too strong for the editor to 
take upon his own judgment, yet unconfirmed by that of 
the public. The reader might be unwilling to have with- 
held from him descriptions which have so long formed 
part of the standard edition of these travels ; and besides, 
as there is reason to believe that they are in a great mea- 
sure derived from authentic sources, they may still be 
held deserving of perusal. It has, however, appeared 
advisable to point them out in the notes ; and when the 
statements contained in them contradict those in the 
early editions, or are palpably erroneous, they are with- 
drawn from the text. 

Besides the three authorities now mentioned, the text 
has been carefully collated with the following important 
manuscripts and printed editions. 

That formerly belonging to the Accademici della Cms- 
ea ; which is now, it appears, in the Magliabecchi Libra- 
ry. That body always boasted of it as the most ancient 
and most complete, — pretensions which Zeno and Mars- 
den are inclined to dispute,* though not on any precise 
grounds, and without having seen it. Count BaldelU 
Boni, however, who has favoured the learned world with 
a printed edition of it, gives reasons for considering the 
claim to be well founded, so far at least as Italian MSS. 
are concerned, t There is a note prefixed by a writer, 

* Marsden, Introdaction, pp. Ixi, Ixii. 

t This important work is in four volumes 4to. Florence, 1837. The 
two first, entitled " 11 Millione de Marco Polo," cantain the Grusca US 
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Stating it to have been copied by Michael Ormanni, his 
maternal great-grandfather, who died in 1309, only about 
twelve years after the narrative was written. This can- 
not perhaps^be implicitly relied on ; but the count consid* 
ers the appearance and style of the MS. as quite confirm- 
ing the statement, and leaving at all events no doubt of 
its being the earliest Italian manuscript now known. Its 
peculiar importance is derived from the confirmation it 
affords of the genuineness of the French edition, from 
which the count seems justly to describe it as a transla- 
tion " abridged and purged of useless words and repeti- 
tions." This origin, proved clearly by mistakes arising 
from imperfect skill in that language, led him, even with- 
out the additional information of M. Parris, to the re- 
markaMe conclusion, that the narrative was originally 
written in French.* 

The Pucci MS. is considered by the count as next in 
antiquity, and as written in the course of the fourteenth 
century. M. Zurla informed him that the Soranzo, ao 
highly estimated by Mr. Marsden, was later, and only an 
abridgment. The first very closely follows the Crusca, 
yet the writer must have had a French copy before him,t 
the use of which is proved by fresh errors in the mean- 
ing of its terms. We have thus additional proof of the 
French being then regarded as the original. Count Boai 
has given a valuable collation of this MS. with the Crusca. 

A Latin translation was made by Pipino, a monk of the 
Order of Preachers, who undertook the task at the desire 
of his superior. After some years' labour it was com- 
pleted in 1320, while the traveller was still alive ; and it 
may therefore be considered the earliest of which the 
date is fully ascertained. But, though professing to be a 
translation, it is greatly abridged ; and in the hands of the 
friar errors were committed which have run through 
other editions. What is left may be held as tolerably 
pure; and the editor has had the opportunity of consult- 
ing it in two shapes. 

oollated with Mvsral other early Italian ones ; also a reprint of Ramu> 
no's edition. The count has added a number of valuable notes and 
illustrations. The last two Tolnmes, entitled " Storia delle Relazioni 
VicendeTole,** dec, contain abrigded narratives of other early traveUera 
in Asia. * 11 Millione, Introduction, p. Ti-<zxiii ; t<nno i. p. 131. 
t Ibid. latrodaction, p. Tii-czxT. 
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6115. Harleian MS., BriiUh Museum. — ^Tbis codex, to 
which Sir Henry Ellis assigns the date of about 1400, is 
written with care and elegance. It wants some passages 
that are in the printed edition, but what remains is on 
the whole more to be depended upon. 

Marci Pauli de Consuetudinibus et Condicionibus Ori- 
entalium Regionum, 4to. — This is the printed edition 
without place or date, which last is supposed to be about 
1484. It is very rare, and is more complete than the 
MS. just mentioned ; but, compared with it, there are 
aeyeral errors, especially in the numbers. 

261. Sloane MS., British Museum. — ^This is an Italian 
manuscript, dated 1463. M. Zurla wrote to Count Boni, 
that he considered it on a level with the Soranzo, but I 
incline to believe it somewhat later. The prologue is 
different, and wants the mention of Rusticians. It is 
modestly called an epitome, but it is really more copious 
than any other, except Ramusio and those recently edit- 
ed. It contains, though in an abridged form the historical 
chapters at the end, which the former wants ; nay, it has 
the war between Toctai and Nogai, which is found in no 
other except the French. The abridgment, being made 
as usual by simple omission, leaves the remaining text 
pure. The handwriting is exceedingly indistinct ; which, 
added to the antiquity of the language, renders the deci- 
phering of it a very laborious task. Mr. Marsden, though 
assisted by a gentleman versant in ancient characters, 
has made some serious mistakes. 

A Latin edition was prepared with great care by Giy- 
Dttus, who published it both separately and in his Nwus 
Orhis. It does not vary extensively from Pipino, yet 
seems drawn from another source, and is translated in a 
much more elegant style. It is curious that the names 
are different and more barbarous. This edition became, 
for some time, the standard one ; and reprints continued 
to be made even after Ramusio's appeared. There is an 
early impression bearing the name of Helmstadt, 4to, 
1686, with some notes, but of little value. 

This edition was republished by Andrew MuUer, 4to, 
Berlin 1671. He illustrated it by learned though ill-ar- 
ranged notes, and by a collation with a manuscript in the 
electoral library, which, however, is only one of Pipino*f 
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Teraion. The whole of this edition is rendered mto 
French by Bergeron, — ^Voyages en Asie. 

The most noble and famous Travels of Marcus Paulas^ 
&c., translated into English, published at London, 1^ 
Ralph Newberry, 1679, and containing a Dedication by 
John Frampton, the translator. — This, from Mr. Mars- 
den*s observations, appears to be taken from the Seville 
edition of 1620, always considered very rare and valua- 
ble, and not we imagine without reason. It has the pro- 
logue and the name of Rusticians (called Ustacheo), 
pretty sure marks of genuineness. Though on the whole 
rather full, there are some serious omissions. The book 
is said to be extremely scarce. 

La Description geographique des Provinces et ViUes 
les plus fameuses de Tlnde Orientale, dec. Par Mare 
Paole, gentilhomme Venetien, Paris, 4to, 1666. — This is 
the first French printed edition* and is stated to be trans- 
lated from the Latin, which appears to be that of 6ry- 
naeus in the Novus Orbis. 

This list, derived from the publications of the Geogra- 
phical Society and Count Baldelli Boni, includes the ear- 
liest manuscripts and editions known to exist in the 
French, the Italian, the Latin, and the English languages. 
The only others of any consequence accessible to Mr. 
Marsden, were the first printed Italian, 1490, and Ger- 
man, 1477. They appear to be only bibliographical curi- 
osities, and have not served him either in forming or 
illustrating his text. The first, according to his state- 
ment, is a mere popular abridgment. The editor has 
seen one, 12mo, Trevigi, 1267 (for 1627), which he im- 
agines to be an exact reprint, for it agrees with Mr. Mars- 
den*s account of the other, in beginning with the ridicu- 
lous story of a man at Trebisond who had tamed 30,000 
partridges, and theil taking up the Poll at the court of 
Kambalu. Of the German edition, Mr. Marsden has 
given the prologue, which, containing no mention of Rus- 
ticians, must have been from a MS. of secondary value. 

It will be observed that no pretension is here made to 
a verbal collation of these different editions ; a curious 
but herculean task, foreign to the object of this work. 
Tbe editor, however, has endeavoured to bring into view 
the discrepancies on points of important information, and 
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if possible to distingoisb the tnith. When it is mention- 
ed that a passage is either found or wanting in the earlj 
editions, this of course can include only those now quo- 
ted, as the editor can say nothing of any which he has 
not had the opportunity of inspecting. 

It will be proper here to mention a single particular, 
in which the usual arrangement of the work has been 
departed from. After the brief narrative of the journey 
with which it opens, the remainder consists of a descrip- 
tioa of the various countries and cities visited by the 
traveller. They may therefore be introduced in any 
florder which seems most convenient. As China is the 
most important of the regions described, and was then 
distinguished by peculiar splendour, it is not without pro- 
priety that it occupies the first place. It is followed by a 
description of Central Asia, and then of the countries on 
the Indian Ocean. The text has been given entire in- 
dnding all the additional matter, and also passages which, 
though perhaps doubtful, have long been comprehended 
in the work. This edition therefore will, it is believed, 
be more complete than any hitherto given to the world. 
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INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 

Embassies to the East prior to Marco Polo. 

Gnat Plain of Scythia or Tartary— Its Inhabitants, Turks, Mofngo]»— 
Former Conquests — Temugin or Gengis^His first exploits— Oaang or 
Prester John— His defeat and Death— Extensive Conquests of Qen- 
gis— Tartar Invasion of Europe— Raviures-Embttssy snd Letter from 
the Pope— Carpini's Journey through Poland — Recej)tion by the Tar- 
tar Chief Corrensa— Joamey to the Volga— Court of Baatu— Journey 
through Tartary— Arrival at the imperial Court— Great Splendour— 
Numerous Ambassadors— Treatment of the Mission— Letter from the 
Emperor to the Pope— Return to Europe— Embas^ by Ascelin — 
Reaches the Army of Baiothnoy — Rash Conduct and rough Reception 
—Final Dismissal— Changes in the Mongol Dynasty— Embassy to the 
French King— He sends a Missimi under Rubruquis— Landing at Sou- 
dak— Journey through the Crimea— Visit to a Tartar Chief, Scacatai 
— Description of Comania and Russia— Couyt of Sartach— Of Baatu — 
Journey through Tartary— Arrival at the imptfrial Court— Receptioii 
— ^Audience of the Great Khan— Various Superstitions— City of Kara- 
korum— Religious Controversy— Dismissal of the Ambassador— Hit 
Journey homeward— The Tartars— Their Government— Manners — 
Physical Condition— Religion — Military System— Breaking up of the 
Dyiiasty of G^ngis. 

From the remote shores of Eastern Asia, westward as 
far as the Rhine, extends a vast plain, which during the 
whole period of ancient history, presented an aspect of 
the deepest barbarism. The population had nowhere ad- 
vanced beyond the pastoral state, whose occupations they 
combined with the more favorite ones of war and plunder. 
Such enterprises were greatly facilitated by the movesr 
ble nature of their property, which rendered it easy to as- 
semble in large bodies, and march to the remotest regions. 
They were tempted, moreover, by the view of rich and 
civilized kingdoms, extending in a continuous belt along 
the whole southern border of both continents. Hence, in 
the earliest times, arose a mighty and incessant impulse ; 
so, that, from the heart of the north, there issued, in suc- 
cessive swarms, not armies, but whole nations, with 
wives, children, herds, and flocks, cutting their way with 
the sword into fairer and more fruitful lands. The shep- 
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herds of Scythia seated themselves on the greatest tbronea 
of the east. 

The Roman empire, in the utmost height of her power, 
unable to make the slightest impression on this vast mass 
of barbarism, sought merely, by strong chains of fortress- 
es on the Danube and the Rhine, to secure themselves 
against its irruption. It was not till the eighth century,, 
that Charlemagne, by means of his arms and policy, stamp- 
ed upon Germany some rude elements of civilisation, which 
were gradually developed. Thence a portion spread east- 
ward, till it included Russia, which was not then, howev- 
er, the vast sovereignty we now behold, but a large duke- 
dom, extending on both sides of the Dnieper, and of which 
Kiev was the capital. The remainder of Europe in that di- 
rection, and the whole north of Asia, continued unchanged! 
To this region, marked by a wild and rude uniformity, the 
ancients had given the name of Scythia ; yet, at the sev- 
eral points of contact with it they recognised distinct nat- 
tions, as the Goths, the Alani, the Massagetes. During 
the early part of the middle ages, the conquests madie by 
a people called Tartars spread their name so extensively, 
that it was studiously adopted, and has become general 
over all that portion of the world. Still the inquirer into 
oriental history discovers a variety of tribes, bearing dis- 
tinct appellations, and exhibiting separate characters. 

The most prominent division is into Turks and Mon- 
gols ; for the Mantchoos lie somewhat beyond our range. 
The former are spread widely over the central part of 
Asia, where vast naked plains are interspersed with well- 
watered spots, which are brought under tolerable cultiva- 
tion. Bordering at some points on the great southern 
kingdoms, they have imbibed a portion of their fixed and 
civilized habits. Enjoying a plentiful subsistence, and 
leading a free and natural life, their bodily structure has. 
been happily developed ; they are plump, with fair com- 
plexions, a good deal resembling Europeans, and are cel- 
ebrated for their beauty throughout the east. The Mon- 
gols have their domain to the north and east of the Turk- 
ish ; it lies along the border of the Altai, and in the rude 
▼alleys formed by its branches. Their external form* 
which has made them be classed as a distinct race, ex- 
hibits a complete contrast to that of their neighbours. 
D 
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Their figure is short and broad, the face 'flat, with high 
«heek-bones, eyes small and curved, with a nose scarcely 
rising above the other features. Their coun,try, though 
containing good pastures, is barely capable of culture, to 
which the people are almost strangers. Thus, compared 
with the Turks, they present this type of barbarous life in 
a purer and more Complete state ; they are fiercer, can 
assemble in larger numbers, and move with greater ra- 
pidity. Hence they have generally domineered over the 
surrounding nations ; though, except China, they, have 
rarely penetrated into any of the civilized kingdoms. They 
bave merely impelled against them other tribes situated 
nearer their borders. From Europe they seemed placed 
at an almost immeasurable distance ; yet history records 
two <iccasiuns when they spread wide desolation over that 
continent. The first occurred in the fifth century, when« 
under the name of Huns, they were led by Attila, sur- 
named the Scourge of God, and esteemed their supreme 
monarch. But though he compelled several of the Gothic 
nations to seek refuge in the Roman empire, he himself 
never formed any permanent settlement within the boun- 
daries of the Danube and the Rhine. 

Seven hundred years after, another name arose, which, 
in point of grandeur and terror surpassed even that of At- 
iila. The Yeka or great Mongols inhabited an extensive 
region along the foot of the Altai, which appears to be 
rude and uncrvilized beyond even the other territories 
claimed by that race.* About 1176, Jessagi Bayadur, 
lihan of. this people, died, leaving the succession to his 
tan Temugin, tlien only thirteen years of age ; and hands 
so youthful being ill-fitted for such a sway, a number of 
ihe clans assumed independence, or united under anothei 
chief t Only about a third remained true to him ; yel 
with these, even at his immature age, he took the field, 
but was unable to accomplish any decisive success. Con- 
tinued eflbrts for nearly twenty years were necessary, be- 
fore he could establish dominion over his own hereditary 
lands. He then turned his arms against the neighbouring 



* Rectiefl d« VoyagM et de Mimoiret, pvbliA par la Soci^t6 d« 01- 
'^graphie <4to, Pariii, 1839), tnrnejr. p. MO. 

"mlflMsa (LondM 
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tribes of whom be could complain that they had favoured 
^18 refractory subjects; and in less than ten years, he 
I compelled, though with difficulty, these hardy shepherds 
' to join his standard.* In the course of this long strug- 
gle, be bad become inured to all the arts of policy and 
war ; he had formed a veteran army devoted to bis per- 
son ; and bad organized it more regularly than was usual 
among the troops of that wild country. He now found 
no rival except in Ouang, khan of the Keraite Mongols,! 
who bad long ranked as the most powerful prince in that 
part of Asia. 

Ouang appears to be the monarch so celebrated in the 
middle ages under the- appellation of Prester John ; and 
in point of fact, the idea of a Christian prince in that re- 
mote interior of Asia is not so chimerical as may at first, 
sight be supposed. We shall find in the following narra- 
tive ttiat the professors of the Nestorian sect were nume- 
rous there, especially at Karakorum, the capital of tha 
sovereign just named. Having penetrated from Syria* 
and become the ruling sect among the Eigburs, a Turk^ 
isb tribe immediately south of his dominion, they thence 
made their way among the Mongols, to whom they taught 
the art of writing and some other primary elements of 
civilisation.t It appears by no means impossible that 
they might make a convert of Ouang. It is also, howev- 
er, very probable that he followed the course usually ta- 
ken by all the Tartar princes towards powerful sects ; in- 
viting tbem to bis court, showing kindness to their lead- 
ers, seeking from them favourable omens, even express- 
ing in private attachment to their creed, and holding out 
hopes that he would embrace it. These attentions, ex- 
aggerated by those to whom they were paid, might easily 
create in Europe the idea of a great Asiatic ruler combi- 
ning the character of king and of priest ; for the latter of- 
fice in that age was by no means considered a derogation 
from the former. We shall find similar rumours spread 
on the same grounds respecting the fiercest of the poster- 
ity of Gepgis. Ouang, amid the Tersatility of oriental 
names, might readily be converted into John ; indeed Abul- 
fiuraj, an eminent eastern writer, calls him King John. He 



* Abalglwzi, p. 60-«9. Becaeil, Ac. p. 537. 
t UacaaO, p. Sift. \ Dnd. pp. dSl, 5SS. 
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is said to have extended his dominion yery wide, and in 
a work of that age is called the Terror of Asia.* 

Friendship had hitherto reigned between him and the 
Prince of the Yeka Mongols ; but they were now too 
mighty to move in one sphere. The annals of the latter, 
which alone survive, accuse the other of jealousy, and 
of seeking to entrap him by base stratagems. Certain 
it is that war arose ; — they fought ; — Ouang was totally 
routed, and in his flight killed by two personal enemies, — 
an event which the conqueror is said to have generously 
regretted, t Temugin, now undoubtedly the most pow- 
erful ruler in Asia, opened his mind to more extended 
schemes of conquest ; and an entertainment given to his 
chiefs, in celebration of the victory, was marked by a 
striking, though preconcerted event. Cokza, an aged 
chief, whose daughter he had married, and who pos- 
sessed a high fame for sanctity, presented himself, and 
delivered a letter, said to have been received from the 
celestial regions. It was found to contain an injunction, 
that the prince should change his name to Gengis,t " the 
Most Great," and a promise that he and his posterity 
would forever hold the place of grand khan over all the 
Tartars. It added, that Heaven had bestowed on them 
an lentire dominion over mankind ; so that all nations 
were bound to pay them implicit obedience. $ Gengjis 
joyfully accepted the commission, which he was already 
prepared to execute. 

He began now to turn the tide of conquest in every di- 
rection over Asia. We cannot here enter into the dfetail 
of his proceedings, which, indeed, are somewhat obscure ; 
but it appears certain that, on the side of China, he hum- 
bled the dynasty of the Kin,' and became possessed of 
nearly the whole country north of the Hoang-ho. In the 

* Recneil, p. &50-553. t Abulghazi, p. 70-78. 

X Amid the perplexinfir variations of oriental orthography, the editor 
has determined generally to follow Mr. Marsden, who has bestowed 
pains, and possessed the requisite qualities for deciding on this subject. 
As some guide to the reader through this labyrinth, he will give, as the 
narrative proceeds, the principal shapes assumed by the name of this 
and several other great chiefs. He is also called Zingis, ChingiB, 
Tchingis, Tchenkis, Tchinkis. 

$ Abulghazi, pp. 78, 79. He does not mention the letter ; but its ex- 
istence will appear evident in the course of the narrative ; tad this was 
apparently the occasion on which it was forged.. 
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battle of Kalka, he defeated Duke Mieizzlaw of Russia ; 
but did not advance into Europe. He completely over- 
ran the north of Persia, and extorted homage from the 
(Syrian and Armenian kingdoms. On the frontier of In- 
dia, be became master of Oabul, and reached the western 
banks of the Indus, though he did not cross that river. 
He had thus vanquished the barbarous portion of Asia, 
without penetrating very deeply into its civilized regions. 
This task was left to his successors. 

In 1226, Gengis died,* having designated as successor 
Okkoday,t his third son, who had been much distingnished 
by bis warlike exploits. Five years afterwards, a gene- 
ral assembly of the chiefs was held at the imperial tent 
on the Orchon, wheii it was determined to send a grand 
expedition against Europe. The command was given to 
Baatut, the offspring of Jugi,^ eldest son to Gengis, and 
he had with him many prinees of the blood-royal, partic- 
larly Kuyukli and MangoUjI* also grandsons to the founder, 
and who afterwards rose in succession to the dignity of 
pand khan. A force was placed at their disposal, which 
nas been estimated, probably with great exaggeration, at 
600,000 men.** Never, perhaps, was the earth swept with 
a mightier tempest of desolation. Marching across nearly 
the whole of the northern parts of Asia and of Europe, 
Ihey encountered every where nations too warlike to 
yield, yet too weak to resist. These tribes were devoted 
to almost indiscriminate slaughter ; and certain travellers^ 
who soon after passed over this immense plain, saw only 
a desert strewed with the bones of the vanquished. En- 
tering Europe, they overran Russia and Poland, after 
which they advanced into Silesia. The duke, with all 
the force he could muster, met them at Waldshut, near 
Liegnitz ; but he was completely routed, and his whole 
army cot to pieces. They then poured down upon Hun- 
gary, and finding no troops to oppose them, wasted it 
throughout with fire and slaughter, ft 

This dreadful inroad struck Europe with extreme ter- 
ror, for there seemed nothing to prevent the whole con* 

* Ahalgliazi, p. 14«. t CeIImI ftbo Oukodo^, tJgwlu, Oktai. 
i Called alto Batoa, Bathjm, Batj. $ Called alio Tcboatehy, Zmi.. 
li Called 9iMO Gayak, Cvyn^, Chin. 
T Called alM> Mauflro* Moiuraa, Mankou, Mengko. 
** Retiuil, pp. 400, 4«1. U lUd. pp* 4«1, 401. 
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tinent from being oyerwhelmed by the arms of the barba 
rians. Chimerical fears were added ; it being reported 
that the bodies of the vanquished after being slain were 
greedily devoured. A letter is found from Pope Innocent 
IV. expressing^ a dread of the entire destruction of the 
Christian name. That pontiff endeavoured to induce all 
the European nations to rise in mass against the inva- 
ders ; an object which might certainly be considered le- 
gitimate, though the prevailing divisions rendered the 
accomplishment difficult.* 

While the panic was still at its height, this terrible foe 
suddenly disappeared. It was supposed that the intelli- 
gence of the king of Bohemia, the Dukes of Austria and 
Carinthia, having assembled forces, and being in full 
march, had alarmed them into this step. The real cause, 
however, was the death of Okkoday, which took place in 
1241 ; when the leading chiefs in the army being candi- 
dates for the throne, hastened back into their own coun- 
try to* be present at that important election. They seem, 
however, to have felt the military character of Europe to 
be such, that their conquests there could not be covered 
by a mere detachment ; henoe, evacuating Hungary, Po- 
land, and even Kiev, they retired behind the Dnieper. 
The want of any fixed mle in oriental succession, made 
it difficult to settle so mighty an inheritance. The late 
emperor had designated to the throne his grandson Schy- 
ramoun ; but, on account of his youth/ had named as re- 
gent the Empress Taurakinah. This princess, however, 
was mother to Kuyuk, and determined to exert her influ- 
ence among the tribes in favour of her own son. Baatu, 
who might have advanced strong pretensions, did not 
choose to excite any division, but remained sullenly on 
the banks of the Volga, neither opposing nor sanctioning 
the rival claims, t The lady, as we shall see, ultimately 
succeeded in raising Kuyuk to the supreme dignity. 

Europe was for the present delivered ; but as the Tar- 
tars had uttered loud threats of speedily returning with a 
greatly augmented force, the utmost alarm prevailed lest 
this menace should be executed. There accordingly 
-seemed an urgent call for some measure which might mit- 
igate their rage, or altogether avert the pressure of such 
*H«klii7t. Recveil, p. 403. t lUcaefl, p. 463. 
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a calamity. The power of the pope being then at its nt- 
most height, and forming the sole tie by which the differ- 
ent states of Europe were connected, was the only source 
whence such a proposal for the common defence could 
emanate. He was naturally disposed to employ church« 
men, who alone perhaps possessed the requisite educa- 
tion. The mendicant orders, particularly the Francis- 
can and Dominican, enjoying then a paramount influence, 
were readily selected for a missipn to the formidable po- 
tentate. Their religious character would have command- 
ed respect ; but the studied meanness of their exterior, 
added to an utter ignorance of mankind, iH fitted them to 
exert an influence over a proud prince, whose court was 
filled with ambassadors from all the countries in the East. 
At that moment two Tartar armies maintaned a mei>- 
acing position. One was that which had first invaded 
Europe, and was still posted on its frontier ; the other, 
stationed in the north of Persia, threatened at once the 
caliphate and the eastern empire. On determining to 
send envoys to each, the pope divided the duty between 
his two favourite orders. John de Piano Carpini, a Fran- 
ciscan, advanced in age, and who had been employed 
in various confidential transactions, was named for the 
northern host. He was to be accompanied by Stephen of 
Bohemia, and Benedict of Poland ; but the former was un- 
able to complete the journey. The Persian mission was 
intrusted to Dominican friars, named Ascelin or Anselm, 
Alexander, Simon de St. Quentin, and Albert.* Carpini, 
who proceeded first on his destination, was furnished by 
the pope with the following letter, which indeed, is not 
inserted in his relation, but has been extracted by M. 
D'Avezac from the Minorite annals, t 

*' Innocent, Bishop, Servant of the Servants of God, 
TO THE Kino and People of the Tartars. 

" Since not only men, but also irrational animals, and 
even the mechanical mundane elements, are united by 
some kind of alliance, after the example of superior 
spirits, whose hosts the Author of the universe has es- 
tablished in a perpetual and peaceful order, we are com- 

* Recaeil, p. 464. t lUd. p. 478. 
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KeUed to wonder not without reason, bow you, as we 
ave beard, having entered many lands of Christians and 
others, have wasted them with horrible desolation, and 
still, with continued fury, not ceasing to extend further 
your destroying hands, dissolving every natural tie, nei- 
ther sparing sex nor age, direct indifferently against all 
the fury of the sword. We therefore, after the example 
of the Prince of Peace, desiring to unite all mankind ia 
unity and the fear of God, warn, beseech, and exhort you, 
henceforth to desist wholly from such outrages, and es- 
pecially from the persecution of Christians ; and since, 
by so many and so great offences, you have doubtless 
grievously provoked the wrath of the Divine majesty, 
that you make satisfaction to him by suitable penitence : 
and that you do not be so daring as to cariy your rage 
further, because the omnipotent God has hitherto permit- 
ted the nations to be laid prostrate before your face. He 
sometimes thus passes by the proud men of the age ; but 
if they do not humble themselves, he will not fail to in- 
flict the severest temporal punishment on their guilt. 
And now, behold, we send our beloved brother John, and 
his companions, bearers of these presents, men conspicu* 
cos for religion and honesty, and endued with a know- 
ledge of sacred Scripture, whom we hope you will kindly 
receive and honourably treat as if they were ourselves, 
placing confidence in what they may say from us, and 
specially treat with them on what relates to peace, and 
folly intimate what has moved you to this extermination 
of other nations, and what you further intend, providing 
them in going and returning with a safe conductor, and 
other things needful for returning to our presence. We 
have chosen to send to you the said friars, on account of 
their exemplary conduct, and knowledge of the sucred 
Scriptures, and because they would be more useful to you 
as imitating the humility of our Saviour ; and if we had 
thought they would be more grateful and useful to you, 
we would have sent other prelates or powerful men." 

Carpini* and his companions, being destined to take 
the route of Poland and Russia, departed from Lyons on 

* The namtiy* of Oarpini. with a previoas descriptiye aoconnt of the 
Tartan, was published b^ HaUuyt, vol. i. p. 53, Ac. The Paris Geo- 
graphical Society have edited it anew (Recueil de Voyages, &c.) fruB 
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the 16th April 1245, and proceeded first to Bohemia. The 
king showed a deep interest in their success ; gave them 
recommendations to all the Christian sovereigns through 
whose territory they were to pass ; supplied a safe con> 
duct ; and defrayed their expenses to the court of his 
nephew Boleslaus, duke of Silesia. That prince forward- 
ed them with similar attentions to Conrad, duke of Lan- 
tiscia, (Masovia), where they had the good fortune to find 
Wasilico, duke of Russia. He earnestly favoured their de- 
sign, and gave them much information respecting the peo- 
ple whom they were about to visit, and the mode in which 
they must be dealt with. Presents, he warned them, 
were indispensable, and for that purpose he supplied bea- 
ver and other valuable furs, to which more were added 
by Conrad and the Duchess of Cracow. Carpini took 
the opportunity of urging Wasilico to renounce his Greek 
hei^esy, and return to the unity of the church : but this 
was courteously evaded by saying, that suoh a step could 
not be decided in the absence of his brother Daniel. Con- 
veyance was afforded to Kiev, then the capital of Russia, 
to which the enemy's outposts had closely approached. 
Great dread was inspired into the minds of the traveller 
by the character of the Lithuanians, a barbarous raci^ 
who made frequent incursions into the territory; how 
ever, the party were dragged in their wagon through ice 
and snow without sustaining any loss. At Kiev, the Rus- 
sian nobles told them it was vain at such a season to use 
their own horses in a country where there was neither 
hay nor grass ; and native ponies were substituted, which 
could find food even under the snow. 

On the 4th February 1246, the friars set forth, and a 
few days after arrived at Canow, the first post of that 
warlike and terrible race to whom they were sent. Their 
appearance caused the utmost surprise : and an armed 
party rushed upon them in a threatening manner, demand- 
ing what sort of persons they were. They replied, that 
they were the messengers of their lord the pope ; upon 

■a aaeient MS. in the Leyden Libraiy, collated with others in the Royal 
Library at Paris, and the British Maseum. The variations are carious ; 
but do not materially affect the tenor of the recital. M. D'Avesac has 
jnefixed a very learned dissertation, with iliastratiYe documents, froa 
wiiioh I bavo derived important advantafesi 
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which the intniders departed. Next morning, sonae of 
the leading officers inquired whence they came, and oa 
what business 1 They then delivered the message of his. 
holiness, expressing his desire that the Tartars should be 
tiie friends of Christians, and attain their own salvation 
by embracing the true faith ; adding his surprise at theic 
committing such dreadful massacres, and especially upoa 
believers, who had never injured them. He warned them 
that as they had grievously offended God, they ought to 
beware of such deeds in future, and repent of what they 
had already done. Finally, they were requested to write 
to the pontiff, stating what their present intentions were. 
This was not very cautious language ; however, being 
probably ill understood, and delivered in a quiet manner, 
it kindled no apparent resentment. They were told thej 
must go forward to the station of the great leader Cor- 
rensa, who held command alon^ the whole frontier. Ori- 
ental princes are fond of receivmg embassies, which they 
consider not only as a matter of state, but always reprer 
sent as the instruments whereby homage and tribute are 
laid at their feet. 

Oki reaching this court they were assigned a remote 
Btation, and messengers came to ask, ** with what they 
would incline to him ;" meaning, it seems, what presents 
they intended to give. They made many apologies on ac> 
count of the length and difficulty of the journey, but ten* 
dered what they could, which was accepted. Being led to 
the ge&er$l*6 tent, they were required to kneel three times 
before the entrance ; and upon being admitted, they pre- 
sented in the same humble attitude the letter of his holi- 
ness to phe barbarian chief, whom they found seated in 
the midst of his officers. An . interpreter, whom they 
brought from Kiev, could not convey the import of the 
epistle ; however, the usual course was taken of sending 
them forward to Baatu, the commander in the late inva- 
sion of Europe. 

In this journey the friars passed over the vast plain of 
Southern Russia, then called Comania,* watered by the 

* The ComaniaiM appear to have been once a verj nnmexona tribe of 
Tartan, called in the East Kapchak, and called also by the Slavonic na- 
tions Polowski, but no trace of them aeeine now to remain. RecueiL 
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' great rivers Dnieper, Don, Volga, and Taik, or Ural. Oa 
ttie third of these mighty streams were ranged the troops 
of Corrensa. They were obliged to perform the march 
with harassing rapidity, changing horses three or four 
times a-day, and posting from morning to night. Having 
•rrived, they were lodged as before at a distance, and 
obliged to go through the same ceremonies, with the ad> 
dition of passing between two fires. To this they at first 
Btrongly objected ; hat, being informed that it was con- 
sidered quite necessary to secure against evil design or 
poison, they at length yielded. They delivered the letter 
kneeling to the khan, who was seated in great pomp or 
a lofly throne beside one of his wives. The members of 
his family and the more distinguished chiefs sat on a 
bench beneath him, all others on the ground* the men oa 
the right and the women on the left. Only his own kin- 
dred could enter without an express order. He is de- 
scribed as kind to his followers ; skilful, and experienced, 
bat dreadfully cruel in the prosecution of war. 

The friars were furnished at this court with interpret- 
trs, who, aided by themselves, made a translation of the 
pope's letter. Baatu is said to have read it attentively, 
but without any observation. On coming out, however, 
It was announced, according to the usual system, that 
they must proceed onward to be presented to Cayn6 
(Kuyuk) Khan, the great emperor of all the Tartars, 
'Whose residence lay far to the eastward. This was a 
most painful arrangement, rendered more so by the inti- 
mation, that only two were to go on, and the two others 
to be detained, and sent back with a message to the pope. 
They durst not, however, object, but went with many 
tears, '* not knowing whether it was to life or to death.*' 
They were very unfit for so hard a journey, having for 
many days received no food but millet, and no drink ex- 
cept snow melted over the fire. Yet they were obliged 
to ride at the same furious speed, changing horses, where 
they could ha got, several times a-day. Their route lay 
still through Comania, described as a very great and long 
eountry, whose inhabitants had been recently vanquished 
and nearly exterminated by the Tartars ; and the dismal 
spectacle was every where presented of their skulls and 
boses lying neglected on the ground. A similar scene 
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was exhibited during their progress through the territory 
of the Kangittae* aud the Bisermini.f They then trav- 
elled sever^ days along the banks of a small inland sea, 
apparently the Balkash. It was described to them as 
subject in winter to most violent gusts of wind, issuing, 
as was imagined, from a small aperture in a mountain 
situated on the shore. Here they found a Tartar court 
occupied by Ordu, a prince of great age, with one of his 
wives. They h^ted a day and obtained some refresh- 
ment, but were not admitted into his presence. Their 
advance was continued with greatly increased hardship, 
leading into a rugged and mountainous region, where 
much snow fell, and they were called upon to increase 
even their rapid rate of travelling, in order to be present 
at the approaching election of the emperor. 

At length their weary journey terminated, and they 
arrived at the great imperial court ; where a tent was 
allotted to them, and their expenses handsomely defrayed. 
The papal letter, as interpreted at the court of Baatu, was 
delivered, and read by Cuyn^ ; but they were not called 
into his presence, because he was not yet elected, and did 
not therefore exercise any functions of sovereignty. A 
few days after, however, they were invited to the tent of 
his mother, where all the imperial state was at that time 
exhibited. It was formed of the finest white cloth, and 
of such vast dimensions, that in their opinion it could 
have contained 2000 persons. There were two gates, 
one of which, appropriated to the monarch, stood contin- 
ually open and unguarded, yet no. one but he dared to en- 
ter by it ; the other was the gate of audience, but admis- 
sion was granted only by the prince's express order. In 
front was a barrier, which, if any one passed without 
license, he was severely beaten, and, if he attempted to 
flee, was shot. On the outside were ranged princes and 
ambassadors from all the courts of Asia, — the caliph, the 
Turkish dynasties, Georgia, India, China, also Duke leros- ■ 
laus of Russia. The whole number was stated to Caipi^ 

* A Tartar horde, called propexly KanUis, a name said to be ttiU 
retained among some of the Nogav nribee. Recneil, p. 500. 

t This is tiie Rassian name for Mussulman, and has been applied heM 
to Turhestan, whoee inhabitants had actually Mnbraeedthat faith, and 
through whoM terhtory the misnon now proceeded. Recueil, pp. Ml, 50S. 
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m to exceed 4000. The scene, which was dazzling, ex* 
hibited in profuse display all the pomp of the eastern 
world. The ambassadors were mounted on spirited hor- 
ses superbly caparisoned, richly ornamented with trap- 
pings of pure gold. Each day they appeared in a difTer- 
ent dress ; in white, in scarlet, in blue, lastly, in very rich 
Baldakin (Bagdad) robes, considered then the finest of 
any. Koumiss, or fermented mare's milk, which was 
most copiously supplied, was drunk till the evening in 
immense quantities. The friars, on intimating a strong 
dislike to it, were supplied with ale, but were with diffi- 
culty allowed to keep within the bounds of moderation. 
, Meantime, the chiefs, admitted into the great tent, were 
deliberating on the choice of an emperor. From the aug- 
mented pomp with which Cuyn^ appeared, the opinion 
became daily stronger that the election would fall upon 
him ; and, after a month, though not publicly announced, 
it became generally understood that this decision had been 
formed. The whole multitude of princes and ambassa- 
dors then thronged to a spot three or four leagues distant, 
beautifully situated on a river between mountains, where 
the golden tent had been pitched. It much exceeded the 
other in splendour, being supported on pillars richly gild- 
ed, and covered in a great measure with the finest Bag- 
dad cloth. The grand ceremony was delayed a few days 
by a tempest of hail ; but at length, on the 24th August, 
the whole multitude assembled, and turning their faces to 
the south, performed various genuflexions. They then 
turned to the tent, and a gilded chair b^ing brought out, 
upon which Cuyn6 was seated, the Tartar chiefs said *' we 
wish, we pray and command, that you have power and 
dominion over us all." Cuyn6 replied, ** if you wish that 
I be your king, are you resolved and disposed each of you 
to do all that I shall command, to come when I call, to 
go whither I send, and to kill all whom I shall order to be 
killed 1" The chiefe replied, "yes." "Then," said he, 
" henceforth my word alone shaU be my sword." Imme- 
diately after, he was seated on a chair of felt, and afl- 
dii;es8ed as follows : — " Look on high, and see God ; and 
look down on the felt whereon thou sittest. If thou dost 
govern well, thou shalt reign in power and magnificence, 
and the whole earth shall be subject to thee ; but if ill, 
E 
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thou shalt be poor, miserable, vile, and contemptible, and 
Shalt not have power even over the felt whereon thou sit- 
test.** His principal wife was then placed in the same 
seat, and both were lifted up into the air, and proclaimed 
with load shonts Emperor and Empress of all the Tartars^ 
The ceremony was closed with profound genuflexions by 
the chiefs of the whole people, though the friars boast that 
they formed an exception, *' because they were not subject 
to him.** Considering, however, that they had, without 
hesitation, performed this homage to inferior chiefs, the 
withholding it from the supreme ruler on so high an occa- 
sion seems neither reasonable nor {Prudent.* 

This emperor is described as being about forty or forty- 
five years of age, of middle stature, extremely consider- 
ate, serious, and grave in his demeanour. It was even 
asserted that he had scarcely on any occasion been seen 
to laugh ; and from the moment of his elevation, no straiif 
ger, however illustrious, was allowed to speak to hint 
The communication was entirely through the officials ; 
nevertheless, during the whole time that the petitioner 
stated his request and received the answer, he remained 
•n his bended knees. His majesty bad resigned flone of 
the pretensions Of his family to universal dominion. On 
his seal was engraved, ** God in heaven, and Cuyne Khan 
npon earth, the power of God : the seal of the emperor of 
all men.-' 

A few days after the ceremony, the friars, vrith all the 
other ambassadors, were admitted to an audience. Pre»> 
ents on such occasions are always expected in the East; 
and at so solemn a time they were displayed with almost 
unrivalled magnificence. They appeared to be very nu- 
merous ; robes of satin, purple, silk interwoven with gcild, 
and precious furs. A smau tent (umbrella), to be placed 
over the emperor*s head, was entire!]? studded with gems ; 
and at a little distance were ranged more than five hun- 
dred wagons laden with gold, silver, and the richest silks. 
After this exhibition, the friars were asked what they in- 

* Bergeron (Voyages en Atie, Haye, 1735, p. 14) has given soma of 
these details from the Speculnm Historiale of Vincent, who states that 
1m had obtained it verbally from Simon de St. Qventin. That friar m- 
deed was with the Persian, not the Tartarian mission ; but lie is nndev^ 
atood to have possessed ezteaaive kaowladga napMting the EuL 8«» 
Becueil, pp. 4M, 40ft 
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tended to present ; but having ezbaosted their slender 
stock of skins they were obliged to declare that they had 
nothing whatever ; nor is it said that any resentment was 
expressed. 

They seem even as yet to have had the impression^that 
they were regarded with favour and treated with respect. 
Kay. hopes were held out by some of the household, though 
seemingly without any foandation, that the great monarch 
might -embrace the Christian faith. They were now po- 
litely desired to return and spend a few days at the court 
of the queen- dowager. But what was their dismay to 
learn that, during their absence, the khan had ** set up hit 
standard against the church of God, and the Roman em* 
pire, and all the kingdoms and nations of the West, unless, 
according to injunctions in the letter to the Lord the Pope, 
they should become subject to him.'* From this disas« 
trous intelligence, the traveller endeavours to justify a 
feeling of pride, arguing that there being no other land on 
earth which they feared except the Christian, they had de- 
termined to make war against it. Tbe pretension to uni- 
Tersal dominion had always been maintained by this race ; 
yet we may suspect that tbe lofty tone of the pope's de- 
spatches, and the imprudence of bis envoys, were instru- 
mental in prompting to this hostile assertion of it. 

The friars then returned to court, and remained there 
a month, during which time victuals were most scantily 
supplied ; the provision allowed for four days scarcely 
sufficing for one. They were then sent for by the empe- 
ror, who asked, through his prothonotary, whether the pope 
had any one about him that could explain the Russian, 
the Tartar, or Saracenic language. It was answered that 
none of them w«re understood in Europe. An arrange- 
ment was therefore made, that tbe letter should be writ- 
ten in Tartar, and carefnlly explained to them, after which 
they were to translate it into Latin, read it twice over, 
and see that it was fully comprehended. They are charge- 
able with the great omission of not giving the slightest 
hint of its contents ; but this has just been supplied by M . 
D'Avezac from a MS. in the royal libraiy at Paris. It ia 
as follows :— 
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** LETTER OF THE KINO OF THE TARTARS TO THE LORD POPS. 

** The strength of God, Kuyuk Khan, the ruler of all 
men, to the great Pope. You and all the Christian peo- 
ple who dwell in the West have sent by your messengers 
sure and certain letters for the purpose of making peace 
with us. This we have heard from them, and it is con- 
tained in your letter. Therefore, if you desire to have 
peace with us, you pope, emperors, all kings, all men pow- 
erful in cities, by no means delay to corpe to us for the 
purpose of concluding peace, and you will hear our an- 
swer and our will. The series of your letters contained 
that we ought to be baptized and to become Christians ; 
we briefly reply, that we do not understand why we ought 
to do so. As to what is mentioned in your letters, that 
you wonder at the slaughter of men, and chiefly of Chris- 
tians, especially Hungarians, Poles, and Moravians, we 
shortly answer, that this loo we do not understand. Nev- 
ertheless, lest we should seem to pass it over in silence, 
we think proper to reply as follows. It is because they 
have not obeyed the precept of God and of Gengis Khan, 
and, holding bad counsel, have slain our messengers \* 
wherefore God has ordered them to be destroyed, and de- 
livered them into our hands. But if God had not done it, 
what could man have done to man 1 But you, inhabitants 
of the West, believe that you only are Christians, and de- 
spise others ; but how do you know on whom he may 
choose to bestow his favour. We adore God, and, in his 
strength, will overwhelm the whole earth from the east 
to the west. But if we men were not strengthened by 
God, what could we doV* 

It was intimated to the friars, that the emperor was 
disposed to send simbassadors along with them, but wish- 
ed the proposal to come from themselves ; and a Tartar 
chief strongly urged them to make it. They considered 
however thati as these envoys were without doubt intend- 
ed to act merely as spies, their hostile designs would be 
encouraged by the view of the dissensions prevailing in 
Europe ; and that in the present state of public feeling in 
the West, they would probably be killed, a violence whioh, 

* Allusion is here made to Tartar ambassadors, whom the RussiMM 
murdered before the battle of Kalka. 
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Id the case of a royal representative, the Tartars were 
understood never to forgive. They declined therefore 
making any overture ; and the emperor did not choose to 
send an embassy unasked. 

On the 13th November, having obtained permission to 
depart, and the imperial seal as a passport, they took their 
leave. They travelled alL winter through a wide open 
country, being commonly obliged to sleep on the ground, 
after clearing away the snow, with which* in the morning, 
they oden found themselves covered. They passed rapid- 
ly through the stations of the difierent chiefs, and on the 
8th June, to their inexpressible satisfaction, arrived at 
Kiev. The people came to meet them with joyful congrat- 
ulations, as men risen from the dead ; and they received 
the same cordial welcome throughout the whole of Rus- 
sia, Poland, and Bohemia. Carpini afterwards spent three 
months at Lyons with the pope, by whom he^was soon 
after created Archbishop of Antivari, in Dalmatia.* 

It was not till 1247 that Ascelin,t with the three Dom- 
inican friars, travelled through Syria to the Tartar host, 
then encamped in Persia. They appear to have been 
much inferior, both in prudence and intelligence, to the 
former party. Drawn from the depth of conventual life, 
strangers to the world and the mode of dealing with man- 
kind, they imagined that the pope's mandate, when an- 
nounced, would command obedience among the most sav- 
age tribes. Accordingly, they approached the army in 
the most confident manner, and apparently without any 
apprehension. Being met by several chiefs demanding 
who they were and whence they came, they described 
themselves as the ambassadors of the pope, the head of the 
Christian world, throughout which he was every where 
regarded a^s a father. The Tartars then said, in an iron- 
ical tone, " since your pope is so great a man, he doubt- 
less knows that the khan is the son of God, by whom he 
has been invested with the dominion of earth, and that by 
his instructions Baatu in the north, and Baiothnoy here, 

* Reeueil, p. MB. 

t Simon de St. Qaentin, one of the number, wrote a very eopions i«- 
Ution, from which only s iew extracts were inserted by Vincent in hii 
Specnlara fiiatoriale, and they have bema copied by fieiiBTBron < Voyages 
en Asie). M. D'Avezac made a seavoh, b^ withont Moc^utt ^^r a MS. 
if the original (RecoeU, Ac. p. 405.) 
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receive the same honours.*' Ascelin had so little judj^ 
ment as to reply, that the sovereign pontiff knew nothing 
of any such persons, but only that there was a barbarous 
people called Tartars, who invaded and destroyed many 
nations, particularly the Christian ; he earnestly exhorted 
them to repent of their past wickedness, and cease to an- 
noy the people of God. Whatever the chiefs might think 
of this speech, they simply conveyed it to the commander : 
but, after changing their clothes, they came forth with 
the usual inquiry as to what presents he had brought. It 
was answered, that the pope received gifts from all men, 
but never gave them to any, far less to strangers and in- 
fidels. The Tartars, still without any remark, went bacjc 
to their chief, and returning in fresh clothes, expressed 
astonishment how foreigners dared to approach their great 
master without offering a present. They added, however, 
that the friars might still have an audience of Baiothnoy,* 
provided, according to his strict regulation, they would 
perform three genuflexions before him. Having consult- 
ed together, they decided, that it would be a shame and 
scandal to perform such an act of idolatry to a pagan. 
Yet they intimated, that if the khan and his people would 
become Christians, the ambassadors for the honour of 
the church, would perfbrm this homage. t)pon hearing 
this proposal, the chiefs, who hitherto had studiously pre- 
served outward decorum, burst into the most furious 
rage. They declared that they would be sorry indeed to 
become Christian dogs like their visiters ; adding, to their 
utter horror, that the pope was a dog. The others at- 
tempted to reply; but, luckily perhaps for themselves, > 
their voice was drowned in shouts and clamour ; and a 
council was called, to determine the manner in which they 
should be treated. 

The only consideration at first was concerning the mode 
in which they should be put to death. Some recommend- 
ed that they should be flayed alive^and their skins, stuffed 
with hay, sent to Rome. Others proposed, that in the 
first battle with the Christians, they should be placed in 
front, and be made to fall by the weapons of their own 

t Nny or No^an appears to express a commander-in-chief, but not of 
the blood imperial, and therefore not entitled to the rank of khan. Th« 
proper name of this chief is said to be Batchou (Recneil, p. 464). 
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€onntrymen. In this crisis, however, female humanity 
interposed, and saved them from so dreadful a destiny. 
The principal wife of Baiothnoy ran to him, and without 
hoping to move his pity, represented the disgrace that 
would be certainly incurred by thus violating the law of 
nations, as well as the sure effect of deterring many 
other embassies which now came with grateful homage 
and presents. She urged also the likelihood of his incur- 
ring the displeasure of the khan, which had been strongly 
expressed on a former occasion of similar barbarity. 
Several chiefs embraced the same views, and it was 
finally determined not to proceed to extremity. The 
friars were even, according to the usual custom, invited 
to proceed into the interior of Tartary, and appear at the 
court of the great sovereign.* They considered them- 
selves, however, as having seen quite enough of Tartar 
courts, and declared that having fulfilled their appointed 
mission, nothing but force should induce them to proceed 
farther; and this the commanders did not choose to 
employ. 

Their only object now was to quit this dreadful spot, 
and return to Europe. Baiothnoy having suffered the 
letters to be presented to him, and ordered them to be 
interpreted, they hoped that their deliverance was not 
far distant. On soliciting however, passports and guides, 
it was intimated, that since they had come so far to see 
a Tartar army, they should wait till a large reinforcement . 
arrived, which would exhibit its qualities orf a much 
grander scale. They solemnly protested against having 
the slightest wish to see any thing more of their troops ; 
bnt it soon appeared, that, besides overawing them by 
this spectacle, the design was to keep them some time as 
objects of insult and derision. They were nearly starved 
on minute rations of black bread and sour milk, while 
invention was daily tasked to find new modes of annoy- 
ing them. Particular delight was taken in taunting 
them respecting the pope, and requiring them to say how 
many armies that prince maintained ; what battles he had 
gained ; and what kingdoms he had conquered. When 
it transpired that he had neither soldiers nor dominions, 
it was triumphantly asked how such a personage could 
be compared to their great khan, who had subdued nations 
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mnamerable, and was obeyed in the remotest extremities 
of the East aud the West. The treatment they received 
was on the whule, exceedingly barbarous ; which the 
commander, on being appealed to, excused on the ground 
of their rude speeches, — ^a charge which they treat as al- 
together unfounded, though the reader, may, perhaps, 
form a different judgment. Even after they seemed on 
the point of escape, they were detained some weeks long- 
er till a certain messenger named Auguta should arrive 
from the great ruler. The object seems to have been, 
that they might witness, without sharing, the drinking, 
dancing, and howling, with which, during a whole week, 
his visit was celebrated. 

At length the friars obtained their long-desired dismis- 
sal, and had two letters put into their hands. The first, 
impiously termed a ** Letter of God," had been sent by 
the khan to Baiothnoy, with the view of its being circu- 
lated over the whole world, and among all nations. It 
intimated that while the deity was high over all and im- 
mortal he had appointed Gengis the only lord of earth ; and 
it gave warning of the dreadful consequences that would 
evertake all who should disobey this universal empire. 
The latter chief had been dead twenty years ; but his 
commission was considered as descending to his poster- 
ity. It was probably a copy of the same forgery, which 
we have seen presented to that great conqueror on a high 
festive occasion. The other, from Baiothnoy himself to 
his holiness, contained the following expressions ;-<- 
<* Know, pope, that your messengers have come to us, 
and have delivered your letter, and have held the strangest 
speeches that ever were heard. We know not if you au- 
thorized them ; but we announce the firm command and 
ordinance of God, that if you desire to remain seated in 
your land and inheritance, you, pope, come to us in 
your proper person, and do homage to him who justly 
rules the whole earth. If you do not obey, God only 
knows what may happen." However unsatisfactory 
these despatches might be, the friars thought themselves 
too happy in being allowed to depart with them. 

The threat announced during Carpinl's residence in a 
manner so solemn and terrible, of again invading the west- 
ern kingdoms, was not immediately carried into execo* 
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tion. Kayak died a year after, not withojit saspicion of 
poison ; and as only grandsons of the great conqueror 
sarriyed, their claims, according to the loose ideas of suc- 
cession in the East, were nearly balanced. The uncer- 
tainty continued several years, though without leading to 
any serious conflict. Baatu, as the offspring of Jogi, the 
eldest son, stood nearest, and the European invasion 
threw lustre over his name ; yet Taulai and his family, 
by their conquests in China, as well as by their actual 
possession of the seat of Mongol power, had acquired a 
pecaliar consideration. The difficulty was removed by 
the former waiving his claims, and declaring in favoui of 
his cousin Mangou, the son of Taulai. He invited the 
principal chiefs to come to his court along with that prince, 
who, in 1251, was there chosen great khan, or general 
emperor of aU the Tartars. 

That people, meantime, continued to maintain a power- 
ful army on the eastern frontier of Persia. After subdu- 
ing all the Arab kingdoms in Central Asia, their object 
was to subvert the imperial throne of Bagdad, the might- 
iest sovereignty of the West. The mission of Ascelin 
and his companions, however ungraciously received, had 
probably excited their curiosity, which was always alive 
to every thing that could lead to the extension of their 
dominion. They might then easily learn the gallant 
achievements of the Europeans in Syria, and the zeal 
against the Mohammedan name by which these had been 
inspired. When St. Louis, king of France, was at Ni- 
cosia in Cyprus, he received a letter from the chief then 
conunanding this army, whose name is given as Erkaltay. 
The contents are somewhat variously reported, being 
even said to intimate, that he himself, as well as the 
great khan and all his chiefs, having embraced the gospel, 
were engaged in war for its propagation. More probable 
accounts represent him as merely professing goodwill to- 
wards Christians, and zeal to aid their views against the 
Moslem states. An intention was expressed of next 
year laying siege to Bagdad, when his majesty was soli* 
cited at least to keep employed the arms of the Soldan 
of Egypt. That zealous monarch was delighted with the 
proposal, and immediately sent an embassy, of which, 
bowever» no record appears to have been preserve4< 
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At the same time, a report was received, that Sartach, 
the son of Baatu, now commanding on the western 
frontier of Tartary, bad become a Christian.* To him 
also the king then determined to send a mission, of which 
a full and interesting narrative has come down to our time.f 

It was conducted by William de Rubruquis, a Minorite 
friar, with three brethren and a servant. He went by 
way of Constantinople, whence he sailed on the 7th M^ 
1253, and on the 21st arrived at Soldaia, now Soudak, in 
the Crimea. To this place, which was the theatre of a 
very active trade, caravans from remote parts of the 
continent brought not only ermine and other precious 
furs from Siberia, but also cotton and silk fabrics and 
apices from India. He met a very friendly reception 
from the merchants, who enjoyed the free profession ni 
Christianity, having a bishop and cathedral church. Ha 
immediately began his inquiries about Sartach, particu- 
larly whether, according to the report prevailing in the 
Holy Land, he were really a believer. The bishop, with- * 
out seemingly committing himself to this extent, told him 
many good things respecting the said Sartach, which 
afterwards proved to be wholly unfounded. 

On the 1st June, our traveller set out with a provision 
of wines, fruits, and biscuits, having received intimation 
that no one was welcomed there who came with aa 
empty hand. He placed these commodities, together with 
▼estments and books, on wagons drawn by oxen, which 
be had been advised at Constantinople to prefer to pack- 
borses ; but by following this " evil counsel," he found 
the length of his journey doubled. The country was a 
wide plain covered with numerous traces of the calamities 
which had overwhelmed the Comanian^. Fleeing in 
crowds into this narrow peninsula, where there were no 
adequate supplies of food, they had, after enduring the 
utmost extremities of famine, been driven to the direfiil 

* Aftl«y*B Voyifu, rvi. w. p. MS. 

t Haklayt iDMited in hi* Cc»llectioii the oriffinal Latin, but onlj ia 
Dturt. Purchas having procured a complete copy, made an English tran*- . 
lation, which he introduced at the beginning uf his third part. Th« 
Geo^phical Society of Paris have just published a full edition of th* 
original, firom a manuscript in the British Museum, collated with othen 
' at Cambridge and Leyden. The variations are curious, but not of gxMiC 
BUfnitttde. 
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moufce of devouring each other. In three days he met 
the Tartars, a.nong^ whom he thoaght himself quite in a 
new world. They rode up in their usual unceremonious 
manner, and on seeing him provided with wine and bis- 
ooit, solicited a portion. Being presented with one flagon, 
they pressed for another, arguing that a man could not 
enter a house on one foot ; but the friars would extend 
their bounty no farther. The next qaestion was, whence 
they came, and whither they were going. They stated 
their desire to visit Sartach, and, in the first instance, 
Scaoatai, who, they had learned, commanded the out- 
posts on the frontier. Afler considerable delay, horsee 
and guides were promised ; but, in the mean time, intense 
enriosity was manifested respecting the contents of the 
oarts and the nature of the presents designed for the 
monarch, whether they were gold, silver, or precious 
elotbs ; but care was taken to afibrd no information on 
•nch subjects, llurtng a tedious delay, however they 

' continued, he says, incessantly ** begging our bread for 
their young brats, wondering at all things which they saw, 
and desiring to have them." He admits that they took 
nothing by force, but were most shameless and importu- 
nate beggars. As their demands were steadily resisted, 
the intercourse became so discourteous, that on leaving 
them, he felt as if " escaped out of the hands of devils.** 
Next day, he met the carts of Scacatai ** laden with 

' bouses, and methmight that a mighty city came to meet 
me.'* These moving abodes, composed of a frame of 
wicker, covered with white or black felt, and thirty feet 
in diameter, are placed on huge wagons, drawn each by 
twenty-two oxen. About three o'clock they " unladed 
their houses,** when there appeared huge droves of cattle 
and sheep, but very few men ; indeed the friars learned 
that the general had not under bun above five hundred 
soldiers. An interpreter who waited on them was pre- 
tested with some victuals, but he expressed much dis- 
content at not receiving also a rich garment. When they 
•bowed him the biscuit, wine, and apples, destined for 
the chief, he dechired these wholly inadequate, without 
the addition of valuable robes. It appeared, in fact, that 
cloth, with which they had come wholly unprovided, was 
the only article here esteemed* Even money was neither 
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known nor cared for, so that when presented with a gold 
coin they simply wished to know whether it were copper. 
However, it was necessary to admit them into the pres- 
ence of Scacatai, whom they approached with a good 
deal of timidity. He sat on a couch, having beside him 
his wife, whose nose formed a considerable subject of 
wonder to the friars, not yet accustomed to the peculiari- 
ty of Nf ongol features. They verily thought she had cut 
and pared it till she had led herself no nose at all. She 
had besmeared it and the eyebrows with a black pow- 
der, rendering herself, in their apprehension, a most ugly 
creature. However, the chief received them very gra- 
ciously, accepting their wine and fruits with the plea of 
poverty for not giving more. 

The worthy monks afterwards made great efforts to 
convert some of them to the true faith, but soon found an 
irresistible obstacle in the opinion which the Russians 
had instilled, that no true Christian could taste a drop , 
of koumiss, their favourite liquor, and without which, 
they asserted, that it was impossible to subsist in the 
desert. Rubruquis sought to persuade them that pure 
religion did not prohibit the temperate use of a whole* 
some beverage ; but the idea had taken such deep root, 
that nothing could remove it, and all his efforts proved 
abortive. 

On Whitsunday he received letters and guides for Sar- 
tach ; but in proceeding, he encountered so many annoy- 
ances, that he felt as if** he passed through one of helFs 
gates.** His attendants proved bold thieves ; but, taught 
wisdom by repeated losses, he kept very strict watch 
over them. He soon came to the narrow isthmus which 
connects the Crimea with the continent. Here were a 
ditch dug from sea to sea, and a customhouse for levying 
V duties, principally on salt. On leaving the peninsula, he 
entered the vast plain of Comania, or Kapchak. On one 
side was the gulf of Azof, on the- other an immense level 
surface, extending in some places upwards of twenty 
days* journey, and covered with the richest pasture, yet 
in the greater part of it not an inhabitant had been left. 
On this dreary route nothing appeared but water, sky, and 
the sepulchres of the Comanians. 

Russia is described as a vast country stretchiDg to- 
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wards the^north, but which had heen, and stiU was dread- 
My wasted by ^he Tartars. He endeavoured to employ 
his interpreter as a vehicle for conveying to the other at- 
tendants some knowledge of the Christian faith. The 
linguist, though objecting much to being made a preach- 
er, put on an appearance of complying ; but the acquisition 
of a slight smattering of the language enabled the friar to 
perceive that, instead of conveying pious instructions, he 
was talking on the most indifferent subjects. The at- 
tempt was therefore renounced. After some days the 
travellers arrived at the Tanais (Don), which is noticed 
as the boundary of Russia, and compared to the Seine for 
magnitude. Here they remained three days, being well 
regaled on turbot and other delicate fish. The country 
beyond was finely wooded and watered, abounding in 
fars, honey, and wax. From a difficulty in procuring 
horses, Rubruquis was obliged to walk a good part of the 
way ; but, in a few days, eatne in view of the Etilia or 
Volga, which struck him as the mightiest river he had 
ever seen. He was correctly informed as to its course 
into the Caspian, a lake or sea four months' journey in 
circuit. On the 2d of August, three days after leaving it, 
be arrived at the camp of Sartach. 

Here Tartar life was for the first time presented on a 
great scale ; for this chief had six wives, and his eldest 
son three ; while each female owned a large house and 
two hundred carts. It was necessary to appear before 
Cojat, a Nestorian in high authority ; but the guide was 
not a little dismayed at finding no present, either for him- 
self or that great personage. To the chief, who was 
seated in state, with music and dancing before him, the 
friar introduced himself as a man who had renounced 
gold, silver^ and every precious article, and possessed 
only the vestments proper to his ofilce ; having therefore 
nothing of his own, he could not give to others. This 
explanation was received graciously ; and after some 
questions respecting European princes, he was allowed 
to depart. But next morning an order came from the 
minister to bring all his books and vestments ; and, the 
stranger not daring to object, they were spread forth in 
the presence of numerous chiefs assembled on horseback. 
Strueli with their beauty, Cojat asked if he would bestow 
P 
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all those thifigs upon Sartach. Grief and trembling seized 
Riibruquis at this suggestion ; but with all the composure 
in his power, he stated that these were holy things, which 
it was unlawful for any except priests to wear. He was 
then desired to invest himself in them, and appear hefora 
the great lord. He took a rich cushion, a bible presented 
to him by the king, and a psalter, containing beautiful pic- 
tures, received from the queen. A curtain of felt being 
then raised, exhibited the chief seated in the midst of aU 
bis wives, and with great store of koumiss and drinking- 
cups on a bench before him. The monks entered sing- 
ing Salve Regina, when the clerk and interpreter, but not 
the friar, were required to bend the knee. The Mongol 
leaders, at the same time, were rushing in and rudely 
jostling them. Sartach examined the bible, and the cross 
with the image on it, putting some questions respecting 
both ; but our traveller was dismayed to hear nothing 
that favoured the report, upon which this painful journej 
had been undertaken, of his being a believer in the gos- 
pel. He never even seemed to refer to the subject, ex- 
cept in a tone of scoffing and derision. On inquiry, the 
sole ground of the rumour was found to be, that when 
Christian merchants, many of whom passed this way, 
brought liberal presents, they were graciously accepted ; 
but when Mohammedans offered larger gilU, they met a 
welcome still more cordial. 

To this severe disappointment was soon added another 
grievous affliction. Next morning after the interview, 
the Nestorian sent for him, and, according to the usual 
system, announced that he must proceed onward to the 
court of Baatu. The mandate was so peremptory, thai 
he did not attempt to object, but was dismayed at being 
desired to leave behind his bo«)ks and vestments. He 
argued strongly against this< demand, and thought he had 
succeeded ; but next day a priest and a brother of Cojat 
laid forcible hands upon them. On its being represented 
that they were necessary for a decent appearance before 
Baatu, the answer was, that the same articles could with 
DO propriety be exhibited before both princes. Rubruquis 
opened his mouth to make as he thought a triumphant 
reply, but was desired to be silent and depart. He con- 
trived, however, to secrete the bible, but durst not Ten- 
Digitized by LjOOQIC 



PEIOR TO MARCO POLO* 63 

tare on the psalter, which, from its golden pictures, had 
attracted peculiar attention. 

lo proceeding eastward, the friar was kept in great 
fear, being assured that a number of runaway captives, 
forming themselves into bands, often during the night 
attacked travellers, whom they murdered and robi)ed. 
He was extremely struck by the majestic appearance of 
the Volga, and wondered from what regions of the earth 
such huge and mighty waters should descend. Being m- 
formed of the great sea into which it fell, he had suffi- 
cient knowledge of geography to recognise it as the Gas* 
pian, and by his route detected the error, then prevailing 
it seems in Europe, of considering the latter a gulf of the 
Northern Ocean. 

On reaching the station of Baatu, he was astonished 
at the scene which presented itself The tent-like houses 
covered a vast space of ground, which had the appear- 
ance of a mighty city. Yet, like those of the children of 
Israel, they were arranged in regular order, and each 
man, when he unloaded his house from the cart, knew 
where to place it. The centre one, according to which 
all were placed, wds the great orda or tent of Baatu. On 
their arrival a Saracen received them, though without 
supplying victuals; and next day he led them to the 
prince, warning them not to speak till ordered, and then 
briefly. Vast crowds flocked to see the friars, who^ 
standing in the habit of their order, bareheaded and bare- 
footed, were, it is said ** a great and strange spectacle in 
their eyes." So accommcxiating was the khan, that he 
caused a large tent to be pitched, that the people might 
indulge their curiosity. The party being introduced, found 
him on a high g41ded seat, beside one of his wives, with 
the others on one side, while the rest of the space was 
filled by the chiefs. On a bench before him was koumiss 
in stately cups of silver and gold set with precious stones. 
Rubruquis being then called upon to kneel, bent upon one 
knee ; but finding this unsatisfactory, did not choose to 
contend, and dropped upon both. Misled by this position, 
instead of answering questions, he began a prayer for 
the conversion of the khan, with warning of the dreadfol 
consequences of unbelief. The prince merely smiled ; 
bat the derision which was loudly expressed by the sur- 
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rounding chiefs, threw him into a good deal of confnsion. 
He then delivered the king's letters, unwilling, it should 
seem, to describe himself as a royal messenger, but rather 
as sent by Sartach, and having come under the impres- 
sion that both he and Baatu were Christians ; a remark 
of which no notice was taken. The chief then began to 
inquire respecting the King of France, and the war which 
he was waging against the Saracens. He asked the friar 
to sit and take a draught of koumiss, and seeing his eyes 
cast down, desired him to look up. 

The reception was thus considered satisfactory; but 
no sooner had they gone out, than the usual dread an- 
nouncement was made, that they must proceed onward 
through Tartary, and appear before Mangou, the supreme 
khan. They were struck with consternation, the inter- 
preter declaring he esteemed himself a dead man. Ra- 
bruquis was also much discomposed by being told that he 
could take with him only this personage, whose conduct 
had much displeased him ; but by earnest entreaty he 
was allowed the associate, while the clerk was obliged to 
return. 

Being warned that he must travel four months through 
regions of extreme cold, he was made to leave most of 
his common clothes, and invest himself in gahnents of 
ram-skin, with the wool inside. He departed on the 16lh 
September, and proceeded through the country of Cangle 
(Kankli Tartars), having on the right the Caspian, and oa 
the left the region named Bulgaria the Greater. They 
were hurried rapidly forward, being obliged, he says, to 
travel every day as far as from Paris to Orleans ; a space 
which his troubles have evidently led him to overrate. 
As the Mongols chose always the best horses for them- 
selves, and our friar was corpulent and unwieldy, he found 
it a most laborious task to keep pace with them. His al- 
lowance in the morning was only a little millet and water, 
but in the evening mutton and a dish of broth, which 
marvellously refreshed him. On the whole, however, he 
complains that " of hunger and thirst, cold and weariness, 
there was no end." In twelve days he reached the great 
river Yakok (Yaik or Ural) coming from the country of 
Pascatir (the Bashkir Tartars). At this stage, ceasing to 
behold either city or town, they entered '* a huge and vast 
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^eseit, which was ia dimensions like unto the ocean sea.** 
The guide at first treated them with great contempt, and 
considered his lot bard in being obhged to accompany 
**8ach base fellows ;" however be gradually conceived a 
more favourable opinion of their characters, and introdu- 
ced them to the residence of lidhgci chiefs, by whom they 
were courteously entertained. Offers were even made to 
them of gold, silver, and fine cloths, and much surprise 
was expressed when these gifts were rejected. Inquiries 
were renewed as to the western countries, the number 
of cattle and sheep in them, and particularly whether the 
great pope was, as bad been reported, 600 years old. After 
a long progress they turned southward, and found ranges 
of mountains interspersed with fertile valleys and large 
rivers. On the banks of one was a city named Coilao, 
represented as the seat of a great trade, but which, with 
other places mentioned, our imperfect knowledge of the 
region renders it difficult to identify. Here the traveller 
met votaries of the Shaman or Buddhist religion, so widely 
diffused through Eastern Asia. He saw their idols of 
large dimensions placed behind a chest or table oovered 
with candles and rich oblations : a report was even made 
of one in Cathay, which could be seen at the distance of 
two days* journey. Yet, on being strictly interrogated, 
they professed belief in the unity and spirituality of the 
Deity, and represented themselves as venerating such 
images as representations only of deceased friends. Theii 
priests reside in convents, containing one or two hundred 
inmates. On meeting in the temples, they remain in long 
rows, when, though profoundly silent, they are understood 
to be mentally repeating certain mysterious words. Ouz 
friar made frequent but vain efforts to provoke them to 
speech. The Mongols adopt their system, not generally, 
but to the extent of framing in felt likenesses of dead re- 
lations, and placing them in a separate tent, into which 
none but themselves are permitteid to enter. Rubruquis 
made the attempt, but got himself heartily scolded in con- 
sequence. They have also diviners, who precede theix 
marches, and fix the spot where the tents are to be pitched. 
On leaving Coilac and the Uke, they proceeded north- 
ward through a mountainous region covered with deep 
snow. No human abodes appeared, except the post-sta* 
F2 
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tions maintained by the sovereign, and even these at no 
yery convenient distances. Violent gusts of wind, which, 
are said to be sometimes so strong as to blow travellers 
into the rivers or lakes, rushed through the valleys. They 
came to a pass of the most frightful aspect, which super- 
stition had peopled with demons, who were believed occa- 
sionally to dart forth and carry off unfortunate strangers. 
Rubruquis was requested to guard against these dangers 
by some good words ; and he complied so far as to read 
the creed, when the whole party passed without the slight- 
est molestation from Satan or his emissaries. This raised 
his reputation so high, that he was importuned from all 
quarters for bits of writing ; and hence he conceived that, 
with an expert interpreter, he might have made a number 
of converts. At length they came to the plain where Ken 
(Cuyn6 or Kuyuk) Khan had been visited by Carpini. 
Mangou, however, had chosen a different residence, which 
they could reach only by going northward, over another 
range of high country. In their progress they came to a 
plain like the sea, where there was not even a molehill ; 
and another day brought them to the palace of that great 
lord. 

They experienced no veiy cordial welcome ; for while 
the guide had a spacious house assigaed to him, the three 
Europeans were thrust into a little cottage, with scarcely 
room to lay their clothes. Being, as usual, interrogated 
as to his purpose, Rubruquis replied, that he had visited 
Sartach on the supposition of his being a Christian, and 
had been sent forward by him and by Baatu. They next 
demanded whether he came to make peace 1 He replied 
that his master, the French king, having never done them 
wrong, he knew not why they should make war upon him. 
It soon transpired, however, that by peace they really 
meant submission ; and they continued repeating, in a 
tone of lofty wonderment, " why came you, seeing you 
came not to make peace 1 " He seems to have been hereby 
transported beyond the bounds of Christian feeling, inti- 
mating a disposition to preach war against them to the 
ends of the earth. 

Next day, the friar having appeared m public bare- 
footed according to the costume of his order, drew round 
' bim a crowd of men. who gazed on him as a monster, 
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asking if he wished to lose his feet. In fact, during the 
'day, his toes became frozen, and it was necessary to cover 
this part of his person. Seeing a house with a cross upon 
it, he entered and found a well-ordered altar with images, 
and an Armenian, somewhat lean, and clad in rough hair- 
cloth, who received him cordially. This person had come 
from the territory of Jerusalem, in the hope of converting 
Mangou Khan, and earnestly exhorted Rubruquis to stren- 
uous exertions for that purpose. He even advised him, 
in case of compliance, to tender the submission of the 
French king ; an expedient which the other refused to 
adopt. Towards evening, they obtained a small meal ; 
but the guide and his companions, having got drunk, never 
thought of them ; indeed they seemed not to attract at- 
tention in any quarter. 

A few days after, however, they were brought to the 
court, and being examined by some Nestorian priests as 
to the degree of homage they were willing to pay the great 
khan, they gave satisfactory answers, and were led to the 
gate of his house. When they had sung a hymn, and been 
carefully searched for concealed weapons, the felt curtain 
was raised, showing the interior of the tent covered all 
over with cloth of gold. The khan, seated on a bed or 
rather sofa, appeared about forty-five, of the middle size, 
with a flat nose, and wrapt in rich and brilliant fur. Be- 
side him sat his wife, a pretty little young woman ; also, 
Cirina, a grown-up daughter, with hard features, under- 
stood to be mistress of the household. Four different 
liquors were offered, but he left the choice to themselves, 
and was presented with one made from rice, of which, 
moved by respect, he drank a little. It happened that 
Mangott had in the apartment some falcons and other 
birds, which he made to light on his hand, and whose 
movements interested him so much more than the mes- 
sage of the friars, that for a long time he took no notice 
of them whatever. At length, they were desired to speak, 
being at the same time ordered to drop upon their knees. 
Rubruquis gave the same account as before of the circum- 
stances which bad led him to visit the imperial court, 
concluding with a request to remain in the country, and 
teach his religion. He added an apology for not having 
brought gold, silver, or other precious articles. The 
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khan replied in lofty terms : — ** Even as the tan spreads 
his beams every where, so our power and Baatu*s spreads 
itself eveiy where, so that we have no need of your silver 
and gold." Here, however, a serious obstacle arose tQ 
farther intercourse. The interpreter had taken such ad- 
vantage of the abundant supply of liquor, that he could no 
longer distinctly convey the sentiments intrusted to him. 
The extreme awkwardness of this situation was allevi- 
ated by the appearance of strong symptoms that Mangoa 
had also indulged too Ireely ; and under these circum- 
stances, the earliest opportunity was embraced of taking 
their leave. They were followed by the secretary, wh« 
proceeded to examine them respecting the kingdom of 
France, especially the number of rams, oxen, and horses 
contained in it. These inquiries, to our traveller's deep 
indignation, were found to be made on the understanding 
that the Tartars were presently to proceed thither an! 
take possession of the whole. It was also announced 
that Mangou charitably allowed him to remain two months, 
when the extreme cold would be mitigated. He solicited 
permission to reside permanently, but received no answer. 
He had now the satisfaction of meeting a lady from 
Mentz, whose husband was employed as an architect, and 
began to find himself generally viewed with a more fa- 
vourable eye. Having complained, that in his present 
mansion he had not even room to pray for the khan, he 
was provided with an abode somewhat more spacious. 
The supply of victuals even woukl have been tolerable, 
were it not that whenever the party sat down to their 
meals, half'Starved natives rushed in for a share. The 
monk indeed asserted that the khan was at least partial 
to Christians ; but this soon appeared to be a complete 
deception. He merely maintained a friendly intercourse 
with ail the sects, and obtained from each prayers and 
favourable predictions ; while they readily followed his 
court, «* as flies do honey." He bestowed on them gifts, 
and they prophesied to him prosperity. This mortifying 
impartiality became very evident on a great holiday, when 
the Nestorian priests went in first and performed thenr 
ceremonies ; but they were followed by the Saracens, and 
these by the idolaters. The friar, having one day entered 
a Nestorian chapel, was much surprised to find Mangoa 
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seated. He was made to sing a psalm, and to show his 
bible, breviary, and images, which the prince carefully 
examined. The latter then departed, but his lady re- 
mained, and having filled a large cup with liquor, desired 
a blessing on it, fell on her knees, and drank it off. Similar 
observances continued, till her majesty, being completely 
drunk, was carried home in her chariot. Rubruquis gen- 
erally remarks, that the persons here calling themselves 
Christians, did the utmost dishonour to their holy profes- 
sion. Courting the grandees by the most abject flattery, 
they allowed their magical and idolatrous rites to pass 
without censure, and instead of reproving their intoxica- 
tion, shared it in the most scandalous manner. He was 
much dissatisfied even with his Armenian friend, whom 
he accompanied to a great lady called Cota, then ex- 
tremely unwell, and on whom lUl the arts of magic and 
divination had been vainly exhausted. The priest pre- 
sented what he termed holy water, but it proved to be an 
infusion of rhubarb, the effects of which were represented 
as supernatural, and being probably adapted to the full 
habit of body which her mode of living had produced, af- 
forded speedy relief. Our friar was at first struck with 
awe at the sight of this object, which he conceived as 
hearing a sacred and mysterious character ; but on learn- 
ing that it was a mere cathartic root, expressed much 
displeasure at such deception. He observed too, that 
though, in drinking, the lady did homage to the cross, 
there were four swords half-drawn disposed at each side 
and both ends of the bed ; while a 'silver chalice, sus- 
pected to have been carried off from a church in Hungary, 
was filled with ashes and a black stone, evidently for pur- 
poses of conjuration ; yet to these profane objects no ex- 
ception was taken by the monk. 

Towards the end of I^nt, the khan removed to his rojral 
eeat of Karakorum, when the friars, with other ofiicial at- 
tendants, were expected to accompany him. The route 
lay northward, among hills covered with deep snow ; and 
the cold becoming-most intense, their prayers were soli- 
cited in order that the animals composing the train might 
not perish. After two days it abated, and on Palm Sun- 
day, at nine in the morning, they entered the city, bearing 
the CT9SB fltofl^ and met a Nestorian procession, which 
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ftkey accompanied to church. This capita) of an empire 
which embraced nearly half the worlds is described as un- 
fit to bear any comparison with the town of St. Denis, 
near Paris. There were two principal atreets, one occu- 
pied by the Sairacens, adjacent to the court where the 
fairs were held, and merchants chiefly resorted ; the other 
by the Chinese, where trades and manufactures were 
practised. The palace, situated near the gate, occupied 
an extensive space, enclosed by a brick wall like a monas- 
tery. The great hall for festivals is compared to a church, 
having two rows of pillars, and three gates on the south ; 
while on the north side was the raised seat for the mon- 
arch. William Bouchier, husband to the lady from Mentx, 
had constructed here a most admired ornament. It was 
p silver tree, having at its foot four lions, while through 
the trunk ascended an equal number of pipes, conveying 
respectively wine, koumiss, mead, and rice liquor. From 
the top, these conduits branched downwards, and became 
connected with serpents, which twined round the body of 
the tree. On the summit stood an angid, who, on a sig- 
nal given by the butler, blew a trumpet, at which scNind 
the servants, from copious stores provided in a concealed 
apartment, filled the pipes with their appropriate bever- 
ages. These, after making the circuit i( the trunk and 
branches, descended into vessels prepared beneath for 
their reception. The khan held two great annual festi- 
vals, one at Easter, and the other at Midsummer, whioh 
last, as the more important, was attended by ailthe cbiefr 
within twenty days* journey. Out these occasions he had 
a very elevated place, where he ^* sat above like a god.". 
One lady was seated by him ; while other places, consid- 
erably beneath, but still higher than those for the rest of 
the company, were occupied by the members of his fam- 
ily. All the men were on one side, the women on the 
other ; while in the midst, between the throne and the 
silver tree, was an empty space for servants er ambassa- 
dors. 

The authorities at Karakorum were found in eonsider- 
aible agitation, in consequence of a report that 400 assas- 
sins, disguised in various habits, were on the watch lo 
kill the emperor. The friars underwent a strict examina- 
tiofi by the magistracy, and afterwards at court bgr aeve- 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



PRIOR TO MARCO POLO. 71 

n1 of the chief secretaries. To the latter the ultimata 
statement of Rabraquis was, that he came to spealc to the 
iLhan words of God. They then demanded what words 
these were, expecting, he believes, that according to the 
usual practice, they would consist in announcing some 
prosperous event. On the contrary, he gave an honest 
and faithful exposition of Christian duty. Tlie examinefs 
being mostly Saracens, were much displeased, and took 
a- most unfair advantage of him, by demanding whether 
his remarks did not imply that Mangou Khan did not keep ' 
the oc»mmandments of God. This cruel thrust he attempt- 
ed to parry by saying that he was ready to expound his 
^ews to the monarch, leaving him to determine that point 
for himself. The other party, however, choosing, not 
without some reason, to consider him as thus admitting 
their allegation, proceeded directly to inform his majesty 
that he was denounced by this stranger not only as an 
idolater, but a violater of the divine statutes. Mangou 
appears to have been a good deal discomposed ; yet he did 
not take any violent step. He merely sent his secretaries 
to the friars, observing that the Christians, Saracens, and 
Tuines (idolaters), had separate laws and books, eind each 
insisted that his own was the best. He desired, therefore, 
that they should meet, explain, and compare their respect- 
ive tenets, so that he might judge which was purest. 
Vet his displeasure was shown by the arrival next day of 
the messengers to announce, that having now resided long 
in the country, they must take their departure. They had 
indeed much exceeded the two months allowed in the be- 
ginning of January, having neariy reached Whitsun-eve ; 
yet they had 'hoped to be silently permitted to remain. 
The same wish was intimated, as in the case of Carpini, 
that ambassadors should accompany them to France ; but 
Rohruquis declared his inability to guarantee their safety 
in the warlike countries through which he was to pass. 

The preparations for the conference continued, and seem 
to have excited a considerable ferment, since the kha* 
thought it necessary to proclaim, *' that none speak con- 
tentious or injurious words to other, nor make any tumult, 
OR pain of death." The idolaters murmured somewhat 
loodly at this unprecedented attempt to dive into their se- 
fiitts ; httt they were not allowed to eecape. By the final 
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arrangement, the friar was pitched against them,~second- 
ed by the Nestorians, and even the Saracens, who con- 
. curred in his undertaking to prove the existence of one 
supreme deity, whilst the opposite party maintained the 
false doctrine : — " fools say there is one God, bat wise 
men say there are many." From his report, he appears 
really to have maintained the argument in a very respect- 
able manner, and boasts that his opponents, though with- 
out manifesting any signs of conviction, were reduced to 
ailence. The two other parties celebrated this issue with 
a song of triumph, and then, according to their usual cus- 
tom, by copious libations. 

Next day, Rnbruquis was again called to court, but 
warned to say nothing relative to bis departure, as that 
was a point irrevocably decided. On coming into the 
presence, he was sharply asked, whether he had really 
termed the monarch an idolater. He denied it» and hair- 
ing repeated what he really said, was told it was well, a« 
the alleged speech would have been highly improper. 
Mangou then began a sort of confession o? faitk intima-^ 
ting, that he believed and served one God, who, he sup- 
posed, might reveal himself in difierent modes» to differ- 
ent nations. He taunted the friar, by remarking that the 
Christians, who had received the Scriptures, did not ob- 
serve them ; but afterwards said, he meant no personal 
application. He even offered gold, silver, and fine cloths ; 
but the holy man said, he wanted only aid for his journey, 
with a pass that would carry him to the King of Armenia^ 
He was told that he should have both. Having then ob- 
tained leave to speak, he somewhat earnestly solicited 
permission to return ; but after some musing, the answer 
was given : — " You have a long way to go ; make your- 
self strong with food." In this not uncourteous refusal 
he was obliged to acquiesce. 

Rubruquis, though he declined receiving a political en- 
voy, had readily agreed to take a letter, the composition 
of which occupied a considerable time. The court, in- 
deed, was entirely engrossed by the arrival of ambassa- 
dors from Bagdad, from India^ and from Turkey, and by 
a festival, at which much drinking took place. At length 
the epistle was delivered, the terms of which are some- 
what intricate ; but the general .tenor was to announce, as 
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Qsnal, the empire of the world conferred by heaven upon 
Gengis %nd his posterity, the obligation of the King of 
France, as of all other monarchs, to obey it, and the se- 
rioas consequences that would result if he failed to com- 
ply. It was the 9th of July before the mission were ready^ 
to depart, when, notwithstanding their resolution against 
receiving presents, they found it necessary, out of respect 
to the monarch, to accept each a single garment. This 
disinterestedness was extolled by the Nestorians to the 
idolaters ; but they replied, it was because the travellers, 
were fools, while they themselves, like wise men, if the 
khan should offer all he possessed, would gladly accept it. 
Rubruquis, in his return, was enabled by the milder sea- 
son to take a more direct course, by which, in two months 
• and ten days, he reached the court of Baatu. The tract 
of country, however, through which he passed, was most 
desolate ; and on one occasion only did he see the appear- 
ance of a house. Sartach was met on his way to pay 
homage to Mangou ; he treated the pilgrims courteously, 
and gave an order on Gojat*s father to deliver up all the 
articles that had been detained. Having determined to 
proceed by land, on account of the approach of winter, the 
travellers were furnished by Baatu with a guide to con- 
duct them to the Soldan of Turkey. In passing through 
the Caucasian territory, they found the mountain-regions 
occupied by independent tribes, who made frequent inroads 
into the plain, so that even with a good escort they did 
not feel altogether secure. Proceeding through Derbend, 
or the Iron Gate, they came to the junction of the Kur 
and Araxes ; then ascended the course of the latter river, 
having Mount Ararat on their right. On reaching Erze* 
roum they found themselves within the Turkish domin- 
ion, and proceeded direct to Iconium, its capital, for that 
empire then scarcely extended beyond Asia Minor. It 
was found much weakened by war with the Tartars and 
other vicissitudes ; so that it was said, <* a child ruleth in 
Turkey, having no treasure, few warriors, and many en- 
emies." That power, however, was destined soon after- 
wards to break forth with increased energy, and become 
the terror of Europe. Rubruquis embarked at Aias for 
Cyprus, and thence proceeded to Antioch and Tripoli, 
'where he rejoined his chapter. 
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These two expeditions conveyed to Europe a pretty dis- 
tinct view of the economy of that mighty empire, which 
held sway over nearly one-half of the world, and struck 
terror into the rest. The spectacle is the more interest- 
ing, too, as it is now passed for ever. A people sunk in 
the depth of barbarism, ruling or overawing the entire cir- 
cle of civilized nations, is a phenomenon which the lapse 
of ages can never reproduce. Intelligence, wealth, ma- 
chinery, now give to the latter, an undisputed superiority 
over brute courage ; and ten British regiments would have 
speedily subverted the empires of Gengis and of Timur in 
their greatest glory. The aspect, therefore, which the 
first and greatest of these presented, must be very deserv- 
ing of attention. One of the circumstances which most 
struck the friars was the complete and absolute subjec- 
tion in which the khans held a people, wlio might least 
tiave been expected to submit to such rule. They had 
seen in Europe, not indeed any regular despotism, yet the 
high domination of lords over their serfs, and of the heads 
of the church over the inferior orders ; but no subordina- 
tion, civil or ecclesiastical, could be compared with that 
which they here witnessed. The monarch appointed to 
'each chief his place of residence,'Ordered him wherever he 
pleased, to war, to life, or to death, and was obeyed with- 
out the slightest hesitation. No man, in relation to him, 
eould call any possession his own, but held everything at 
the command of the ruler. His messengers were furnish- 
ed with horses, and whatever they wanted, in the coun- 
tries through which they passed. If he desired to add to 
his wives the daughter or sister of any. of his subjects, 
she was yielded up without hesitation ; nay, a seleetion 
of the most beautiful maidens was periodically made, of 
whom he retained part for himself, and distributed the 
others among his officere. To account for a sway so des- 
potic, we may remark, that all Tartary was then one vast 
camp, engaged in habitual war ; and to carry on military 
operations with success, complete discipline and subordi- 
nation were necessary. Gengis had also succeeded in 
overawing an ignorant people, by a pretended commis* 
sion, and even it was said, a forged letter from the deity, 
j)lacing in his hands the dominion of the whole world. 
His splendid victories and extensive conquests, might 
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seem to confirm this donation ; and even their pride might 
lead them to submit to aa authority which had raised their 
nation to such a height of greatness. 

Another circumstance, equally opposite to preconceived 
ideas, was the polish, courtesy, and respectful familiarity, 
which distinguished their social intercourse. Quarrels, 
blows, combats, and bloodshed, then so frequent in Eu- 
rope, were not witnessed, even amid their deepest po- 
tations. Honesty was every where conspicuous ; their 
wagons and other property were secure without locks or 
guards ; and if any of their cattle strayed, arrangements 
were made by which they were speedily recovered. Not- 
withstanding the frequent scarcity of victuals, they were 
generous in relieving those in greater want than them- 
selves. But towards all other nations they displayed the 
most inordinate pride. Great kings from different parts 
of Asia occasionally visited the khan ; yet the meanest 
Tartars, appointed to attend on those princes, treated 
them as their inferiors, took precedence of them in walk- 
ing, and occupied the princijMd seats in the apartments. 
Their reckless massacres in war, too, were generally 
known. It is even asserted, that to promote their views 
of conquest, there was no deceit or stratagem to which 
they would not stoop ; nay, that they had gained more by 
these arts than by their valour in the field. It most, how- 
ever, be observed, that the law of nations, in regard to 
ambassadors, appears to have been very well observed, 
even where their conduct d id not give satisfaction . While 
within the territoiy, they were guarded, and their wants 
supplied ; and if in this last respect they often suffered 
much misery, it seems to have been rather the fault of 
subordinate functionaries, than the intention of the rulers. 

In the domestic condition of this people we observe re- 
markable contrasts. Within their rude tents glittered all 
the pomp of the East ; gems, gold, the richest fabrics of 
Bagdad, India, and China. These were brought profusely 
in name of presents, but in reality under the influence of 
fear as tribute. Yet this splendour was accompanied 
with a scanty supply even of the humblest necessaries of 
life. The subsistence of the great body of the people de- 
pended almost entirely on the milk of their cattle, during 
tb0 season when it could be procured. That of mares 
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was preferred to all others, especially after being ierraent- 
ed into their favourite liquor. In its absense, that of 
cows, sheep, and goats, was gladly consumed. In win- 
ter, when animals no longer yielded this beverage, re- 
course was had to millet, not made into bread, but dis- 
solved in a large proportion of melted snow, and drunk 
^s if it had been milk. Those who could afford to kill a 
sheep from time to time had in the evening a small dish 
of mutton made into broth. Even this scanty diet often 
failed, and these hardy warriors were obliged to spend 
whole days without food, — a privation which they bore 
patiently and even gaily. Yet this fortitude in submitting 
to necessity can scarcely be called temperance* since at 
their feasts, and on every occasion when koumiss could 
be procured, they indulged in the wildest excesses of in- 
toicication. It may have been observed, that even at the 
imperial banquets, the entertainment did not go beyond a 
sufficiency of mutton ; the real luxury consisting in aa 
immoderate consumption of intoxicating fluids. — ^The 
general conduct of the sexea was correct ; their discourse 
was free from immodesty ; and the breach of the mar- 
riage-vow was severely punished. But the extreme 
length to which pcdygamy was carried among the chiefs 
was at once iimmorai, and unjust towards the body of the 
people. 

The religious condition of this singular society may be 
sufficiently collected from the narrative already giv«n. 
The family of Gengis and all the great leaders professed 
a species of deism, which might even have been consid- 
ered pure, had it not been solely employed as an engine 
of state policy. Its main tenet was the commission given 
from on high to hold the whole earth in subjection, and 
the consequent right to carry war and desolation among 
every people who should refuse to obey the mandate. In 
other respects a complete toleration was extended to the 
different creeds which prevailed in the country ; inclu- 
ding that of the Nestorian Christians, of the Mohamme- 
dans, who, as long as the caliphate survived, were called 
Saracens ; and lastly, of the votaries of the Shaman su- 
perstition, nearly identical with that of Boodh or Fo, — ^ 
a system widely didused through Eastern Asia. The 
Tiriests of all these sects were not only favoured hut court- 
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ed, admitted to the palace, and loaded with gifts ; while 
to each separately was held out the hope of bis tenet's 
being adopted by the monarch. No such intention, it 
may be presumed, was ever entertained ; yet besides the 
policy of conciliating the respective votaries, there does 
not seem to have been wanting a certain vague belief in 
them all, to the extent at least of expecting benefit from 
their prayers, and the fulfilment of auspicious predictions. 
The imperial creed too, amid its boasted purity, included 
for purposes of divination and the cure of diseases, the 
meanest and most childish practices. 

Carpini has given an account of the military system of 
the Tartars, — a subject which then excited in Europe the 
most intense interest. It seems to have included syste- 
matic arrangements, then unknown in Europe, where the. 
troops rushing to battle under their feudal lords, displayed 
little more than a gallant onset. Here they were arranged 
in bodies of 10, IQO, 1000, 10,000, commanded by officers 
rising always higher in station ; while a few, of still more 
elevated rank, exercised the general direction of the war. 
They did not mingle with the combatants, but remained 
in the rear issuing orders. If any members of a corps 
fled while the others maintained their ground, or stood 
aloof while the rest advanced, they were killed on the 
spot. Notwithstanding their daring valour, they resorted 
to every species of stratagem. They sometimes placed 
their captives on horseback in the rear, or formed even 
clothes into the shape of men, in order to magnify their 
apparent numbers. Before an engagement, detachments, 
were placed in ambush, which, during the conflict, appear- 
ed suddenly on the enemy*s flanks, spreading confusion? 
and dismay. When they were to cross a broad river, they 
spread over it large hides, fastened by the corners with, 
ropes, placing themselves and their baggage upon theuL 
Horses were then attached in front, the foremost line of 
which was guided by men swimming. On capturing a. 
city, inquiry was made for the best artificers, who, with 
a few others to serve as slaves, were carried along with 
them ; all the rest were massacred without mercy. 
Noble or distinguished persons were never spared, or if 
by any chance they were, it was only to be kept in per- 
petual captivity. 

G2 
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The panic which still reigned in Europe of a socond 
Tartar invasion proved happily unfounded; the khans 
being diverted in the first instance by more tempting ob- 
jects. HulagUy a nephew of Mangou, in 1268^ subverted 
the caliphate, and Kublai, in the course of the next twelve 
years, made the complete conquest of China. The most 
violent dissensions then broke out among the members 
of this powerful dynasty, and the vast mass was soon 
broken into separate and hostile fragments. Kublai was 
the last who was owned as Grand Khan of all the Tar- 
tars ; and even his real power did not extend far beyond 
the limits of China. There we shall find him» in the 
narrative of Marco Polo, combining the rude magnificence 
of the desert with the pomp and somewhat of the ele- 
gance of the most civili^ empire then in the world. 
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Preliminary Notice. 

At the time when the events now related took place, 
ties of a more salutary nature connected Europe with the 
Eastern world. The Italian towns had become conspic« 
nous as the scenes where arts and commerce, after be- 
ing nearly crushed by the inroad of the barbarous nations, 
first began to revive. Their manufacturing industry, in- 
deed, though very considerable, was surpassed by that 
of the Low Countries ; still they formed almost the sole 
channel by which intercourse was maintained with Asia, 
whence at that time were imported all articles of luxury, 
— precious stones, pearls, spices, and cloths of unrivalled 
fineness. Venice, Genoa, and Pisa contended with each 
other in this career ; but the first, owing to her situation 
and superior power, held the principal place. Her posi- 
tion was much advanced by a very extraordinary event, 
which occurred in the beginning of the thirteenth centa- 
ly. A crusade had been organized in France among a 
number of the nobles who, proceeding to Venice, procured 
the necessary shipping by inducing Dandolo, the doge, a 
gallant chief, with other distinguished persons, to share 
in the enterprise. On reaching the shores of the Le- 
vant, their views tocjk.a very singular direction ; for in- 
stead of advancing to the Holy Land, they turned their 
arms against Constantinople, carried that capital by storm, 
and placed Baldwin, count of Flanders, on the imperial 
throne of the East. The Venetians shared, not only the 
booty, but also the power acquired by this wicked achieve- 
ment. They were allowed to occupy an extensive quar- 
ter of the city, and to maintain there a podesta or bailo, 
invested with very ample jurisdiction. 

There had never been wanting native merchants, ready 
to bring the desired commodities from the remoter pro- 
vinces of Asia to the contiguous parts of Europe. But 
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the Venetian traders, encouraged by their increasing pros- 
perity, and the advantageous position now attained, began 
to aim at penetrating into the interior, and obtaining the 
goods on better terms in the country where they were 
produced. The dominions of the caliph, the head of the 
Mohammedan faith, opposed, it is true, a powerful obsta- 
cle to their taking the most direct route. But the succes- 
sors of Gengis, though so terrible and merciless in the field, 
welcomed in their tented cities, without the least distinc- 
tion of country or religion, all who brought articles that 
were either ornamental or useful. We have seen from 
Rubruquis, how Christian merchants, on paving their way 
with presents, passed unmolested through the camps of 
Sartach and Baatu. There were soon found distinguish- 
ed citizens of Venice ready to follow in the same track. 

Nicolo and Maffio Polo, two indiyiduals who united the 
character, then common, of nobles and traffickers, in the 
middle of the thirteenth century, set out for Constantino- 
ple, whence they proceeded to the shores of the Crimea. 
There they were encouraged to visit a great Tartar chief 
on the Volga, where a series of events, for which we shall 
refer to the following narrative, led them on eastwards as 
far as China. After a short stay, they returned to Ven- 
ice ; and two years later, went back, according to engage- 
ment, carrying with them Marco, son to Nicolo, a promis- 
ing youth. They spent twenty-four years in the East, 
chiefly at the court of the great khan, the Tartar mon- 
arch who ruled over China. At the end of that time they 
finally returped ; but, on reaching, Venice were so com- 
pletely altered, — ^their dress, appearance, and even lan- 
guage had become so foreign, — ^that their nearest friends 
were unable to recognise them. After obtaining with dif- 
ficulty access to their paternal mansion, they determined 
by a public display to satisfy their countrymen as to the 
happy results of their journey. All their relations and ac- 
quaintances were invited to a magnificent feast. They 
then presented themselves in splendid dresses, first of 
crimson satin, next of damask, and lastly of velvet bearing 
the same colour, which they successively threw oflT and 
distributed among the company. Returning in their ordi- 
nary attire, Marco produced the rags in which they had 
been disguised, ripped them open, and exhibited such a 
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profusion of diamonds, rabies, sappbires, and precious 
jewels, as completeiy dazzled the spectators. Mr. Mars- 
den questions this anecdote, as unsuitable to the dignity 
of their characters ; yet there is no reason to suppose in 
them any indifierence to display ; and Ramusio assure^ 
us, that about 200 years after, when he was a boy, he had 
been told it by Malipiero, an aged and respectable sena- 
tor, who had heard the story from his own grandfather. 
It appears certain, that on the news of their wealth and 
adventures, persons of all ranks, ages, and professions, 
floclced to the house with congratulations and inquiries. 
Marco, whose society was courted by all the distinguish- 
ed youths, stood forth as principal orator. Having often 
occasion in his enumerations of people and treasure, to 
repeat the term million, then not very common in Europe, 
the surname of Millione was applied to him, first in jest, 
bat Ramusio says he has seen him thus named in the re- 
cords of the republic ; and the house in which he lived, 
down to that day, bore the title of the Corte del Millione, 
Count Boni has even adopted this as the title of his learn- 
ed vrotk on the subject. 

Meantime, he appears not to have thought of commit- 
ting his observations to writing ; and the fruits of his trav- 
els would probably never have reached posterity, but for 
a severe misfortune by which he was overtaken. Venice 
and Genoa, those two mighty rivals, were then at open 
war ; and news arrived that a fleet belonging to the lat- 
ter had appeared on the coast of Dalmatia. Andrea Dan- 
dolo was immediately sent against them, when Marco» 
with characteristic spirit, offered his services and was ap- 
pointed to the command of a galley. The squadrons en- 
countered near the island of Curzola ; and it was a disas- 
trous day for Venice. Her fleet was completely defeated ; 
and Dandolo himself, who was made prisoner, escaped 
only by a voluntary death the ignominy of being carried 
in triumph to Genoa. Mareo, also, was wounded and 
taken ; but, too wise to imitate the rash example of his 
commander, he was conveyed to that city, and lodged in 
prison. Here, according to Ramusio, his character and 
adventures excited an extraordinary interest ; and being 
-visited by the principal inhabitants, his captivity was ren- 
dered as mild as possible. A more important circum* 
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BtaDce was, that he had a fellow prisoner, Rasticians, m 
citizen of Pisa, though of French origin, who was imbued 
with an enthusiastic love of legendary and romantic lore. 
One of such a temper could not but listen with rapture 
to the wondrous tale of his companion ; and it was soon 
agreed between them, that it would be most unjust to the 
world to withhold from it the knowledge of so many mar- 
yellous scenes as those which he had witnessed. Marco, 
we suspect, was no great penman ;* but his companion 
was fond of composition, though without having attained 
very high proficiency. We quite agree with Count Boni, 
from the tenor of the narrative, that the traveller wrote 
no part of it, but merely dictated ; nay, we doubt much if 
there was any such regular or author-like process as this 
term would imply. We should rather say that he talked 
it to his companion, who wrote it down as he best could. 
The frequent change from the first to the third person 
seems to prove, that while some parts were thus com- 
mitted to paper, others were written from memory after 
the conversation. Thus, by a curious combination of 
circumstances, was produced, in a foreign language and 
an irregular form, this extraordinary history. It was still 
a sealed book to the traveller's countrymen ; but there 
seems every reason to believe that it soon received an 
Italian dress, under which it was rapidly circulated. 

On the 12th May 1299, peace was concluded between 
the two rival cities ; and Marco in consequence regained 
his liberty.t On his arrival, he found a considerable 
change in the family* His father, dreading, it is said, 
that through the son's captivity there should be no heirs 
to his great wealth, had taken a young wife ; not being, 
perhaps, unwilling to excuse, on this ground, a step which 
might seem unsuitable to his age. Hence Marco found 
on his return three young brothers who had been bom 
during his absence. He had too much discretion to take 
umbrage at this circumstance, or the consequent diminu- 

* According to Bamusio, lie sent to Venice for hit notet, which are 
indeed repeate^y referred to in that editor's text ; but, aa not the slight- 
eat mention it made of them in any of the earlier editions, we greatly 
doubt if they ever existed. 

t Boni, II Millione, i. introd. xiz. Mr. Marsden supposes him libera- 
ted by the kindness of the Genoese ; but the Count seems to hare had 
mons pncifla infonnatioin. 
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tion of riches, which, indeed, were still satBciently ample 
for all parties. Following soon after the example of his 
parent, he became the father of two daughters, nanied 
Moretta and Fantina. The rest of his life was spent in 
Venice ; but modern inquirers have in vain sought to trace 
in it a single incident. It has only been discovered, that 
his will was made in 1323, proving him to have at least 
exceeded the age of sixty-six. 
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Introductory Narrative of the Journey. 

Prolo8^e-~Jounie7 of Nicolo and Maffio Polo into the East — ^Their Arri-' 
val at the Court oi KnbJai the Tartar Emperor of China^Sent back 
on a Mission to the Pope — Return, carrying Marco with them — Final 
Departure, and Voyage through the Indian Ocean to Persia— ArriTal 
at Venice. 

Prologae. 

Ekperors, kings, dukes, marquises, countSi knights, 
and all persons wishing to know the various generations 
of men in the world, also the kingdoms, provinces, and 
all the regions of the East, read this book ; in it you will 
find very great and wonderful things of the nations, chiefly 
of Armenia, Persia, and Tartary, India, and various other 
provinces. In the present work Messer Marco Polo, a 
prudent and learned citizen of Venice, relates in order 
the various things which be himself saw, or heard from 
men of honour and truth. And those who read this 
book may be assured that all things in it are true. For I 
would have you to know that, from the creation of Adam 
to the present day, no Pagan, or Saracen, or Christian, 
or any other person of whatever race or generation, ex- 
plored so many parts of the world, or saw such great 
wonders as this Messer Marco Polo. He being in the year 
of our Lord 1295 shut up as a captive in the prisons of 
Genoa, thought with himself what a great evil it would 
be, if the wonders seen and heard by him should not be 
known to those who could not view them with their own 
eyes. He therefore caused the accounts here contained 
to be written by Messer S. Rusticians of Pisa, who was 
confined with him in the same prison, in the year of our 
Lord 1298. 
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L^NiooIo and Mtffio Polo tnvel into the Eaat. 
In the year of our Lord 1350, the Emperor Baldwin 
reigning at Constantinople, Nicolo Polo, father of the said 
Marco, and Maffio, brother of Nicok), entered a ship, laden 
with divers costly goods ; and, spreading their sails, 
committed themselves to the deep. They arrived in 
safety at Constantinople, where they disposed of their 
cargo with advantage. They then determined to proceed 
together, in search of farther profit, to the Greater Sea ;* 
and, having purchased many precious jewels, departed 
from Constantinople, and, entering a ship, sailed to Sol- 
daia.f After remaining there some days, they resolved 
to proceed farther, and, mounting on horseback, came by 
continued journeys to Sara, the residence of Barka Khan, 
king and lord of the Tartars, who then inhabited Bul- 
garia.! That prince, who was much rejoiced at their ar- 
rival, received them very honourably and kindly. They 
gave him all the jewels brought from Constantinople, 
which he gladly accepted, and bestowed in return double 
their value. After they had dwelt in this city a year, a 
most furious war arase between Barka and Alau, the 
ruler of Eastern Tartary. Their forces were led against 
each other; and, after a very sharp contest and much 
slaughter on both sides, Alau was victorious.^ This war 
rendered it impossible for the Venetians to return with 
safety by the same road, and they thought it advisable to 
proceed eastward, and endeavour by another route to find 

* The name given at Constantinople to the Blaek Sea, aa diatingnith- 
ed from the tnaller one of Maimora, on which that capital is titnated. 

t Called now Sondak. Thit part of the Crimea, fonninff then the 
entrance into the northern regions of Europe and Ana, is described by 
Babrnquis,' page 00. 

t This is nut to be confounded with the country of the same name on 
the Danube, but is applied to the great plains on the Volga, and by 
earlT trayellers is often called Bolg^a the Greater. Barka was the 
brother of Baatu, and succeeded to his dominion. Sara, by Ramusio 
called Assara, is Sarai, a town on the Volga, founded by that prince, 
and not far from the modem Astracan. 

4 Alau, in the histories of Asia named Hoolakn, was a gnadson of 
Oengis, and brother of Mangon. He had received the command of that 
force which we have repeatedly seen stotioned on the eastern frontier 
of Persia, and now occupied the greater'^part of that empire. In ISftS, 
he rendered himself famous by the capture of Bacdad, and the subversion 
of the caliphate. The term Eastern applies onfy to his relative poaition 
in regard to the Volga. The details ci this war will be given Qom the 
Fxeooh edition at the doM of the work. 
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their way back to Venice. I>epartiiig: from Barka they 
happily reached a certain city named Oakaka, subject to 
the dominion of a western chief. Thence they passed a 
river named Tigris,* and wandered through a desevt 
during seventeen successive days, finding no inhabitaots^ 
except Tartars dwelling in tents and subsisting by their 
cattle. They then came to a city in the province of 
Persia, n^med Bokhara, t the noblest in that country^ gov- 
erned by a king called Barak. Here, being unable to oio- 
ceed, they remained three full years. 

II.->The7 arriye at the Court of 'the Taitar Emperor of China. 

While they brothers sojonmed in Bokhara, it happened 
that Alau, lord of the East, despatched ambassadors to 
the sovereign of all the Tartars, who in their language 
is called the great khan, meaning the king of kings, and 
whose name was Kublai. They, on meeting the brothers* 
felt not a little wonder, having never seen any men from 
the Latin countries. :( Addressing them courteously, they 
besought that they would accompany the embassy to the 
khan, promising much honour and wealth, since, though 
wonderfully desirous, he had never seei^ one of their na- 
tion. The Venetians made a suitable answer, and frank- 
ly agreed to comply with the request. They set out and 
continued a whole year travelling in a north-eastern dH- 
rection ; and though much delayed by heavy snows and 
the swelling of rivers, at length reached the residence of 
that mighty monarch, having beheld on their way many 
wonder^l objects, which wOl be described hereafter in 
this book. 

m.— ^Tbeir Reoeption. 

Kublai, illustrious for his benignity, received the bro- 
thers kindly and joyfully, being very desirous to see 

* The trarellera would doubtless be not a little bewildered in this 
disastrous journey through an unknown country. This certainly ap- 
pears in their mistaking for the Tigris a river which undoubtedly waa 
the Sirr or Sihrni, the ancient Jaxartes. 

t A well known city of Central Asia. The making it part of Persia 
may be ascribed to the same otrnfusion of ideas which is adrerted to m 
the last note. 

t The term Latin during the middle ages was used to express tha 
nations of Western Europe subject to the spiritual dominion of the pope. 
They were thus distinguished from the subjects and dependants of th» 
Coastantinopolitan empire, whose laoguage was Gx«ek. 
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Latins. He urgently inquired what sort of emperor ttey 
bed, how he lived and administered jastioe; asking 
questions also respecting the supreme pontiff, and all th» 
acts and manners of the Christians-^to which they made 
judicious replies in the Tartar language, which they had 
learned. 

IV. — Sent back <m an Embassy to tne Pope. 

This great king and master of all the Tartars in the 
world, and of all those regions, being informed respecting 
the actions of the Latins, was greatly pleased. Calling 
a council of his barons, he informed them, that he wished 
to send messengers to the pope, the lord of the Chris* 
tians ; which they unanimously approved. He then 
asked the brothers in friendly terms to be the bearers 
of his message ; and this ^ey prudently declared them- 
selves ready and willing to undertake. He next ordered 
letters to be written, to be conveyed by them in com- 
pany with a certain baron named Kogotal, whom he 
assigned as a companion. He instructed them, after the 
necessary salutations, to request of his hoUness to send 
a hundred wise men, learned in all the seven arts, who 
might show to the idolaters, and others subject to his do- 
minion, the diabolical nature of their law, and how that 
of the Christians was superior. Farther, he piously en- 
joined them to bring a portion of the oil of the lamp burn- 
ing in Jerusalem before the sepulchre of our Saviour.* 
Moreover, he gave to them a golden tablet marked with 
bis seal, containing an express order, that wherever 
they went they should have their necessities supplied. 
Having received this, and taken leave of the king, barons, 
and the whole court, they mounted their horses and com- 
menced their journey. After some days Kogotal, the 
baron, at a city named Alao, fell sick and could not pro- 
ceed ; but the brothers went on till they came safely to 
Laias,t in Armenia. In this journey however, owing to 
the bad roads, and the large rivers which they could not 
cross on horseback, three years were consumed. Where- 

* These sentiments are doubtless oolouTed, yet we bare repeatedly 
feen that the princes of this race were desirous to be on friendly terms 
with the iHnifessors of ever^ religion. 

t The uiazza of Ramnsio. It is Alas, oa the Gulf of Seanderooa. 
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Yer they went, on showing the golden tablet, they were 
received with the greatest honours, and supphed with 
whatever they wanted. 

v.— Find him dead and| await aqew Election. 

Departing from Laias in April 1269, the brothers ar- 
rived at Acre, where they learned with much grief that 
his holiness Clement IV. was dead.* They the^efo^e 
went to Theobald, viscount of Piacenza, who resided 
there as legate of the apostolical see, and was a man df 
high authority and virtue. They related to him the cause 
why they wished to visit the supreme pontiff. He was 
struck with admiration, and revolving in his mind, that 
the holy Roman church and the Christian faith might 
hence derive the greatest benefit, advised them to wait 
till another pope should be named, to whom they might 
deliver their embassy. They thereforie determined to 
spend the interval in visiting their families at Venice. 
Departing from Acre, they proceeded to Negropont, and 
thence to their native city. Here Messer Nicolo found 
that his wife, whom he left pregnant, had died, leaving a 
son named Marco, the same who wrote this book.f 

* This event had taken place in November 126&. 

t The chronology of the narrative down to this period is very per- 
]^exing, and there are manifestly errors even in the purest version*. 
The first departure was in 1250, according to the two Paris editions!, 
the printed Pipino, Ihe Basle and Ramusio. (The Crasca and Puopi 
are here wanting.) Two MSS. of Pipino indeed make it 1252 ; but this 
does nut help us much ; for liy a subsequent statement it appears that 
the war which obliged them to leave the court of Barka, after remaining- 
a year, broke out in 126L None of the editions intimate any stay at 
Constantinople or Soudak, except the Strozziana MS. quoted by Count 
Boni (II Millione, i. 73), which represents them as stopping some timo 
at both places ; but this being comparatively modem, is little likely to 
correct the errors of earUer and batter versions. Besides, there is 
another element to adjust. Mama being born soon after his father's de- 
parture, his age would fix the date ; but here the variations are 
Tl " ' . •- . -.T. , . .. , . . ,« 

I, th 
.last 
conJ with the 1250. It would have made hiot a grown man on his ar- 
rival in China, which would scarcely Hgree with the language there held. 
Mr. Marsden inclines to make the age 15, aud the departure 1255. I 
■hall only observe, that if we suppose an error of 10 years (the simplest 
that could be made), and the real departure 1260, this would agree with 
all the particulars of the journey, and very nearly with the age of 12, 
as given in the French edition. Without venturing a very positive opi- 
nion, it may be noticed that there is historical evidence for the xoahk 



perplexing. The French makes it at Nicolo's arrival to be 12; the 
Paris Latin, the Basle, and Pipino, 15 ; the Berlin MS. 17 ; Ramusio 
19 ; which last Mr. Marsden admits as probably adopted in order to ao- 
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Waiting the appointment of another pope, the trayd- 
lers spent two full years at Venice. ^ 

YI.— Their Return to Kublai. 

At last seeing that no pontiff was elected, and unwil- 
ling to delay their return to the great khan, they departed, 
taking with them Marco, son of Nicolo. They repaired 
to Acre and told the legate, that having tarried too long, 
and there being no appearance of an election, they must 
beg permission, in conformity with that monarches in- - 
junctions, to take the portion of oil from the lamp burn- 
ing before the sepulchre. Having obtained his consent, 
they went to Jerusalem, took what they desired, and re- 
turned, when he gave them letters, with permission to 
depart. They proceeded from Acre to Laias ; but during 
their stay there, were informed that the legate himself 
had been appointed pope, under the name of Gregory X. 
of Piacenza, being the same who afterwards held a coun- 
cil at Lyons on the Rhone*. The new pontiff sent a 
messenger aAer them, desiring their immediate return ; 
and they joyfully obeyed, making the voyage in a galley 
prepared for them by the King of Armenia. They paid 
their homage to his holiness, who received them gniciou»- 
ly, loaded them with many honours, and gave them two 
very learned friars, of the order of preachers, the wisest 
that could be found in those parts, named Nicolo of Vi- 
cenza, and William of Tripoli, to accompany them to the 
great khan. He bestowed on them letters and privileges, 
instructed them in the message which he wished to be 
conveyed to that monarch, and gave his benediction to 
Nicolo, Maffio, Marco, and the two friars. They then 
proceeded together to Laias- : but while there, the Soldan 
of Babylonia named Bonduchdaree, came with a mighty 
army to attack the city.f In these circumstances, the 
preachers struck with the fear of war, and with the dan- 
dates of the arriral at Barka's court in ISOO, at Acre in 1809, and the 
departure thence in 1371 or 1272. 

* The election of Gregory X. actnally took place in 1371-1273, and 
Mr. Maxaden (pp. 17, 21) has collected evidence that he then resided 
at Acre as lente. 

t This is Bibars, the Mameluke soldan of Egypt, who, for seTsral 
vMis before and after this period, ravaged many paru of Syria and Asia 
Minor. Cairo in that age was frequently named Babylonia, of which 
we shall see repeated instances.— Marsden, p. 755 
H2 
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gers already encountered, gave to Nicolo and Maffio cer- 
tain letters, and resolved to proceed no farther. Then 
the brothers commenced their journey, and by constant 
marches arrived safely at a very rich and powerful city 
named Clemenfu,* where the great khan resided. The 
observations made by them on this expedition will be 
narrated ailerwards in the proper place ; but on account 
of the severe weather, as well as the difficulty and danger 
of passing the rivers, they consumed in it three years 
and a half When their return became known to the 
khan, he rejoiced exceedingly, and ordered forty of his 
messengers to go to meet them, by whom they were sup- 
plied with every necessary, and loaded with honours. 

VIL — They are honourably receWed. 

Having reached this great city, where the monarch 
bad his abode, they went to his palace, presenting them- 
selves most humbly on bended knees. He desired them 
to rise, and asked how they did ; they replied, that, by 
the grace of God, they were well, especially since they 
had found him healthy and cheerful. He then inquired 
about their transactions with the supreme pontiff, when 
they explained to him all that they had done, delivering 
the letters confided to them by Pope Gregory. He receiv- 
ed them graciously, commending them for their fidelity 
and attention. They next presented the oil from the sep- 
ulchre, which he reverently accepted. He inquired, who 
was that young man with them, to which Nicolo replied : 
" my lord, he is your servant, my son." " Then," said 
the great khan, *' he is welcome, I am much pleased with 
him." He celebrated their return by a joyful feast ; and 
while they remained in his court, they were honoured 
before all his barons. 

Vni.— -Employments and Missions of Marco. 

During this stay, Messer Marco acquired the Tartar 
and four other languages, so as to speak and write them 
well ; he learned also their manners, and became in all 

* Elsewhere, Clemenisu, Clenensn. It is very difficult to identify 
this place, there being nothing to fix its position, and no name of a Chi- 
nese town resembling it. Mr. Marsden (p. 23), considers it as moat 
probably Tai-yaen-Tou, capital of Shan-see, where Du Halde mentiona 
that Kublai resided some time, while a new city was building at Kam. 
bftla. 
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things exceedingly sensible and sagacious.* When the 
great khan saw him display so much worth and prudence, 
he sent him as his messenger to a very distant land, which 
it required six months to reach. He returned and report- 
ed his embassy very sensibly, relating many new things 
respecting the countries through which he had travelled ; 
while other ambassadors, being able to say nothing, ex- 
cept about the special message intrusted to them, were 
accounted foolish and ignorant by the khan, who was 
greatly delighted to become acquainted with the varieties 
of nations. Messer Marco, aware of this, studied all 
these strange objects, and thus pleased beyond measure 
his majesty and the barons, who predicted that, if he hved, 
he would become an eminent man. In short, he remain- 
ed in the court of the khan seventeen years, and never 
ceased to be employed as an ambassador. The other 
chiefs then began to envy the honours paid to him, and 
his knowledge of the country, which exceeded that of any 
other person who ever visited it.t 

IX.— They seek to return Home. 

After Nicole, Maffio, and Marco had remained long at 
the court of the great khan, and accumulated very con- 
siderable wealth in gold and jewels, they felt a strong de- 
sire to revisit their native country. Nicolo therefore took 
an opportunity one day, when the monarch seemed in 
particularly good humour, to throw himself at his feet, 
and solicit for them all permission to depart ; but the sov- 
ereign was now so much attached to his visiters that he 
would by no means listen to this proposal, t It happened, 
however, that the Queen Bolgana, the spouse of Argon,^ 

« We are to reeolleet this is written by Rnstidana, not by Marco, 
thooffh doubtless with his cognizance. 

t Ramuaio says that he regularly committed them to writing. This 
is in no other edition, and the fact I think rery doubtful. 

t A sentence is here taken from Ramusio ; but we have hesitated to 
add, on his eole authority, the offer to double all their possessions, and 
grant whatever they desired. 

$ Argon or Arghun, the grandson of Hoolaku, is well known as hav^ 
ing succeeded in 1284 to the sovereignty of Persia and the adjacent 
ooantries. Ramusio calls him ** sovereign of India,'* for which Mr. 
Marsden (p. 30) finds much apology nec^teaiy ; but the expression in 
die text, taken from the Paris editions, clears all diflSculty ; for we have 
teen that Eastern was the name given in Europe to the Tartars ruling 
onr this region.'— See Note, pp. 85, 86. 
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lord of the East, died, and in her last wiir enjoined that 
he should receive no wife unless of her family. He there- 
fore sent as ambassadors to the khan three barons, Aula- 
tam, Alpusca, and Goza, with a great train, requesting a. 
lady of the same lineage with the deceased queen. The 
monarch received the embassy with joy, and selected a 
young princess of that house. Every thing being ar- 
ranged, and a numerous train of attendants appointed, 
they were graciously dismissed, and began their return ; 
but after travelling eight months, their advance was ren- 
dered impossible by fresh wars that had arisen among 
the Tartar princes. They were therefore very reluct- 
antly obliged to retrace their steps, and state the cause 
that had arrested their progress. It happeiied that at 
that time Marco arrived from a voyage to India, and, by 
relating the novelties he had observed, pleased those en- 
voys very much, proving himself well fitted to guide them 
by this route, which he recommended as shorter and 
easier than that by land. They therefore besought as a 
favour of the khan, that the Latins might accompany 
them and the queen. The sovereign granted this favour, 
yet unwillingly, on account of his love for them. 

X.^yoyage, «nd Airiral at Venice. 

When that great monarch saw that they were about to 
depart, he called them before him, and delivering golden 
tablets signed with the royal seal, ordered that they should 
have free passage through his land, and that their char- 
ges, with those of all their family, should be every where 
defrayed. He caused to be prepared fourteen ships, each 
with four masts, and many with twelve sails ; upon which 
the barons, the lady, and the three brothers took leave, 
and, with numerous attendants, went on board. TIm 
prince gave them their expenses for two years ; and after 
sailing three months, they came to a certain island named 
Java, where are many wonderful things, which I shall re* 
late in this book. They then departed from it ; and I 
must tell you that they sailed through the seas of India 
full eighteen months, and saw many strange objects, 
which will also be hereafter described. At length they 
came to the court of King Argon, but found that he was 
ahready dead, when it was determined to give the prin- 
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cess in marriage to Casan,* his son. I must tell yon, 
that though in that vessel there embarked full 600 per- 
sons, exclusive of mariners, all died except eighteen ;t 
and they found the dominion of the land of Argon held by 
AchatUjt to whom they very tenderly recommended the 
lady on the part of the great khan. Casan was then at 
a place on the borders of Persia, which has its name 
from the arbor atcco, where an army of 60,000 men was 
assembled to guard certain positions against hostile irrup- 
tion. They accordingly went thither, fulfilled their mis- 
sion, and then returned to the residence of Acbatu,^ 
where they reposed during the space of nine months. 
They then took leave and went on their way, when the 
monarch presented four golden tablets, with instructions 
that they should be honoured, and all the expenses of 
themselves and their family defrayed. This was fully 
executed, so that they frequently went accompanied by 
200 horsemen. II I have also to tell you to the honour 
of those three Latins, in whom the great khan had plaped 
such confidence, appointing them to conduct the Queen 

* More properly Ghazan, who did not, howerer, ucend the tbraM 
tiU 1295.— Manden, p. 36. 

t This is the statement in the two Paris, the Cmsca, and the Puod 
•ditions. The printed one of Pipino has only eighty-two out of the flOO ; 
bat the Latin maseum MS. has 583, thus substantially agreeing with 
the others, and making it probable that the 500 was omitted (mly by an 
error of the press. On the other hand, Ramnsio, after having said that 
fonr of the vessels had crews of fully 250 men (mariners, we presume, 
included), states, that of the whole, about 600 died, among whom were 
two of the ambassador! ; but that sll the females, except one, surrived. 

X Kaikhatu, uncle to Ghazan, who was unable to prevent his holdin|f 
the sovereignty for several years. Beinf murdered, however, by % 
usurper, the latter marched to avenge his death, triumphed, and became 
sovereign of Persia. Though of puny stature, he was considered a wiia 
and able prince.-~Marsden, p. 36. 

^ This statement is in Ramusio only ; yet its correctness is rendered 
highly probable by oriental historv,which shows that Ghazan resided at 
this period in Khprassan. Mr. Marsden (p. 110) seems to prove that 
the arbor teeeo meant the plane-tree, which floiirishes particularly in 
that part of Persia, and is called dry trom not yielding any fruit. 

II Ramusio has, " This could not have been dispensed vrith, as Acha- 
tn's government was unpopular, and the people were ready to commit 
outrages, on which they would not have ventured under their lawful 
sovereign." This rather accords with the tenor of history, which rep> 
' resents Achatu as dissolute and tyrannical, and proves him to have fal- 
len a sacrifice to an insurrection among his chiefs. The sentence, how- 
ever, is so much out of harmony with the rest of the chapter, that I can* 
sot believe it toliave emanated from Marco. 
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Cpcacin, with a daughter of the King of Manji,* to Argon, 
the lord of the East ; — that those two young and beautiful 
ladies were guarded by them as if they had been their 
daughters, and bestowed upon them the veneration due 
to fathers. Indeed, Cocacin and her husband Casan, 
now reigning, treated the messengers with such kind- 
ness, that there was nothing they would not have done 
for them ; and when they were about to depart, the queen 
grieved very much, and even shed tears. t Thus, after 
much time and many labours, by the grace of God they 
came to Trebisond, then to Constantinople, Negropont, 
and finally to Venice. They arrived in the year 1295, 
bringing with them great riches, and giving thanks to 
God, who had delivered them from many labours and 
dangers. 

* Thi« pfrinoMS of Manji appear^ only in the Frmich and CroMft edi- 
tions ; bot, on snch authorities, I do not hesitate to introdiioe her to aj 
leaden. The writer here eridentlj goes back to state particolsn for- 
merly omitted. 

t Ramnsio has, ** In the conrse of the journey, €nx traTellers reoeiTod 
intelligence of the grand khan having departed this life, which put an 
end to all hopes of their being able to return into those regions." Ku> 
blai died early in 19M ; it was therefore quite poasibls the newa might 
leach them. But what shall we say to the expressed Asm (softened by 
Mr. Marsften into froapect), after the extreme anxiety they had feU to 
letum to Venice ? Besides, we find the traveUer, in IS96, Bp«akin|p of 
that monarch as aliTe, and calculating what age he would then be, in a 
manner quite inconsistent with Mr. Marsden*s gratuitous aasumptioa «f 
bis having copied from former notes, overloolcing so great an ewnt. 
My impression is, that this cnapter in Ramosio has been gone owr bj 
lome one acquainted with Asiatic history, but not by Maioo hinaalL 
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PART L 

Description of CAtsia, and of the Court of the Emperor 
Kmlai, 

la, Great Khan of tbe Tartan, and EmpeTor of China—His War 
with NaTau— Favoar for the Chrietians— Description of Kambala— 
(Pe -King)— An Insamction there— Oreat FestiTals celebrated byths 
Knperor— their Order and Pomp— His extensive Hunting Ejroedi* 
tioas— Leopaids, Falcons, and other animals employed— Mode of por- 
saioff and taking the Oame- Hunting Palsce at Shandn in Tsrtary— 
At ^anganor— Paper Monev — Large Rerenae— ArrangemWt of hia 
Government and OfBcen— Boanty towards the People^Maaners and 
Soperstitious of the Chinese— Marco Polo's Journey through tha 
Western Provinces — Thibet, Bengal, and the neighbouring Countries 
— Ketnm to the Vicinity of Pe-king— Joamey through the Esstera 
Provinces— The Yellow Riyer— Manji or Southern China— Its Coa- 
foest by Kublai— Charaoter of the deposed King— Nsn-king and othai 
great Cities— The Kiang— Its immense Trade and Shipping— Kin-sai, 
Che Capital— Its extraordinary Extent and Magnificence— Splendour 
of its Palace — Journey through Tche-kiang and Fo-kien— The Potca* 
laia Manulactare— Arrival at Zai-tun or Amoy. 

I.— Power and Magnifioeaoe of Kublai. 

Now I am to give yoa a wonderful account of the great* 
est king of the Tartars, still reigning, named Kublai, or 
lord of lords. That name is assuredly well merited, since 
he is the most powerful in people, in lands, and in trea* 
sure, that is, or ever was, from tbe creation of Adam to 
^le present day ; and by tbe statements to be made in this 
'Dook, every man shall be satisfied that he really is so. 
'Whosoever descends in the direct line from Gengis is en- 
titled to be master of all the Tartars, and Kublai is the 
sixth great khair. He began to reign in the year of our 
Lord 1256,* and maintained the dominion by bis valour, ad- 
dress, and wisdom. His brothers sought to oppose his sue* 

* Raausio makes him only twenty-seven years old at his aooessioQ, 
which Mr. Maisden (p. S65) admits to be very improbable. The statt- 
aent here given from the Paris editions makes him forty-three, whidi 
agrees with Ois best authorities. He was not the »ixth but only tha 
fflk of this line of sorereigns. Wa shall afterwards sea how Maraa 
i(dl into this error. 
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cession, but by bravery and right he triumphed over them.* 
From the beginning of his reign, forty-two years have 
elapsed to the present day, in the year 1298. He is now 
full eighty-five years old, and before his accession com- 
manded many armies, when he approved himself good at 
weapons, and a brave captain. But since that time he 
has joined the army only once, which was in the year 
1286, and I will tell yon on what occasion. 

11.— Insarrection raised by Nayan. 

You must understand that a certain cousint of his, 
named Nayan, who, like his ancestors, was his vassal, 
yet had many lands and provinces of his own, and could 
raise 400,000 horsemen, being thirty years old, refused to 
remain longer in subjection, and assumed the whole sov- 
ereignty to himself. He sent to a certain great lord, 
Bamed Kaidu, a nephew of that monarch, but in rebellion 
against him, and desirous of doing him the greatest inju- 
ry. To him Nayan proposed to attack the monarch on 
one side, while he himself advanced on another, so that 
they might acquire the dominion over his whole territory. 
Kaidu declared himself well pleased, and promised to be 
ready at the time appointed. He could bring into the 
field 100,000 cavalry : and those two assembled a mighty 
army on horseback and foot, and marched against the 
great khan. 

m.— Kablai prepares to meet Um. 

When Kublai learned these things, he was not at all 
alarmed, but declared, that he wished he might never 
wear a crown, nor hold sway over a kingdom, if he did 
not bring the traitors to an evil death. He therefore made 
his whole army be prepared in twenty-two days, and so 
secretly, that nothing was known beyond his own council. 
'He raised full 360,000 mounted soldiers, and 100,000 in- 
fantry ; and the reason of their number not being greater, 
was, that they consisted only of his huntsmen, and those 

* His brother, Artiffbaga, after Manifon's death, was proclaimed at 
Ksrakorum ; nor was it till after a seyere struggle, that Kublai pre- 
Tailed.—Marsden, p. 365. ' 

t In all the editions he is called unde, which does not at all agree 
with their respective ages. Mr. Marsden (p. 266) shows that he must 
have been a more distant relative. 
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immediately round his petsoa, the rest bein^ employed in 
carrying on distant wars ; for if he could have assembled 
his whole host, the multitude would have been such as no 
man could have numbered. He then called his astroloi- 
gers, and asked of them if he would be victorious ; they 
answered, that he would do to his enemies according to 
his pleasure.* 

lY.— Description of the Battle. 

The great khan haVing assembled these forces, took his 
departure, and in twenty days came to a vast plain, where 
Nayan had assembled all his troops, amounting to 400,000 
warriors. The khan took much care to scour the paths, 
and intercept all who could have carried the intelligence ; 
so that when he approached at dawn of day, the re^l was 
lying asleep in bed with a favourite wife, not having the 
least dread of his arrival, and, consequently, no gu^rd on 
any side of the camp. Kublai then advanced, having a 
tower fixed upon four elephants, whereon were placed his 
ensigns, so that he could be seen by the whole army. 
His men, divided into bands of twenty thousand, sur* 
founded in a moment the adverse force, each soldier 
having a footman on ^he crupper behind him, with a bow 
in his hand. When Nayan and his men saw their camp 
thus encircled by the khan and his host, they were seized 
with amaze ; yet they ran to arms, formed themselves in 
order of battle, and were soon prepared to strike. Then 
began the beating on many instruments, and singing with 
loud voices ; for it is the custom of the Tartars, that until 
the horn termed naccar is winded the troops do not en- 
gage. But when that grand trumpet of the gr^at khan 
was sounded, all the other performers began playing, and 
raising their voices very loud, making a noise that was 
truly most wonderful. Then the two armies rushed 
against each other with sword, spear, and lance, while 
the footmen were prepared with bow and quiver. The 
battle was fierce and cruel ; the arrows filled the air like 
rain ; horses and horsemen were seen falling to the 

* In Raoinmo onJy, there ii a aentence intimatingrthat thia waa a mera 
manoeuvre to encourage hie men. Thia reflection waa, we are eonvinoed. 



interpolated in a more enlighted agre than that of the traveller. The two 
Paria, the Cruaca, Pimno, and aU the earl} 
information obtained from tiioae pereonagea. 



Paria, the Cruaca, Pimno, and aU the early editions, mention it aa rial 
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ground ; and the tumult was such, that if Jove had thun- 
dered, he could not have been heard. Nayan was a bap- 
tized Christian, and therefore had the cross upon his 
standard.* Ne^er, in our day, was there so hard and ter- 
rible a combat; nor so many assembled on one field, espe- 
cially of horsemen ; and the number who fell on both 
sides was fearful to behold. The battle continued from 
nine in the morning till mid-day ; but the great khan at 
last remained master of the field. When Nayan and his 
men saw that they could hold out no longer, they betook 
themselves to flight ; but it availed them nothing ; he was 
taken, and all his troops surrendered. f 

v.— The Death of Nayan. 

When that great monarch heard that Nayan was taken, 
he ordered him to be put to death in the manner I am now 
to tell you. He was wrapped in a carpet, and violently 
tossed to and fro till he died. This mode was adopted, 
that, being of imperial lineage, his blood might not be 
shed OH the ground, nor his cries ascend into the air. 
When that battle was gained, four of his provinces paid 
tribute and homage to the great khan. These were Ci- 
oorcia, Cauii, Bastol, and Suchintin. 

VI.— Kublai tUenoee the Mockery of the Jews and Saraoena. 

When the monarch had achieved this triumph, the Sar- 
acens, Pagans, Jews, and other generations of men, who 
believe not in God, expressed wonder at the cross which 
the vanquished leader had carried on his standard, and 
said in derision of the Christians, — " see how the cross 
of your God has aided Nayan and his pjeople." They 
made such a noise on this subject, that it came to the 
ears of the prince, who was much displeased, and send- 
ing for the Christians, said to them, — " if your God did 
not assist Nayan, he acted with great justice, because he 
is a good and righteous God. Nayan was a traitor and 

* We have had ample occasion to observe, that a certain form of Chrla- 
tianity having, daring that are, made considerable progress in Central 
Asia, was embraced % serend monarchs. Others who did not go so far, 
yet ooarted the ^tiod opinion of its pn^essors, and sought from then 
omens and imaginary means of success. 

t This war of Kublai with Nayan and Kaido is related by Ds Gnignes, 
from oriental authorities, with a few variations, usual in different vMm- 
lives ef such events. 
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rebel against his lord, and therefore God did weil in not 
assisting him/' Then the Christians replied, — '* 0, great 
sire ! thou hast spoken the truth, for the cross will aid 
nothing unjust, and he met only what he well deserved." 
Having gained this victory, the great khan returned to 
his capital, Kambalu, with much festival and rejoicing. 
When the other king, named Kaidu, heard how his ^y 
had been worsted, he was struck with fear, and did not 
attempt to lead his army against the monarch.* Now 
you- have seen how that prince went to battle, and for 
what cause, while on all other occasions he sent his son 
and his barons ; but this war was of such magnitude that 
it seemed to deserve his own immediate presence. 

Vn.— His Opiniona as to th« Christian Reliyion 

The grand khan, haying obtained this splendid victory, 
returned with great pomp and triumph to his capital of 
Kambalu. He arrived there in November, and remained 
till after March, in which month our festival of Easter oc- 
curred. Aware that this was one of our most solemn 
periods, he commanded all the Christians to attend him, 
bringing with them their book containing the four gospels. 
He caused it, in a very respectful manner, to be repeat- 
edly perfumed with incense, ordering all his nobles pres- 
ent to do the same. Such was the custom upon each of 
the two great festivals of Easter and Christmas ; and he 
followed the same course as that pursued by the Saracens, 
Jews, and idolaters. Being asked the reason of this con- 
duct, he replied, — ** there are four great prophets revered 
and worshipped by different classes of mankind. The 
Christians bold Christ as their divinity; the Saracens, 
Mohammed ; the Jews, Moses ; and the idolaters, Sogo- 
mombar Khan, their most distinguished idol. I honour 
and respect all the four, and seek aid from them, as any 
one of them may really be supreme in heaven." Yet, 
from the behaviour of his majesty towards the Christians, 
be evidently believed their faith'the b^st and truest ; ob- 
serving, that it enjoined nothing on its professors that was 
not fuB of virtue and holiness. He would not indeed 



* Kaidn, howerer, oontiinied to maintain his independent rule over a 

ofTarkesti ' * 

oairative. 



great part of Turkestan. We shaU bear more of this prince towards f^ 
•ndofUie ' 
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allow the cross to be borne before tfaem in processions, 
because, as he said, on it so exalted a person had been 
nailed and put to death. Some may ask, why if thus par- 
tial to the true faith, he did not openly embrace it 1 He 
stated his reason to Nicolo and Maffio Polo, when, on his 
sending them ambassadors to the Pope, they ventured to 
address to him a few words on the subject. "Why," 
said he, " should I become a Christian 1 You must your- 
selves see that the professors of that faith ifbw in this 
country are ignorant and weak, unable to do any thing 
extraordinary, while the idolaters have power to do what- 
ever they please. While I am seated at table, the cups, 
filled with wine or other beverage, come to me from the 
middle of the hall spontaneously, without being touched 
by any human hand. They are also able to control bad 
weather, and force it to retire to any quarter of the heav- 
ens ; they can perform other wonderful things of the same 
nature. You have witnessed their idols exercising the 
faculty of speech, and predicting whatever events are in^ 
quired into. Should I become a convert and profess Chris- 
tianity, the nobles of my court, and others disinclined to 
the faith, will ask what adequate motives have induced 
me to be baptized. What wonders, what miracles, they 
will say, have its ministers performed 1 But the idolaters 
declare, that their exhibitions are made through their own 
holiness and the might of their idols. To this I shall be 
unable to make any answer, and be considered as labour- 
ing under a grievous mistake, while the heathen teachers, 
by the profound art which they display, may easily accom- 
plish my death. Return, however, to your pontiff, and 
present to him my request, that he would send a hundred 
persons learned in your law, who, when confronted with 
the others, will be able to control them, and while proving 
themselves endowed with similar skill, shall render their 
antagonists unable in their presence to carry on these 
practices. On witnessing this, I will interdict the exer- 
cise of their religion, and suffer myself to be baptized. 
This example wiU be followed by all my nobility, and by 
my subjects in general ; so that the Christians in these 
regions will become more numerous than those inhabiting 
your own country." From this language it evidently ap- 
pears that had the pope sent out persons duly qualified to 
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preach the gospel, the great khan would hare embraced 
that faith, for which he certainly entertained a strong 
predilection."^ 

I Vni. — Reward* bestowed on hui Soldien. 

Now let US tell of the officers and barons of the great 
khan, and bow he rewarded lliose who fought with him in 
the battle against Nayan. To those who commanded 100 
men, he gave the command of 1000, and to those of 1000 
that of 10,000 ; and he bestowed, according to their rank, 
tablets of gold or of silver, on all of which was written* — . 
" By the might of the great God, and by the favour which 
he gave to our emperor : may that prince be blessed, and 
may all those who do not obey him die and be destroyed.*' 
Those who hold these documents enjoy certain privileges, 
with written instructions how they are to exercise their au- 
thority. He who commands 100,000 men receives a golden 
one, weighing 300 saggi, under which is sculptured a lion 
on one side, and on the other the sun and moon. Those 
who bear these noble tablets have instructions, that when- 
ever they ride they should bear above their head an um- 
brella of gold, and as often as they are seated, it should be 
upon silver. There are also tablets whereon is sculptured 
a gerfalcon, which he gives to three great barons, who 
have then equal authority with himself They can take, 
whenever they please, and lead from place to place, the 
troops and horses of any prince or king ; and whoever 
dares to disobey in any thing their will and mandate, must 
die as a rebel to the sovereign.! Now let us speak of the 
outward form and manners of this mighty prince. 

* Thii carious chapter is one of those foand only in Ramnsio. There 
is no decided internal proof against its being genuine, and the conduct 
of Kublai suflBciently accords with that usually held by Tartar monarcha. 
Yet there is, I think, clear evidence of interpolation. The following 
chapter, in all the early editions, states the amount of the rewards which 
the sovereign gave to the oflScers who had distinguished themselves in 
the battle against Nayan. In Ramusio, dropping all allusion to that OTont, 
it states those which he usually gives on such occastons. The change 
is obviously made, because the insertion of the present chapter broke the 
connexion, a blemish that would have become evident had the subject 
been treated in the first manner, which yet is doubtless the natural and 
OTiginal one. 

fit is still the practice of the Chinese government to indicate rank 
by richly ornamented tablets, wbich, in the vulgar language of Canton,i 
■re called chops. They are now of cloth ; but Uie Tartars, a people r 
12 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



102 DESCRIPTION OF CHINA, AND OF THE 
DL— The Pezaoa of Koblai— His Wivei, ConeabuiM, and Sons. 

The great khan, lord of lords, named Kublai, is of a 
fine middle size, neither too tall nor too short ; he' has a 
beautiful fresh complexion, and well-proportioned limbs. 
His colour is fair and vermeil like the rose, his eyes dark 
and fine, his nose well formed and placed. He has four 
ladies, who always rank as Ikis wives ; and the eldest son, 
bom to him by one of them, succeeds as the rightful heir 
of the empire. They are named empresses ; each bears 
his name, and holds a court of her own ; there is not one 
who has not 300 beautiful maidens, with eunuchs, and 
many other male and female attendants, so that some of 
the courts of these ladies contain 10,000 persons ; and 
when he wishes to visit any one, he makes her come to 
his apartment, or sometimes goes to hers. He maintains 
also a number of concubines. There is a race of Tartars 
who are called Migrat or Ungrat,* and are a very hand- 
some people. From them are selected 100 girls t the most 
beautiful in all their country, who are conducted to court. 
He makes them be guarded by the ladies of the palace ; _ 
and they are examined if they have a sweet breath, and 
be sound in all their limbs. Those that are approved in 
every respect wait upon their great lord in the following 
order : six of them attend every three days, then other six 
come in their place, and so on throughout the year. It 
may be asked, if the people of this province do not feel 
aggrieved by having their children thus forcibly taken 
away. Assuredly not ; on the contrary, they regard it as 
a favour and an honour ; and the fathers feel highly grat- 

a diflbrent genius, might very possibly prefer the precious metals. The ■ 
Venetian saggio is the sixth part of an ounce, making thus the largest' 
tablet fifty ounces. The term Mandarin, being modem and Portuguese, 
^uld not be expected here. 

* Ungut, Ramusio. This appears to be the country of the Eighurs 
or Uighurs, inhabitiiig Turfan and Hami, to the west of China. Titey 
ar^ of the Turkish race, and noted fw the beauty of their pezvons.— 
Marsden, p. 384. 

t Ramusio says that they are valned at from sixteen to twenty or 
twenty>nne earats^ the highest number being required in the case of luf 
majesty. Mr. Marsden (p. 385), considering the term as meaning four 
grains of gold, laments that the most brilliant of these beauties should 
be reckoned worth only 13s. 4d. The carat, however, is used also ii^ 
estimating the diamcmd,<when it bears surely a higher value. Consid- 
•ring, however, that the term is entirely £ur(q)ean, and the statement 
iouud in no early edition, I incline to reject it altogether. 
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ified when their daughters are thas selected. If, says 
one, my daughter is born under an auspicious planet, his 
majesty can best fulfil ber destiny by marrying her more 
nobly than I can do. On the contrary, if the young lady, by 
bad conduct or any misfortune, be found disqusdiiied, he 
attributes the disappointment to her malignant stars.* 
Know, too, that the great khan has by his wives twenty- 
two sons ; the elder was named Gyogym Khan, and was 
to be lord of all the empire after his father ; but he died, 
leaving a son named Temur, who in time will succeed ; he 
is a wise and good man, tried in many battles, t The mon- 
arch has also twenty-five sons by his concubines ; and each 
is a great baron ; and of the twenty-two sons by his four 
wives, seven reign over large kingdoms, like wise and 
good men, because they resemble their father, — and he is 
Sie best ruler of nations and conductor of wars in the 
world. Now I have told you about himself, his wives, sons, 
and concabines ; next I will relate how he holds his court. 

X.--Hi« mafrnfloeat Palaee m Kaabalu. 
He resides in the vast city of Kambaln, three months 
in the year, December, January, and February, and has 
here his great palace, which I will now describe. It is a 
complete square, a mile long on every side,! so that the 
whole is four miles in circuit ; and in each angle is a veiy 
fine edifice, containing bows, arrows, cords, saddles, bri- 
dles, and all other implements of war. In the middle of 
the wall between these four edifices are others, making 
altogether eight, filled with stores, and each containing 
only a single article. Towards the south are five gates, 

* The reader hai alreadj Men thii tyrannieal evatom eyen in the roda 
eoBit of Mangoo Kltan. It ii proper to notice that this aatishctiQa of 
the paople in having their daughters thus taken from them is found only 
in Kamusio, not in any of the early editions. 

t Tennir actually succeeded his grandfather in 1894, and is celebrated 
in the Chinese annals as a mild, upright, intelligent, and liberal prince. 
Booi, ToL ii. p. 167. 

t Jtamusio has eight miles on each side. This immense extent is not 
■nimorted by the Paris editions, the Crasca, and Pipino, which are ac- 
oarding to the text. The French edition of 15M has two leases in cir- 
eait. Aatley (toI. It. p. 11) has collated the modem descriptions, which 
agree closely with that of Polo, and make the whole circuit only fifteen 
H, or four miles and three quarters. Count Boni points out that 
Cdaric, in about 1330, states only four miles. There seems no doubt, 
Chflieftm, of the cocnqitiini of Ramotio'f text. 
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the middle one very large, never opened nor shut unless 
when the great khan is to pass through; while on the 
other side is one by which all enter in common.* With- 
in Ihat wall is another, containing eight edifices similarly 
constructed ; in which is lodged the wardrobe of the sove- 
reign. 

These walls enclose the palace of that mighty lord, which 
is the greatest that ever was seen. The floor rises ten palms 
above the ground, and the roof is exceedingly lofty. The 
walls of the chambers and stairs are all covered with gold 
and silver, and adorned with pictures of dragons, horses, 
and other races of animals. The hall is so spacious that 
6000 can sit down to banquet ; and the number of apart- 
ments is incredible. The roof is externally painted with 
red, blue, green, and other colours, and is so varnished 
that it shines like crystal and is seen to a great distance 
around. It is also very strongly and durably buDt. Be- 
tween the walls are pleasant meadows filled with various 
living creatures, as white stligs, the musk animal, deer, 
wild guats, ermines, and other beautiful creatures. The 
whole enclosure is full of animals, except the path by 
which men pass. On the other side, towards the south, 
is a magnificent lake, whither many kinds of fish are 
brought and nourished. A river enters and flows out ; 
but the fish are retained by iron gratings. Towards the 
north, about a bowshot from the palace, Kublai has con- 
structed a mound, full a hundred paces high and a mile in 
circuit, all covered with evergreen trees which never shed 
their leaves . When he hears of a beautiful tree, he causes 
it to be dug up, with all the roots and the earth round it, 
and to be conveyed to him on the backs of elephants, 
whence the eminence has been made verdant all over, 
and is called the green mountain. On the top is a pal- 
ace, also covered with verdure ; it and the trees are so 
lovely that all who look upon them feel delight and joy. 
In the vicinity is another palace, where resides the grand- 
son of the great khan, Temur, who is to reign after him, 
and who follows the same life and customs as his grand- 
sire. He has already a golden bull and the imperial seal ; 
but he has no authority while his grandfather lives. 

♦ The reader wiU recollect the same arrangemeat described by Cm- 
pini in the great orda or tent of CaynA Khan. 
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ZL— Description of the City <tf Kambala. 

Having described to you the palaces, I will tell you of 
flie great city of Cathay, which contains them. Near it 
is another large and splendid one, also named Kambalu, 
which means in our language city of the lord ; but the 
monarch, finding by astrology that this town would rebel, 
built another near it, divided only by a river, ^nd bearing 
the same name, to which its inhabitants were compelled 
to remove.* It forms a regular square, six miles on each 
side, and thus twenty-four miles in circumference. It is 
surrounded by wails of earth, ten paces thick and twenty 
in height ; yet the upper part becomes grd^dually thinner, 
so that at top the breadth is only three paces. There are 
twelve gates, each containing an edifice, making one in 
each square of that wall, and filled with men, who guard 
the place. The streets are so br»ad and so straight that 
from one gate another is visible. It contains many beau- 
tifiil houses and palaces, and a very large one in the midst, 
containing a steeple with a large bell, which at night 
sounds three times ; after which no man must leave the 
eity without some urgent necessity, as of sickness, or a 
woman about to bear a child. At each gate a thousand 
men keep guard, not from dread of any enemy, but in rev- 
erence of the monarch who dwells within it, and to pre- 
Tent injury by robbers.f 

XII.->Tlie Sttburba— Merchantt. 

When the monarch comes to his chief city, he remains 
in bis noble palace three days and no more, when he holds 

* This ie the statement ia the two PaeHs editions, and in the Crasca, 
which calls it Camblau ; bat in Ramusio the new city ia named Tai-dn, 
more properly Ta-ton or thegreat court ; and there are oriental accounts 
of its bearing this name. Ksre, therefore, as on other occasions, though 
we may doubt that the statement came from Marco, it appears to bo 
from some well-informpd quarter.-— Marsden, p. 300. 

t Kambaln is not a Chinese term, but is a corruption of that of Khan- 
baligh, ** the City of the Khan,'* used by the Arabians and Persians. 
There is no doubt of its being that now called Pe-king. The squaza 
£ram, the breadth of the streets, and their stretching in a direct line 
hare been observed by ail travellers, and indeed generally characteria» 
Chinese cities. The lofty structures rising above the gates, and filled 
witib armed troops, are noticed by Le Comte and Staunton. The shnt- 
tiag of these is stiU announced by the sound of a bell, and that of Pe- 
king is said to be the largest in the world, weighing 190,000 lbs. There 
is n« mention of it in Ramutio. Marsden, pp. 300, 305, 306. Astley. 
voL iT« p. ^10. 
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a great court, making high fbstiyal and rejoicing with his 
ladies. There is a vast abundance of people through all 
the suburbs of Kambalu, which are twelve in number; 
one corresponding to each gate ; no one can count the 
number of residents ; and they contain as stately edifices 
as any in the city, except the king's palace. No one is 
allowed to be buried within the city ; and no females of 
bad character can reside there, but must have their dwell- 
ings in the suburbs, where there are said to be no fewer 
than 20,000. There are brought also to Karobalu the most 
costly articles in the world, the finest productions of In- 
dia, as precious stones and pearls, with all the produce of 
Cathay and the surrounding countries, in prder to supply 
the lords and the barons and ladies who reside there. Nu- 
merous merchants, likewise, bring more than a thousand 
wagons laden with grain ; and all who are within a hun- 
dred miles of the city come thither to purchase ^hat they 
want.* 

XII. — Wicked Administration of Achmae — ^InsHrrection. 

, 1 will hereafter particularly mention a council of twelve 
persons, having power to dispose at will of the lands, gov- 
ernments, and all things belongings to the state. One of 
these, a Saracen, named Achmac, had acquired Sn extra- 
ordinary influence with the great khan ; indeed his mas- 
ter was 80 infatuated with him that he allowed him the 
roost uncontroUed license. It was even discovered after 
his death that he had employed spells to fascinate the 
khan, dnd compel him to give full credit to what was 
told him by his favourite, who was thus enabled to con- 
duct pubUc affairs according to his pleasure. He disposed 
of all the commands and public offices ; passed sentence 
upon offenders ; and when desirous to inflict an injury on 
any one whom he hated, needed only to go to the empe- 
ror and say, *' such a man has been guilty of an ofience 
against your majesty, and deserves death." The mon- 
arch usually replied, do as you judge best, and Achmae 
then ordered him to be immediately executed. So man- 

* Maraden, pp. 307, 308, quotes ^^ood aathorities for the suburb* beinf 
twelve in number, and very extensive. From Staunton's account, hotr> 
ever, they appear to be now less cdhsiderable. The influx of foreigner*, 
welcomed under the Mongol dynasty, must be much dimiiuahed lutdef 
the present exclasire system. 
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ifest were the proofs of his influence, and of the sove- 
reign's implicit reliance on bis statements, that no one 
dared to contradict him on any occasion ; even those high- 
est in office stood in awe of him. Any one charged by 
him with a capital offence, whatever means he might em- 
ploy to justify himself and refute the accusation, could not 
find an advocate ; for none dared to oppose the purpose of 
Achmac. Thus he caused unjustly the death of many, 
and was also enabled to indulge his unlawful propensities. 
Whenever he saw a woman who pleased him, he contrived 
either to add her to the number of his wives, or to lead 
her into a criminal intimacy. On receiving information 
of any man having a beautiful daughter, he despatched 
emissaries with instructions to say to him, ** what are 
yonr views with regard to this handsome girl 1 the best 
thing you can do is to give her to the lord-vicegerent ;" 
for so they termed Achmac, implying that he was his ma- 
jesty's representative ; " we will induce him to appoint you 
to a certain government or office for three years." The 
father was thus tempted to give away his child ; and as 
soon as the affair was arranged, the other went and in- 
formed the emperor that a government was vacant, or 
would become so on a particular day, and recommended the 
parent as well qualified to discharge its duties. His ma- 
jesty consented ; and the appointment was immediately 
made. Thus, either through ambition to hold high office, 
or dread of his power, he obtained possession of the fair- 
est females, under the denomination of wives or of con- 
cubines. Besides, he had twenty-five sons, who heldahe 
highest offices in the state, and, availing themselves of 
)iis authority, were guilty of similar violent and licentious 
proceedings. He had likewise accumulated great wealth, 
since every one who obtained an appointment found it re- 
quisite to make him a liberal present. 

During a period of twenty-two years, he exercised this 
absolute authority. At length the Kataians, natives of 
the country, unable to endure longer his multiplied acts of 
injustice and violation of domestic rights, began to devise 
means of bringing about his death and the overthrow of 
the government. Among the leading persons in this plot 
was Chenku, a commander of 6000 men, in whose family 
^i» diasolate conduct had spread dishonour. He proposed 
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the measure to one of his nation, named Yanku, who com- 
manded 10,000 men, and suggested for its execution the 
period when the great khan, having completed his three 
months* residence in Kambalu, should have departed for 
his palace at Shandu, while his son Gengis had also re- 
tired to the place usually visited by him at that season.. 
The charge of the city was then intrusted to Achmac, who 
communicated all affairs that occurred during his roasier'a 
absence, and received the necessary instructions. Yanku 
and Chenku, having thus consulted together, imparted the 
design to some leading persons among the Kataians, and 
also to their friends in various other cities. They formed 
an agreement, that on a certain day, immediately on per- 
ceiviug a signal made by fire, they should rise and put te 
death all persons wearing beards. This distinction waa 
made because they themselves naturally wanted this ap- 
pendage, which characterized the Tartars, the Saracens, 
and the Christians. The grand khan, having acquired the 
sovereignty of Kataia, not by any legitimate right, but 
solely by force of arms, plac^ no confidence in the na* 
tives, and therefore intrusted all the provinci^ govern- 
ments to Tartars, Saracens, Christians, and other foreign- 
ers belonging to his household. From this cause his reign 
was universally detested by the people* who found them- 
selves treated as slaves by the Tartars, and still worse 
by the Saracens. 

Yanku and Chenku, having thus arranged their plana, 
succeeded at night in entering the palace ; when the for- 
mer placed himself on one of the royal seats, made the 
apartment be lighted up, and sent a messenger to Ach* 
mac, then residing in the old city. He professed to come 
from Gengis, the emperor's son, who, he said, had unex- 
pectedly arrived, and required his immediate attendance. 
The viceroy was much surprised by this intelligence ; 
but, as he stood in awe of the pnnce, he presently 
obeyed. On passing the gate of the new city, he met the 
Tartar officer named Kogatai, who commanded the guard 
of 12,000 men, and who asked him whither he was going at 
that late hoar. He stated his intention of waiting upon 
Gengis, whose arrival had just been announced to him. 

" It is very surprising," said the officer, " how he should 
have come so secretly that I was not apprized of it, so ae 
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to send a party of guards to attend him." The two Ka* 
taians, meantime, felt confident, that if they could suc- 
ceed in despatching Achmac, they had nothing farther to. 
fear. On entering the palace, and seeing so many lights 
blazing, he prostrated himself before Vanku, whom he 
supposed to be the prince, when Chenku, who held a sword 
ready in his hand, severed his head from his body. Ko- 
gatai had stopped at the door ; but, seeing this catastrophe^ 
he exclaimed that treason was at work, and presently dis- 
charged an arrow, which slew Vanku as he sat upon th& 
throne. He then caused his men to seize the other, and" 
despatched an order to the city to kill every one who should' 
be found abroad. The Kataians, however, seeing the con» 
spiracy discovered, one of their chiefs killed, and the sur* 
▼ivor a prisoner, remained in their houses, and could not 
make the concerted signals to the other towns. Kogatai- 
lost no time in sending messengers with a particular re- 
lation of these events to the khan, who, in reply, ordered 
him diligently to investigate the conspiracy, and to pun«- 
ish according to the degree of their guilt those found im- 
plicated in it. Next day after receiving this command, 
he examined all the Kataians, and inflicted the punish* 
ment of death on the ringleaders. Other cities known ta 
bave participated in the guilt suffered similar inflictions. 
When his majesty returned to Kambalu, he inquired 
eagerly into the cause of this disturbance, and learned 
that the infamous Achmac and seven of his sons (the 
others being less culpable) had conunitted several enor- 
mities'. He gave orders that the treasure, which he had 
accumulated to an incredible amount, should be removed 
from his place of residence to the new city, where it was 
lodged in his own treasury. He directed even that his 
corpse should be disinterred, and thrown into the street^ 
where the dogs might tear it in pieces. The sons, who 
had pursued the same criminal course with their father, 
were ordered to be flayed alive. Considering also the 
principles of the accursed sect of the Saracens, which al- 
low them to indulge in the commission of every crime, 
and even to murder those who differ from them on points 
of belief, whence even the detestable Achmac and his 
sons might have imagined themselves guiltless, he regard- 
ed the whole body with contempt and abomination. Sum- 
K 
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moning them to his presence, be forbade the contmuanca 
of many practices enjoined in their law, ordering that in 
future their marriages should be arranged according to 
the Tartar custom ; and that, in killing animals for food, 
instead of cutting their throats, they should rip open the 
stomach. Marco Polo was on the spot when these events 
took place.* 

XIV.— Gnajids of the Great Ehaa. 
When the great khan holds a court, he is guarded, on 
account of his excellency and honour, by 12,000 horse« 
men, who are called quiesUant that is, faithful servants of 
their lord ; and this he does not from fear but regard tQ 
his high dignity. Over these 12,000 are four captains, so 
that each commands 3000 ; and they keep guard in turn, 
three days and three nights, eating and drinking at the. 
expense of the prince. Then they go away, and another 
party comes ; and so they proceed throughout the whole, 
year. 

XV.— TIm MagnificMM ofliis Faativals. 

When the khan wishes to celebrate a splendid feetivid, 
the tables are so arranged that his is much higher than 
the others, and he sits on the north, with his face toward 
the south. His first wife is seated beside him on the left,* 
while, on the right, are his sons and nephews, and all those 
of imperial lineage, who are so stationed that their head 
is on a level with the feet of the monarch. The barone 

* Thi8 is the most iittportaat of the chapters foand exdunvely in Ra* 
jnnaio. Mr. Marsden proves the correctness of the main fact&by a quo- 
tation from De Guigues, who relates them with such variations as provo 
him to have drawn from an independent Oriental source. Count Book 
has also found a similar aoconut in the Chinese history translated b/ 
Mailla. The minister is there called AcUma ; but the real name is the 
common Turkish one of Achmed or Achmet. Although this chapter is 
eridently written by one possessing informatton on Chinese affsin, y«C 
the complete contrast between the tone in which the khan is mentioned 
her^ and in every other place, makes it impossible to believe that it could 
i^ve. come from the same quarter. The peculiar bitterness with which 
toe Satttcens are mentioned seems to confirm the suggestion formerly 
m«^ thai the writer was a churchman. It may easily be supposed that 
WT^^fin^jfiUght give Kublai a prejudice against the sect, yet we can 
v^Ii?&.!!i TS ^** **® showed it by such childish enactments as thoee 
•*~ *•»*«*'' ** Guignes represents him as having ordered the goods 
<«>1RC:9¥W m^iisteT to be given up to plunder. Mr. Maiaden uwe*. 
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sk 8liU lower ; while the ladies, daughters, and female re- 
lations of the khan are placed beneath the queen on the 
left side, and under them all the wires of the barons ; ev- 
ery class knows the spot where they ought to sit. The 
tables are so arraoged that the monarch can see all the 
company, who are very numerous ; and outside of that hall 
there eat more than 40,000 persons, who have come with 
presents or remarkable objects from foreign parts, and at- 
tend on the days when he holds a court or celebrates a 
marriage. In the midst of this hall is a very large vessel 
of fine gold, containing wine, and on each side two small- 
er ones, whence the liquor is poured out into flagons, each 
containing fully enough for eight men ; and one of these 
is placed between every two guests, who have besides 
aeparate cups of gold to drink out of* This supply of 
plate is Hi very great value, and indeed the khan has so 
many vessels of gpld and silver that none without seeing 
oonld possibly believe it. 

At each door of the great ball, or of nny part of the palace, 
ooeupied by his majesty, stand two officers of gigantic 
height, holding in their hands staves, to prevent persons 
who enter from touching the threshold. If any one chan* 
ees to commit this ofience, they take from him his gar- 
ment, which he mnst redeem by a payment, or if they 
Apare his dress, inflict at least a number of blows fixed by 
authority. As strangers may not be aware of this prohi- 
bition, officers are appointed to wain them of it at the 
time of introduction. Since, however, dome of the com- 
pany, on leaving the hall, may he so aifiected with liquor 
as to be unable to guard against the accident, it is not 
then severely punished. Those who serve the khan at 
table are great barons, who hoki their mouths carefully 
wrapped in rich towels of silk and gold, that their breath 
may not blow upon the dishes. When he begins to 
drink, all the instruments, which are very numerous, are 
sounded, and while the cup is in his hand, the barons and 
others present fall on their knees, and make signs of great 
humility ; this is done eveiy time he drinks, or wh^n new 
viands are brought Jn. These I shall not attempt to re- 

* In Raaiuno it is nid tliat the large vewel with wine i« equal to a 
tan, and that, beside it, there are two equal to hogvheads filled with 
taillL This last article is not mentioned in anj early edition. 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



112 DEBCmPTION OF CHINA, AND OF THE' 

count, since any one may believe that be will bare the 
^eatest variety of beasts and birds, wild and domestic, 
and of fishes in their season, and in the greatest abun- 
dance, prepared most delicately in various modes suita- 
ble to his magnificence and dignity. Every baron or knight 
brings his wife, and she sits at table along with the other 
ladies. When the great sire has eaten, and the tables 
are removed, a number of jesters, players, and other wit- 
ty persons perform various pieces, exciting much mirth 
and pleasure among the company, who then all depart and 
go to their homes.* 

XTL— Great Festiyal at the King'a Birthday. 

The Tartars celebrate a festival on the day of tbetr na* 
tivity. The birthday of the khan is on the Sdth Septem* 
ber, and is the greatest of all, except that at the beginning 
of the year. On this occasion be clothes himself in robes 
of beaten gold, and his twelve barons and 12,000 soldiers 
wear like him, dresses of a uniform colour' and shape ; 
not that they are so costly, but similarly made of silk) 
gilded, and bound by a cincture of gold. Many have these 
robes adorned with precious stones and pearls, so as to 
be worth 10,000 golden bezants. The great khan, twelve 
times in the year, presents to those barons and knights 
robes of the same colour with his own ; and this is what 
no lord in the world can do. On the day of his nativity^ 
all the Tartars from eveiy province of the world, who 
hold lands under him, celebrate a festival, and bring pres- 
ents suited to their station. The same is done by every 
individual who asks from him any favour or office. He 
has twelve barons who bestow commands on such persons 
as they think proper. On that day, the Christians, Sara- 
cens, and all the races of men who are subject to him, 
make prayers to their gods that they will preserve, and 
grant him a long, healthy, and happy life. I will tell you 

* The reader may eompare this festiral with those celebrated by th« 
khans in the wilds of Tartary. See pages 62, 63, 70. The mode of 
arranging the company continues the same. The number and variety 
of dishes formed a natural improvement in this more plentiful region. 
The performance of the jesters and actors is a Chin«8e amusement, of 
which no mention is made in that rude country. It is only in one sen- 
tence from Ramusio that allusion is made to that tendency to intox- 
ication which vras there so recklessly indulged, and was not vt^t^tfy 
here altogather unjisnai. 
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tio moTe of this festival, but of another which they cele- 
bntte at the beginning of the year, called the White Feast, 

Xm.— Feitivtl of the New Year. 

The Tartars begin their year in February,* when the 
khan and his people celebrate a feast, where all, both men 
and women, are clothed in white robes. They consider 
these as signifying joy and good fortune, and that hence 
all prosperity will happen to them throughout the year. 
On that day, all who hold land or any dominion under 
him, make the most magnificent presents in their power, 
consisting of gold, silver, pearls, precious stones, and rich 
white cloths ; so that, during the whole year, he may have 
abundance of treasures, and of the means of enjoying him- 
•elf. They present also more than 5000 camels, with about- 
100,000 beautiful white horses. On that day, too, he is 
gratified with at least 6000 elephants covered with cloths 
of silk and gold, finely wrought with figures of beasts and 
birds, and each having on his back a box filled with ves- 
sels of gold and silver, and other things necessary for tha 
least. They all pass before the great khan, and form the 
moet Ibrilliant spectacle ever seen in this world. In the 
morning of that festal day, before the tables are spread*, 
the kings, generals, counts, astrologers, physicians, fal- 
coners, and many other officers and rulers, repair to the 
hall of the sovereign, and those who are not admitted 
lemain without the palace in a place where the monarch 
can fully see them. They are in the following order : — 
Foremost, his sons, nephews, and others of his lineage,, 
then kings, generals, and others according to their rank. 
As soon as each has taken his place, a great prelate rises^ 
and says, with a loud voice, ** incline and adore ;" and! 
presently all beud down, strike their foreheads on the 
earth, and make prayers to their master, adoring him a» 
a god.t This they do four times, and then go to an altar,. 
on which is written the name of the great khan. Then,, 
ont of a beautiful box, they pour incense on that table in 

* It ap^an b^ the Tables of Ulugh Beig that the Chineee really^ 
begin their year in February, on the day when the lun reaches the mid- 
dle point of Aquarius. Mr. Marsden, p. 331, confirms this by other au- 
thorities. 

t We find here described that p ervile homage, called AetoK, thu exist- 
ence of which is too « ell known to require any confirmation, 
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reverence of him, and return to their place ; they next 
make those rich and valuable presents which I have de^ 
scribed. When all these things have been done, and the 
prince has seen them all, the tables are placed, and they 
sit down, when the feast is ordered and celebrated in the 
manner already explained. Now that I have described 
to you the joy of the White Feast, I will tell you of a 
most noble thing done by this monarch ; for he has or- 
dered vestments to be bestowed upon the barons there 
present. 

XVIIL— RobM beatowed by the Great Khw. 
He has twelve barons, who are caUed quiesitan, or the 
faithful men of the supreme lord. He gives to each thir- 
teen vestments, differing in colour, and adorned with 
precious stones, pearls, and other great and most valu- 
able articles ; also a golden girdle, and sandals worked 
with threads of silver, so that each, in these several 
dresses, appears like a king ; and there is a regulation 
ivhat dress ought to be worn at each of the feasts. The 
monarch has thirteen robes of the same colour with those 
of his barons, but more costly.* And now I will relate ft 
most wonderful thing, namely, that a large lion is led 
into his presence, which as soon as it sees him, drope 
down, and makes a sign of deep humility, owning him 
for its lord, and moving about without any chain. Now 
you shall hear of the great huntings made by this power- 
iiil ruler. 

XIX.— Profosicm of Game sapplied to his Couxt. 

He resides in the city of Cathay, that is Kambalo, 
three months, December, January, and February, and has 
•commanded that, for forty days' journey round, all the 
.people should engage in hunting and falconry. The va- 
rious lords of nations and lands are ordered to bring to 
him large beasts, stags, boars, wild-goats, and other ani- 
mals. Those at the distance of thirty days' journey send 
the bodies preserved with the entrails taken out, while 
those at forty send only the skins, which are employed 
as furniture for his army. 

♦ The bestoDval of robes upon oourtieTS, bowever foreign to onr cne- 
toms, is shown by Mr. Marsden to be a usual bounty at oriental courtly 
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XX.— Leopards and other wild Animala kept for Hontinff. 
Now let us tell of the beasts which his majesty keeps 
for hunting. Among these are leopards and lynxes, or 
stag-wolves, well fitted for that purpose. He has also 
many lions larger than those of Babylon, of a beautiful 
hair, and colour, striped lengthways, black, fed, and white, 
and trained to catch stags, wild-oxen, hogs, wild-goats, 
and asses : and it is delightful to see one of these chases, 
where the hunters go out, carrying the lion in a cage, and 
with him a small dog.* They have likewise abundance 
of eagles, with which they capture hares, foxes, and even 
wolves ; those which are trained to catch these last are 
very large, and of great weight, so that no wolf can es- 
cape them. 

XXI. — ^Hie namenMu Doga and splendid Hunting Expeditions. 
Now let US speak of the dogs kept by this monarch. 
He has two barons who are brothers, named Bayam 
and Migam : they are called einuci, that is, the keepers 
of mastiff dogs, and each commands a party of 10,000 
men, one clothed in vermilion, and the other in blue ; 
whenever they go olit with the monarch they are dressed 
in these vestments. In each party there are 2000, of 
the men, who guide respectively one, two, or more large 
mastiffs, making altogether a vast multitude. When 
his majesty goes to hunt, these two brothers attend him 
on opposite sides, each with 10,000 men and 5000 dogs ; 
and they hunt thus a day's journey distant from each 
other, and never pursue any animal which is not captur- 
ed. It is indeed beautiful to see the speed of these dogs 
and the hunters, for when the prince goes out with his 

* The lion here and elsewhere described hj our author is manifestlv 

• the tiger. See Mr. Wilson's remarks in account of China, Edinburgh 

Cabinet Library, vol. iii. p. 393. Mr. Marsden (p. 339) observes, that 

the Asiatics generally make little distinction between the two species. 



The tiger, I imagine, was uuknown in Eumpe when Maroo left it, and 
•eeing it the only wild animal simHar in size and strength, he inifl^t 
readily view it as merely a variety of the lion. Mr. Marsden (p. 338) 



mentions, that the Moguls of Hindostan employ small leopards for hunt- 
ing. There is no dunbt, especially after what we have seen done by 
Mr V. Amburgh, that if no pains are spared, as would be the case here, 
the strongest and fiercest animals may be brought under complete con- 
trol. Tlie lion itself, in Bomou, is tamed into a domestic favourite ; for 
which purpose the saltan sent a present of one to Major Denham, who, 
wisely I think, declined the compliment. 
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barons, boars and other animals 9fe running on every side, 
aad the dogs pursuing. 

XXII.— Faleoorj and the Chua after Birds. 

When the monarch has remained in Kambalu these 
three months, he departs and goes southward* to the 
ocean two days* journey distant. He leads with - him 
10,000 falconers, conveying full 5000 gerfalcons, pere- 
grine falcons in abundance, arid also man> vultures ; but 
do not imagine that these are' all kept in one place ; there 
are 200 here, 300 there, and so on. The birds caught 
are mostly presented to the great sire, and w^hen he goes 
to hunt with his gerfalcons, vultures, and falcons, 10,000 
men are ranged, two together, so as to enclose much 
ground ; these are called tMcaor^ meaning in our language 
men who remain on the watch, and each has a call and a 
hood to invite the birds. And when any falconer by or- 
der of his majesty, sends forth a falcon, he has no need 
to follow it, because wherever it may go, it is watched 
by the men ranged in double order, who can either catch 
it again, or if necessary afford it succour Each of the 
birds belonging to tbe sovereign and barons has a tablet of 
silver on its feet, with its name and that of the owner in- 

* Am the direction her« assigned bears npon what Mr. M arsden eonsiden 
the most serious objection to onr trarelliBr's antkenticitj, a few obser- 
vations may be piopmr. The two Paris editions, the Cmsca, and tlM 
earliest English one (by Fnunpfton). all make it $«Mtk. The Latin onta 
by Pipino and Gryneus give no direction. Ramusio alone has Oree»^ 
which Mr. M. translates north-east : but the term, meaning a wind 
blowing from Greece into Italy, ooold imply only a small dedinattoa 
northwards. Besides, the station is said to be omj two days' journey 
from Pe-king, which Mr. Marsden insists must be a gross error ; " for 
the whole context shows that he is speaking of one of the emperor's dit- 
taut progresses through the Msntchoo country.'' I cannot discover any 
expression that involves such a meaning. It seems to have become fixed 
in the mind of the learned aathor, that because the present emperors 
have their summer residence in that quarter, KuUai must have had his 
also. He forgets that the former circumstance is owing ts th«ir being 
of Mantchoo origrin, and consequently attached to that region, while the 
Mongol dynasty had not the slightest tie to it. There appears, then, 
no groand to suppose that the station nere described was beyond the 
limits of China, or tlMt Marco, in visiting it, must have crossed or seen 
the great wall. Since writing the above, I have had the satisfaction to 
find my opinion coincide with the conclusion of Count Boni (U Millicme, 
Tol. ii. p. 193), who moreover jadiciously observes, how very unsuitable 
the begiuniuff of March would have been for an excursion into the frozea 
Buontains of Tartary. 
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scribed, so that wherever caught, it can be returned to him. 
If he is unknown, the animal must be carried to a chief 
named btdangazii or guardian of things that are lost, who 
stands with his flag on an elevated spot, and all who have 
missed any thing go to him and recover it. Whoever 
finds a horse, a^ird, a sword, or any thing else, and does 
not carry it to the owner or to this officer, is treated as a 
robber ; thus scarcely any thing is ever lost. When the 
monarch goes upon these excursions, he has with him 
four elephants, and a chamber prepared, covered within 
with cloth of beaten gold, and outwardly with lions' skins» 
where he keeps twelve of his very best gerfalcons, with 
twelve barons to amuse him by their society. As the 
falconers ride by, they call, ** Sire, the birds are passing,*' 
when he throws open the chamber, and seeing the object, 
selects the gerfalcons that please him, and sends them 
forth against the birds, few of which ever escape. Lying 
on his couch, he can view and enjoy the chase. Thus 
I think, there is not, and never wiU be, any lord in the 
world, who has or can have so much diversion as the 
great khan. 

XXUI.— Magniftjent TeaU of the Orsat Elum. 
When this mighty monarch comes to one of his places 
named Chaccia, he causes his tents to be pitched, with 
those of his sons and barons. These exceed 10,000 in 
number, and are very beautiful and rich. That in which 
he keeps his court is so large that 1000 knights can dwell 
in it ; this is for his nobles and other attendants. He 
himself resides in another, looking westward, where those 
to whom he wishes to speak are introduced ; while there 
is an interior chamber in which he sleeps. The two 
halls have each three fine columns of aromatic wood, and 
are covered outwardly with beautiful lions' hides, all 
striped with black, white, and vermilion, so that water 
cannot enter. The inside is lined with skins of ermine 
and zibelline, of the highest value, especially the latter, 
of which a robe suitable for a man would be worth 2000 
golden bezants, while a common one would be worth 
1000. The Tartars call them royal skins, and they are 
as large as those of a fawn ; the whole hall is covered 
with them, worked most delicately in intaglio. These 
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apartments coatain furnitare of euoh valae that a IHtla 
king could not purchaae them. Around are large tenta 
for his ladies, and for his gerfalcons and other heasts and 
birds : for he brings all his train, doctors, astronomers, 
hunters, and other officials, so that the whole appears a 
large and crowded city. He remains there till the feast 
of the Resurrection, during which time he does nothing 
but chase cranes, swans, and other birds, when those 
w1k> catch any bring them to him, and thus the sport is 
beyond what any one can describe. No baron, nor lord, 
nor husbandman, can keep a dog or falcon for twenty 
days' journey round his residence ; beyond that distance 
they may do what they please. No person, too, of what* 
evor condition, must, from March to October, take any 
game, but leave them to multiply their kind; so that 
hares and stags become so fearless as frequently to pome 
up to men, yet are not taken. The great khan then re- 
turns to the city of Kambalu by the same road, hawkuig 
and sporting. 

XXIY.— HvatiBf Palace at Shaadu ia Tanary.* 
At Shandu in Tartary, near the western frontier of 
China, he has built a very large palace of marble and 
other valuable stones. The halls are gilded all over and 
wonderfully beautiful, and a space sixteen miles in cir- 
cuit is surrounded by a wall, within which are foontaioa, 
rivers and meadows. Here he finds stags, deer, and 
wild-goats to give for food to the falcons and gerfalcooa, 
which he keeps in cages, and goes out once a-week to 
aport with them. Frequently he rides through that es- 
elosure, having a leopard on the crupper of his horse, 
which, whenever he is inclined, he lets go, and it catches 
a stag, deer or wild-goat, which is given to the gerfal- 
cons in the cage. In this park, too, the monarch has a 
large palace framed of cane, the interior gilded all over, 
having pictures of beasts and birds most skilfully worked 
on it. The roof is of the same material, and so richly 

* This and tbe following chapter are Qsually inserted in a different 
IpleM, at the doae of the journey through Central Asia. It appeared to 
na that it would be interestinff to introduce them here, and thus oooh 
plete the account of K^ublai^s htintinga, and his mode of spending tha 
year. The places will be afterwards noticed in the itioeraxy order, tad 
an attempt audo to fix their position. 
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vmrniahed that no water can penetrate. I assure yon 
these canes are more than three palms thick, and from 
ten to fifteen paces long. They are cut lengthways, 
from one knot to the other, and then arranged so as to 
form the roof. The whole structure is so disposed that 
the khan, when he pleases, can order it to be taken down, 
for it is supported by more than two hundred cords of ' 
silk. His majesty remains there three months of the 
year, June, July, and August, the situation being cool 
and agreeable ; and during this period his palace of cane 
is set up, while all the rest of the year it is down. On 
the 28th of August, he departs thence, and for the follow* 
ing purpose ; — ^Tbere are a race of mares white as snow, 
with no mixture of any other colour, and in number 
10,000, whose milk must not be drunk by any one who is 
not of imperial lineage. Only one other race of men caa 
drink it called Boriat, because they gained a victory for 
Qengis Khan. When one of these white anibals is pass* 
ing, the TarUrs pay respect to it as to a great lord, stand* 
ing by to make way for it. The astrologers and idolaters, 
too, have told the khan, that on the 28th August this 
milk must be sprinkled through the air, and over the 
earth, that the spirits may drink plentifully, and may pre- 
serve all that belong to him, men, women, beasts, birds, 
and other things. But there is a wonderful eiroumstanoe 
that I had forgotten. When the monarch remained in 
that place, and there came on rain, fog, or any bad 
VF^her, he had skilful astronomers and enchanters, who 
made these mischiefs fly away from his palace, so that 
none of them could approach it. These wise men are 
called Tebet and Quesmur;* they are idolaters, and 
more skilful in diabolical arts and enchantments than any 
other generation ; and though they do it by the art of the 
devil, they make other men believe that it is through 
their great sanctity and by the power of God.f I must 

* Mieaninff that they oome fvom the countries of Thibet and Caeh- 
awTo. This clearly marks the disciples of Boodh, who have their chief 
seat in the former region. 

t Bam'isio has the following passage :~'*The7 exhibit themselTes ia 
a filthy and indecorous ma^er, rsgardless of their character and the 
OBspeot due to others. They suffer their faces to remain unwashed, 
and their hair nncombed, living in a stato altogether squalid." Mr. 
Manden admito that this passage implies to tha IndiaB yogis, and ia ao 
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tell you, too, another of their customs, that when anjr 
man is judged and condemned to death by his lord, they 
cook and eat him, but not when he dies a natural death.t 
I will tell you, too a great wonder which these bak»i do 
by their enchantments. When the monarch sits at table 
in his hall of state, and the cups are ten paces distant, 
full of wine, milk, and other beverages, they cause them 
by their magical spells, to rise from the pavement and 
place themselves before the prince, without any one 
touching them ; this is done in the presence of 10,000 
men ; and the fact is real and true, without any lie.^ 
These baksi, when the festivals of their idols come round 
go to his majesty and say, " Great sire, you know the 
feast of such an idol approaches, and are aware that he 
can cause bad weather and much mischief to your cattle 
and grain. We pray, therefore, that you will give us all 
the sheep with black heads, also incense, aloe-wood, and 
such and such other things.'* This they tell to the barons, 
who repeat it to the khan, and he gives what they de- 
mand. Then they go to the image and raise in his pres- 
ence a delicious fragrance, with incense and spices, cook 
the flesh, and place it.with bread before him. Thus every 
god has his day of commemoration in the same manner 
as our saints. They have also extensive abbeys and 
monasteries, one of which here resembles a little city, 
containing upwards of 2000 monks, who are clothed in a 
particular dress, which is handsomer than that of other 
men. They worship their idols by the grandest feasts, 
songs, and lights that ever were seen. And I may tell 
you that many of these baksi, according to their order, 
may take wives, do so, and have a number of children, 
Yet there is another kind of religious men called sensi, 

degree to the priests of Boodh. It seems a blundering interpolation hj 
one who had some knowledge, but confused and indistinct of Eastern 
affairs. 

t It is difficult to imagine what can have indnoed the author to maka 
this eztraordinaiy statement. Probably the enmity of a hostile sect may 
hare led them to impute this enormity to their adversaries. 

$ The advanced state which the mechanical arta have long attained 
in China mi^^ht easily enable the priests to produce this deception. A 
ooniiezion with some court grandees might permit them to introduce the 
requisite machinery ; for one can scarcely think with Mr. Marsden that 
the khan was privy to it. If there be any truth at all in the conv«rs«- 
taaa he is made to hold, pp. 99, 100, he certainly was not. 
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who observe strict abstinence ; they eat nothing but the 
hosks of com boiled in warm water, fast often in the 
course of the year, have many large idols, and sometimes 
adore fire. Their observances differ from those of eveiy 
other sect ; they would not take a wife for any thing in 
the world. They shave the head and beard, wear black 
and blue dresses of coarse canvass, sleep upon mats, and 
lead the hardest life of any men on earth. Their mon- 
asteries and their idols all bear the names of women.* 

XXY. — Palace at Cianganor. 

At Cianganor, too, three days* journey distant, the khan 
has a large palace, where he is fond of residing, because 
there are many lakes and rivers, as well as fine plains, 
abounding in cranes, pheasants, partridges, and other 
birds. Here, therefore, he has delightful hawking, and 
abundant exercise for bis falcons and gerfalcons. There 
are five kinds of cranes which I must describe. The first 
are black like crows, and very large. The second are 
white, and very beautiful, for all the feathers are full of 
round eyes, like those of the peacock, and glitter like gold. 
The head is white, black, and red all round, and they are 
larger than any of the others. The third species resem- 
ble ours. The fourth are small, and have in their ears 
very niagnificent red and black feathers. The fifth are 
all gray, with handsome red and black heads, and are very 
large. Near this city is a valley where the khan has or- 
dered the erection of various small houses, in which are 
kept flocks of partHdges, and he employs a number of men 
to guard these birds, so that they are in abundance ; and 
whenever he comes into this palace, he finds as many as 
he desires. 

ZXVI.— Paper MoneT^Iinineiiae Wealth of the Oreat Khan. 

With regard to the money of Kambalu, the great khan 
may be called a perfect alchymist, for he makes it him- 
self. He orders people to collect the bark of a certain 
tree, whose leaves are eaten by the worms that spin silk. 
The thin rind between the bark and the interior wood is 

* The extenaire monaateriea here deacribed are common in Taagnt, 
upon which thia reaidenoe bordered. BIr. Manden, pp. 900, 961, haa 
ahown that the ohaenrancea here deacribed are xuttally practiced by the 
votaiiea at ¥o. 

It 
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taken, and from it cards are formed like those of ptfper, 
all black. He then causes them to be cut into pieces, and 
each is declared worth respectively half a lirre, a whole 
one, a silver grosso of Venice, and so on to the value of 
ten bezants. All these cards are stamped with his seal^ 
and 80 many are fabricated, that they would bay all the 
treasuries in the world. He makes all his payments is 
them, and circulates them through the kingdoms and proT- 
inces over which he holds dominion ; and none dares to 
refuse them under pain of death. All the nations under 
his sway receive and pay this money for their merchan- 
dise, gold, silver, precious stones, and whatever they trans- 
port, buy, or sell. The merchants often bring to him 
goods worth 400,000 bezants, and he pays them all in 
these cards, which they willingly accept, because they can 
make purchases with them throughout the whole empire. 
He frequently commands those who have gold, silver, 
cloths of silk and goM, or other precious commodities, to 
bring them to him. Then he calls twelve men skilful in 
these matters, and commands them to look at the articles, 
and fix their price. Whatever they name is paid in these 
cards, which the merchant cordially receives. In thia 
manner the great sire possesses all the gold, silver, pearls, 
and precious stones in his dominions. When any of the 
cards are torn or spoiled, the owner carries them to the 
place whence they were issued, and receives fresh ones, 
with a deduction of 3 per cent. If a man wishes gold or 
silver to make plate, girdles, or other ornaments, he goes 
to the office, carrying a sufficient number of cards, and 
gives them in payment for the quantity which he requires.* 
This is the reason why the khan has more treasure than 
any other lord in the world ; nay, all the princes in the 
world together have not an equal amount. 

* The use of paper moMT at this period is folly eanfinned by dunees 
hifltorj (Manden, pp. 356, 357). It is said to have been first iBtroduoed 
by Hong-voQ, of the dynastv which preceded the Mongol conquest, and 
to have been adopted by Ouoday, the immediate successor of Gengis. 
Kublai seems to have carried it to a greater extent than any of his pie- 
decessoTs ; and the Yuen dynasty, who expeUed the Tartars, attempted 
to continue the pnctice ; bat it has been long since disosed, and only 
detached remnants are preserred as curiosities, or as amulets. — Account 
of China, Edinburgh Cabinet Library, toI. ii. p. 847. Count Boni men- 
tioDS, that the menur popyKTsra (paper-bearing mulberry) is a peculiar 
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XXVIL-^The Twelve Governors of Prorinoet and their Daty. 

He has appointed twelve very great barons, who bold 
.eommand over all things in the thirty-four prorinces. 
TbejL reside in a palace within the city of KambaJu, large 
.and beautiful, containing many halls and apartments ; and 
.for erery province there is an agent and a number of wri- 
ters or notaries, having each a house to himself. They 
-manage all the provincial afiairs according to the will and 
pleasure of the twelve barons. ' The latter have power to 
appoint the lords of the provinces above mentioded ; and 
having chosen the one whom they judge best qualified* 
they name him to the great khan, who confirms him, and 
bestows a golden tablet corresponding to his command. 
These twelve barons are called in the Tartar language 
scieng, Uiat is, the greater officers of state. They ord^r 
the army to go where and in what numbers they please, 
bat all according to the commands of the great sire ; and 
they do every other thing necessary for the provinces. 
The palace in which they dwell is called #eteit, and is the 
largest in all the court ; they have the power of doiog 
nmch good to any one whom they favour. 

XXTIIL-^The CourierB of the Great Khan and their Stations. 

I must now inform you, that from the city of Kambalu, 
many messengers are sent to divers provinces, and on sdl 
the roads they find, at every twenty-five miles, a post 
called jambt where the imperial envoys are received. At 
each is a large edifice, containing a bed covered with silk, 
and eveiy thing useful and convenient for a traveller ; so 
that if a king were to come, he would be well accommo- 
dated. Here, too, they find full 400 horses whom the 
prince has ordered to be always in waiting to convey them 
when sent into any quarter, along the principal roads. 
When they have to go through any district where there 
is no habitation, the monarch has caused such edifices to 
be reared at the distance of thirty-five or at most forty 
miles ; thus they go through all the provinces, finding 
every where inns and horses for their reception. This 
is the greatest establishment that ever was kept by any 

gp^den lately introdnoed into Italy, thouj^h nsed only for common pni> 
poses, and no trial, he regmta, has yet been made (tf prodociog from it 
that article.— n MilUone, i. 89. 
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king or emperor in the world ; for at those places there 
are maintained more than 200,000 horses.* Also the edi- 
fices, furnished and prepared in the manner now described, 
amount to more than lO,000.,t Moreover, in the intervals 
between these stations, at every three miles, are erected 
villages of about forty houses, inhabited by foot-runners, 
also employed on these despatches. They wear a large 
girdle, set round with bells, which are heard at a great 
distance. When one of them receives a letter or packet, 
he runs full speed to the next village, where his approadi 
being announced by the bells, another is ready to start 
and proceed to the next, and so on. By these pedestrian 
messengers the khan receives news in one day and night 
frofn places distant ten days' journey ; in two, from those 
distant twenty ; and in ten, from those distant a hundred^ 
From them be exacts no tribute, but gives them horses 
and many other things. When his messengers go on 
horseback to carry intelligence into the provinces or bring 
tidings from distant parts, and, more especially, respect- 
ing any district that has rebelled, they ride in one day and 
night 200, 250, or even 300 miles ; and when there are 
two, they receive two good horses, bind themselves round. 

* Here fbllavri a long- passage fexcluaiTely in Ramnno) aooonnting- for 
the great population of the ctmntry ; but it beaiv so apocryphal a chft> 
ivcter, aawrting that eyerv man luw from dx to ten wivei, wad owns six 
or eight horses, that, in the absence of any early authority, I have de- 
termined to reject it. It mentions, however, correctly, the great can 
with which the land is cultivated. 

t Government posts fw the conveyance of intalligence and messen^rc 
have been long and g«nerally employed by Asiatic monarchs. Count 
Boni even finds them mentioned in the Cyropcdia of Xenophon. We 
have seen Carpini and Robruqais thas conveyed across the whole toeadth 
of Tartary. I cannot but think, however, that the nnmbers here, as in 
other instances, are much exaggerated. If we suppose 80,000 miles of 
road thus provided, the stages would still be short of 1000. I doubt, 
however, if we can adopt Mr. Marsden's conjecture of a cipher too much { 
for in early MSS. the numerals are always Roman, It is also absurd to 
suppose sach a number of horses kept i]x waiting at every stage ; but the 
author might be misled by the circumstance, that any large mission pass- 
ing to or from court is supplied with the number wanted by impressment 
among the farmers. The word jan^ seems to be the Persum yarn or Mm. 

t It seems difficult to understand why these foot-runners should have 
been employed on the same roads with the horse-couriers, who would 
tnr^j travel more quickly. I cannot but suspect that the former wen 
confined to those barren tracts which did not aflTord the requisite forag«, 
Mr. Marsden quotes Bell of Antermony for the modern prMtioe ; bia 
juniey lay through the great deaert. 
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the head and body, and gallop full speed from one statioa 
to the next at twenty-five miles' distance, where they find 
two others fresh and ready harnessed, on which they pro- 
ceed with the same rapidity. They stop not for an in- 
stant day nor night, and are thus enabled to bring news in 
so short a period. Now, I will tell you the great bounty 
which the monarch bestows twice in the year. 

XXIX.— The Care and Bounty of the Monarch towards his Subjects. 

He sends his messengers through all his kingdoms and 
provinces, to know if any of his subjects have had their 
crops injured through bad weather or any other disaster ; 
and if such injury has happened, he does not exabt from 
them any tribute for that season or year ; nay, he gives 
them com out of his own stores to subsist upon, and to 
BOW their fields. This he does in summer ; in winter he 
inquires if there has been a mortality among the cattle, 
and in that case grants similar exemption and aid. When 
there is a great abundance of grain, he causes magazines 
to be formed, to contain wheat, rice, millet, or barley, and 
care to be taken that it be not lost or spoiled ; then when 
a scarcity occurs, this grain is drawn forth, and sold for 
a third or fourth of the current price.* Thus there can- 
not be any severe famine ; for he does it through all his 
dominions ; he bestows also great charity on many poor 
families in Kambalu ; and when he bears of individuals 
who have not food to eat, he causes grain to be given to 
them. Bread is not refused at the court throughout the 
whole year to any who come to beg for it ; and on this 
account he is adored as a god by his people. His majesty 
provides thenq also with raiment out of his tithes of wool, 
silk, and hemp. These materials he causes to be woven 
into different sorts of cloth, in a house erected for that 
purpose, where every artizan is obliged to work one day 
in the week for his service. Garments made of the stuflTs 
thus manufactured are given to destitute families for their 
winter and summer dresses. A dress is also prepared 
for his armies ; and in every city a quantity of woollea 

* The formation oS public granaries to be opened in times of scarcity 
is common. The same may be said of the remission of taxes in unfa- 
vourable seasons. Besides motives of humanity, these measures are 
prompted by the dread of insurrection, which is often excited in this 
Mnpiie by intervals of serere dearth.— Marsden, p. 871. 
L2 
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cloth is woven, being defrayed from the tithes there levied. 
It must be observed, that the Tartars, according to their 
original customs, when they had not yet adopted the re- 
ligion of the idolaters, never bestowed alms ; but when 
applied to by any necessitous person, repelled him with 
reproachful expressions, saying, — ^begone with your com- 
plaint^ of a bad season, God has sent it to you, and had 
he loved you, as he evidently loves me, you would have 
similarly prospered. But since some of the wise men 
among the idolaters, especially the baksi, have represented 
to his majesty, that to provide for the poor is a good work 
and highly grateful to their deities, he has bestowed chari- 
ity in the manner now described, so that, at his court, 
none are denied food who come to ask for it.* He has 
also so arranged that in all the highways by which mes- 
sengers, merchants, and other persons travel, trees are 
planted at short distances on both sides of the road, and 
are so tall that they can be seen from a great distance. 
They serve thus both to show the way and afford a grate- 
ful shade. This is done whenever the nature of the soil 
admits of plantation ; but when the route lies through 
sandy deserts or over rocky mountains,"^ he has ordered 
stones to be set up, or columns erected, U>guid& the trav- 
eller. Officers of rank are appointed, whose duty it is to 
take care that these matters be properly arranged, and 
the roads kept constantly in good order. Besides other 
motives, the great khan is influenced by the declaration 
of his soothsayers and astrologers, that those who plant 
tiees receive long life as their reward. 

XXX. — Liquor used for Wine in Cathay. 

You must know that the greater part of the people of 
Cathay drink a wine made of rice and many good spice8,t 
and prepare it in such a way that it is more agreeable to 
drink than any other liquid. It is clear and beautiful, 

* The last three sentences are in Ramnsio alone, and from their tend- 
ency to depreciate the khan, I cannot help suspecting them to be the 
production of the same pen -which narrated (he rebellion of Achmac. 

t It is well known that the Chinese distil a spirit from rice, of which 
they drink plentifully. Yet, from the mention of spices, which they do 
aot mix with it, I incline strongly to believe that tea entered partly int*' 
mr author's idea, and that, being little flBuniliar with Chiaeae castomi , 
xe confounded the two together. 
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and it makes a man drunk sooner than any other wine, 
for it is extremely hot. 

XXXL— Stones which are bamt instead of Wood. 

It may be observed, also, that throughout the whole 
province of Cathay, there are a kind of black stones cut 
from the mountains in veins, which bum like logs. They 
maintain the fire better than wood. If you put them on 
in the evening, they will preserve it the whole night, and 
will be found burning in the morning. I'hroughout the 
whole of Cathay this fuel is used.* They have also wood 
indeed ; but the stones are much less expensive. ^ 

ZXXII.— The Ajrtrctlogexs (^ Eambalu^The Tartar Computatioa oi 
Time. 

The city of Kambalu contains, inclusive of Christians, 
Saracens, and Kataians, about 6000 astrologers and sooth- 
sayers, whom the emperor provides with food and cloth- 
ing, as he does the poor families ; and they are constantly 
practising their art. They have astrolabes, on which are 
delineated the planetary signs, the hours of passing the 
meridian, and their successive aspects during the whole 
year. The astrologers of each separate sect annually ex- 
amine their respective tables, to ascertain thence the 
course of the heavenly bodies, and their relative positions 
for every lunation. From the paths and configurations 
of the planets in the several signs, they foretell the state 
of the weather and the peculiar phenomena which are to 
occur in each month. In one, for instance, there will be 
thunder and storms ; in another earthquakes ; in a third 
violent lightning and rain ; in a fourth pestilence, mortal- 
ity, war, discord, conspiracy. What they find in their 
astrolabes they predict, adding however, that God may 
at his pleasure do either more or less than they have an- 
nounced. 

Their annual prophecies are written on small squares 
called takuinif which are sold at a moderate price to aU 
persons anxious to search into futurity. Those whose an- 

' * This is evidently coal, which abotmds in China, hat was then un- 
known in the part of Europe from which the traveller came. If I remem- 
ber right, JEnetM Sylvius, when relating- his journey in ScoUand, uses 
the rery same expression, describing the weekly distribution among ih» 
poor of stones for the purpose of fiieL 
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nouncements prove more generally correct are accounted 
the most perfect masters of their art, and con8e<|ueiit]gr 
held in the highest honour. When any one projects a 
great work, a long journey for commercial purposes, or 
any other undertaking, the probable success of which he 
is desirous to learn, he goes to one of these astrologers, 
informs him of the time at which he intends to set out, 
and inquires what aspect the heavens then exhibit. The 
astrologer replies, that before he can answer, he must be 
informied of the year, month, and hour of his nativity, oa 
learning which he examines how the constellation that 
was then in the ascendant corresponds with the aspect 
of the celestial bodies at the time of the inquiry. Upoa 
this comparison he founds his prediction as to the favour- 
able or unfavourable issue of the enterprise. 

The Tartars compute time by a cycle of twelve years, 
the first o( which they name the lion ; the second, the 
ox ; the third, the dragon ; the fourth, the dog ; and so 
on till all the twelve have elapsed. When any one, 
therefore, is asked the year in which he was born, he an- 
swers, it was in tha,t of the lion, on such a day, and al 
such an hour and minute ; all of which had been carefully 
noted in a book. When the years of the cycle are com- 
pleted, they begin again with the first and constantly go 
over the same round.* 

XXXIIt.— Religion and Customs of tlie Tsiters (Chinsse). 

These people are idolaters, and each person has, lor 
the object of worship, a tablet fixed against an elevated 
part of the wall of his apartment, having a name written 
on it which denotes the high, heavenly, and mighty God, 
and this they daily worship, burning incense before it. 
Raismg their hands, and heating their faces three times 
against the floor, they entreat from him the blessings 
of sound understanding and bodily health, addressing 
no other petition. Below, on the floor, they have a sta- 
tue named Natigaij considered as the god of terrestrial 
objects, or o| whatever is produced on the earth. They 
suppose him to have a wife and children, and worship 



* The Tartars really have a cycle of twelve years,— nutrked by n 
of animals ; bat there seems to be a mistake in those here given. Th« 
most correct list is said to be the rat, ox, tiger, hare, dragon, serpanfi, 
horse, sheep, monkey, cock, dog, and hog.— Maisden, p. 3ti0. 
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him in the same manner with incense, lifting their hands, 
and bending to the ground/ They pray to him for good 
weather, plentiful crops, increase of family, and other 
such objects. They believe the soul to be so far immor- 
tal, that immediately after death it enters another body, 
and according as a man's actions in this life have been 
virtuous or wicked, his future state will be progressively 
more or less fortunate. If he has been poor, yet acted 
worthily and respectably, he will be born anew, first pf a 
lady, becoming himself a gentleman ; then of a woman 
of rank, becoming a nobleman, and he will continually 
ascend in the scale of existence till he becomes united 
with the divinity. On the contrary, if a gentleman's son 
have acted unworthily, he will, at his next birth, become 
a eloKvn, and at length a dog ; descending always to a 
condition tnove vile than the former. 

They converse courteously, accosting each other with 
p(ditene8s and with countenances Expressive of plea- 
sure ; they have a well-bred air, and a manner of eating 
particularly cleanly. The utmost reverence is shown to 
pareats ; and should any child treat his with disrespect, 
or neglect to -assist tham, these is a public tribunal hav- 
ing for its especial object to punish the crime of filial in- 
gratitude. Malefactors, when found guilty, after being ap- 
prehended and thrown into prison, are strangled; but 
such 38 remain till the expiry of three years, a time ap- 
pointed by his majesty for a general release, are set at 
Uberty, having however a brand fixed on one of the cheeks, 
by which they may be recognised. 

The great khan has prohibited all gambling and other 
species of fraud, to which this people are addicted beyond 
any other upon earth ; and as a reason for this prohibition, 
he tells them in his edict, <* I subdued you by the pow- 
er of my sword, and consequently whatever you possess 
belongs of right to me ; in gambling, therefore, you sport 
with my property." Yet he does not, by the right thus 
claimed, take any thing on an ai4>itrary principle. The 
orderly and regular manner in which all ranks present 
themselves before him deserves notice. On approaching 
within half a mile of his residence, they testify their rev- 
erence for his exalted rank by an humble, subdued, and 
qoiet demeanour, so that not the least noise is beard, nor 
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does any one can, or eyen speak aloud. Every man of 
rank carriers with him, while he continaes in the hall of 
aadience, a vessel into which he spits, that he may not 
soil the floor ; and having done so, he replaces the cover, 
and makes a bow. They usually take with them hand- 
some buskins of white leather, and on reaching the court, 
before entering the hall, where they wait to be summoned 
by his majesty, put them on, giving those worn in walk- 
ing to the care of the servants. This precaution is taken 
that they may not suUy the beautiful carpets, curiously 
wrought with silk and gold, and exhibiting a variety of 
oolours.* 

XXXIV.— 4tIai«o Polo*! Journey— The River Polisanj^ and its 
beautiful Bridge. 

I have now to inform you that the great khan having 
sent Messer Marco as his ambassador into the western 
provinces, he departed from Kambalu, and travelled in 
that direction full four months. You shall now hear all 
that he saw on that journey going and returning. When 
a man leaves Kambalu and has gone ten miles, he finds 
a river called Pulisangan, which flows on to the ocean, 
and is crossed by many merchants with their goods. 
Over it is a grand stone bridge, which has not its equal 
in the world ; it is 300 paces long and eight broad, and tea 
horsemen can ride abreast over it. It has twenty-four 
arches, supported by piers in the water, and is wholly of 
marble, finely wrought into columns in the manner that I 
will tell you. At the head of the bridge is a column of 
marble, above and beneath which are beautifully carved 
lions of the same material, and about a pace distant is 
another column, with its lions, and between the two are 
slabs of gray marble, to secure passengers from falling 

* These two chapter* are found in Ramuiio onlj. They are eyidently 
written by one who had coneiderable knowledgre of China. The preTm- 
lenoe of astrology, and the sanction of it by government, the polite aad 
oeremooious behaviour, the tenets of Fo, and the fge for gambling, are 
all correctly stated. There is, however, a want of distinctness, particu- 
larly in the Tartars and Chinese being confounded together. The title 
of the second chaptsr refers to the former, while its contents relate en- 
tirely to the latter. On the whole there is nothing in them abaolutdy 
to nei^ative their being composed by Marco ; yet thev appear written in 
a different tone, and oonsidering their absence in all the early editions, 
I am strongly inclined to believe, that like others they have been insext* 
•4 by ft diiferent pea. 
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iato the water ; and the whole bridge thas formed is the 
idoet magnificent object in the world.* 

XXXV.— The great City of Oeo-gui. 

After leaving that bridge a man travels thirty milefl 
westward, finding every where fine trees. Tillages, and 
iBDS, and then comes to a city which is named Geo-gui.t 
The country is rich in grain, the people are all idolaters ; 
they live by merchandise and the arts, making cloth of 
gold, as well as srik, and beautiful linen. There are also 
numerous houses for the reception of strangers. A mile 
beyond that city are two roads, one leading westward 
through Cathay, the other southward to the great prov- 
ince of Manji. In riding westward through Cathay fuU 
ten days,t you find always handsome cities and castles, 
abundance of arts and merchandise, fine inns, trees, vines, 
and a civilized people. 

XXXVI.— The Cities of Ta-in-fu aod Pi-an-fa. 
At the end of this journey is a kingdom named Ta-in« 
iti,^ with a capital of the same name. It contains many 
ans and much merchandise, with a large supply of stores 
necessTary for the imperial atmy. The district presents 
numerous vineyards, and being the only part of Cathay 
where wine is made, sui)plies it to the surrounding provin* 

* Magalhaens detcribea a similar bridge, aad agrees in thinking it 
perhaps the finest in the world, though he insists that it is not ezactlr 
on the site indicated by Marco. It was destroyed by a flood in 1668, 
and not replaced by one of equal beauty. The Crosca and Paris Latin 
make thirty^foor arches.; but the French and Ramosio (in acoordance 
with Maguhaens) only twenty-four. 

t This place, called by Ramusio, Oonza, seems correctly fixed by 
ICaiaden (p. 392) at Tso-tcheou, not a city of the first magnitude, bat 
•z.hibited in D'Anville's map of Pe*che-lee, as the point at which the 
two gre&t roads here mentioned diverge. 

X The distances are all given in journeys. Each of these, according 
to the best estimaie the editor can form, may be reckoned at about four- 
teen miles in a direct hne ; but this is not quite uniform. The direc- 
tion is always given towards a cardinal point, without noticing pretty 
extensive deviations from it. With these allowances, the itinerary will, 
it is believed, be found extremely correct. 

% Tai-yuen-fon, capital of the province of Shan-see. Being the Ten- 
dance of the Tay-ming dynasty, it contains splendid palaces, now in 
rain ; and it is still very populous. Arms in this less warlike age are 
n» kmger fabricated ; but the neighbouring mountains abound with 
inn, and work* ace carried on in that metal.— Astley's Voyages, vol. iv. 



d by Google 



182 DESCaiPTION OP CHINA, AND OP THE 

ces. It yields also much silk, abounding in the trees on 
which the worms are fed. A degree of civilization prevails 
among all the people of this country, in consequence of 
their frequent intercourse with the numerous towns which 
lie very near each other. The merchants are constantly 
carrying their goods from one to another, as fairs are suc- 
cessively held, at each. Five days* journey beyond the 
ten already mentioned, there is said to be another city 
still larger and handsomer, named Achhaluch, where are 
the limits of his majesty's hunting-ground, within which 
no person must sport except princes of his family, and 
others whose names are inscribed on the grand falconer's 
list ; beyond all persons qualified by their rank have that 
liberty. The khan scarcely ever follows the chase in this 
quarter ; hence the wild animals, especially hares, multi- 
ply to such a degree, as to cause the destruction of all 
the growing com. This having come to his knowledge, 
he was induced to repair thither with his whole court, and 
prodigious quantities of game were then taken.* Leay- 
ing Ta-in-fu, and riding westward full seven days through 
very fine districts, amid numerous merchants, you find a 
large town named Pi-an-fu,t supported by commerce 
and the silk manufacture. 

ZXXVII.— The Castle of Caya-fa— Story of its King and Prester John. 

Two miles west of Pi-an-fu is a famous castle, named 
Caya-fu,t built anciently by a king named Dor. In this 
castle is a very beautiful palace, with a great hall, con- 
taining portraits beautifully painted, of all the kings who 
formerly reigned in these provinces. , Having mentioned 
this King Dor, I will tell you a curious story of what 
passed between him and Prester John. The two sov- 
ereigns being at war. Dor was in so strong a situation 
that the other could not reach him, and was therefore 
^ much chagrined ; upon which seven of his servants said 
that they would bring before him hiis adversary, and if he 

* Thia Qtccounc of Achbaluch and the hunting is exdusively in Ra- 
■" aiuio. "^ 

t Pin-ynjiir-ftKUf the teccnd city of Shan-see, not inferior to the ci4[>- 

" — Astlotj ¥tll. i¥. p. 5a. 

Th]B piM* JEi called v«riously Chin-cui, Cay-cui, and in Ramosio 
JH3iair Mr. Mf^rsden aapposes, probably enough, Kiai-tchoou. Count 
[ «uggn5ts TM-ping-hien ; but we cannot find this place on the Je»- 
'^r 4ny other map^ 
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wished eyen alive. He said be should be very much ob- 
liged to them. Having obtained this permission, they 
went to the king and presented themselves as strangers 
desirous to serve him. He gave them an honourable 
welcome, and they began their daties with the utmost 
seal, rendering themselves extremely acceptable. After 
they had remained two years, he became greatly attached 
to them, and confided in their love as if they had been 
lus sons. Now hear what these wioked fellows did, and 
how difficult it is to find defence against a traitor. The 
king happened to go out on an excarsion with a small 
number of persons, among whom w^ere these seven. 
When they had passed a river distant from the palace, 
seeing that the king had not attendants enough to defend 
him, they laid hands on him, drew their swords, and 
threatened to kill him, unless he instantly went along 
with them. He was greatly surprised, and said to 
them, — " What mean you by this, my sons ? — what are 
you saying — whither do you wish me to go V* They re- 
plied ; — ** We wish you to come with us to Prester John, 
who is our master." When Dor heaid this, he almost 
died with grief and said, — " Ha ! my good friends, have I 
not honoured and treated you as children ; why will yon 
betray me into the hands of my enemy 1 This would be 
a most wicked and disloyal action." They replied that 
it must be so. They led him to their sovereign who re- 
joiced greatly, and addressed the king in very rough lan- 
guage. He made no reply, not knowing what to answer ; 
upon which, the other set him to keep his cattle, as a 
mark of disgrace and contempt, and during two years he 
performed this menial office. Afler that time Prester 
John was appeased, and resolved to spare his captive. 
He bestowed on him splendid regal vestments, paying 
him great honour, and saying, — "Now own you were 
not a man capable of making war against me." The 
king then replied, — '' Sire, I always knew that I was un- 
able to contend with you ; I repent much of my former 
bad conduct, and promise faithfully that I will always be 
your friend." Then said the Christian prince, — " I will 
impose upon yon no more hardship and grief; you shall 
receive favour and honour." Having then supplied him 
with many horses handsomely equipped, and a numerous 
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attendance, he permitted him to go. Dor then returned 
to his kingdom, and from that time was a faithful friend 
and servant of Prester John.* 

XXXVUI.— The great Rirer Kara-morui, and the City Ca-dan-fu. 

Twenty miles westward from that castle is a river 
called Kara-moran,t sq large and broad that it cannot be 
crossed by a bridge, and flows on even to the ocean. On 
its banks are many cities and castles, likewise many 
merchants and manufactured goods ; and in the country 
around ginger grows in great abundance. The number 
of birds is wonderful, so that for a Venetian grosso one 
can buy three pheasants ; and after travelling three days, 
you find a noble city named Ca-cian-fu.t The people 
are idolaters, as likewise those of Cathay. It is a city 
of great merchandise and many arts. They have abun- 
dance of silk, with cloth of gold of all fashions. I will 
go on to tell you of the capitcd of the kingdom. 

XXXEC.~The City of Quen-gian-fu. 

When a man has left the city of Ca-cian-fu, and travel- 
led eight days westward, he finds always cities and cas- 
tles, merchandise and arts, pleasure grounds and houses : 
and the whole country is full of mulberries, producing 
abundance of silk. The men are idolaters and live by 
labouring the ground, hunting, and hawking. At the end 
of the eight days he comes to the noble city of Quen-gian- 

* This story is of coune given by the traveller on hearsay ; yet then 
•eems nothing in it very improbable. With regard to the name Dor 
Kabsurdly converted in fthe Latin versions into Darios), Mr. Marsden 
makes an ingenious and very probable conjecture, that it is applied to 
the dynasty of Kin, a "word in Chinese signifying gold. These princes 
of Tartar origin had, previous to the Mongol invasion, occupied all this 
|Murt of Asia. See Account of China, Edinburgh Cabinet Library, vol. 
1. p. 100. Prester John, an odd and celebrated name, is understood to 
apply to Ouang Khan, who at the same period reigned at Karakorum 
and the |adiacent part of Eastern Tartary.— See Introduction to the 
Missions ; the Travels of Caipini and Rubruquis. 

t This term signifying in China the Black River, is applied here to 
the great stream of the Hoang-ho, or Yellow River, the second in mag>- 
nitude of the inland currents which water the empire. 

t Mr. Marsden is unable to find any large city en this line. Count 
Bond suggests Hoa-tcheou, which indeed had occurred to me ; but it 
will not accord with the eight days to Si-ngan-fon. I would suggest 
Tong^tcheou ; for there is no reason to suppose that the river may not 
have been crossed before its bend to the eastwanl. This site would 
mmdj conespond to aU the data. 
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fb,* capital of a kingdom anciently magnificent and power- 
ful, and which had many noble and valiant kings. At 
present the crown is held by Mangalu, a son of the great 
khaa. That city is rich in merchandise and manufac- 
toresi particularly of implements for the supply of ark 
army ; likewise every thing necessary for the subsist- 
ence of man. The people are all idolaters. Westward 
is a beautiful palace of King Mangalu, which I will describe 
to you. It lies in a great plain watered by a riYer^ as also 
by many lakes and fountains. A wall five miles in cir- 
cuit, surrounded with battlements, and well built, encloses 
this splendid edifice, having halls and chambers adorned 
with beaten gold. Mangalu exercises his dominion with 
great justice, and is much beloved by his people ; the 
residents in the district enjoy great amusement in hawk- 
ing and hunting.! 

XL.— Th« Promce of Can-chin. 
A man departing from this palace travels three days 
eastward through a very fine plain, always finding vil- 
lages and ca&tles, with men living by merchandise, and 
rearing silk in great abundance. He then comes to great 
mountains and valleys belonging to the province of Cun- 
chin ;t the people are all idolaters, and subsist by agri- 
culture and hunting, having many forests full of various 
wild animals. Thus a man rides for twenty days through 
mountains, valleys, and woods, always finding cities, cas- 
tles, and good inns. 

* Ken-zan-fu, Ramtuio. This it St^ngan-fon, capital of Shen-iee, 
the retidence of the three imperial dynasties, Chen, Sin, and Han. A 
larg» palace, and walls four leagues in compass, still attest its former 
gruidear. — (Astlev, toI. iv. pp. 53, 54.) Count Boni thinks it Han- 
tchong-fuu ; but tne eight days from Hoa-tcheou would be quite inade- 
cuate to reach that city. He foigets, too, that he would then have 
forty days to spend between it and Tching-tou-fou, a period much too 
luge. 

t This agrees with De Guignes' statement, quoted by Marsden, that 
Memgkola^ a son of Kublai, was governor of Sben*see, Se*tchuen, and 
Thibet, and resided at Si-ngan>fou. — ^Marsden, p. 406. 

X This province, called in other editions Kun-kin, Chin-chin, Chym, 
is cmisidered-by Mr. Marsden (p. 408) to be Se-tohuen ; but the distaa- 
ces compared with the map will show evidently that it is still only the 
•outhem part of Shen-see, which bears in fact the rude and mountain- 
ous chmtuster here ascribed to it (Astley, vid. iv. p. 54). This part of 
China seems then to have been differently and more minutely sabdin- 
dad than at prweat. 
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XLI.~Tbt nrefinoe of Achaleek-Mtt^iL 
After this journey, he enters a province named Aclia- 
lech-Manji, entirely level, and full of cities and castles. 
The people are ail idolaters, and live by merchandise and 
art, and the province yields such a quantity of ginger, 
that it is distributed throughout Cathay, to the great profit 
of the inhabitants. The land also yields rice, wheat, and 
other grain, and is rich in all productions. The princi- 
i>al country is called Achalech-Manji, which means in oar 
language, one of the borders of Manji. This plain lasts 
for two days, and we then travel twenty through moun- 
tains, valleys, and woods, seeing many cities and castles. 
These people are idolaters, and live on the fruits of the 
earth and tlie flesh of birds and beasts ; for there are abun< 
dance of lions, bears, wolves, stags, deer, and particu- 
larly of those animals which yield the musk.* 

XLIL— The Proriace and City of Sin-din-fa. 
When a man has left this country and travelled twenty 
days westward, he approaches a province on the borders 
of Manji named Sin-din-fu. The capital bearing the 
same name, was anciently very great and noble, governed 
by a mighty and wealthy sovereign. He died leaving 
three sons, who divided the city into three parts, and each 
enclosed his portion with a wall, which was within the 
great wall of twenty miles in circuit. They ranked still 
as kings, and had ample possessions ; but the great khan 
overcame them, and took full possession of their terri" 
tory. Through the city a large river of fresh water 
abounding with fish, passes and flows on to the ocean, 
distant eightv or a hundred days* journey ; it is called 
Quian-su. On that current is a very great number of 
cities and castles, and such a multitude of ships, as no 
one who has not seen could possibly believe. EquaUy 
wonderful is the quantity of merchandise conveyed ; in- 
deed it is so broad as to appear a sea and not a river. 
Within the city it is crossed by a bridge, wholly of mar- 
'e, half a mile long and eight paces broad ; the upper 

* Mr. Maxid«n it vnabla to idnitify thia district. It appears to va 
at of Han-tchoac-fon, which lay exactly in the route of the traveller. 
boee deacriptioa very doeely correapondB with that giren by good 
ithc«ities.-"Aatley, toL iT. p. 54, 
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part is sapported by marble colamns, and richly painted ; 
and upon it are many houses where merchants expose 
goods for sale ; but these are set up in the morning and 
taken down in the evening. At one of them, larger than 
the others, stands the chamberlain of the khan, who re- 
ceives the duty on the merchandise sold, which is worth 
annually a thousand golden bezants.* The inhabitants 
are all idolaters ; and from that city a man goes five days' 
journey through castles, villages, and scattered houses. 
The people subsist by agriculture, and the tract abounds 
with wild beasts. There are also large manufactures or 
gauzes and cloth of gold. After travelling these five 
days, he comes to Thibet. 

XLIII.^The ProriBca of Thibet. 
This is a very large province ; the men have a laniruage 
of their own, and are idolaters. They border upon Manji 
and many other countries, and are very great robbers ; 
the extent is such, th'at it contains eight kingdoms and 
many cities and castles. There are also extensive rivers, 
lakes, and mountains, where is found a vast quantity of 
gold. Cinnamon and coral occur, which last is very dear, 
because they place it round the neck of their women and 
their idols, and hold it as a precious jewel. Here are 
made camlets, and other cloths of silk and gold. There 
are very skilful enchanters and astrologers, but extremely 
wicked men, who perform works of the devil, which it 
were unlawful to relate, they would strike with such 
amazement. They have mastiff dogs as large as asses, 
and excellent in taking wild aifiimals. This province was 
entirely destroyed by Mangou, the fiflh great khan, in his 
wars ; and its many villages and castles are all demol- 
ished, t Here grow large canes, fifteen paces long and 

* Sin-din-fu is eridently Tching-ton-fon, anciently one of the gfreatest 
eities of the empire, though nearly 
the sixteenth century. Mr. 
the river, flowing near and even through it, being 
grand stream of the Yang-tse-kiang. Yet this is supported by the best 
editions, and even the word terra is commonly used in this journal as 
synonymous with city. The case we take to be, that the inhabitants 
mistook this important tributary for the main stream, whose early coorsa 
through the wilds of Tartary was probably unknown to them. 

t Tliis accords with De Guignes, who says : " Mangou Khan named 
the general Holitai to go and subject Thibet. All the country was deso-, 
l«ked, its cities and its castles rased."--Marsden, p. 416. 

Ma 



li nearly destroyed during the civil war in 
. Marsden, pp. 411, 413, is erabamssed by 
even through it, being identified with the 
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fonr palms thick, whfle from one knot tb the other is full 
three pahns. The merchants and travellers, who pass 
through that country in tbe night, take these canes and 
set them on fire, when they make such a loud cracklin(|r 
noise that lions, bears, and other destructive animsds are 
terrified, and dare not approach. They also split them ia 
the middle, and produce thus so mighty a sound, that it 
would be heard in the night at the distance of five miles ; 
and tbe explosion is so alarming, that horses unaccus- 
tomed to it often break their reins and harness, and take 
to flight. For tbis reason, travellers, riding such horses, 
bind them by the feet, and stop their eyes and ears.* A. 
man travels twenty days through these countries wit|iout 
finding either inns or victuals ; he must therefore cany 
with him food for himself and his cattle during the whole 
of that space, meeting always, too, ferocious wild beasts, 
which are very dangerous. 

XLIV.^-Another Put of Thibet. 
The traveller then comes to a part of Thibet where 
there are houses and castles ; but the people have a bad 
custom. None of them for the whole world will marry a 
virtuous maiden, saying that she is worth nothing with- 
out having had many lovers. When strangers, therefore, 
pass through, and have pitched their tents, or taken their 
lodging in inns, the old women bring their daughters, odea 
to the number of thirty or forty, and ofier them as wives 
during their stay ; but they must not carry them thence, 
either back or forward. When the merchant is about te 
depart, he gives to the lady some toy or jewel as a testi* 
mony that she has lived with him. . These jewels she 
hangs to her neck, and is anxious to have at least twenty ; 
for the more she can show, the higher is she valued, and 
the more readily obtains a husband. After being married, 
she ia strictly watched, and any infidelity is deeply resent- 
ed. These people are idolatrous and wicked, not hold- 
ing it sinful to commit wrong and robbery ; in short, they 
are the greatest thieves in the world. They live on the 
fruits of the earth, but mostly by hunting and falconry ; 

* Mr. Marsden, p. 416 menticms, as well known m India, the great 
noise made by houses of cane, when set on fire, and which reaembles 
the discharge of musketry. 
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«iid the country contains many of those animals which 
produce musk, and are called in the Tartar language Fui- 
deri. That sinful people have many good dogs,* which 
they employ in the pursuit of wild animals. They have 
Beitber the cards nor money circulated hy the great khan, 
<^ut make money of salt. They* are poorly clad with the 
skins of beasts, canvass, and buckram ; they have a lan- 
guage of their own, which they call Tebet.t Now I will 
tell you of Kaio-du. 

XLV.— The Pronaoe of Kam<4a. * 
This is a province lying to the west, having only one 
king, the inhabitants idolaters, and subject to the great 
^an. It contains a number of cities and castles, with a 
lake, in which are found many pearls ; but the monarch 
forbids them, under a severe penalty, to be removed ex> 
oept for his own use ; because, if any one were allowed 
to take them, they would become worth almost nothing. 
There is also a mountain, whence are quarried turquoise 
stones in great abundance, very large and beautiful ; but 
he does not allow them to be removed unless by his man- 
date. In this province they have a strange and base cus- 
tom, that a man thinks there is no disgrace in an improper 
intimacy between his wife or sister and a stranger or 
other person. On the contrary, when such a one comes 
to reside in his house, the master presently goes out, and 
leaves him with his wife. The visiter remains oflea 
three days, and places a hat or something else at the win- 
dow as a signal ; and the husband never returns till he 
sees this taken away. This is said to be done in honour 
of their idols, who on that account bestow on them many 
blessings. Their gold is in small rods, — ^the value being 
determined according to the weight, and not marked by 
any stamp. The small money is thus made : they take 
salt, form it into a shape, so that it weighs about half a 



* Hamilton partjcularl^ (rtMerrea that the dogs of Thibet 4re rBty • 
md ferocioiu.— Description of Hindoetan, 3 vols. 4to, vol. ii. p. 570. 
t The country here deecribed is the north-eastern part of Thibet, in- 



liabited by the people called Si-ftui. It is extremely little known, bat 
there ia every reason to believe it to correspond with our author's de- 
•eription. 'Aiere is understood to be considerable laxity in regard to 



<he virtue of females before marriag^e ; but the extreme ill-conduct hem 
•tatod is pobably confined to the great routes, where the resort of canir 
vw-jneicaanta affords temptatiaai to such ixreguWitiat, 
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pound, and eighty of these are worth a rod of gold. They 
have a very great namber of the animals which yield thh 
musk; likewise fishes from the same lake whence the 
pearls are drawn ; also the usual kinds of wild birds and 
beasts. No wine is obtained from vines, but it is made 
from grain or rice with many spices, which makes a good 
liquor. In that province also grows a tree called garofci ; 
it is small, with leaves like a laurel, but longer and nar- 
rower ; it bears a small white flower.* It yields ginger, 
cinnamon, and other spices, which come into our country ; 
but I have now said to you enough of Kain-du. After 
travelling ten days you come to a river which bounds it, 
named Brius. In it is found a great quantity of gold-dust ; 
and on its banks abundance of cinnamon ; it flows on to 
the ocean. Now let us tell you of Caraian.t 

* The clove is here evidently deacribed, — a statement wlu<& lk&. 
Marsden considers as reflecting beyond any other on the traveller's ao- 
cnracy. We cannot, however, help observing, that the Jtora of this 
country is whoUv unknown ; and there is every reason to suppose it rkh. 
and pecuUar. From Turner's account it appears that Tarieties of da- 
namon and of other aronuttic plants abound in Thibet ; and there seems 
no reason why the clove or some plant resembling it should not occur. 
Count Boni qiiotes Bissachere for its existence in TonQuin.-->Il MiBione. 
Tol. ii. p. 260. 

1 1 reluctlantl^ feel obliged to diflhr from my predecessors as to the 
course followed in the subwquent chapter. Mr. Marsden, with Gaubil 
and De Guignes, considers &ain-du as Yung^ning-tou, and the route 
thence to be through Yun-nan to YoDg-tchang, on the boiders of Ava. 
Count Boni states, that after much hesitation he yielded to this opinion. 
I am persuaded, on the contrary, that it lay through Thibet, and then 
down the highest steeps of the Himalaya. The r6ute from Tching-toa 
to Yung-ning through Thibet would form a great circuit, with the sole 
apparent view of passing through that wild country, while there was a 
direct and shorter route through the interior of China. Between the 
latter place and Yong-tchang, thirty days are spent, corresponding to 
above 400 miles, and in which the traveller passes through three coun- 
tries, one of them containing seven kingdoms ; yet the actual distance 
is only SOO miles. The deflection westward is very small ; yet the gen- 
eral line of route is nearly north-west. The rugged character of the 
country, the stupendous mountains, the abundance of gold and salt,* 
the superstitious priesthood, all agree with Thibet. There is, doubtless, 
reason to think that Yun-nan may in these respects resemble it ; yet by 
no means on so vast a scale. I shall not be able to identify the names 
of places ; but as little has Mr. Marsden on his route been able to do so. 
Generally, they are uncouth and diasi milar to Chinese terms. We shall 
soon coipe to a stupendous descent, occupying two days and a lialf, ex- 
actly agreeing with that from Thibet to the plain of India ; while Yvmt 
san, though mountainous, is never 4escribed as a table-land. L«^j» 
• Ham&tQB, DsMriptioa of HindMtsn, voL iL p. Sfift. 
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• XLVI.— The Province of Canuaxu 
When a man has departed and crossed the riyer, ho 
enters this province, which is large, and contains seyen 
kingdoms extending westward. The people are aill idol- 
aters, and uoder the dominion of the great khan. The 
king is a son of his, named Essetemur, and is great, rich, 
and powerful.. He is also brave and upright, ruling hia 
country with much justice,* When the traveller has 
Grossed the river, he passes, during a journey of five 
^ys, through a country, where there is abundance ot 
cities and castles, with many very good horses ; and tho 
people are supported by cattle and the produce of laud. 
Their language is extremely difficult to understand. At 
the end of these five days, he comes to the capital of the 
country, named Yaci,t which is particularly great and 
noble, with mai^ merchants and numerous arts. There 
•are here various sects, Saracens, idolaters, and Nestorian ' 
ChnstianSi There is a good deal of grain and rice, yet 
the country is not veiy fertile. They make a drink of the 
latter which intoxicates iike wine. Money is formed of 
porcelain, such as is found in fhe fsea,^ and eighty pieces 
•9re worth one bar of gold, or eight of silver. They have 
pits whence they draw vast quantities of salt, from which 
the king derives a great revenue.^ Adultery is not con- 
sidered as a crime, unless when accompanied with vio- 
leqee. There is a lake here extending a hundred miles, 
and containing many large fishes, the best in the world. 
They ose the raw flesh of all fowls and beasts ; for the 
poor people go to the market and get it newly taken from 
the animal, put it in garlic sauce, then eat it ; the rich like- 

we than «ee t1i« traToHer pnuing through th« vwy iwrt of Tun-nan here 
tRippaaed, yet not recognizing it ai ever seen before, bat deachbing it as 
•Itogether a new country. 

* There are no means of identifying this covereign, whom we cannot 
•appose to be the con and succeMor of Knblai ; but De Ouignes men- 
tiooa Yeeon-timoar, a nephew of that prince, who may possibly have 
jnled in thia district. 

t This place is coiisidered by Mr. Marsden and Count Boni as Tali" 
feu in YuB-nan, but without ^y correspondence of name or description. 
One of the appellations given to it in the French edition is Chiaci. I 
would point out Chiaki in Thibet, which would be reached soon after 
passing the San-pou, and has near it the great lake of Palt^. 

t niese are cowries, found chiefly in the MaldivM. but also abund- 
•ittly in Silhet, a district of Bengal. Marsden, p. 4S7. t 

^ Tlw Abundance of rock-salt in Thibet ia well known. 
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wise eat It raw, bat previoasly cat into small pieces, and 
the sauce mixed with good spices.* 

XL VII.— The FroTiiic« of Karazan and its g^at Serpents. 

When a man leaves Yaci, or Chiaci, and goes ten days 
westward, he finda^the province of Karazan, with a capi- 
tal of the same name. The people are ail idolaters, and 
subject to the great khan ; the king is a son of that mon- 
archy named Kogatin. Gola dust is found in the river, and 
on the mountains in large pieces so abundantly .that a bar 
is given for six of silver. The porcelain, too, formerly 
described circulates for money, but is procured from India. 
Here ^re snakes and serpents so huge as to strike all mea 
with astonishment ; they are ten paces long, ten palms 
broad, and have no feet, bat only a hoof like that of the 
lion ; the nose is like a loaf of bread, the mouth so huge 
that it would swallow at once a man whole ; the teeth are 
immense, nor is there any wild beast whom they do not 
strike with terror. There are smaller ones eight paces 
long atid six palms broad. The mode of catching them is 
this : — They remain during the day in great caverns un- 
der the earth, to avoid the heat, but at night go out to 
feed, and seize all the animals whom they can reach; 
they also seek drink at the rivers, fountains, and lakes, 
and then make a deep track in the sand, as if a barrel 
had been dragged through it. In it the people fix a stake, 
fasten to it a steel instrument sharpened like a razor, 
and cover it over with sand. When the serpent comes 
through the track, and strikes against the steel, he is 
pierced with such violence, that his body is divided from 
one side to the other, as high as the umbilical cord, and 
he presently dies. They then take the body and extract 
the gall-bladder, which they sell very dear, being an ex- 
cellent medicine for the bite of a mad dog, when admia- 
istered in small doses. It is also valuable in childbirth, 
and when given to the woman, a safe delivery immediate- 
ly follows. The flesh also is sold at a high price, being 
considered delicate food.f The serpent ^so enters the 

* Mr. Marsden, p. 439, has collected full evidence of the ciutom of 
mating raw flesh in Thibet. 

t This account of the aXiigaXor is by no means strictly accurate ; bat 
« the animal was probably not seea bat described upon the hearsi^ of 
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dens of lions, bears, and other fierce animals, and devoara 
their whelps, when he can get at them. Here, too, are 
yery large horses, which are carried into India to be sold. 
They cat two or three nerves from the tail, so that they 
may not strike with it the roan who rides, which is con- 
skiered disgraceful. These people ride like the French, 
with long staffs, have arms covered with buffalo hide, and 
carry lances, apears, and poisoned arrows. Before the 
great khan conquered them they had a wicked custom, 
that whea any stranger came to lodge with them who 
was agreeable, wise, and opulent, they killed him during 
the night by poison or some other mode. This was not 
out of enmity or with the view of taking his money, but 
because they imagined that his wisdom and other good 
qualities would thus remain with them. However, about 
Ukirty-five years ago, after that monarch conquered the 
country, he prohibited this crime, which, from fear of him, 
they no longer commit. Now let us tell of another prov- 
ince called Kardandan. 

XLVm.— The Pnnrinoe of Eaidandan. 

When a man departs from Karazan, and travels to the 
westward he enters a province named Kardandan, inhab- 
ited by idolaters, and subject to the great khan. The chief 
city is called Vociam. All the people have their teeth, 
both upper and lower, covered with gold, which thus ap- 
pear to be made of that metal.* The men are soldiers, 
and regard nothing but war ; the women, with the slaves, 
perform all the work. When any lady has been delivered 
of a boy, the husband goes to bed, taking the child with 
hhn, and remains there forty days. He thus allows rest 
to the mother, who is only obliged to suckle the infant. 
All his friends then come and make a festival, when the 
wife rises, manages the domestic affairs, and serves her 
husband, still lying in bed. They eat all kinds of flesh, 

Bot rerjr intelligent informants, this cannot be considered wonderfiiL 
The eating of the flesh of the serpent tribe, even as a delicacy, is bj no 
Beans uncommon among rude Asiatics. Nor ib the snperstitioas value 
mttached to the gall-bladder without example among ignorant tribes. 
Mursden, pp. 433, 433. 

* Count Boni quotes from Martini the account of a country north of 
Tun-nan, and consequently Thibet^ where this practioe prevails. U 
MIUioiM, it. S09. 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



144 DESCRIPTION OF CEEENA, AND OF THE 

both raw and cooked, and rice dressed along with it, and 
make a very good wine of rice and spices. They have 
money of goM and porcelain, and give a bar of gold for 
five of silver, having no mines of the latter metal within 
five days* distance ; by this exchange the merchants make 
grieat profit. This people have neither idols nor churches, 
but adore the master of the house, and say of him, **we 
are his ; and he is our god||' They have neither letters 
nor writing, which is not wonderful, because they live m 
an unfrequented place, that cannot be visited in the sum- 
mer on account of the air, which is then so corrupted and 
pestilent that no foreigner can live there. Whenever 
they have dealings together, they select a piece of timber, 
square or round, cleave it in the middle, and each take» a 
half; this must be done before two, three, or four wit- 
nesses. When the payment comes to be made, the one 
receives the money, and gives his half of the wood.* In 
all those provinces there is no physician, but when any 
one is sick, doctors and exorcists of evil spirits are sent 
for, who, on coming to the patient, begin their incanta- 
tions, beating instruments, singing and dancing. In a 
short time one of them falls to the ground, foams at the 
mouth, and becomes half dead, when the devil enters into 
his body. The other magicians then ask the half-dead 
man what is the cause of the patient's illness.^ The de- 
mon answers from his mouth that the sufferer has given 
displeasure to such or such a spirit, who is therefore tor- 
menting him. They then say, " we beseech you to par- 
don him, and take in compensation for his blood the pres- 
ents which we now exhibit." Then if the sick man is to 
die, the fiend in the body of the magician says, — "the 
spirit has been wronged and displeased to such a degree, 
that he will not spare him for any thing in the world." 
If on the contrary a cure is to take place, the devil from 
the body says, " take so many sheep and so many dishes 
of rich pottage, and make a sacrifice of them to the angry 
spirit." The relations of the patient do every thing thus 
ordered, killing the sheep, sprinkling the blood, and pre- 
paring the dishes of pottage. A great assemblage is made 
of men and women, who hold a joyous feast, dancing and 

* Mr. Mwidea, p« 440, gkyn other examples of thii nide mode of htf- 
gainixig« 
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singing songs in praise of the spirit. They bam incense- 
and myrrh, with which they fumigate and illuminate the- 
whole house. When they have acted thus for about an* 
hour, the first magician again faUs down, and they inquire- 
if the sick man is now pardoned and will be cured. It is- 
then answered that he is not yet pardoned, but something: 
more must be done, after which forgiveness will be grant- 
ed. This order is obeyed, when he says, ** he is pardon^ 
ed, and will be immediately isured." The company thea 
exclaim, " the spirit is on our side," and having eaten the- 
sheep and drunk the pottage with great joy and festivity,, 
they return to their homes.* 

XLIX.— Of the gnat Battle frnwht between the Thxtan and the King: 
of Mien. 

Now I must mention a very great battle which was^ 
fought in the kingdom of Vociam, and you shall hear all' 
how it happened. In the year of our Lord 1272, the great 
khan sent a mighty captain, named Nescardin with 12,000 
men, to defend the province of Caraian. He was a pru- 
dent man, very strong in arms and skilful in war ; and 
the soldiers with him were good and very brave warriors. 
Now the King of Mien and of Bangalat were afraid lest he 
should invade their territory; yet they thought they were 
able to overcome and destroy the whole army in such a 
manner that thei great khan might never feel inclined to 
send another into the same quarter. They assembled, 
therefore, 60,000 horse and foot, with 2000 elephants, each 
of which had on its back a castle well fortified and defend- 

* The precise pontion of thia coontrr cannot be identified ; but it is 
evidently sitnated on the meet ragged heights of the great mountain* 
cluin, inhabited by a demi-savage people. The fantastic conduct as- 
cribed to the husband on his wife's accouchement is very positiTely stated 
in regard to certain South American tribes ; and it is not altogether im- 
possible that it may exist in some corners of Asia ; but it seems more 
pvobable that the traveller was misled b^ false reports. The enchant- 
vsents dflsoribed are those usnaUy practised by ihe priests of Fo, who 
JuiTe their central seat in Thibet. 

t The Teisions present a curious difficulty, whether one or two kinn 
•re here meant. The Paris Latin is dear : " Rex Mien et Rex BangiUa 
muiimtes." The Baale edition is similar. Ramusio seems to make only 
ooa, and Mr. Marsden considers this confirmed by the context. Nothing 
can be made of the French edition : *' Le roi de Mien et de Banffaht ke 



moH estoit poiaant rvi's,— •eeste rvt,-- (foant U sott,'* ice. My impree- 
■ioB is that the two kmgs united their forces, but only that of Mie'- 
CUM forwaid in the oonuMt. 



I ia^tbat the two km^s united their forces, but only that of 1 

N 
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ed by twelve, fourteen, or sixteen men. The King of 
Mien came with the above army to the city of Vociam, 
where was the array of the Tartars, and took post in a 
plain at the distance of three days* journey. Nescardia 
was somewhat alarmed, considering how small a force he 
had in comparison with the host of the King of Mien ; but 
he took courage, reflecting that his troops were brave and 
most valiant warriors. He therefore marched to meet 
them in the plain of Vociam, and pitched his camp near 
a great forest, filled with lofty trees, into which he was 
aware that elephants could not enter. The King of Mien, 
seeing the army of Nescardin, advanced to attack it. The 
Tartars went with great boldness to meet them, but when 
their horses saw the elephants with the wooden castles 
upon them stationed and. arranged in the first line, they 
were struck with such! terror that the riders could not, 
either by force or any contrivance make them approach. 
They, therefore, immediately alighted, and tied them to 
the trees, when the infantry returned to the line of ele- 
phants, and began to discharge their arrows with the 
utmost violence. Those who were on the backs of the 
animals fought bravely ; but the Tartars were stronger, 
and more accustomed to battle. They wounded very se- 
verely with these missiles a multitude of the elephants, 
which, being terrified, took to flight and rushed with vio- 
lence into the adjacent wood. As they could not be re- 
strained from entering, and rushing backward and for- 
ward through the thick trees in confusion, they broke the 
wooden castles on their backs, and destroyed all their 
equipments. When the Tartars saw these animals dis- 
posed of, they ran to their horses, which were bound to 
the trees, mounted them, and rushed upon the warriors 
of the King of Mien. They began the attack with a 
shower of arrows, but as the king and his troops still de- 
fended themselves valiantly, they drew their swords, and 
rushed into close combat. Now mighty blows were 
struck ; swords and spears were fiercely thrust on both 
jBides ; heads, arms, and hands were struck off; and many 
warriors fell to the earth dead and dying. The noise and 
•cries would have drowned the loudest thunder. At length, 
after mid-day, the host of Mien gave way ; and the king, 
with all who survived the battle, took to flight, pursued by 
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the Tartars, who killed many of the fugitives.* When 
satisfied with pursuit, they returned to the wood to catch 
the elephants. They endeavoured to stop the flight of 
these animals by cutting down the trees and laying them 
across ; yet they are so intelligent, that the soldiers would 
not have succeeded but for the aid of some of the captives 
taken in battle, through whose means they were able to 
recover two hundred. From this time the great khan be- 
gan to employ elephants in his army, which he had not 
hitherto done. Afterwards that monarch conquered the 
lands of Mien, and added them to his dominion. 

L.^Of the great Descent. 

VThen you have departed from the said province of Car 
raian, there begins a great descent, which continues for 
two days and a half ;t and in all this journey nothing oc- 
curs worthy of notice except that there is a great space 
in which a market is held on certain days of the year. 
Thither come many merchants from divers countries and 
districts, some of whom bring gold and silver to exchange ; 
and they give an ounce of the former for five of the latter. 
None but those who bring the gold can penetrate into 
the countries where it is produced, so difficult and intri- 
eate are the roads. When a man has travelled these two 
days and a half, he comes to a district which is called 
Anniz, on the borders of India, towards the south, and 
then he goes for fifteen days through a region covered 
with woods filled with elephants, unicorns, and other sav- 
age beasts^ but not containing any human habitation. 

LI.— Of the City of Mien, and the most beaxttiAiI Tomb of the King. 

f At the termination of these wild and pathless tracts is 
a large and noble city called Mien, the capital of the prov- 
ince. The people are all idolaters^ with a language pe- 

* Ramnrio has here leveral nntences of criticnm upon the military 
eonduct of the King of Mien ; but they are not supported by any early 
edition, and such discussion is quite unusual with our traveller. They 
conclivie also with the erroneous statement that the great khan sub- 
dued, in consequence, the whole territories of the King of Bengal and 
Mien. I have not, therefore, inserted them. 

t This immense descent without any previous rise is quite what might 
be expected from the table-land of Thibet. There is no reason to sup- 
pose any thing similar in Yun-nan, which, though mountainous, is n(^ 
where oMchbed as a table-land* 
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•caliar to themselves, and are sabject to the great khan.* 
About this city T will tell you a thing very remarkable. 
There was anciently in it a rich and powerful king, who, 
being about to die, commanded that on his tomb, shon^ 
be erected two towers, one of gold, and the other of ail- 
▼er. They are full ten paces high, and of a suitable thick- 
ness ; the first, being composed of stone, is covered aU 
ever with gold to the thickness of a finger, so that to the 
spectator it appears wholly of that metal. The summit is 
round, and filled with little golden bells, which the wind, 
whenever it strikes them, canses to ring. The other 
tower is similarly formed, but is coated with silver, and 
has silver bells. By these buildings the king intended to 
display his greatness and dignity, and they are the most 
beautiful and valuable to be seen in the world. Between 
them he caused the sepulchre to be constructed, where 
he is now buried. When the great khan conquered that 
city, he desired all the players and buffoons, of whom 
there were a great number in his court, to go and achieve 
the conquest, offering them a captain and some warlike 
aid. The jesters wiUingly undertook the affair, and set- 

* De Gvignet and Gavbil think that Mien is Fegn, which, hj d*Aa- 
▼ille's map of Yan-nan, reaUy appear* to bear that name in China, and 
to this Count Boni anenta. Manden (p. 445), MnsiUe that tbi« woakL 
derange the whole itinerary, fixes it in the capital of Ara. I cannot, 
however, see that such a position is consistent with the data in the traT« 
els. In the following chapter, Bengal, in reference to Mien, is said to 
be, in Bamusio, ** poata ne^ contiui dell' India 9er»o meM tU" which Mr. 
Marsden translates ^* on the southern confines of India,** an expresaioa 
to which it seems here impossible to attach any distinct idea. But the 
two Paris editions state its position to the »outk quite distinct, and in a 
different place from its relation to India. The Itslian MS. in the Ma- 
•eum sajrs, ** una provincia pests verso metodi," Pipino : " ad meridiem 
in confinio Indie.*' There seems thus a complete agreement that Ben- 

Eil lay south of Mien, which must then lie between it and the Himma- 
hs. A probable place seems to be Beyhar, always a separate kingdom, 
and in the 16th century yery powerful, till it was taken and its temples 
demolished by the Mohammedans in 1001. (Hamilton, T(d. i. p. S16.) 
Turner describes the country north of it as singularly desolate. The 
position of Silhet might perhaps agree still better as to distance from 
the Himmalehs. These gilded structures, as a new object, struck the 
Tartars with astonishment ; but Mr. Marsden (p. 450) shows Ihem to be 
common even in small cities of the north of India. Those here described 
are on a very small scale, compared with similar ones in the capitals of 
Pegu and Ava. No one, I think, who reads Major Symes' description 
of the variety and magnificence of the gilded edifices in the Bumiflea 
metropohs, can suppose the present aoooont appUoahle to it. 
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ting out with the proffered assistance, subdued this prov- 
ince of Mien.* When they came to that noble city, and 
saw these splendid edifices, they admired exceedingly, 
and sent to the great khan an account of their beauty, 
anJ of the manner in which they were constructed, ask- 
ing if he wished them to be demolished, and the gold and 
silver sent to him. The monarch, on hearing this, com- 
manded that they should not be destroyed, since the king 
had erected them to commemorate his greatness, and no 
Tartar touches any thing belonging to a dead man. They 
were therefore to continue in the same condition as they 
now stood. This province contains elephants, wild oxen 
large and beautiful, stags, deer, and other animals. Now, 
let me tell you of another which is called Bangala. 

LII. — Of the Province of Bangala. 

This is a province towards the south, which, in the 
year 1290, while I, Marco, was afr the court of the great 
khan, was not yet conquered, but the army was there, 
ready to march for that purpose. It has a king and lan- 
guages of its own, and the people are most wicked idola- 
ters. They are on the confines of India, t The barons 
and -lords of that country have oxen as tall as elephants,. 
but not so weighty ; and live on flesh and rice. They *■ 
have great abundance of silk, with which they carry on • 
extensive manufactures; also ginger, sugar, and many 
other costly spices. This place is visited by numerous 
merchants, who purchase slaves, make them eunuchs^ 
and then either sell or convey them to other places. t 

LIIL— Of the Province of Kangign. 

Kangigu is a province towards the east, subject to a 

* Mr. Marsden (p. 450) is much scandalized at this idea of an army of 
jesters, and endeavours to believe that sorcerers and jugglers- were rather 
intended. The jesters, however, have all the manuscripts in their favour ; 
Mid the whole appears to have b^en a frolic, including a display of the 
fibcility with which the conquest could be achieved. Care would o£ 
course be taken, and is indeed intimated, to support them bj more expe- 
rienced warriors. 

t We may again observe that Bengal is not considered here as part (^ 
India. 

t It seems from this imperfect account of Bengal, and no itinerary be- 
ing given to it, that Marco did not actually visit the country, which in- 
deed, in its existing relation to his master, he could scarcely have done 
«ith safety. 

N2 
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king;* the people are all idolaters; have a language of 
their own ; and owning the supremacy of the great khan, 
they pay him an annual tribute. The king is so luxuri- 
ous as to have 800 wives, for as soon as he hears of a 
beautiful woman in the country he takes her to himself. 
The people have much gold and many precious spices ; 
but being far from the sea, their commodities do not bring 
the full value. They have many elephants and beasts of 
various other kinds. All the men and women paint their 
bodies, the colours being worked in with the daws of 
lions, dragons, and eagles, and thus never effaced. In this 
manner they stain their neck, breast, hands, limbs, and 
indeed their whole person. This is considered extremely 
genteel, and the more any one is painted, the higher is 
his rank considered. Now let us tell you of another 
province named Amu. 

LIV.— Of the Pnmnoe of Anra. 

Amut is also a province towards the east, subject to 
the great khan. The people are idolaters, live by pastu- 
rage and agriculture, and have a language of their own. 
The ladies wear on their arms and legs valuable bracelets 
of gold and silver, and the men have these still finer and 
rarer. They have good horses in consideraMe-numbers^ 
' many of which the Indians purchase and sell again to 
much advantage. They have also abundance of oxen 
and bulfaloes, I^ause they have extensive and good pa»« 
tuves ; in short, they hanre plenty of the means of sub- 
sistence. From Amu to Kangigu^ are fifteen days, and 
thence to Bangala, which is the third province behind, 
are thirty days. Now let us come to another province, 
which is called Tholoman, and lies eight journeys from 
this to the east. 

LV. — Of the ProTince of Tholonuui. 

Tholoman is a third province towards the east. All 
the people are idolaters, have a language of their own, 

* The route here evidently lie* across Assam, Casl^r, and Caawy, 
rude territories to the north of the Burman empire, which has exercised 
•oyer them a precarioas rule ; but part has been recently annexed to 
British dominion. The practice of tattooing is known to prevail in some 
of these districts. 

t Bamoo, or Bhamo, a province known to lie 8puth-«aat of Ava ; Inii 
•we have very Uttle informatiQix respeeting it 
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and are under the great khan.* They are handsome, of 
. rather a brown complexion, good men at arms, and have 
a number of cities, castles, and forts, on the top of very 
high mountains. When they die, the bodies are burned, 
and the bones which cannot l>e consumed are placed in 
chests and carried to the caverns of high mountains, 
where they are kept suspended, so that neither man nor 
beast can touch them. Gold is found here; but the 
small money is of porcelain, which circulates in all these 
provinces. The merchants, though few, are rich ; the 
people live on flesh and rice, and have many good spices. 

LVI. — Of the Province of Cyn-gui and its Lions. 

Cyn-gui is a province likewise situated towards the 
east, and when a man leaves Tholoman, he goes twelve 
days along a river, where there are towns and castles, 
but nothing else Worth mentioning. At the end of these 
twelve days, he finds the city Sinugul, very large and no- 
ble. The inhabitants are all idolaters, and subject to the 
great khan. They live by merchandise and arts, and 
weave cloths of the bark of trees, which make fine sum- 
mer dresses. They are good men at arms ; but they have 
no money except paper. There are in this country so 
many lions, that if a man were to sleep out of doors, he 
would presently be killed and eaten by them ; and at 
night, when a bark sails along the river, if it were not 
kept at a good distance from the bank, they would rush 
in and carry oflf the crew. However, though these ani- 
mals be so large and dangerous, the natives have a won- 
derful manner of defending themselves ; for the dogs of 
that country are so daring, that they will assault a large 
one, and, seconded by a man, will kill him. I will teQ 
you how : when a man is on horseback with two of these 
dogs, as soon as they see a lion, they throw themselves 
behind him, and bite his thighs and body. The lion turns 
furiously round, but they wheel about with him so swiftly, 

* Mr. Maraden is at a loss respecting the name Tholoman, and his sagw 
geation of its aiiplication to the Birman empire generally is quite unten^ 
ble. There seems no reason for not acquiescing in the idea thrown oat 
ia Astley's Vojrages (vol. iy. p. 506) of its being the part of Yun-nan in- 
habited by the Lolos, governed by brave feudal chiefs, nearly independ- 
mat, though owning tiie supremacy of the court of China. — See Accooat 
•f China, Edinburgh Cabinet Library, vol. iii. p. 46. 
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that h»^ cannot reach them. He then retreats till he 
comes to a tree, against which he places his back, and 
turns his face to the dogs ; but they continue always 
biting him from behind, and making him turn round and 
round. Meantime the man discharges arrows without 
ceasing, till the animal falls down dead, and thus one 
man and two spirited dogs are sufficient to kill a large 
lion. The inhabitants of this province have a good deal 
of silk, and a great trade is carried on to all quarters 
along the river. 

LVIL— Arnval at Sin-din-fu, and Joamey back to Gin-gm. 

Continuing to journey on its banks for twelve days 
more we discover a number of cities and castles. The 
people are idolaters, subject to the great khan, and use 
paper money. Some are good at arms, others are mer- 
chants and artificers. At the end of the twelve days, the 
traveller, comes to Sin-din-fu,* of which mention has 
been made above. He then rides seventy days through 

grovinces and lands which we formerly went over, and 
ave already described. At the end of that period, he 
comes to Gin-gui, where we formerly were.f 

* Mr. Marsden cmnplaina here of a perplexity for which there does not 
appear the slightest ground. He is, indeed, partly confused by a blua- > 
der of Ramusio, who speaks ef the twelve days as if they were the same 
as the twelve days in the last chapter ; but the French edition distinctly 
states it as a second journey. Now we have the ascertained points of 
Banioo on one side, and on the other Sin*din-fu, which the reader may 
recollect as identified vnth Tching-ton-fou ; and we have thirty-two 
days' journey, which agrees with the distance ; while intervening 
branches and tributaries of the Yang-tse-kiang amply furnish the rivers. 
Every thin«r agrees most distinctly i and how the learned writer could 
fly off to Koei tcheon I cannot conceive. The only difficulty respects 
the precise position of Sinugul, called by Ramusio Cintigui. I have 
little hesitation in agreeing with Count Boni, who considers it Sou- 
tcheou, at the juncti(m of the Kiang with the river from Tching-tov- 
fou ; for the last syllable pronounced hard and guttural, is always made 
gu by our traveller. Here, too, on examining the map, we shall see 
clearly that, in going from Bamoo to Tching-tou-fou, he must have 
passed through Yun-nan, and even near Yong-tehang. Yet he in no 
degree recognises it, and describes it in terms wholly di^rent from what 
he did in his former (supposed) passage. Is not this a strong proof that 
his route then was wholly through a diflbrent country ? 

t Mr. Marsden (p. 462) yields here to complete despair, and conceives 
that any attempt to connect this with the remainder of the route as can" 
ftituting one journey would be quite fruitless. It appears to him that 
tbare must be two itineraries, one broken off and the other begun in a 
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LVni.— Cities of CsHaan-fa, Cian*gla, vai Cian-gUr 

From Gin-gui or Geo-gui a man travels four days, find-: 
ing a variety of cities and castles. The people are great 
artificers and merchants, sabject to the mighty khan, and 
use paper money. At the end of the fonr days you come 
to Ca-cian-fu,* a large and noble city, lying to the south, 
in the province of Cathay. The inhabitants are subject 
to the same monarch, are all idolaters, and burn the bo- 
dies of their dead. They have a good supply of silk, which 
they make into difllferent kinds of cloth. A large river 
flows past it, along which great abundance of merchan* 
dise is conveyed to Kambcdu, with which it is made to 
communicate by the digging of many canals. Now let 
ns pass to another city called Cian-glu. The natives are 
idolaters, subject to the khau, use paper money, and bum 
the bodies of their dead. In that city, salt is made very 
extensively, and I will tell you how. There is a species 
of earth full of it, and they pile it up in heaps, upon which 
they throw a great quantity of water, to saturate it with 
the mineral. They next boil it in large cauldrons of iron, 
till it evaporates, and leaves a white and minute salt,! 

Bumner equally abrupt. The oonfunon haa arisen altogether from the 
grqss comiption of Ramusio's and all the other texts to which the learn- 
ed writer had aooess. In the French edition, ererjr thing is connected 
in the most distiact manner. He azrives at Tohing-tou-fou, which he 
notices as having been formerly Tisited. He then travels seventy days? 
journey back along the route he had come, and notices having already 
given a description of it, which he has of course no occasion to repeat. 
He then arrives at Gin-gui, the same as Oeo-gui or Gouza, already mm- 
tioned as the point where the two routes divide, one leading south-west, 
the other south-east. Having completed the former, he now enters upon 
the latter. Ramusio gives only twenty days from Sin-din-fu, a period 
quite inadequate. The Italian MS. does the same, though Mr. Marsden 
has not understood ite almost illegible characters. Pipino and the Bade 
editor have made a strange blunder indeed. They have imagined the Cyn- 
gui mentioned in the last chapter to be the same as Gin-gui though the 
places are a thousand miles distant, and all the intermediate itinerary ii 
therefore enranged as an excrescence. 

* Pa-zan-fu, Ramusio. This appears to be Ho-kien-fou, a large dtr 
at Pe-che-lee, with walls four miles in circuit. It has a river on each 
aide, but at a littie distance ; Hiese may probably be connected with it 
by canals. — Marsden, p. 463. 

t Cian-glu or Chan-glu, is Tsan-tcheou, a oomaiderable town, still in 
Pe-die-lee. Mr. Marsden (pp. 464, 466) seems to prove that the salt 
here mentioned is nitre or saltpetre. Count Boni (vol. ii. pp. S94, 895) 
identifies the two last places with Poo-ling -fou and MoautelUn ; but trt 
juuae to pirefer Mr. Marsden's sites. 
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which is exported to all the countries roand. Five days' 
journey from Cian-glu is Cian-gli,* inhere are many cities 
and castles. It is a town of Cathay, and the whole people 
are idolaters, subject to the khan, and use paper money. 
Through the middle of that territory flows a great riirer, 
on which is conveyed much merchandise of various kinds. 

LIX. — Condi*fu — Rebellion against the Great Khan. 

In departing from Cian-gli, we come in six days to 
Condi-fu, a great city, which the khan conquered by force 
of arms, but still it is the noblest in the province, t There 
is a wonderful abundance of silk, as well as orchards with 
many delicate fruits, and the situation is delightful ; it has 
also under it fifteen other cities of great importanc^e and 
commerce, whence it derives high honour and dignity. 
In the year 1273, the khan gave to Litan, one of his bar- 
ons, 70,000 horse to defend and secure that city ; but 
when the said baron had remained some time in the coun- 
try, he arranged with certain men to betray it, and rebel 
against his lord. When the khan knew this, he sent two 
of his commanders, AguU and Mongatai, with many troops, 
against the traitor. On their approach, the rebel went 
forth to meet them with his forces, consisting of a hun- 
dred thousand cavalry and many infantry, both of the 
country and of those he had brought with him ; and there 
was a very great battle between him and those two chiefs. 
Litan was killed, with many others ; and the khan caused 
all those who had been guilty to be put to death, and 
spared the lives of the rest.t Now let us tell of another 
country named l^in-gui. 

LX. — Cities of Sin-gui, Lin-goi, Pin-gni, and Cin-gni. 

When a man has gone south from Condi-fu, he finds 
cities and castles, many animals of the chase and birds, 

* Though there is no resemblance of name, this appears to be Te- 
tcfaeou, on the river Ea-ho, and %K. the entrance of the province of Shwk- 
tnng. — Marsden, p. 466. 

t Tudinfu, Ramutyt ; Tsi-nan-fou, capital of Shan-tnng, and of « 
kingdom long independent. It contains very fine buildings, and modern 
travellers atree with our author in describing the environs as particu- 
larly fertile and beautiful. 

■% This revolt is recorded with nearly the same circumBtano(»s in tihe 

J-°n*w "V "^^^ "*™® **^®«> ffiven to the leader is Litan, with 
rii^iii* m'*°^ version wrees, whUe in Ramusio it is corrapt«d mto 
AfOcansor.— 'Manden, p. 468. 
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with a vast abundance of all productions^ and then comes 
toSin-guu* which is noble, great, and beautiful, with much 
merchandise and many arts ; the whole people are idola- 
ters, subject to the khan, and use paper money. They 
have a river which is of great utility, because the people 
of the country have divided the stream which comes from 
the south into two parts; one goes eastward towards 
Manji, the other westward towards Cathay ; and the land 
has thus a wonderful number of ships, though not of large 
size, with which they convey goods to other provinces, ' 
and bring thence an almost incredible quantity of mer- 
chandise. When a man departs from Sin-gui and goes 
eight days to the south, he finds many rich cities and cas- 
tles. The people are idolaters, subject to the khan ; they 
bum the bodies of their dead, and use paper money. At 
the end of eight days he arrives at a town named Lin-gui,t 
great and noble, with men-at-arms, and also arts and mer- 
chandise. Here are wild animals and every kind of pro- 
vision in abundance. When he departs from Lin-gui, he 
goes three days to the south, finding cities and castlea 
under the powerful khan ; the people idolatrous, and burn- 
ing the bodies of their dead. There is much excellent 
hunting of birds and beasts. At the end of these three 
days he discovers a very good city named Piurgui.t The 
people have all things necessary for subsistence, raise 
much silk, and pay a large revenue to the sovereign. A 
great quantity of merchandise is laden here for the prov- 
ince of Manji. When a man has departed from Pin-gui 
and travelled two days with his face to the south, through 
beautiful and rich countries, he finds the city of Cin-gui,^ 
Tery large, and full of merchandise iind arts. The people 

* I cannot but much wonder that Mr. Marsden (p. 470, and Count 
Boni, vol. ii. p. 290) should place Sin-gui at Lin-tsin-tcheou, which lies 
north of Tsi-nan^ instead of southf and would be going completely back- 
wards. It appears quite clearly to be Tsi-ning-tcneou, a town agreeing 
in name and situation, and placed on a centnd part of the great canaL 
Though holding only the second rank, the traffic derived &<»& this situ- 
ation raises it to a level with great citiei^ 

t J. Arrowsmith has here Lin-tching-hien, for placing which he had 
dimbtless good authority, though I cannot find it on any other map. 

t Evidentl^r Pi-tcheou, a considerable city of the second rank 

^ Snt-zi-hien, in the Jesuits' map, agrees as to situation, and has 
•ome resemblance of name. It is curious that these three last places 
annot m Bamusio, nor indeed any other edition, except the two Paris 
•adt^CrcKft. 
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are wholly idolatrocuB, burn the bodies of their dead, their 
money is paper, and they are under the khan. They 
have much grain and grass. When a man leaves Cin- 
gui, he finds cities, villages, and castles, with handsome 
dogs and good pasturage ; the people being such as are 
above described. 

LXI. — Of the great River Kara-moran 
At the end of two days a man finds the great river 
called Kara-moran, coming from the lands of Prester 
John. It is full, broad, and so deep thi*t a large ship can 
pass through its channel r and there are on it full 15,000 
vessels, all belonging to the khan, meant for conveying 
his goods when he goes to the islands of the sea, which 
18 distant about a day's journey. And each of these ships 
requires fifteen mariners, and carries fifteen horses with 
their riders, provisions, and every thing else necessary 
for them.* When a man passes that river, he enters the 
province of Manji, and I will tell you how it was conquered 
by the khan. 

LXIL— Of the Prorince of Manji, and how it was made subject to the 
Great Khan. 

In the extensive province of Manji, there was a lord 
and king named Facfur, who, excepting the great khan, 
was the mightiest sovereign in the world, the most pow- 
erful in money and people ; but the men are not good at 
arms, nor have horses trained to war, nor experience in 
battle and military operations, otherwise they would never 
have lost so strong a country. All the lands are sur- 
rounded by waters so deep that they cannot be passed un- 
less by bridges, and the chief cities are encompassed by 
broad ditches filled with water. The khan, however, in 
the year of our Lord 1273, sent one of his barons, Bayam 
Cinqsan, which means Bayam with the Hundred Eyes : 
for the King of Manji had found out by astrology, that be 
could lose his kingdom only by a man having a hundred 
eyes. This Bayam marched with a very great force, 

• Thia is evidently the great stream of the Hoang-ho,. or YeUow 
Rijer, the second in China. The vessels are doubtless exaffg«ratod, as 
indeed numbers generally are in this and other works of that age. Mr. 
Marsden conjectures that in transcribin«r a cipher has been added, and 
that it should have been 1500. ~^ '^ > 
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many ships, horse and foot, and came to the first city of 
Manji, called Koi-gan-zu, which we will presently de- 
scribe. He called upon it to surrender ; but the people 
refused. He then went to another city, which also refu- 
sed, and so he passed five, leaving them behind, because 
he knew that the khan was sending a large additional 
force. He took, however, the sixth by storm, and then 
successively reduced other twelve ; after which he march- 
ed direct to the capital of the kingdom, called Kin-sai, 
where the king and queen resided. When the monarch 
saw this great army, he was struck with such terror that 
he fled from the continent with many of his people, hav- 
ing 1000 ships, and sought refuge among the islands. The 
queen, however, remained and defended herself as well 
as she could against Bayam. But having at length asked 
what was the name of that commander, and ^ing told 
it was Bayam with the Hundred Eyes, she remembered 
the prophecy mentioned above, and immediately surren- 
dered the city to him.* Presently all the cities of Manji 
yielded, and the whole world does not contain such a 
kingdom, and I will now describe its magnificence. 

LXni^-Of the Pi«t]r ud JngtiM of tba King towurdi his Snbjeeto. 
This king Facfur maintained 15,000 poor children, be- 
esose in that province many are exposed as soon as they 
are bom by parents who cannot support them; so, when 
a rich man had no issue, he went to the king and got as 
many as he pleased. And when the boys and girls came 
of age, the king married them together, and gave them 
the means of hving; and thus were educated 20,000 males 
or females annusdly. He did another thing: when he 
went through any place and saw two fine houses, and by 
the side of them a small one, he inquired why the first 
were greater than the other ; and being told that it be* 
longed to a poor man, who could not afiTord to build one 
larger, presently he gave him money enough to enable 

* The Chinese annals generally agree with this narratiTe, thongh with 
IK»18 difference of cixcnmstances. Considering the finnness displayed 
lyjr the nnfortunate qneen, we may infer that she had more cogent mo* 
tiTes for surrender than the above ridiculous superstition. She does 
appear to haye made little or no resistance. Her honourable captivity, 
and the attentions paid to her br Eablai's queen, aie recorded by other 
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him to do so. He made himself be served by more than 
1000 domestic servants of both sexes. He maintained 
his kingdom in sach jastice, that no evil was done, and 
aU commodities could be left unguarded except by the 
royal equity. Now I have given you an account of the 
king ; I will tell you of the queen. She was led to the 
great khan, who made her be honoured and served as a 
powerful sovereign; but the king, her husband, never 
came out of the islands of the ocean, and died there, and 
thus the whole kingdom remained with the khan.* Now 
let us tell of the province of Manji, and the manners and 
customs of the people ; beginning with the city of Koi- 
gan-zu. 

LXIY.— Of tho Cities of Kcri-gui-zu, Pan-ehym, and Chaym. 

Koi-gan-zu is a great, rich and noble city, at the en- 
trance of the province of Manji, lying to the south. The 
whole people are subject to the khan ; they are idolaters, 
and burn the bodies of their dead. It lies on the river 
Kara-moran, and hence is full of ships ; for many mer- 
chants bring their commodities thither to be distributed 
throughout other cities. It is the capital of the province. 
Here is made a very great quantity of salt, whicl /« sup- 
plied thence to forty different towns; the khan bas a 
large revenue from this and other trades here carried 
on.f And now let me tell you of another city called Pan- 
chym. 

When a man departs from Koi-gan^u« he goes a whole 
day along a causeway finely built of stone, and on each 

* It seema somewhat odd, that Marco should adopt so panegyrical a 
tone towards a prince whom he might have been supposed to Tiew firam 
a hostile position, especially as the Chinese annals represent him Tolnp- 
tuous and dissolute. He may have had amiable qualities, and the tone 
in Kuhlai's court seems to have been that of kindness towards the fallen 
dynasty. During the long voyage, too, which the Poli made with the 
Princess of Manji, and the consequent intimacy, she may have inspired 
them with favoiurable impressions respecting her father. Ramusio only 
has one or two sentences of a different tendency, but they ill accoid 
with the rest, and the facts are more fully brought forward afterwards. 
The collecting of exposed children, and educating those that survive, ia 
■till apractice of the Chinese government. 

.t Th*«i« Hoai-ngan-fou, nrhich quite answers the description hetv 
nven. The salt is drawn from saline marshes in its vicinity. It is not 
the coital of Kiang-nan, but, as already observed, the provinces wen 
then differently and more minutely ■ubdivided.—Marsden, p. 482. 
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side is a large water, so that it is impossible to enter the 
province unless by this causeway .» He then finds a city 
ealled Pau-chym ;* all the people are idolaters, burn the 
bodies of their dead, and are under the great khan. They 
are artificers and merchants, have abundance of silk, 
and make much cloth of it mixed with gold*and thus earn 
a sufficient Uvelihood. Through all tluit country the pa- 
per money of the khan is circulated. 

When a man sets out from Pau-chym, he travels a day 
and discovers a very large city named Chaym.t There 
is great abundance of the necessaries of life ; fish beyond 
measure, beasts and birds for sport in great numbers, so 
that for a Venetian silver grosso you may purchase three 
pheasants. 

LXV.— Of the Cit7 of Tin-gai, and ita great Saltwoilui. 

Tin-guit is a pretty agreeable city, a full day»s journey 
Irom Chaym. The people are idolaters, subject to the 
khan, and use paper money ; they have merchandise and 
arts, and numerous ships belonging to them. It lies 
to the south-east, and on the left, nearly three days* 
journey to the eastward, is the ocean, where salt is made 
in great quantities. Here is a city named Cyn-gui, large, 
rich, and noble, to which all the salt is brought, and the 
khan draws from it a revenue so wonderful that it could 
not be believed. ^ 

LXVI.— Of the great City of Yan-gui. 
When a man leaves Tin-gui he proceeds a day towards 
the south-east, II through a very fine country, finding towns 

* CaUed Fao-yng^hien by Sir George Stanntoa, who obaerred it 
•carcely rising above the level of the waters. 

t Kain, Ramusio ; Kao-yeoa, a considerable town on the banks of 
the lake of the same name, and reaching also to the canaL 

t Mr. Marsden (p. 485), imagines this to be Tai-tcheou, a place ooq- 
aiderably to the eastward ; bat there appears no ground for going so far 
out of the route ; besides that the number of vessels seems dearly to fix 
it as still on the banks of the lake. 

^ Ramasio causes a strange confusion by making Cyn-gui or Chin- 
|nu part of the route, thus breaking up all the distances and directions 
in the itinerary. The French version here followed quite clears up the 
difficulty. The saltworks un the ocean, and Cyn-gui, the shipping port, 
finrm no part of the route, but are mentioned as important i^irticulan 
heard of at Tin-gnu> 

It The poinU of the compass, says Mr. Marsden, p. 486, must here be 
ftnogely perveited. It is only, howewr, by his own unauthorized ex* 
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and castles, and then comes to Yan-gai,* a large and 
beaatiful city, which has under it twenty-four, all good 
and of great trade. Its affairs are administered by one 
of the tweWe barons of the khan ; Messer Marco Polo, 
of whom this book treats, governed it three years. Here 
are made many arms and Other equipments for knights 
and men of war ; for in this place and around it numer- 
ous troops are quartered. I will now tell you of two 
great provinces lying to the west, and as I shall have 
much to say, I will begin with Nan-ghin. 

LXVII.— Of the great City of Nan-glua. 

Nan-ghin, t is a province towards the west, belonging 
to Manji, and is very noble and rich. The people are 
idolaters, use paper money, and are sul^iect to the great 
khan. They live by merchandise and arts, have silk in 
abundance, and make cloths of it interwoven with gold, 
in all fashions. They have an ample supply of every 
kind of grain and provisions ; for the land is very fruitful. 
There are also lions and animals for hunting. There 
are many rich merchants who carry on much trade, and 
pay a large revenue to the great sire. But I will now go to 
the noble city of Sa-yan-fu, respecting which I shall have 
much to say. 

LXVni.^Of the City of Sa-yan-fu, and how it wa* taken. 

Sa-yan-fu is a large and magnificent city, having under 
it twelve others, also great and noble ; it is the seat of 
many valuabte arts and of much merchandise, t The in- 
habitants are idolaters ; they use paper money, are sub^ 
ject to the khan, and burn the bodies of their dead. This 

enxsion to Tai-tcheon, and the errors of Ramnsio's version. The route 
as we have shown, lay throughout along the eastern shore of the Kao- 
yvou lake, which especially in this last part, runs exactly in the direc- 
tion stated in the text.— (See Du Halde's Map of Kiang-nan.) 

* Yang-tcheou-fou, an ancient city still described as large and ftoof 
ishing, though it has only ten others under it. Le Comte was told it 
contained two millions of people ; doubtless a vast exaggeration. 

t Nan-king, a vast city, considered as a rival capital to Pe-king,and 
even as oontaining a larger population. It does not seem in ourauthor^s 
tune to have been quite so great, Hang-tcheou-fou being then the chief 
city of the south. -^ -^ 

; This is Siang-yang-fou, a^arge city in Hou-quang, having others 
under its junadiction The author evidently goes a g^ deal off hii 
way m order to mtroduce the achievemeui onumaelf vad his tuU^r^!: 
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city held out three years after all the rest of the province 
£ad yielded to the conqueror, who besieged it with a 
mighty axmy ; but he could approach it only on the side 
which lies to the north, because it was elsewhere surround- 
ed by a large and deep lake, by which the besieged ob- 
tained abundance of provisions. The army was therefore ^ 
about to abandon the siege in much grief and wrath, and ' 
this news was just brought to the khan, when Messeri 
Nicolo, Ma^o, and Marco Polo said, — " we shall find a 
way by which the city shall be made to surrender." The 
monarch who was most eagerly bent on its capture, read- 
ily listened. Then said the two brothers, and their son 
Marco, — " Great sire, we have with us in our train men 
who will make such an engine ^s will discharge large 
stones, which the citizens will not be able to endure, and 
will be obliged to yield." The khan was much rejoiced, 
and desired that they should execute their plan as soon 
as possible. Now they had in their company a German 
and a Nestorian Christian who were skilful in such works, 
and made two or three machines sufficient to throw 
stones of 300 pounds weight. When these were convey- 
ed to the army and set up, they appeared to the Tartars 
the greatest wonder of the world. They then began dis- 
charging stones into the city, which struck the houses, 
broke and destroyed every thing, and caused the utmost 
noise and alarm. When the inhabitants saw a calamity 
such as they had never witnessed before, they kn6w not 
what to think or say. They met in council, and concluded 
that they must be all killed, unless they submitted.* They 
therefore intimated to the lord of the host that they would 
surrender on the same terms that others had done. This 
was agreed to, and Sa-yan-fu came under the power of 
the great khan, through the interposition of Messeri Ni- 
colo, Maffio, and Marco ; and it was not a small service, 
ibx this town and province are among the best in his 

* The Chinese histories mention this mode in which the city was 
taken, and that the engineers were persons from Western Asia, but say 
Botlung of the PoU. If, however, as in the French text here followea, 
fhej merely pointed out the persons bj whom these machines could be 
cpostmcted, this was a private transaction, which^ight easily escape 
the notice of these writers. It were more difficultrif, as represented in 
Ramusio's text, they invented and superintended the whole transaction; 
In* this we have no doubt is a corruption, 

oi 
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possession, and he draws from them a great revenue.' 
Now, we shall leave this subject and treat of a city called 
Sin-gui. • 

LXIX.— Of the City of Sin-gui and the River Eiaag, and the Maltitiide 
of Cities (m that River. 

When a man leaves Yan-gui and goes fifteen milest 
south-east, he perceives a certain city named Sin-gui, 
which is not very extensive, but has great merchandise 
and much shipping. The people are idolaters, use paper 
money, and are subject to the khan. That city stands 
upon a river, named Kiang, which is the largest in the 
world ; being in some places ten miles broad, and upwards 
of a hundred days' journey in length. Through it the in- 
habitants have a lucrative trade, which yields a large 
revenue to the khan. And on account of the many cities 
on it, the ships navigating and the goods conveyed by 
means of it are more numerous and valuable than in aU 
the rivers of Christendom and the adjacent seas beside. 
I tell you I have seen at that city no fewer than 5000 
ships sailing at once on its stream^ For that river flows 
through sixteen provinces, and has more than two hun- 
dred great towns on its banks. The ships are covered, 
and have only one mast ; yet they are of heavy burden, 
and carry each from 4000 to 12,000 cantars. They have 
ropes composed of cane for drawing them through the 
water ; those belonging to the larger vessels are thick, 
and fifteen paces in length, being cloven at the end, and 
bound together in such a way as to make a cord 300 
paces long. 

' t All the editions, except the Paris, make this jonmey from Sa-jim- 
fa. Mr. Marsden (p. 495) justly observes that this place is far moro 
distant from the Kiang, and insists that the true reading must be dayt. 
He even asserts that this is supported by Ramusio and the Museum 
Italian MS. ; but it is odd that he is mistaken in both points, being mi»- 



led in the last by the very obscure handwriting-. The French edition, 
I apprehend, again lets us into the real state of the case, by making tl 
departure from Aii-gui (Yang-tcheou^fou). The descriptions of Na; 



king and Siang-yang form no part of the itinerary, but are extraneous 
objects introduced on account of their great importance. The traveller 
is supposed to have been all the while at Yang-tcheou, and thence to 
continue his route. 

% Strong as these expressions are, they scarcely exceed those used 
by the most sober modern travellers, on viewing the immense multitude 
of vessels upon this mighty river which is evidently the Kiang or Yang« 
tse-kiang, the greatest inrthe empire. 
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LXX.— Of the Citf of Cai-mi. 
Cai-gui is a small city towards the south-east,* sita- 
ated upon the bank <of the above-mentioned river ; all the 
people are idolaters, subject to the khan, and use paper 
money. Here are collected large quantities of com and 
rice : and there is a passage by water to the city of Kam- 
badu and the court of the khan ; grain from this place 
forms a considerable part of the provision required by his 
court. The monarch made this communication by dig- 
ging long and deep canals from one river to another, and 
from lake to lake, so that a large ship may pass through. 
And by the side of this water-channel goes a road, so that 
you may take either the one or the other, as is most con- 
renient. In the middle of that river, opposite the city, 
is an isle of rocks, on which is a monastery of idolaters, 
where there are 200 monks, who serve a very great 
number of gods. Now, let us cross the river, and tell of 
a city named Cin-ghianfu.f 

LXXI.— Of the Citj of Cin-fhiaa-fn. 
Cin-ghian-fu is a cityof Manji, and the people are such 
88 we have already described, idolaters, aud subjects of 
the great khan. They are artificers, merchants, aud hunt- 
ers, raise much grain, and make cloths of silk and gold. 
Here are two churches of Nestorian Christians, formed in 
the year 1278 ; which happened because at that time the 

* There ie eome intricacy hen. Mr. Maraden (p. 498) placee Cai- 
gni on the ■outhera bank ; bat to rapport this, he has altered the text 
OTen of Ramnsio, which merely states that it lay to the south-east (we 
apprehend of Yang-tcheou). Both the Paris editions, after describings 
it, say, " Now, let us cross the river." This plainly implies that it was 
on the northern bank, which is corroborated by its being the key of the 
communication along the canal with Pe-king. I have no donbt it is Q/ia- 
tcheoo or Koua-tcheou, a large and floarishing place, though not of the 
first magnitade, aud in the precise situation indicated. There remains 
some difficulty as to Sin-gui. My impression is, that it is the place 
mistaken by Mr. Marsden for Cai-gui, viz. a subnrb of Tchiiig-kiang-fon, 
lying on the river, yet described as at some distance Arom the main body 
of the place (see Le Comte in Astley, vol. iii. p. 522). In this case, the 
route of fifteen miles must have crossed the river to Sin-gui, and then 
returned to take a view of Cai>gur. In fact, the French edition, after 
describing Sin-gui, says, " Now Jet us return to Cai-gui." 

* This seems to be the main body of the city Tching-kiang-fou, and 
therefore treated as an inland city. The proximity of all the three 
places last named seems proved by no distance being stated between 



d by Google 



164 DESCttlPTION OF CHINA, AND OF THE 

governor under the khan was a Nestorian, named Marsar- 
chis, and he caused these two edifices to be built. .Now, 
let us go to the great city of Cin-ghin-gui. 

LXXII.— Of the City of Cin-ghin-gxd, and of a dreadful Slangliter. 

When a man leaves Oin-ghian-fu, and travels three or 
four days south-east, he always discovers cities and cas- 
tles, with much merchandise ; the people are all idola- 
ters, subject to the khan, and use paper money. Then 
he comes to the city of Cin-ghin-gui* great and noble, the 
people idolaters, and subject to the khan ; they have abun- 
dance of provisions, produce and manufacture a vast quan- 
tity of silk. And here I will tell you a wicked thing which 
the people of this city did, but it cost them dear. When 
Bayam, called the chief of the Hundred Eyes, conquered 
all the province, and took the capital itself, he sent a body 
of troops to reduce this place. It surrendered, and the 
soldiers entered and found such good wine, that they 
drank till they were intoxicated, and became quite insen- 
sible. When the men of the city saw them in this condi- 
tion, that very night they slew them all, so that not one 
escaped. When Bayam the commander heard of this 
disloyal conduct, he sent an army who took the town, and 
put all the inhabitants to the sword. Now, let us go on, 
and I will tell you of another named Sin-gui. 

LXXIII.-rOf the City of Sin-gui, of Un-gui, and of Ughim. 

Sin-gui is a very great and noble city. The people are 
idolaters, subject to the great khan, and use paper money. 
Most of them live by merchandise and arts,. raise much 
silk, make cloths of it interwoven with gold very costly 
and fine. The town is forty miles in circuit, and the 
number of inhabitants is so great, that no person can 
count them, and. if they were men-at-arms, those of the 
province of Manji would conquer the whole world ; they 
are not so, however, but prudent merchants, and, as alrea- 
dy observed, skilful in all the arts. They have also many 
persons learned in natural science, good physicians, and 
able philosophers. The city has 1600 stone bridges under 
which a galley might pass ; and in the mountains adjacent 
ing Jjy *°^^*"°«-fo;»» war the line of the canal, a laige and flounaik- 
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grow rhubarb and g^ager in such abundance, that for a Ye- 
DCtian grosso you may buy forty pounds of the latter, fresh 
and good. Sin-gui has under it sixteen large cities of 
arts and trade. Its name signifies the earth, and another 
large town near it is called heaven, and these appellations 
they derive from their great nobleness.* Now, let us de- 
part from this place, and I will tell you of another city 
called Un-gui.t It is a day's journey from Sin-gui, and is 
large and good, with merchandise and arts ; but there is 
nothing so remarkable about it as to be worth describing ; 
therefore we shall go on to delineate another called Ughim. 
It is great and rich ; the men are idolaters, subject to 
the great khan, use paper money; and have abundance 
of all things. There is nothing else worth mentioning ; 
therefore I will go on to tell you of the noble city of Kin- 
sai, which is the capital of the kingdom of Maiyi. 

LXXiy.— Of the most noble and wonderful City of Ein-sai ; and of its 
Populatioil, Trades, Lake, Villas, and splendid Palace. 

When a man leaves Ughim, and goes three days, he 
observes many noble and rich cities and castles, with 
great merchandise. The people are all idolaters, subject 
to the khan, use paper money, and have abundant means 
of subsistence. At the end of these three days, he finds 
a very noble city named Kin-8ai,t which means in our 
language the city of heaven. And now I will tell you all 
its nobleness ; for without doubt it is the largest city in 
the world. And I will give you the account which was 
written by the Queen of Manji to Bay am, who conquered 
that kingdom, to be transmitted to his master, who there- 
by might be persuaded not to destroy it. And this letter 
contained the truth, as I Marco saw with my own eyes. 
It related, that the city of Kin-sai is 100 miles in circum- 
ference, and has 12,000 stone hridgeb ; and beneath the 
greater part of these a large ship might pass, and beneath 

* This is Sou-tcheou-fott, which all travellers unite with our author 
in describing as one of the largest and ntost beautiful cities of the em- 
pire- It seems, indeed, to have improved in modem tiroes, and now in, 
Eyety and splendour to eclipse Haug-tcheou-fou, since the latter ceasei 
a seat of empire. 

t Mr. Marsden (p. 508) thinks this Kia^hing a town on the canal be- 
tween the two great cities. Ramusio calls it Va-giu. 

X This is undoubtedly Hang'tcheou-fou. The tenn here used mean* 
capital city. 
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the Others a smaller one.* And you need not wonder there 
are so many bridges ; because the city is wholly on the 
water, and surrounded by it like Venice. It contains 
tweWe arts or trades, and each trade has 12,000 stations or 
houses ; and in each station there are of masters and la- 
bourers at least ten, in some fifteen, thirty and even forty, 
because this town supplies many others round it. The 
merchants are so numerous and so rich, that their wealth 
can neither be told nor believed. They, their ladies, and 
the heads of the trades do nothing with their own hands, 
but live as cleanly and delicately as if they were kings. 
These females also are of angelic beauty, and live in thHB 
roost elegant manner^ But it is established that no one 
can practice any other art than that which his father fol- 
lowed, even though he were worth 100,000 bezants. To 
the south of that city is a lake, full thirty miles in circuit ; 
and all around it are beautiful palaces and bouses^ so 
wonderfuUy built that nothing can possibly surpass them ; 
they belong to the great and noble men of the city. There 
are also abbeys and monasteries of idolaters in great 
numbers. In the middle of the lake are two islands, on 
one of which stands a palace, so wonderfuUy adorned 
that it seems worthy of belonging to the emperor. Who- 
ever wishes to celebrate a marriage or other festivaJ, 
goes thither, where he finds dishes, plates, and all imple- 
ments necessary for the occasion. The city of Kin-sai 
contains many beautiful houses, and one great stone tow- 
er, to which the people convey all their property when 
the houses take fire, as often happens, because many of 
them are of wood. They are idolaters, subject to the 
great khan, and use paper money. They eat the flesh of 
dogs and other beasts, such as no Christian would touch 
for the world. On each of the said 12,000 bridges, ten 

* This letter of the queen is found only in the French edition. The 
Paris Latin and the Crasca make it the king ; but, besides their inferior 
authority, that prince had fled before Bayam came up. Perhaps it was 
a mistake in translating the French roine. There is nothinr of the kind 
in any other edition except Ramusio's, where it is said that Marco made 
notes of every pa,rticular ; but we have already intimated strong scepti- 
cism as to the existence of any such documents. The description, there- 
fore, not being by our traveller himself, may form some excuse fnr its 
exaggerations. He guarantees it, it indeed ; but this can only mean 
that he saw all the objeou to b« on an immense scale, as they reaUy 
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men keep guard da]^ and night, so that no one may dare 
to raise a disturbance, or commit theft or homicide. I 
wiU tell you another thing, that in the middle of the city 
is a mound, on which stands a tower, wherein is placed 
a wooden table, against which a man strikes with a ham- 
mer, so that it is heard to a great distance ; this he does 
when there is an alarm of fire, or any kind of danger or 
disturbance. The great khan causes that city to be most 
strongly guarded, because it is the capital of all the prov- 
ince of Manji, and he derives from it vast treasure and 
revenue ; he is likewise afraid of any revolt. All the 
streets are paved with stones and bricks ; and so are the 
high roads of Manji, on which account men may travel 
very pleasantly either on horseback or on foot. In this 
city, too, are 4000 baths, in which the citizens, both men 
and women take great delight, and frequently resort 
thither, because they keep their persons very cleanly. 
They are the largest and most beautiful baths in the 
world, insomuch that 100 of either sex may bathe in them 
at once. Twenty-five miles from thence is the ocean, be- 
tween south and east ; and there is a city named Gan- 
fa,* which has a very fine port, with large ships, and 
much merchandise of immense value from India and other 
quarters. Past this city to the port flows a -stately river, 
by which the ships can come up to it, and which runs 
thither from a great distance. The khan has divided the 
whole province of Manji into nine large kingdoms, all of 
which pay him annual tribute. In Gan-fu resides one of 
the kings, who has under him 140 cities. I will tell you 
a thing you will mdch wonder at, that in this province 
there are 1200 towns, and in each a garrison amounting 
to 1000, 10,000, 20,000, and in some instances to 30,000 
men. But do not suppose these are all Tartar cavalry ; 
for part are infantry and sent from Cathay. But the 
riches and profit which the khan derives from the prov- 
ince of Manji is so great that no man could dare to men- 
tion it, nor would any one believe him ; and therefore X 
shall be silent. I will tell you, however, some of the 

* Inis is undoabtedlj Ning^po, near the month of the riTeir on whieli 
Knng-tcheoa-fou stands, and opjotite to the Tchn-saa islands. It and 
Amoy are the two chief teats of foreiffa trade on the eaatexn coast of 
ChiBA. 
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customs of Manji. One is, that whenever a boy or girl 
is born, the day,, hour, and minute are written down, also 
the sign and planet under which the birth takes place, so 
that £dl may know their nativity. And when any one 
wishes to undertake a journey, or do anything else of im- 
portance, he repairs to the astrologer, states these par- 
ticulars, and asks if he should go or act otherwise. And 
they are often thus diverted from their journeys and other 
designs ; for these astrologers are skilful in their arts and 
diabolical enchantments, and tell them many things which 
they implicitly believe. Another custom is, that when a 
body is to be burned, all the relations dress themselves 
in canvass to express grief, and go with the corpse, beat- 
ing instruments, and making songs and prayers to their 
idols. When they come to the place where the ceremo- 
ny is to be performed, they frame images of men, women, 
camels, horses, clothes, money, and various other things, 
all of cards. When the fire is fully lighted, they throw 
in all these things, saying that the dead will enjoy them 
in the other world, and that the honour now done to him 
will be done there also by idols. In this city of Kin-sai 
is a palace of the king who fled, which is the noblest and 
most beautiful in the world. It is a square, ten miles in 
circuit, surrounded by a lofty wall, within which are gar- 
dens abounding in all the most delicate fruits, fountains, 
and lakes supplied with many kinds of fish. In the mid- 
dle is the edifice itself, large and beautiful, with a hall so 
extensive that a vast number of persons can sit down at 
table. That hall is painted all over with gold and azure, 
representing many stories, in which are beasts, birds, 
knights,' ladies, and various wonders. Nothing can be 
seen upon the walls and roof but these ornaments. There 
are twenty others of similar dimensions, such that 10,000 
men can conveniently sit at table ; and they are covered 
and worked in gold very nobly. This palace contains 
also 1000 chambers. In the city are 160 toman of fires, 
that is, of houses; and the toman is 10,000, making 
1,600,000 houses,* among which are many great and neb 

a Z^^ «tRteineiit, allowing five inhabitanta to a house, mmld make 
8,000,000, which innst, no doubt, be a gnat exagBention.^ "We aie to 
oonsider, however, that Hang-tcheou-foa ia represented cren now M 
bttto inlenor to Pe-king, which it much sorpaeses in industry and com* 
mexcer-wad that it was then, in addition, the seat of the most splandid 
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palaces. There is only one church of Nestorian Chris- 
tians. Each man of that city, as also of the others, has 
written on his door the name of his wife,, his children, of 
his sons* wives, his slaves, and of all his household ; and 
when any one is born, he adds the name, and when he dies, 
tsdces it away. Thus the governor of each city knows 
the names of every person in it ; and this practice is fol- 
lowed in all the towns of Manji and Cathay. The same 
account is given of the strangers w^ho reside for a time 
in their houses, both when they come and when they go ; 
and by that means the great khan knows whoever arrives 
and departs, which is of great advantage.* 

LXXV.— Farther Particnlars of that Citj. 

There are within the city ten principal squares or mar- 
ftet-places,t besides which, numberless shops run along 
the streets. These squares are each half a mile in lengthy, 
and have in front the main street, forty paces wideband, 
reaching in a straight line from one end of the city to the 
other. Thus they are, altogether, two miles in circuit, and. 
four miles distant from each other. The street is crossed 
by many low and convenit^nt bridges. Parallel to it, but 
on the opposite side to the squares, is a very large canal, 
and on its bank capacious warehouses, built of stone, to 
accommodate the merchants from India and other coun- 
tries, and receive their goods ; this situation being chosen 
as convenient with regard to the marltet- squares. Each 
of these, on three days in every week, contains an assem- 
blage of from 40,000 to 50,000 persons, who bring for sale 
every desirable article of provision. There appears abun- 

ognrt in the East. Probably, therefore, it -was the greatest city that 
ever existed, and contained not mnch fewer than half the number now 
stated. /The printed edition of Pipino has only 1,060,000 houses ; but, 
as it gives the same number of tomans with the others, this appears an 
error of the press ; and it is otherwise in the MS. The Basle edition 
has oi^y 600,000 ; but it cannot be received against all the others. 

* Mr. Marsden mentions having been informed by Mr. Reeves of Canton 
that this arrangement is still practised. 

t The additional matter in Ramusio relating to Kin-sai being particn* 
larly copious, it has been thought advisable to collect it into one chapter, 
so that the re^er may see it distinct from that included in the early 
editions, and which forms the preceding chapter. At the end, some 
inquiry will be made whether it really was written by the traveller him- 
self. Meantime, it may be observed, that there it no ,rea«<m to doubt; 
t^ iafoimatioitbeing generally authentic 
P 
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dance of all kinds of game, roebucks, stags, fallow-deer, 
hares, and rabbits, with partridges, pheasants, francolins, 
quails, common fowls, capons, ducks and geese almost in- 
numerable ; these last being so easily bred on the lake, 
that for a Venetian silver grosso you may buy a couple of 
geese and two pairs of ducks. In the same place are 
also the shambles, where cattle, as oxen, calves, kids, 
and lambs, are killed for the tables of the rich and of 
magistrates. These markets afford at all seasons a great 
variety of herbs and fruits; in particular, uncommonly 
large pears, weighing each ten pounds,* white in the in- 
side like paste, and very fragrant. The peaches also, 
both yellow and white, are in their season of delicious 
flavour. Grapes are not cultivated, but very good ones 
are brought dried from other districts. Wine is not es- 
teemed by the natives, who are accustomed to their own 
liquor, prepared from rice and various spices. From the 
sea, twenty-five miles distant, a vast supply offish is con- 
veyed on the river ; and the lake also contains abundance, 
the taking of which affords constant employment to na- 
merous fishermen. The species vary according to the 
season, and the offal carried thither from the city renders 
them large and rich. In short, the quantity in the mar- 
ket is so immense, that you would think it impossible it 
could find purchasers ; yet in a few hours it is all dis- 
posed of, so many inhabitants are there who can afford 
to indulge in such luxuries. They eat fish and flesh at 
one meal. Each of the ten squares is surrounded with 
lofty dwelling-houses; the lower part being made into 
shops, where manufactures of every kind are carried on, 
and imported articles are sold, as spices, drugs, toys, and 
pearls. In some shops is kept only the country wine, 
which is constantly made fresh, and served out at a mod- 
erate price. In the several streets connected with the 
squares are numerous baths, attended by servants of both 
sexes, to perform the functions of ablution for the male 
and female visiters, who from their childhood are accos- 
tomed to bathe in cold water, as being highly conducive 
to health. Here, too, are apartments provided with 

* Wt. MatBden (p* 157) quotes attthoritiea in favoar of this enonnoiis 
"*?»,?*'?!°?^^y '"^ Braam, who was served with one Id inches lonr 
and 14 1»»'«^ ^ 
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warm water for the use of strangers, who, from want of 
use, cannot endure the shock of the cold. AH are in the 
daily habit of washing their persons, especially before 
meals. 

In other streets reside the females' of bad character* 
who are extremely numerous ; and not only in the streets 
near the squares, which are specially appropriated to 
them, but in every other quarter they appear, highly 
dressed out and perfumed, in well furnished houses, and 
with a train of domestics. They are perfectly skilled in 
all the arts of seduction, which they can adapt to persons 
of every description : so that strangers who have once 
yielded to their fascination are said to be like men be- 
witched, and can never get rid of the impression. In- 
toxicated with these unlawful pleasures, even after re- 
turning home, they always long to irevisit the place where 
they were thus seduced. In other streets reside the 
physicians and the astrologers, who also teach reading 
and writing, with many other arts. On opposite sides of 
the squares are two large edifices, where officers appointed 
by bis majesty promptly decide any differences that arise 
between the foreign merchants and the inhabitants. 
They are bound also to take care that the guards be duly 
stationed on the neighbouring bridges, and in case of 
neglect, to inflict a discretionary punishment on the de- 
linquent. 

On each side of the principal street, mentioned as 
reaching across the whole city, are large houses and 
mansions with gardens ; near to which are the abodes 
and shops of the working artizans. At all hours you 
observe such multitudes of people passing backwards and 
forwards on their various avocations, that it might seem 
impossible to supply them with food. A different judg- 
ment will, however, be formed, when every market-day 
the squares are seen crowded with people, and covered 
with provisions brought in for sale by carts and boats. 
To give some idea of the quantity of meat, wine, spices, 
and other articles brought for the consumption of the 
people of Kin-sai, I shall instance the single article of 
pepper. Marco Polo was informed by an officer employ- 
ed in the customs, that the daily amount was forty-three 
loads, each weighing 243 pounds. 
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The houses of the citizens are well bailt, and richly 
adorned with carving, in which, as well as in painting 
and ornamental buildings, they take great delight, and 
lavish enormous sums. Their natural disposition is par 
cific, and the example of their former unwarlike kings has 
accustomed them to live in tranquillity. They keep no 
arms in their houses, and are unacquainted with their 
use. Their mercantile transactions are conducted in a 
manner perfectly upright and honourable. They also 
behave in a friendly manner to each other, so that the 
inhabitants of the same neighbourhood appear like one 
family. In their domestic relations, they show no jealousy 
or suspicion of their wives, but treat them with great re- 
spect. Any one would be held as infamous that should 
address indecent expressions to married women. They 
behave with cordiality to strangers who visit the city for 
commercial purposes, hospitably entertain them, and af- 
ford their best assistance in their business. On the other 
hand, they hate the very sight of soldiers, even the guards 
of the great khan ; recollecting, that by their means they 
have been deprived of the government of their native 
sovereigns. 

On the lake above mentioned are a number of pleasure- 
barges, capable of holding from ten to twenty persona, 
being from fifteen to twenty paces long, with a broad 
level floor, and moving steadily through the water* 
Those who 'delight in this amusement, and propose to 
enjoy it, either with their ladies or companions, engage 
one of these barges, which they find always in the very 
best order, with seats, tables, and every thing necessary 
for an entertainment. The boatmen sit on a flat upper 
deck, and with long poles reaching to the bottom of the 
lake, not more than two fathoms deep, push along the 
vessels to any desired spot. These cabins are painted in 
various colours, and with many figures ; the exterior is 
similarly adorned. On each side are windows, which 
can at pleasure be kept open or shut, when the company 
seated at table may delight their eyes with the varied 
beauty of the passing scenes. Indeed the gratification 
derived from these water-excursions exceeds any that 
can be enjoyed on land ; for as the lake extends all along 
the city, you discover, while standing in the boat, at a 
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certain distance from the shore, a]] its grandear and 
beaaty, palaces, temples, convents, and gardens, while 
lofty trees reach down to the water's edge. At the same 
time are seen other boats continually passing, similarly 
filled with parties of pleasure. Generally, indeed, the 
inhabitants, when they have finished the labours pf the 
day, or closed their mercantile transactions, think only 
of seeking amusement with their wives or mistresses, 
either in these barges or driving jtbout the city in car- 
riages. The main street already mentioned is paved 
with stone and brick to the width of ten paces on each 
Bide, the interval being filled up with small gravel, and 
having arched drains to carry off the water into the canals, 
ao that it is always kept dry. On this road the carriages 
are constantly driving. They are lolig, covered at top, 
have curtains and cushions of silk, and can hold six per- 
sons. Citizens of both sexes, desirous of this amusement, 
hire them for that purpose, and you see them at every 
hour moving about in vast numbers. In many cases the 
people visit gardens, where they are introduced by the 
managers of the (^ace into shady arbours, and remain till 
the time of returning home. 

The palace already mentioned had a wall with a pas- 
sage dividing the exterior court from an inner one, which 
formed a kind ot cloister, supporting a portico that sur- 
rounded it, and led to various royal apartments. Hence 
you entered a covered passage or corridor, six paces 
wide, and so long as to reach to the margin of the lake. 
On each side were corresponding entrances to ten courts, 
also resembling cloisters with porticos, and each having 
fifty private rooms, with gardens attached, — the residence 
of a thousand young females, whom the king maintained 
in his service. In the company either of his queen or of 
a party of those ladies he used to seek amusement on the 
lake, visiting the idol-temples on its banks. The other 
two portions of this seraglio were laid out in groves, pieces 
of water, beautiful orchards, and enclosures for animals 
suited for the chase, as antelopes, deer, stags, hares, and 
rabbits. Here too, the king amused himself, — his damsels 
accompanying him in carriages or on horseback. No 
man was allowed to be of the party, but the fomales were 
skilled in the art of coursing and pursuing the aoimaU. 

pa 
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When fatigued they retired into the groves on the margin 
of the lake, and, quitting their dresses, rushed into the 
water, when they swam sportively in different directions, 
—the king remaining a spectator of the exhibition. 
Sometimes he had his repast provided beneath the dense 
foliage of one of these groves, and was there waited upon 
by the damsels. Thus he spent his time in this enerva- 
ting society, profoundly ignorant of martial affairs ; hence 
the grand khan, as already mentioned, was enabled to 
deprive him of his splended possessions, and drive him 
yriih ignominy from his throne. All these particulars 
were related to me by a rich merchant of Kin-sai, who 
was then very old ; and having been a confidential ser- 
vant of King Facfur, was acquainted with every circi^m- 
stance of his life. He knew the palace in its former 
splendour, and desired me to come and take a view of it. 
Being then the residence of the khan's viceroy, the colon- 
nades were preserved entire, but the chambers had been 
allowed to go to ruin,— only their foundations remaining 
visible. The walls, too, including the parks and gardens, 
hatl been left to decay, and no longer contained any trees 
or animals.* 

* At the close of tlds large mass of information, the cnrions qnestion 
arises, whether we are really indebted for it to the tniTeller himself. 
I have already noticed the complete contrast between the character of 
the kinff here given, and that found in Chapter LXII., which is sanctioned 
by all the editions. We may observe also, that the present tense, used 
in the early versions to describe the palace, evidently as in full splen- 
dour, is here changed to the past, and only part is represente]! in repair, 
the rest being tUlowed to go to ruin. Yet Marco's visit there could be 
only a few years after the conquest, when so great a change would have 
been very improbable. This half-stealthy mode of visiting it with an 
old merchant of Kin-sai seems to accord very ill with his official situa- 
tion, which would have opened to him regular access. He would ^ 
doubtless, indeed, visit the governor, and probably be accommodated ' 
.within the edifice. The hatred of the Chinese towards the -Tartar 
guards, though probably true, would not we think have been mentioned 
by him. On the whole, we feel persuaded that he had no concern with 
any of these passages, and that they were inserted by some private 
traveller, who visited the city at a considerably later period. There ia 
no doubt it was one who had good opportunities of observation ; in- 
deed, his character of the king accords better with Chinese history than 
that of Marco's, who as formerly observed, had been somehow biassed 
on this subject. Former insertions seemed to bear the marks of a church- 
man : but this we think, comes from a merchant, — a peculiarly copious 
detail being given both of the transactions and social habits of that class. 
We know not even if there be elsewhere so full an account of the mod* 
of spending life among the most opulent class of the Chinese.x 
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Ljul V i.~>R«veiraet of the GnU Khaafnni.Ki]ini tad Uu^i. 
I will now tell yoa of the large revenue which the khaa 
draws from thlis city, and the territory undei its jurisdic- 
tion, which is the ninth part of the province of Manji. 
The salt of that country yields to him in the year eighty 
tomans of gold, and each toman is 70,000 saiks, which 
amount to 5,600,000, and each saik is worth more than a 
gold florin ; and is not this most gr^at and wonderful ! 
In that country, too, there grows more sugar than in the 
whole world besides, and it yields a very large revenue, 
I will not state it particularly, but remark that, taking ail 
spices together, they pay 3| per cent., which is levied too 
on all other merchandise. Large taxes are also derived 
from wine, rice, coal, and from the twelve arts, which, 
as already mentioned, have each twelve thousand stations. 
On every thing a duty is imposed : and on silk especially 
and on other articles is paid ten per cent. But I, Mareo 
Polo, tell you, because I have often heard the account of 
it, that the revenue on all these commodities amounts 
every year to 210 tomans, or 14,700,000 saiks, and that is 
the most enormous amount of money that ever was heard 
of, and yet is paid by only the ninth part of the province 
of Manji.* Now let us depart from this city of Kin-sai, 
and go to another called Tam-pin-gui. 

L2JL V 11.— Tun-pin-gm and oUier Citiet. 
When a man departs from Kin-sai, and goes a day to 
the south-east, he finds always most pleasant houses and 
gardens, and all the means of living in great abundance. 
At the end of the day be discovers the city already 
named,t which is very large and beautiful, and is depeor- 

* rhe florin beingc estimated t^Mr. Manden at ten shiUinge sterling', 
thia makes je7,850,000. Both Dp Halde and Macartney reckon the 
nresent amount at about X66,000,000 (Account of China, Edinbni^gh Cab- 
inet Library, yol. ii. p. 163) ; and as the southern proyinces are much the 
most productive, and Kin>sai doubtless jnperior to any other, there «>- 
pears 4io yery great eznggeration. The amazement with which the 
tnveHer is struck, and which was equally felt in Europe, may be un- 
derstood, when we consider that the reyenues of its greatest prinoea 
were in that age yery slender, perhaps in few cases amounting to a 
mfllion sterling. 

t Mr. Marsden is unable to find a city on this site, and I cannot con- 
cur with Count Boni in thinkink it Fu-yang, which is much more than 
• day's journey from the capital. The Jesuits' map has the mark of a 
iawm at tha pnqper place, but without any name. 
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dent on Kin-sai. The people are subject to ihe khaa, 
use paper money, are idolaters, and bum the bodies of 
their dead in the manner already described. They live 
by merchandise and arts, and have an ample supply of 
provisions. And when a man goes three days to the 
south-east, seeing very large cities and castles, and 
much trade, he comes to the city of Un-gui,* under the 
government of Kin-sai, and otherwise like the former. 
When he departs from Un-gui and goes two days south- 
east, he every where perceives towns and castles, so 
that he seems to be going through a city. Every thing 
is in abundance ; and here are the largest and longest 
canes in all the country, for know that some are four 
palms in circuit and fifteen paces long.t At the end of 
the two days he comes to Chen-gui,t which is large and 
beautiful. The people who are idolaters, are under the 
great khan and the jurisdiction of Kin-sai, and have abun- 
dance of silk and provisions. In going four dajrs south- 
east he finds cities and castles, and all things in the ut- 
most plenty. There are birds and beasts for the chase, 
with lions very large and fierce. Throughout all the 
province of Manji there are neither sheep nor lambs, but 
oxen, goat9y and hog^ in great variety. At the end of the 
four days he finds Cian-cian,^ a town situated on a moun- 
tain, which divides the river into two parts, each flowing 
in a different direction. The people are like the former ; 
and at the end of three days more we reach the city II 

* U-gtdo, R«muH». Mr. Maradea, again at a loss, suggests Hoi»> 
tcheou, at which the Coant justly wonders, it being in the completeiy 
opposite direction : but I am convinced that this is Fu-yang. 

t Martini and Da Halde agree as to the luxuriance of the canes 
which grow i|i Tche-kiang. Marsden, p. 546. Boni, vol. ii. p. 344. 

t Gen-^ui, Ramutio. Mr. Maraden thinks it Tcbu-ki ; but it ap- 
pears to me clearly Yen-tcheou-fon. Both the name and position close- 
ly agree. Farther remarks will be made in the n^txt note. 

^ Zen-gian, Ramusio. Mr. Marsden considers it clear that this is 
Ten-tcheoa-fou. We would obeenre, however, that ten days have been 
spent in coming from the capital, — a distance on this supposition of only 
seventy miles. On the other hand, the journey hence to Kien-ning-fon 
is about 220 miles, yet occupies cnily nine days. If we are to attach 
any credit then to our traveller's statements, this place must be Kia 
tcheou, which the French name resembles, and Z in the Venetian dia 
lect is identical with O or K. 

U Oie-za, Ramusio. This, I apprehend, must be one of the frontier 
places between Kiu-tcheou and Fo-kien ; perhaps Kiang-chan>f«ii» 
"wnich much resembles Uie French name. Mr. Manden wT*»^«tiT^f thai 
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of Can-gai large and beautiftil; and this it the last 
under the jurisdiction of Kin-sai ; for now commences 
another kingdom, which is one of the nine parts of Manji, 
and is called Fu-gui. 

LXXVIII.— The Kingdom of Fu-gni. 
When a man goes from the last mentioned city of Kin- 
sai he enters the kingdom of Fu-gui ;* and, after travel- 
ling seven days, he finds houses and villages, the inhabi- 
tants of which are all idolaters, and under the jurisdiction 
of Fu-gui. They have provisions in great abundance, 
with numerous wild beasts for hunting ; also large and 
fierce lions. They have ample supplies of ginger and ga- 
langa, so that for a Venetian grosso you can buy eighty 
pounds. And there is a fruit or flower having the ap-* 
pearance of safiTron, and though not really so, yet of equal 
value, being much employed in manufacture. They eat 
the flesh of the filthiest animals, and even that of a man, 
provided he has not died a natural death ; but if he has 
been killed they account his flesh extremely delicate. 
When they go to war they cut their hair very close, and 
^int their faces an azure colour like the iron of a lance. 
They fight all on foot except their chief; and are the 
most cruel race in the world, because they go about the 
whole day kiUing men, drinking their blood, and eating 
their flesh. f 

LXXIX.— Of the Cities of Que-lin-fu and Un-qtiem. 

In the middle of these seven days you come to a city 

it mntt be Kiv-tcheou itself, as being a frontier-city : bat he forgets 
that it borders on Kiang-see ; while Fo-kien is the province now to be 
entered. 

* This is the French name and the most correct, whjle Ramusio haa 
Concha : and it is curious that the former Tersion gives it that name in 
« subsequent chapter. 

t Mr. Harden is appalled at the mention of such a people in the most 
civilized part of China, and has recourse to his fieivounte hypothesis of a 
transposition of notes, causing to be applied to them what was true only 
of certain tribes of Sumatra. He does not seem aware that some pans 
of Fo-kien rank with the rudest portions of the empire, in whose weak- 
ened state it was not unlikely that such races might still find harbour 
there. We shall soon see how difficult even Kublai found it to keep 
tiiem in subjection. They still bear a rude, bold, independent charac- 
ter, quite unlike that of the other Chinese (Account of China, Edinburgh 
Cabinet Library, vol. ii. pp. 368, 369). The asserted canubalism was 
isohably aaexaggeratico, suggested by ths fears of the people* 
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caHed Que-lin-fu/ which is very large and beaatiful, sub- 
ject to the great khan. It has three bridges, the largest 
and most magnificent in the world ; for each is a mile 
long and ten paces broad, and all supported by Columns iif 
marble. The people live by merchandise and arts, and 
have abundance of silk and ginger. The ladies here are 
▼ery beautiful. They have another strange thing, hens 
that have no feathers, but skins like a cat.f T%ey lay 
eggs like those of our hens, and are very good eating. 
And in the remainder of the seven days' journey we dis- 
cover many cities and castles, merchants and merchan- 
dise, and men of art. There are lions, great and fierce^ 
doing much injury to the passengers, who on this acconnt 
cannot travel without imminent danger. At the end of 
the journey is found a city called Un-quem,t where there 
is made such a quantity of sugar, that the whole court of 
the khan is thence sopplied, which is worth a vast trea- 
sure. Beyond it is the large city of Fa-gui, capital of 
this kingdom. 

LXXX.— Of the City of Fb-^roi' 

Fu-gtti,4 as just stated, is the capital of the kingdom of 
Concha, which is one of the nine parts of Manji. In that 
eity is much merchandise and art ; the people are idola- 
trous, and subject to the great khan. He keeps there a 
strong army, because the towns and castles often revolt, 

* Kien-ning^fim, on the mer Min, wbioh Maiti&i describes as eqital 
in magrnitnde to the capital, though much injured during- the leoenl 
ynn. He notices, too, its magnificent bridges. 

t It has been impossible to find anj confinnation of this acooont ; 
though Du Halde mentions a small species in Se-tchuen (pvdbaUy the 
same) with a woolly oorering similar to that of sheep. 

% Commentators have not been able to find this city. Ming-tsing 
agrees verj exactly as to site, and we imagine must be the place, ttioagh 
there is no resemblance of name. 

^ Instead of this Ramusio has Kan-giu, whieh, as our traveller's #mi 
eorresponds with teheeuy is just the Chinese name for Canton, taus 
strangely confounded with Fou-tcheoi»-fon. I bare no doubt it is a gross 
modem interpolation, after the Portuguese had brought the former jdaoe 
strongly to the view of Europeans. Some one then thought it would 
improye the work to insert it, not aware that he wa» placing it 500 miles 
from Its real position. 1 cannot but wonder that Mr. Manden should 
attempt any defence of such a reading. He urges that Cantan was un- 
known for 200 years after the narrative was written ; but it was well 
known at least 50 years before Ramusio's edition, which alone contains 
this reading. The description here given of Fou-toheou-foa, Hm capi- 
tal of Fo-kien, appears perfectly oomct* 
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and whenever they do so the troops hasten thither, take 
and destroy them. Through the middle of that city flows 
a river a mile broad ; here much sugar is made, and an 
extensive^trade is carried on in precious stones and pearls, 
which are brought by merchants from India and its isles. 
It is also near the port of Zai-tun on the ocean, whither 
come many ships JTrom Hindostan with much merchan- 
dise ; and they ascend by the great river to Fu-gui. The 
people have abundance of all things necessary for subsist- 
ence ; fine gardens, with good fruit ; and the city is won- 
derfully well ordered in all respects. But we will noW 
go on to other matters. 

LXXXI. — Of the most noble Port of Zai-tun, and nf Ti-min-gxu. 

When one departs from Fu-gtii, passes the river, and 
goes five days south-east, he finds cities and castles, 
where there is abundance of all things, woods, birds, and 
beasts, with the tree which bears camphor. The people 
are all idolaters, under the great khan and the jurisdiction 
of Fu-gui. At the end of the five days he finds a city called 
Zaitun,* which is a noble port, where all the ships of In- 
dia arrive, and for one laden with pepper which comes 
from Alexandria to be sold throughout Christendom, there 
go to that city a hundred. It is one of the two best ports . 
in the world, and the most frequented by merchants and 
merchandise. Know, too, that the khan draws thence a 
large revenue, because all the ships from India pay upon 
their several kinds of goods, stones, and pearls, ten per 
cent., that is one in ten. The ships take for their freight, 
on small merchandise, thirty per cent. ; on pepper, forty- 
four ; on lignum, aloes, sandalwood, and other bulky arti- 
cles, forty ; so that merchants, between the freight and 
the duty, pay a full half of all commodities brought into 
that port. Those of this country are all idolaters, and 
have great abundance of every thing necessary for the 
human body. In that province is a city, named Ti-min- 
gui,t where they make the most beautiful cups in the 

* We agree with Mr. Maraden in thinking^ Zai-tnn to be the oeblm^ 
ted port of Amoj, still one of the most considerable in the empire. 

t|Mr. Marsden and Count Boni consider this to be Ting-tcheon. a 
large citj in the upper part of Fo-kien, though it is known that the 
maiiii£actnre, in a mie shape, is now wholly confined to Kinff-te-tchinff. 
im Kkiiv-aee. Th« Saaam imaginet that it may haTB beta tnorfenW 
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world ; they are of porcelain, and are manufactared in no 
other part of the earth besides that city ; for a Venetian 
grosso you may ptirchase> three cups of this most elegant 
ware. The people of Fu^gui have a language of their own. 
Now, I have told you of this kingdom, which is one of the 
nine, and the great khan draws from it as much duty and 
revenue as from that of Kin-sai. We have not told you 
of the nine kingdoms of Manji, but only of three, Manji, 
Kin-sai, and Fu-gui, and of these you have heard fully ; 
but the others I cannot now describe, because it would 
be too tedious, and our book has not yet treated of other 
things, which I wish to write about ; for I have to teU 
you of the Indians, who are well worthy of being known. 
Their country contains many wonderful Aine^ found in 
none of the other parts of the world, which it will be good 
«nd profitable to write. And, I assure you, Marco re- 
mained 80 long in India, and saw so much of its produce* 
customs, and merchandise, that no man could better tell 
the truth. Therefore I will put them in writing, precisely 
as Messer Marco truly said them to me.* 

from tlie one place to the other, throagh the exhanetion of materiali. 
To.m^lf there appears no doubt that the place alluded to is no other 
than King'te-tching itself. The names greatly resemble : and though 
not in Fo-kien, it is on the immediate border. The traveller, writing 
from hearsay, could not be expected to be rigidly accurate as to such a 
point ; nor is it even certain if the limits of the provinces were then 
exactly what they now are. 

* This second introduction of himself by Rusticiana exists only in th» 
French ediiion. Even the Crusca condenses the whole into one sen- 
tence, beginning, " I, Marco Polo,'* Ac Ramusio somewhat expands 
it, but still showing only the traveller himself in the third person. I 
have inserted it, however, being inclined to consider it genuine. Ra- 
musio speaks of a sea-chart of the-coasts of India, of which no mention 
occuxs in any other edition. This account of India yriXL form the third. 
P^ of thtt QUBsent volume. 
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PART 11. 

Central Asia. 

Deicriptian of Armenia and Tarccmania^ileorgia ; tlw Iron Gate— > 
The Caspiaa— Kingdom of Mosal— Bagdad ; its Siege and Capture^* 
Tanris— Report of Miraculous Eventa— Description of Persia— Yezd' 
and Kerman — Journey to Ormua — Daring Robbers — Description and'. 
IVade of Ormuz^ Journey to Khorasan— Alaodin, the Old Man of the 
Mountain — His fe.igned Paradise — ^Assassinations— Subdued by the 
Tartars-^Joumey to Balkh— To ^Badakshan— Mines of Ruby and La- 
|its Lazuli— Peshawer— Cashmere — Source of the Oxns in Lake Sir- 
i-kol— Plain of Pamir, called the Roof of the World— Extreme Cold— 
Kitghizes and other rude Tribes — Cashgar— Samarcaad— Yarcnnd— 
Khoten — Pein— Ornamental Stones— Lop— Frightful Passage of the 
Great Desert — Kingdom of'Tangut; Manners and Superstitions — 
Great <3aravan Station at Kamttl ; strange Customs — Sou-tcheon — 
Kan-tcheou or Campion — Journey to Ezina and Karakorum — Rise of 
the Empire of Gengis— Manners, Customs, and Superstitions of the 
Tartars— Their GoTemment— Conduct of thwir Wars— Route through: 
Siberia to the Northern Ocean — Various Places on the Frontier of 
China— The Yak, the Musk Animal, and beautiful Pheasants— Coun- 
try id Prester John — Imperial Hunting Palaces. 

L-^pn Armenia the Lesser. 

Ton must know the^.are two Armenias, a great and a 
lesser one, which last has. a king who rules with pure 
justice, and is subject to the Tartars. This region* con- 
tains many cities and castles, and abundance of all things^ 
with beasts and birds for hunting and hawking ; but I 
must tell you the air is not very healthy. The gentry 
used formerly to be valiant and good at arms ; but now 
they are mean and vile, and remarkable only for being 
hard drinkers. On the sea-coast is a city named Laias,t 
which carries on a very great trade ; for thither all the spi- 
ces, rich cloths, and other precious articles, are brought 
Irom India across the Euphrates, whic^ the merchants of 

* This little kingdom, nearly coinciding with the pashalic of Adan« 
was formed in the 13th centnnr, under the reign of Alexis Comnenus, 
by aa Armenian laid named Kaghic, whose posterity reigned two oen- 
tnries.- MsTsden, p. 43. 

t Aias, already mentioned, lies near Scanderoon, to which its great 
tmde has since bemi fennsferfed. 

Q 
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Venice, of Pisa, and of Genoa, come to purchase. Bj 
this town we enter the province of Tnrcomania. 

IL-^n Turcomania. 

In Turcomania* are three distinct races of men : — ^The 
Turcomans adore Mohammed, and are simple people, 
speaking a very rude language. They live amid moun- 
tains and valleys where there is good pasturage for cattle, 
by which they subsist ; and I assure you that they rear 
excellent horses and mules of great value. The two 
others are Armenians and Greeks, who dwell mingled in 
cities, and subsist by merchandise and manufactures; 
they work carpets and crimson silk, the richest and most 
beautiful in the whole world. They have many towns, 
of which the principal are Como, Casserie, and Sevasto.f 
They are subject to the Eastern Tartars. — ^Now, let us 
leave them, and speak of Armepia the Greater. 

ni. — On Armenia the Greater. 

Armenia the greater^ is a large country, and, at the 
•entrance of it is a city called Arzinga, in which is made 
the best buckram in the world. There are several baths 
of warm spring water, the best and most beautiful any 
where to be found. There are many castles, and cities, 
among which the noblest is Arzinga, the seat of an arch- 
bishop, and the metropolis of the whole district ; there 
are also Argiron and Barzizi.^ I assure you the province 
is very large, and during the summer all the Tartars of the 
Levant reside here with their flocks and herds, on account 
of its rich pastures ; but in winter they cannot remain 
because of the severe cold and snow, amid which the 
animals could not live. Now, in this Armenia is the ark 
of Noah on a great mountain. II The circuit of its base 

* This name ii applied to all that part of Asia Minor then Bufaject to 
the Turks, consisting chiefly of the modem provinces ef Canunania aaad 
Roomyah. 
t Cogni or Icomnm, the capital ; Kaisariah ; Sebaste or Siyas. 
i This celebrated and ancient kingdom was then still governed br a 
. separate monarch. It retains at present the name, bat is divided be- 
. i -tween the Persians and Turks. 

$ Erzeroum and Argish, both still towns of importance. 

_r.^. (I Ramnsio has " an exceedingly great mountain, on which it it said 

the ark of Noah rested ;'* more correct, bat we imagine the text is the 

original. This is Ararat, 17,359 feet high, exceeding Mont Blaafi by 

«bout SOOO. M. Parrot recently ascended it, we believe for the first time. 
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cannot be traversed in less than two days ; and the as- 
cent is rendered impracticable by the snow on its summit, 
which never dissolves, but is increased by each successive 
fall. On the lower decUvities, the melted snows cause 
an abundant vegetation, and afford rich pastures for the 
cattle which in summer resort thither from all the sur- 
rounding countries. To the south-east it borders on a 
kingdom called Mosul, inhabited by Jacobite and Nesto- 
rian Christians, of whom we will mention more hereafter. 
On the north it extends to the Georgians, and on that 
frontier is a fountain whence rises oil in such abundance 
that a hundred ships might be at once loaded with it. It 
is not good for eating, but very fit for fuel, for anointing 
the camels in maladies of the skin, and for other purpo- 
ses ; for which reason people come from a great distance 
for it, and nothing else is burned in all this country.* 
Now let us quit Armenia, and tell of Georgia. 

IV.— On Georgia and its Prodactioni. 

In Georgiaf is a king always called called David Melik, 
which means David the King ; hi| is subject to the Tar- 
tars ; and anciently all the monarchs of this province were 
born with the mark of an eagle on their left shoulder. 
They are a handsome people, good archers, and valiant 
in battle. They are Christians of the Greek church, and 
wear their hair close shaven in the manner of clergy. 
This is the province which Alexander could not pass 
through on account of the narrowness of the path ; be- 
cause on one sid6 is the sea, and on the other very high 
mountains, over which it is impossible to ride ; and, as 
this strait continues above four leagues, a few men might 
bold out against the whole world. This was the reason 
why he could not pass ; but he built a very strong tower, 
that no one might come upon him from the other side, 
and it is caUed the Iron Gate.t This is the place men- 

* Thii ii th« well known petrolenm, or rock-oil, found copiouily near 
Bakn, in the province of Shirvan.— Maraden, p. 51. 

t In Ramusio and all the editions known to Mr. Marsden, the term ii 
ZcTZsnia,— 'the Z for G being' peculiar to the old Venetian dialect. The 
Paria, Crusca, and Pucci use correctly the G. 

t This is the name giren to it by the Turks. The report of its heing 
bnilt by Alexfinder is prevalent among the natives, though perhaps apoc- 
ijphal.— Marsdan, p. 50. 
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tioned in the book of Alexander, where he enclosed the 
Tartars within their mountains ; though the Tartars did 
not exist at that time, but a certain people called Comani, 
and other races besides. There are many cities and cas- 
tles, with silk in abundance, with which, added to gold, 
they make cloths the most beautiful that ever man saw. 
Here are the finest «agles in the world ; also victuals of 
every kind in abundance. The province is full of great 
mountains, and of narrow passes, so that I can tell you 
the Tartars could never obtain the entire sovereignty of 
it. There id a monastery called St. Leonard, containing 
a great wonder which I will now relate. A large lake of 
water issues from a neighbouring mountain, in which, 
during the whole year, there is not found a fijsh great or 
small, except from the day before Lent down to the even- 
ing of Easter Sunday ; and during the whole of that time 
fishes are taken in great abundance, but none at any other. 
And know that this sea of which I have spoken is seven 
hundred miles in circuit, and receives the Euphrates, one 
(^the delights of paradise, and many other great rivers. 
It is all surrounded by mountain and land ; and lately the 
merchants of Genoa, who have built ships, navigate it, 
bringing silk, which is called gelle* Into this sea the 
great rivers Herdil,+ Geihon, Kur, and Aras enter. In that 
province there is a grand city named Teflis, with suburbs 
and fortified posts around it. The inhabitants are Arme- 
nian and Georgian Christians, with some few Mohamme- 
dans and Jews. There are manufactures of silk and other* 
articles. Now, haying told you of the boundaries of Ar- 
menia to the north, I will describe those to the south and 
east. 

V. — On the Kingdom of MosoL 
Mosul is a great kingdom on the eastern border of Ar- 
menia, and inhabited by various denominations of men» 
whom I will now describe. There is a race called Arabic* 

* Mr. Marsden oonjectares very probaUy that this name is from Ghi- 
lan, — a province where raw silk is producod in great abundance. Tha 
author is mistaken as to the Euphrates ; but it comes near to the Cas- 
P»a^' a?d he is writing from hearsay. 

T This 18 the same name with Etil or Etilia, which we hare repeat- 
e«y seen applied to the Volga. The Geihon appears to be the Oxtm, 
which was then supposed to faU into the Caspian^ instead of the Ai^JU 
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\vho adore Mohammed ; also another who hold the Chris- 
tian law, but not as the church of Rome commands ; they 
err in many things. They are denominated Nestorian 
and Jacobite, and have a patriarch named Jatolior, who 
makes archbishops, ^bishops, abbots, and other clergy, and 
sends them to all parts of Bagdad, India, and Cathay, as 
the pope does from Rome. All the Christians who are in 
those parts are of this sect ; and all the cloths of silk and 
gold, which are called mosulin, are made there. I tell 
you, too, that the great merchants who are called mosu-* 
lin, and bring the largest quantity of all costly spices, are 
of this kingdom.* Among its mountains are people called 
Kurds, who are Nestorian and Jacobite Christians, but 
some are Saracens, and reverence Mohammed. They 
are an oTerbearing and wicked people, ever ready to rob 
the merchants.! Now let us leave Mosul, and speak of 
the great city of Baldach.t 

VI.— On Baldach. 

At this place dwelt the caliph, chief prelate of all the 
Saracens in the world, as the pope is at Rome. Through 
the middle of it flows a very large river, by which, you 
can proceed to the sea of India, whence merchants ga 
and come with their goods. From Baldach to the oceaa 
by the stream is a voyage of eighteen days. The mer- 
chants going to India sail down that river to a place na- 
med Chisi,^ and then enter the Indian sea. Between 
•Baldach and Chisi is a great city named Bascra ;II and 
the woods around that city yield the finest dates in the 

* Mosul mems to hare been then a main entrepAt for the commerce' 
of Central Asia. We cannot seeminifly donbt, that the mneline her« 
procured were thoee of India, eipeciaUy when we find the name MusliiL 
applied to merchants bringing' other goods from that region. There- 
were some cotton manufactures in the place itself, which might aid the- 
mistake of supposing the whole produced there. 

t This character continues notorioue and unmitigated to the present 
day. 

t Bagdad, which, thourh it had lately ceased to be the capital of tli» 
caliphs, was still probably the greatest and most flourishing city 0$ 
Western Asia. 

^ Kiehm, a considerable island near the opposite extremity of the Per» 
•ian Gulf, not far from Ormuz. 

fi The great commercial city which we call Bussora, more properly 
pronounced Basra. The abundance of dates in its neighbourhood Uh 
ynticQlariy mentiaiied by Niebuhr.^Manden, p. 65. 

Q2 
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world. In Baldach are many rich cloths of silk and ^old, 
on which birds and beasts are represented ; and it is the 
greatest and noblest city in all these regions. And know» 
assuredly, that the caliph was foond to possess the most 
abundant treasure in gokL, silver, and precious stones that 
eyer was in the possession of man ; and I will tell yoa 
how it happened. In the year nf our Lord, 1255,* the 
great sire of the Tartars, who is named Alau,t brother 
to the great sire that now reigns, assembled a very large 
army, and marched upon Baldach and took it by force, 
which wak a glorious exploit ; for it contained more than 
100,000 horsemen besides foot soldiers ;% and when it 
was taken, he found the caliph in possession of a tower 
full of gold, silver, and other treasure, such as never was 
seen at once in one place. When he discovered it he 
sent for the monarch and said : " Caliph, why have you 
amassed such a treasure, and what do yon mean to do 
with it 1 Did you not know that I was your enemy, and 
coming to attack yon with this mighty host 1 Knowing 
this, why did you not take your treasure, and give it to 
knights and soldiers to defend you and your city V* The 
caliph replied nothing, because he knew not what to say. 
Then, said Alau : " Caliph, since I see you love so much 
your treasure, I will give it you to eat." He then com- 
manded that he should be shut up in the tower with the 
treasure, and that nothing should be given to him to eat 
or drink. Then he said to him : " Caliph, eat your trea- 
sure as heartily as you please, for you win never eat any 
thing else.^' He was then immured in the tower, where 
he died at the end of four days.^ And after him there 
never was any other caliph. 

Vn.— On Tons or Tauzis. 

Torisll is a great city, in the province called Yrac, con- 
taining many towns and castles ; but as this is the chief, 

* This is tbe date in the •ail7 editions ; in Ramuaio it is IS50 ; but 
the real one in 1358. 

t H'wlakn, son to Taulai, and brother to Mangron Khan. 

t This is the statement in the early editions : in Samnsio the 100,000 
men are mentioned as composinfp the Tartar army. 

$ This story is giren also in the history of Haithon, king of Armenia^ 
«nd was doubtless the general belief of Western Asia. 

,11 Tanria, or Tabreeze, a celebrated city of Pexna, and a Ikroiiii^ 
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I will tell yon about^ it. The men live by merchandise^ 
and by fabricating fine cloths of silk and gold. The place 
is so well sitaated that merchants proceed hither from 
India, Baldach, Mosul, Gremosor, and many other places. 
The Latin traffickers come to meet those from strange 
countries, from whom they purchase precious pearls and 
other valuable articles. The men are of indifferent char- 
acter and very mixed origin, Armenians, Nestorians, Ja* 
cobites, Georgians, and Persians, and some who adore 
Mohammed. The inhabitants of the city are called Tau- 
risians. Around it are very fiiie gardens, full of fruits 
and vegetables. 

The Saracens here are most wicked and disloyal. They 
maintain that whatever is robbed or plundered from men 
of a different creed is justly acquired ; while they regard 
as martyrs those of their own sect who die by the hands 
of Christians. If, therefore, they were not checked by 
their present rulers, they would break out into many out- 
rages. These principles are common to them all. At 
the point of death, the priest comes and demands whether 
they believe that Mohammed was the prophet of God. If 
they profess this belief, they are assured of salvation ; 
and through this easy absolution, which leaves scope for 
the perpetration of every crime, they have succeeded in 
converting many of the Tartars, who feel thus at liberty 
to indulge their worst propensities. 

Near Toris is a monastery named after St. Barsamo, 
and famous for sanctity. It contains an abbot and many 
monks, who dress like the Carmelites. Unwilling to lead 
an idle life, they are constantly weaving woollen girdles, 
which they place oti the altar of their saint during divine 
service ; and while going round the province to ask alms 
(as do their brethren of the Holy Ghost), they present 
these to their friends and persons of distinction, who value 
them as beneficial in the cure of rheumatism.* 

residence of Haroan al Raachid, »nd afterwards of Hoolakn the Tartar. 
Chardin describes it as containing half a million of people, and as rival- 



linff Ikpahan. It is now greatly decayed. 

* The two preceding' paragraphs being only in Ramnaio, I incline to 
fhink we may recognise in them the same ecclesiastical hand to whicli 

itioa has been i 
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fhink we may recognise in them the same ecclesiastical hand to whic]| 
there has appeared reason to suppose that his editioa has been muck 
indebted. 
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Tin.-— On a oertain Mirafde of the Moyement of a Mountam in tint 
Region. 

* Now I am to tell you of a great miraclet which happen- 
ed between Baldacb and Mosul in the year 1225. There 
was a caliph in the former who held the Christians in 
great hatred, as it is natural for all the Saracens in the 
world to do. He thought day and night how he might 
compel all those in his country to become converts, or 
else kill them. Many others concurred in that wicked 
purpose, and they agreed upon this plan : They found in 
the gospel a text saying that if a Christian had as much 
faith as a grain of mustard-seed and made his prayer to 
God, he would be able to join two mountains together. 
On finding this text, they felt great joy, thinking they had 
thas either a means of converting them, or a pretext for 
killing them outright. He therefore sent for all the Jaco- 
bite and Nestorian believers in his country, who were very 
numerous ; and when they came before him, he showed 
them this gospel, made them read it, and asked if it were 
tr^e. They replied that it was so. Then, continue4 the 
caliph, since so many Christians are here, there surely 
must be among you this small measure of faith ; therefore, 
said he, pointing to a large hill in view, you must remove 
that mountain or I will put you all to death, because other- 
wise you must be wholly destitute of faith, and on that 
account deserve to die. If, however, you will turn to our 
good law of Mohammed, you shall be forgiven ; and, in the 
mean time, I allow you ten days to do what is required. 
He then dismissed them. On hearing what the caliph had 
said, they were in great fear, and knew not what to resolve. 
Then they all assembled, small and great, men and women, 
the bishop, archbishop, and priests of whom there were a 
considerable number, and they remained eight days and 
eight nights in prayer, that God, in his mercy, and for the 
diffusion of his faith, would come to their aid, and enable 
them to escape this cruel death with which they were 
threatened. But what have I now to tell you 1 While 
they were thus deeply engaged in prayer, an angel, by the 

* This chapter is strongly stamped with the crednlity of the age, from 
which It would be unreasonable to expect our traveller to be exempt. 
On "i^spMt It is mere hearsay, and reported as having happened fifty 
years oetore he passed through Persia. It may be considered a curious 
•zaoii'le of the sort of legends then circulated in that part of the world. 
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message of God, appeared to a bishop who was a man of 
very holy life. He said, " Oh, bishop ! do you now go to 
a certain shoemaker with one eye, and tell him that at his 
prayer the mountain will be moved." Now this shoema- 
ker was a very honest and chaste man ; he fasted and 
went regularly to mass, and gave every day bread to the 
poor. I will tell you a thing that he did, to prove his good 
faith and life. It happened one day that a very beautiful 
woman came to. his shop to purchase a pair of shoes, and 
in order to make them fit, he was obliged to look at her 
foot and ancle, and they were so finely shaped that he felt 
his eye take an undue pleasure in viewing them. As soon 
as she was gone, he began bitterly to reproach himself, 
and remembered the text, " if thine eye offend thee, pluck 
it out, and cast it from thee." He then took a sharp wea- 
pon, and stuck it into his eye, so that it burst in his head, 
and he never saw with it again. Thus you see he was a 
most holy and good man. When, therefore, the bishop 
had this vision, he told it to all his people, and they agreed 
that this shoemaker should be called before them, and 
when he came, they requested him to pray to God that he , 
would make the mountain move. But when the shoema- 
ker heard what the bishop and the others said, he answer- 
ed that he was not so good a man as that God or our lady 
should for his sake do so great a miracle. But the Chris- 
tians pressed him so earnestly, that he at last agreed, and 
made the p>rayer. When the final day was come they all 
rose early in the morning, great and small, male and fe- 
male ; and entering the churchy they sung the holy mass, 
and then proceeded out to the plain in front of the moun- 
tain. They were fully a hundred thousand, and they all 
placed themselves in front of the cross. The caliph then 
came with a vast number of Saracens, eager to slay the 
unbelievers, for they thought it impossible the hill could be 
moved, and they themselves were in great fear and doubt ; 
nevertheless they had good hope in their Creator. Then 
the shoemaker fell on his knees before the cross, lifted his 
hands to heaven, and prayed fervently that the mountain 
might be moved, and the Christians there assembled es- 
cape a dreadful death. When he had made his prayer, it 
was not long before the vast eminence began to stir, and 
move firom its place. The Saracens, on seeing this, woi»' 
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dered greatly, and many of them were converted ; nay, 
the caliph himself became a believer in the gospel, but se- 
cretly, and when be died, a cross was found round his 
Beck ; for which reason he was not buried in the same 
place with the other sovereigns, but in a tomb by himself. 
Now let us leave Baldach and go to Persia. 

IX.— On the Pnmnce of Persia, and the Journey of the Magi. 

Persia is a very extensive province, anciently very rich 
and flourishing, but now in a great degree wasted and de^ 
stroyed by the Tartars. It contains a city called Sava, 
whence the three magi came to adore Jesus Christ when 
bom at Bethlehem.* In that city are buried the three, ia 
separate tombs, above which is a square house carefully 
preserved. Their hearts are still entire, with their hair 
and beards, t One was named Balthazar, the other Gas- 
par, the third Melchior. Messer Marco inquired: often in 
that city about these three magi, but no one could tell him 
any thing, except that they were ancient kings, who were 
there buried. They informed him, however, that three 
days journey farther was a tower called the Castle of the 
Fire-worshippers, because the men there venerate fire, 
and for the foUowhig reason. They say that anciently 
three kings of that country went to adore a certain pro- 
phet, newly bom, and carried three offerings, gold, incense 
and myrrh, to know if he were a king, a god, or a sage ; 
for they said that, if he took gold, he was a king ; if in- 
cense, he was a god ; if myrrh, he was a sage. They 
went in one after another, and though they were of differ- 
ent ages and fashions, he appeared to each of them exact- 
ly like himself When they came out and compared what 
they had seen, they wondered much, and then went in all 

I 

* The same observations mar apply to this as to the preceding chap- 
ter. It is wanting in Pipino, the Basle version, and in Ramusio, so that 
Mr. Marsden, finding it only in the Italian epitome, has not given it a 
place. Yet he seems to admit its genuineness, of vrhich there can be no 
doMbt, since it is found in the two Paris, the Crusca, and Pucci versions. 
As, therefore, we are giving an edition, not a selection, of the traveUer*a 
effnsions, there seems no ground for its non-insertion. 

t There is some appearance of the author^s here speaking as an eye- 
witness of this extraordinary scene. He only stands committed, how- 
ever, to the extent of having seen three bodies partially embalmed ; and 
therA is no room to doubt that this art may have been in some degree 
practised in Persia. 
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togfether, and the child then appeared to them what he 
really was, a boy of thirteen days old. They presented to 
him the three offerings, and he took them all, whence they 
concluded that he was at once god, king, and sage. He 
presented tathem a closed box, desiring them not to open 
it till their return home. After having travelled a number 
of days, however, they were curious to see what was in 
the box, and opened it, when they found only a stone, 
which was meant to express that they should remain firm 
in the faith which they had received. They did not un- 
derstand this meaning, and despising the gift, threw it into 
a well, when immediately a great fire came down from 
heaven, and began to burn brightly. When they saw thia 
wonder, they were quite astonished, and repented that 
they had thrown away the stone. They however took 
a portion of the fire, carried it to their country, and placed 
it in their church, where they kept it continually bum- 
ing. They revere it as a god, and use it for burning all 
their sacrifices ; and when at any time it goes out, they 
repair to that well, where the fire is never extinguished;* 
-and from it bring a fresh supply, "fins is what all the 
people of that country tell, and Messer Marco was assured 
of it by those of the castle, and therefore it is truth.t 
One of these kings was of Saba, the other of Ava, the 
other of the castle. Now let me tell you of Persia, its 
cities, and the actions and customs of the people. 

X. — On the Kingdoms of Fenia. 

Know, then, that in Persia there are eight kingdoms, 
because it is a very great country, and I will tell you 
their names. The first is called Casum ;t the second, 
to the south, Cardistan ; the third Lor ; the fourth Ciel- 
stan ;^ the fifth Istanit ;il the sixth Cerazi \% the seventh 
Soucara;** the eighth Tonocain, which is on the re- 

* This stonr is evidently suggested l^ the burning wells or cayems 
that occur at Baku and other places in Persia, where naphtha and similar 
inflammable substances are in a state of constant combustion ; acircum* 
stance which had probablj an effect in producing the adoration of fire u 
this region. 

t However peremptory this assertion is, we may observe that it is 
founded wholly upon the testimony of others. 
, t Caabin. $ Seemingly Segistan. || Ispahan. IF Shiraz. 

** Mr. Marsden supposes this to be a coiruption of Korkan or Gurkaa, 
lihe aiusi«nt Hyxcaiua : bat Count Booi seems justly to object that thir 
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motest frontier.* In this last are many fine horses of 
high valae, which are taken in Large numbers to be sold 
in India ; and the greater part of them are worth two 
hundred livres toumois each. They have also the finest 
asses in the world, one of which is worth full thirty marcs 
of silver, t The men of that country lead these horses 
to two cities on the banks of the sea of India, called Chiai 
and Curmosa, and find there merchants, who buy them 
and carry them into their distant country. In these king- 
doms there are many cruel men, who are constantly 
killing one another, and but for the fear of the Eastern 
Tartars, who now rule in this land,, they would ruin the 
merchants. As it is, unless the latter are well provided 
with arms and bows, they often kill or hurt them severe- 
ly.t These men all hold the law of Mohammed. In the 
city are industrious merchants, they make robes of silk 
and gold of various fashions, and raise also plenty of cot- 
ton. The country abounds in wheat, barley, millet, as 
well as in vines and other fruits.<^ Some may imagine 
that the Saracens do not drink wine, as being forbidden 
by their law ; but they quiet their consciences by think- 
ing that if boiled over the fire, which ^renders it milder 
and sweet, it may be drunk without breaking the com- 
mandment. Changing its taste they change its name, 
and no longer call it wine, though it really is so. II Let us 
now leave them, and tell you of Yasdi. 

XI.— On the City of YawJi. 

Yasdi is a beautiful and noble city, with rich mannfao- 

territory lies north of the following, which yet is described the moat 
northerly of all. He su^ests the district of Sinjar, traversed by the 
Hermaa, which falls into the .Upper Euphrates ; in fact the modem piev- 
ince o^Algeaira.— II Millione. vol. ii. p. 42. 

* Called elsewhere Timochainr seems to be the name of the city of 
Danmghaun, generally applied to the province of Khorasan. 

t The excellence oi the Persian horses is too well known to requirB 
comment ; the asses are equally fomed in the country, and csJled bf 
Chardin the first in the world. Be mentions 400 francs as the pnot tf 
a good (me.— Marsden. p. 70. 

T The elevated tracts of Persia have always been infested by prsdi^ 
tonr tribes, unless when kept in awe by a vigorous government. 

V. "^^ fertility of the plains of Persia, and its fine niaaufastuxw, es- 
peciiOlT in silk, have been always noted.— Mawden, p. 80. . 

II 1 Uiink m these tvro sentences, so abruptly introduced into Ramu- 

•dly displayed such fervent leal against the foUowen of HiauaaanL . 
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tares.* The people make silk cloths called by its name, 
which the merchants cany into Tarioos countries. They 
aU adore Mohammed. When a man departs from that 
eity, he rides seren days over a plain, where in three 
phK»s only there are habitations and inns for the travel- 
ler. There are many forests nlled with partridges and 
other birds, which afford excellent sport ; also beautiful 
wild asses. At the end of these seven days a country 
ealled Creman presents itself, t 

m.-'-Oa the Kingdom of CrtmvB. 

Creman is a kingdom anciently belonging to Persia, 
and which used to be governed by a hereditary prince ; 
but since the Tartar conquered it, he appoints what depu- 
ty he pleases. In that region the stones called turquoi- 
Ms are in great abundance, they are found in the moun- 
tains, and excavated from the rocks. The inhabitants 
make all things necessaiy for troops, such as reins, sad- 
dles, bows, arrows, quivers, and all kinds of arms, ao- 
CMding to the custom of the country. The ladies work 
irery neatly cloths of gokl and silk, representing with the 
aeeiUe, beasts, birds, and many other objects. In the 

* This citj, eommanfy called Tead, lies oat of the genenl loato «f 
traTeOera ; but all who have yisited it describe its greatness, flourishing 
commerce, and extensiye silk manufacture, which is even meutioned Of 
Ibn Haukul. It has been said to contain 30,000 houses.— Marsden, p. 
81 ; Booi, vol. ii. p. 40. 

t Here we find the first commencement of an itinerary ; for not a 
ainigle station has been indicated in passing across Persia. Yet I fear 
we shall not be able to trace the same precision which was so remark- 
able in the journey through China. The traveller was then very young, 
■ad had not probably the same accurate recollection. Many of the 
stages are much longer, which may have been in consequence of travel- 
ling jpost ; the means of which would be furnished to them on going to 
the imperial court. Yet they begin with a singular deviation in the 
jonney to Omus. Oooat Boni supposes the one nere related to be that 
afterwards made in conveying the two princesses to Ghaxan, on the 
Bofthem frontielr. We cannot but imagine, however, tiiat they would 
go on to Bagdad, and would not be led along this desert and perilous 
route. Besides a journey both to and from Ormuz is here narrated. 
Amid their own total silence as to the motive, we need not spend much 
time in oonjeetnre. Periiaps they might have commercial transactioaiB 
there, or, as enterprising merchants, might wish to view this celebrated 
emporium. They might even have an idea of proceeding by sea to 
Chiaa. Suoh deviatioiis, however, give some explanation of the ez- 
tcBocdiaary period of three yean and a half empk^ed in their jouniey 
oat. 

R 
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mountains are reared the finest falcons in the world, for 
though smaller than the peregrine species, they fly so 
BwiAly that no bird can escape them. When a man 
leaTes the city of Creman,^ he travels seven days through 
towns and fortified places, finding much amusement, l^ 
cause there are great numbers of wild beasts and birds. 
At the end of these seven days, he comes to the declivity 
of a mountain, and continues two days always descend- 
ing. There are abundance of fruits, but no habitation, 
only shepherds pasturing their flocks. The cold on this 
road during winter is so great that a man cannot safely 
travel unless with a very ample provision of clothes. 

XIII.— On Camandii, Reobarle, and the Earanna Robbers. 
At the bottom of this descent is a very extensive plain, 
at the commencement of which is a city named Caman« 
du,t once wonderfully great and noble, but now much de- 
clined, because the Tartar invaders have repeatedly 
plundered it. The heat here is extreme, and the prov- 
ince is called Reobarle. t Its fruits are dates, pistachio 
nuts, apples of ^)aradise, and others which do not grow 
in our country. Here are a species of birds called fran- 
colin, which are different from those of other lands, their 
colour being a mixture of white and black, while the beak 
and feet are red. The oxen are very large, white as 

* Kerman, capital of the prtmnce of that name, the ancient Cannaaia 
(quite diflferent from Caramania in Asia lAinor). It is still a considerable 
city, though much declined since the time when, as Pottinger states, " ita 
manu&ctares of shawls and arms were celebrated all over Asia." It 
was also enriched by the transit of the Indian goods landed at Ormaz. 
Since the passage by the Cape, and the transference even of the Golf- 
trade to Bushire, it has greatly suffered. Turquoise mines are found in 
different parts of Persia ; but Mr. Marsden has not succeeded in supplying 
proof of tneir existence in this neighbourhood. — ^Pp. 83, 84. 

t It has been impossible to tind any account of this city, ihongh 
D*Anville*s map shows on this site one named Memaun. It is Ukely tluit 
there was a nonrishing place on the great caravan-route above aUaded 
to, the discontinuance of which, however, rendered it impoesible that 
it should revive after the catastrophe here mentioned. This tract is 
now as little known as any in Asia ; yet Marco's description seems to I 
intimate that it would reward the callosity of some one of oar enter- i 
prisinff travellers. I 

t Mr. Marsden observes, that this is probably identical with Rudbar, 
a nune common in Persia, and signifying " a river in a valley." Count 
Boni suggests Robat, passed by Pottinger on his way from Kennan to 
Shiraz ; but this appean quite oat of the diiection. 
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«iow, and the hair very smooth, m consequence of the 
neat. Between the shoulders is a hump, two pabns high, 
^nd their appearance is the most beautiful of any in the 
world. When the owner wishes to load them, they bend 
down as the camels do, and after receiving their burden, 
iise and bear it well, being extremely strong. There are 
aheep as large as asses, and with tails so thick and so 
broad as to weigh full thirty pounds. They are also fat, 
and make excellent food.* The people have castles and 
cities surrounded by walls of earth, in order to defend 
themselves against the Caraunas, a mixed race between 
the Indians and the Tartars. When these people wish 
to overrun the country and rob it, they, by their enchant- 
ment and diabolical agency, cause the day to become 
dark, so that you can see to little or no distance, and this 
darkness they make to last seven days.f They know the 
places so well, that they can ride during the thickest of 
it ; and they are sometimes ten thousand in number, so 
that nothing found on the plain, man, beast, or any thing 
can escape. They kill the old persons, and carry off the 
young to sell them for slaves. Their king is called No- 
godar, and he went to the court of Ciagatai, who was the 
brother of the great khan, with 10,000 men, and remained 
with him, because his uncle was very powerful. During 
this stay, Nogodar committed a very great wickedness, 
and I will tell you what it was. He departed from his 
uncle Ciagatai, who was in Great Armenia, and took with 
him 10,000 of his people, who were very cruel, and march- 
ed by Badasian, and through a province called Fascial, 
and another called Chesciemur,t losing many of his people 

* This fpeciet of sheep is well known in different parts of Asia. 
Both Rosseil and Chardin reckon the weij^ht of the tail to be from fifteen 
to thirty pounds. — Marsden, p. 89. 

t This is a startling statement, bnt we know nothing- of the district ; 
its moist and eren marsh/ character, indicated by the luxuriant pasture, 
might naturally in this not climate cause the ascent of heavy vapours 
and fogs. The plunderers taking advantage of these occasions, might 
readily, by a superstitious people, be supposed to produce them. 

t Peshawer arid Cashmere. Mr. Marsden has not been able to trace 
any history of this prince, who indeed does not ftppe&r among De Ouig> 
nes' elaborate list of the posterity of Gengis. The following notices 
may throw some light upon the subject. In the oriental history of Hai- 
thon, king of Armenia, it is mentioned that Gogodothai (Bergeron, Cha« 
godai in Purchas, part iii. p. 114), second son of Okkoday, the successor 
of Gengif (and thus a nephew of Zagatai), was supplied by his ftithei 
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and beasts, because the roads were narrow and yery bad ; 
and when they had passed all these provinces, they en- 
tered into India, on the borders of one called Dilivar. 
They came to the city of the same name, and took it 
from a king named Asidiu Sultan, who was very great 
and rich. There Nogodar with his people, continues to 
rule, and makes war with all the other Tartars who dwell 
in the surrounding country.* Having told you of this 
plain, and of the people who produced darkness in order 
to rob, I must also mention that Messer Marco himself 
was nearly taken by them amid this gloom, but though a 
number of his companions were captured, and either 
killed or sokl as slaves, he himself escaped to a castle 
named Canosalmi.f 

XIV.— On the City of Cormos. 

That plain extends five days' journey southward, and 

with an army, and marched ionthward into India ; bnt having to pant 
over monntains and through deserts, he lost many men and horses, and 
was unable to make any conquest. He then came and complained of 
his hard fortune to his brother Jochi,the ruler of Turkestan and Persia, 
who generously gave him a share of his own possessions. I think how- 
ever altered the circumstances, this is evidently the same story. Let 
xm now turn to Dow's translation of Ferishta^s Indian history. It is there 
stated, that in 1242 (about the time that might be supposed) the Moguls 
invaded the western provinces, plundered I^hore, and then retreat^ to 
Ghi^i ; that they afterwards attempted to enter by way of Thibet, bat 
were totally defeated ; and that they also fiuled by way of Koondooi 
and Talikan. It is added, that in 1S45, thev made themselves masters 
of Cabul, Candahar, Ghizni, Balkh, and lleret. Putting all this to- 
other, we may with probability infer, that the prince, af&r his failura 
m India, obtained reinforcements from his relations, and established a 
kingdom in Afghanistan^ of which our oriental histories seem to contain 
no record. The anfavourable representations made in the text were 
naturally dictated by the people who were smarting under the ravages 
of his predatory bands. 

* It is curious that this narrative occurs ouly in the French edition 
and in Ramusio, a circumstance creditable to both. In the latter how- 
ever, there are some gross corruptions, particularljr in introducing Mala* 
bar as the chief object and seat of invasion. This, which causes Mr. 
Marsden much peiplexity, is, we apprehend, a modem interpolation, 
after the exploits of^ 6ama and Faria had made that territory an objec| 
of intense interest in Europe. Dilivar (Lahore or Lahawar) is also 
changed to Dely, a town on that coast. 

tThis, Mr. Marsden observes, is probably the Persian word EHianah- 
al-salam, " a place of safety.*' Captain Grant, in describing an adjacent 
district through which be travelled, observes, that every village had near 
it a fort, to which the inhabitants could flee in case of invasioii,— Jouinftl 
ef the Royal Asiatic Society, vol. v. p. 337. 
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jon then come to a descent which continues twenty miles 
by a very bad and difficult road, full of wicked robbers. 
You then approach the very beautiful plain of Formosa, 
watered by fine rivers, with plantations of the date-palm, 
and having the air filled with francolins, parrots, and 
other birds unknown to our climate.* You ride two days 
through it, and then arrive at the ocean, on which there 
is a city and fort named Cormos.f The ships of India 
bring thither all kinds of spiceries, precious stones, and 
pearls, cloths of silk and gold, elephants' teeth, and many 
other articles. It is the capital of a kingdom, having 
many cities and castles under it, and the sovereign is 
called Ruemedan Achomac. The climate, however, is 
intensely hot, and extremely unhealthy, and when any 
foreign merchant dies, the king inherits all his property. 
Wine is here made of dates and other spices, and is ex- 
tremely good ; but when drunk by men .unaccustomed to 
it, has a strong purgative quahty, though, after some use 
it agrees weU, and promotes corpulence. The people 
live chiefly on dates and salted fish, particularly the 
tunny ; considering these victuals to be the most whole* 
some, and that if they used wheaten bread and flesh they 
would fall sick. The ships are very bad, and many are 
lost from not being secured by nails like ours, but sewed 
together by a thread made of the bark of the Indian nut- 
trees, which being softened in water becomes like horse- 
hair, and is durable enough. They use it for want of 
iron, but it is by no means strong or secure. They have 
a mast, sail, and rudder, all single, and a coverlet of 
leather, which is spread over the goods, and on that they 
place the horses, many of which are transported into 
India. These ships, too, are not tarred, but covered with 
the oil of fish. The people are black, and adore Moham- 
med. They do not remain in the city during summer, 

* This appears evidently to be the plain of Minab, which Captain 
Grant describes as forty-five miles in circumference, abounding in palms, 
and fertile in grain. — Joumal as above. 

t Ormuz, in some editions Hormos, the orientals prefixing a soft aspi- 
rate, here expressed by C. Its fame during the middle ages, as an em- 
porium of Indian wealth, need not be dwelt upon. In 1507, it was cap* 
tqr^d by Albuquerque, and in 162S, the English and Shah Abbas united 
in reducing it, when the principal edifices were razed to the ground, and 
it AM now no longer any existence as a city. 
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for then they woald all die, but retire to the conntiy, 
where they have verdant gardens, finely watered by 
streams. Even there they wonld not escape, because 
there often blows from the sandy tracts that surround 
the city a wind so excessively hot that it would kill them 
aU, if they would not plunge into the water and thus es- 
cape it.* They sow wheat, barley, and other kinds of 
grain in the month of November, and reap them in March, 
when tbey become ripe and perfect ; but none except the 
date will endure till May, being dried up by the extreme 
heat. I have also to tell you, when men or women die, 
great grief is shown, and the ladies, during full four years 
after the death of their husbands, make lamentations at 
least once a-day. On these occasions, tbey assemble 
their relations and neighbours, who join them in loud 
meanings and cries. In proof of the extreme violence of 
the he^t, Marco Polo mentions the following circumstance 
which occurred during his residence. The ruler of Cor- 
mos neglected to pay his tribute to the King of Creman, 
who took the resolution of enforcing it at the season when 
the principal mhabitants go into the country. He there- 
fore despatched 1600 horse and 6000 foot through the dis- 
trict of Reobarle, to take them by surprise. Being mis- 
, led, however, by the guides, they did not reach the place 
till night, when they halted to rest in a grove near the 
town. On renewing their march next morning, they 
were attacked by the hot wind, and all suffocated ; not 
one surviving to carry back the fatal intelligence. When 
the people of Cormos learned this event, and went to buiy 
the dead bodies lest they should infect the air, they found 
them so softened by the intense heat, that the limbs, when 
handled, separated from the trunks ; and it was necessary 
to dig graves close to where the corpses lay.t 

* This is the sirocco or simoom, the distressing and even fatal effect! 
of which need not be described. Strange as this remedy may seem, Mr. 
Marsden quotes two good travellers, Pietro della Vale and Schillinger. 
for the fact of recoarse being had to it in this very place, represented 
as the hottest on the face of the earth. Connt Boni, vol. ii. p. 54, quotes 
also Tavemier and Chardin for the unhealthiness, and extreme intensity 
of the heat. 

t Mr. Marsden, p. 100, quotes from Chardin an instance of this con- 
dition of the bodily frame being actually produced by the action of tl^« 
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XV.— Return to Cranuui. 
We will now leave this city, and not go on to India, 
for I will describe it farther on in my book, in the proper 
time and place. We will return, therefore, by another 
iroad to Creman, because the countries now to be deline- 
ated can be reached only by way of that city, and I must 
tell you that Ruemedan Achomac, of whom we have just 
spoken, is subject to its king. The route in returning 
thither from Cormos is through a very fine plain. There 
are many springs whence the water issues in a hot state, 
forming baths very salutary in cutaneous and other dis- 
eases. Here is abundance of fruits and dates, also of 
partridges and other birds ; but the wheaten bread, owing 
to the quality of the water, is so bitter that no one unao- 
enstomed to its use can eat it. I now wish to tell you of 
a country lying to the north. When a man has left Cre- 
man, he travds seven days in that direction, through a 
▼ery dreary region. During three days he finds no river, 
and the little-water met v/ith is salt, green like grass, and 
80 bitter that it is impossible to drink it, and if a man 
tastes even a drop, it produces violent purging. Travel- 
lers, therefore, carry water with them ; but the beasts 
being obliged to drink such as they find, sufiTer severely. 
The whole tract is an arid desert, destitute of animals, 
which could not find food. On the fourth day, you reach 
a river of fresh water, but with its channel mostly under 
ground. In some spots, however, the force of the cur- 
rent makes abrupt openings, when the stream appears 
for a short space, and drink is abundantly supplied. Then 
follows another tract that lasts four days, and is also a 
dry desert with bitter water, and no animals except wild 
asses. At the end of the four days, we leave the king- 
diom of Creman and proceed towards Cobinam. 

XVI.— On the City of Cobinam. 

Cobinam is a great city inhabited by Mohammedans. 
There is abundance of iron, brass, and andanico, of the 
second of which they construct large and beautiful mir- 
rors ; they make here also the tutty, which is extremely 
good for the eyes, and likewise sponge, in the following 
inanner. They take a vein of earth fitted for this pur-' 
pose, and throw it into a burning furnace, above which ia^ 
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a grating of iron; then the smoke and moisture ascend- 
ing adhere to the iron and form tutty, while the earth 
which remains in the furnace becomes sponge.* 

XVn.— On the Prorince of Tonocaia. 

When a man departs from Cobinam, he goes throngh 
a desert of eight days, and the country is veiy arid ; there 
is neither fruit nor trees, and the water is bitter and bad, 
so that he must carry both it and food for himself, but the 
beasts drink that on the road, though very unwillingly. 
He then comes to a province called Tonocain,t with cities 
and many castles, bordering upon Persia, towards the 
north ; and there is a very great plain on which grows 
what the Christians call the dry tree, which I will de- 
scribe to you. It is very large, and its leaves are green 
on one side and white on the other. It yields a nut like 
the chestnut; but there is nothing within it. It is a 
strong wood, and yellow Uke box ; and there is no other 
tree in those parts for a hundred miles round, except oa 
one side, at ten miles' distance. ^ It is said by the people 
of the country to be the place where Alexander fought 
with Darius. There are many towns and castles, and 
the inhabitants have abundance of aU good things, the 
climate being neither too cold nor too hot. Now I must 
tell you of a country called Mulecte, where the Old Man 
of the Mountain used to dwell. 

XVIIL— On fhe Castla of the Old Man of the Moontain, and how he 
trained and employed his Assanint. 

You shall learn all about the Old Man of the Mountain* 
as I Marco heard related by many persons. He was 
called in their language Alaodin, and had caused to be 

* Cobinam is Khnbees, a place cmce considerable, bat now mnch deeaj- 
ed. Mr. Marsden considers andanico to be antimony, and represents it as 
the substance thrown into the furnace ; but the early editions make it an 
earth. In the French one, the mirrors are of brass ; in Ramusio's, of steeL 

t Timochain, Ramtuio. There seems no doubt that this is the same 
word with Daumghaun ; but we see uo necessity for supposing with 
Mr. Marsden, that they went back to that city, which would be a very 
retroKTade course. The name is here evidently applied to a large prov'- 
ince, inclading probably the best cultivated part of Khorasau. Their 
direction from Kerman through Khubees would lead to one of its eastern 
districts, which would also agree better with the subsequent itineraiy. 

1 Mr. Marsden, p. 110, proves this to be the plane-tree, which appeavg 
iMlly to abound u this part of Persia, but was then unknown in Europe. 
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formed, in a valley between two moantains, the largest 
and most beautiful garden that ever was seen. There 
grew all the finest fruits in the world, and it was adorned 
by the most beautiful houses and palaces, the interior 
being richly gilded, and furnished with finely coloured 
pictures of birds and beasts, and the most striking objects. 
It contained several conduits through which flowed res- 
pectively water, wine, honey, and milk. Here were 
ladies and damsels unequalled in beauty and in the skill 
with which they sung and played on instruments of every 
description. Now the Old Man made his people believe 
that this garden was paradise, and be formed it thus be« 
cause Mohammed had given the Saracens to believe that 
those who went into that place would meet great numbers 
of beautiful women, and find rivers of water, wine, milk 
and honey : hence the visiters were led to think that this 
really was paradise. Into this garden he admitted no 
man except those whom he wished to make assassins. 
The entry to the spot was commanded by a castle so 
strong that he did not fear any power in the world. He 
kept in his Court all the youths of the country between 
twelve and twenty years of age, and when he thought 
proper selected a number who had been well instructed 
in the description of paradise. He gave them a beverage 
which threw them into a deep sleep, then carried them 
into the garden and made them be awakened. When any 
one of them opened his eyes, saw this delightful spot, and 
heard the delicious music and songs, he really believed 
himself in the state of blessedness. When again, how* 
ever, he fell asleep, he was brought out into the castle, 
where he awoke in great wonder, and felt deep regret at 
having left that delightful abode. He then went humbly 
to the Old Man, worshipping him as a prophet. Being 
asked whence he came, he told that he had been in the 
paradise described by Mohammed, relating all he had 
seen, and saying that he desired much to die and return 
thither. The chief then named to him a great lord whom 
he wished him to kill. The youth cheerfully obeyed, and 
if in the act be was taken and put to death, he suffered 
with exultation, believing that he was to go into the 
hap^ place. If, after performing the deed, he escaped, 
the Old Man received him with the greatest honour, and 
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when he wished to destroy another chief, employed him 
afresh, saying that he was sent into paradise. Thos 
scarcely any person could escape being slain, when the 
Old Man of the Monntain desired it ; and many barons 
became vassals to him through the dread of thos losing 
their lives.* 

XIX.— How Alau took and killed the Old Man of the Mountaixu 

Having now told you of the Old Man of the Mountain 
and his assassins, you shall hear Kow he was killed. I 
had forgot to mention, that he had other old men placed 
under him, one of whom he sent into the country of Da- 
mascus, and the other into Kurdistan. But now let us 
come to his destruction. It was in 1262 tbat Alau, the 
Lord of the East, having heard of his wicked deeds, de- 
termined to destroy him. He sent his generals with a 
great body of men, who besieged the castle full three 
years, and then could only reduce it by famine. Alaodin 
being taken, was killed, with all his people, and since 
that time there has been no assassin; and thus ended 
his dominion and his wickedness, f 

XX.^Of a certain City named Saptu^n. 

When a man departs from that castle, he rides through 
beautiful hills covered with rich herbage, with fruits and 
all things in great abundance. The country extends to a 

* The dynaatj of the lamailies or Assaaains ia fiunona in the hiatovy 
of Asia. Among the great men who fell its victims are mentioned Moa- 
tarsched, caliph of Bagdad ; a son of the Caliph Mostali ; Nizam vl 
Mulk, a famous Turkish vizier ; a reis of Ispahan and one of Tatuis ; 
a mufti of Casbin. Count Boni consideis the castle to haye been some- 
where between Casbin and Amol. Mr. Marsden while he admits the 
particulars here given to coincide with the general belief of Aaia, con- 
siders them extravagant and incredible. We reaUy see nothing verr 
improbable in such a scheme being adopted by a daring and crafty chie^ 
having to do with a simple and credulous race. That writer and Be 
Guignes suppose that Alaodin merely introduced these youths into his 
palace, and by indulging them in every luxury made them zealous in 
his service. We cannot but observe, that such treatment would rather 
tend to enervate and attach them to life, than impel them thua wildly 
to renounce it. The term assassin does not occur in Ramuaio, but is 
found in the earlier editions. 

t Alau, as formerly noticed, is Hoolaku, brother to Mangou the su- 
preme khan, who sent orders to him to proceed against this atroeiona po- 
tentate. The latter was for some time protected by Baatu, and his suo- 
cessor Barka ; but in 1255 -{for the date of the text, as in other inatanoea, 
u incorrect}, Hoolaku invested the castle, and, after a siege of tweutj^ 
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journey of six days> and contains cities the inhabitants of 
which adore Mohammed. Yet sometimes you find a des- 
ert of fifty or sixty miles, without water, which men must 
carry with them. When the traveller has rode six days 
through the country now described, he finds a city called 
Sapurgan.* It has great abundance of all things, among 
which are the finest melons in tbe world in great plenty, 
and they are preserved in this manner : The people cut 
them all round like cucumbers, and dry them in the sun, 
when they become sweeter than honey, and are sold 
through aU the country. Here is fine hunting of beasts 
and birds. Now I will go on to another city named Balkh. 

XXI.— Of the City of Balkb. 

Balk is a great and noble town, and was anciently still 
more so ; but the Tartars have spoiled and wasted it, so 
that many beautiful houses and palaces of marble are now 
destroyed, t It was here, as I was told by the people, that 
Alexander took to wife the daughter of Darius. The peo- 
ple revere Mohammed ; and at this point ends the domin- 
ion of the Eastern Tartars, this city being the boundary of 
Persia, between north-east and east. Now let us tell of 
another countiy named Dogana. On leaving Balkb, you 
ride two days between north-east and east and find no 
habitation, because the people have all fled to the for- 
tresses in the mountains for the fear of wicked men, who 
lay waste the land. There is no want of water or game, 
and lions are also seen. No food is to be procured, but 
travellers must carry it both for themselves and their 
horses. 

■«T«n monthB, redaoed it by famine. Rokneddin, who had nioceeded to 
• AlaodiQ, was cairied with hie family to Karakonim, where they were 
•U pat to death. It may be observed, that the term " old man,'* is aa 
improper translation of sbeik, chief, or ruler.— Marsden, pp. 119, ISO. 

* Tikis is evidently Shibbergann, a town near Balkh. The period of 
twelve days seems too small ; though, as already observed, the journey 
was ptfAMbly from the eastern instead of the western part of Khorasan. 
It may be suspected, too, that the interval of desert has been omitted. 

t Balkh, one of the most ancient and celebrated cities of Asia, but 
which has suffered severely in modem times by its exposure to Tartar 
inranon. After beinff restored to some degree of prosperity by a late 
nlMT, Killich Ah. it has been nearly rained by the violence of Murad 
Bag, the chief of Eoondooz. Moorcroft reckoned it to contain oidy a 
tiurasaiid families, and, what is iincular, coold diaoover no monoments 
tiwnamt gnndeor.— YoL ii. p. 49£ 
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XXII.— Of the CMtk of Taikan. 

When a man has rode these two days, he finds a cas- 
tle called Taikan,* where there is a great corn-market, 
and the country round is fine. The mountains towards 
the south are very high, and formed entirely of 8alt,t 
which is the best in the world, and people come for it 
from a distance of thirty days' journey round. It is so 
hard, that it can be broken only by great iron hammers ; 
and there is. enough to supply the whole human race till 
the end of time. Departing from that city, you go three 
days north-east, through a fipe country, well planted 
with grain and fruits. The people who are followers of 
Mohammed, are wicked and murderous. They spend 
much time in the tavern, for they have abundance of 
good wine, well prepared. They wear nothing on their 
heads but a cor4 ten palms long wrapt round it. Th^ 
are good hunters, ,and thus supply themselves with veni- 
son ; but have no clothing except the skins of animals. 



XXIIL— Of tlM City of S 

When a man travels three days, he finds a city named 
Scalisem,! which is on the plain, while the others are on 

* See in a note on tlie followii^ chapter a diflcnwioa as to the place 
here named. 

t There appears no doubt that the immense salt formation which 
begfins at Kalabagh, on the western bank of the Upper Indus, extendi 
northward to this quarter. South of .Koondooz, Mr. Wood found the 
Talley uf Shor-Ab, or the Salt Water, which draining the mountains 
of Eshk Meshk, becomes thus impregnated with the mineral contained 
in them.— Pp. 131, 409. 

t There seems here a serious difficulty, in which Marsden and Boni 
could not give us any assistance, as they were destitute of the precise 
local information recently furnished by Mooreroft and Wood. If we as^ 
sume Taikan to be Khoolloom, and Scassem to be Koondoosi, and then 
leckon the three days from the last to Badaksfaan, the itinerary will 
exactly correspond with the geography of the country. But the names 
' hare no resemblance, while they are found almost identical in two other 
points of the territory ; Tai-kan in Talikan, and Scassem in bh-kasha. 
Vet this space would occmpy about twenty journeys ; while the first 
place would be on the border of Badakshan, the latter on its eastern. 
Instead of three days short of its western froatier. The perplexity is 
increased by variation of texts ; for the French, the Crusoa, and tin 
Pucci, have twelTe days from Balkh to Tai-kan, which would carry the 
traveller to Talikan ; but the three days thence to Ish-kashm wontd be 
Terv inadequate, while the relation with Badakshaa would be ^te 
broken up.. Pipino, the Basle, the Pahs Latin, and the Riecardnio, dl 
agree vrith Ramusio in the tioe d»vs.. The French^ ftilaoftoa in mun- 
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the mountains, and through it flows a considerable river. 
There are here many porcupines, and when the hunters 
set their dogs upon them, the hogs collect together and 
push their spines against their assailants, and oAen hurt 
them severely.* This Scassem is a large province, and 
the shepherds dwell in cavei;ns on the mountains, which 
are easily formed, being wholly of earth, and make large 
handsome habitations. t When a man leaves this city, 
he travels three days without finding a house, or any 
thing to eat or drink, being obliged to carry provisions 
with him, and he then enters the district of Badascian. 

XXIV.— Of the Profvince of Badascian. 

Badascian is a large province, whose people adore Mo- 
hammed, and have a language of their own. It is gov- 
erned by kings descended from Alexander and the daugh- 
ter of Darius lord of Persia, and all these kings are called 
in Saracen Zulcamem, which means in their language Al- 
exander.t In this country occur the precious stones called 

ben ; and the old words ctoze, twelve, and doUf two, might in bad MS., 
be easily mistaken. The description of Scassem, as situated in a large 
plain, with a river running through it, corresponds exactly to Koon- 
dooz. Ish-kashm, indeed, has also these features, but not so remarkably ; 
and the ruby mines in its vicinity would surely have been mentioned. 
On the whole, I cannot doubt that Khoolloom and Koondooz are the two 
stations : thongh how these names have been applied to them, must 
be submitted to the decision of oriental scholars. Places in Asia, at the 
distance of five centuries, are subject to great variation of nomenclature. 

* Mr. Wood (p. 249) mentions the great facility afforded by the hog- 
tracks in travelling over the snow, thoee animals being so numerous, 
fhat they had trodden it down like a flock of sheep. He does not ex- 
{Mnessly say that they were hedgehogs. 

t Mr. Wood does not fully confirm this, but describes them as always 
built on the slope of a hill and sunk two feet under ground. They are 
spSfCious, containing under one roof compartments for difierent related 
families. To form such houses on this site, much excavation must have 
been employed.— pp. 209-271. 

t This descent is still confidently claimed by several mountaiu'chiefs, 
in this and the adjacent territories. It is even admitted fay the people, 
among whom it procures great respect. Reports have also been received 
that these tribes remained Pagan amid surrounding Moslems, and had a 
peculiarity of lan^age and manners, which might, it was supposed, 
mftrk a Greek origin. Of this, Mr. Wood (p. 241-271), on attentive ex- 
amination, could discover no trace. They appeared to him merely the 
Tajiks, or natives, who had been driven by Moslem conquest into these 
mountain recesses. The claim appeared to him to rest merely on the 
r^ipie reverence there entertained for the name <tf Sekander Zool Kur- 
aein. It probably, however, arose under the Greek kingdom established 
ia Bactxia (Balkh) soon after Alexander's death, which comtinaed seve- 
S 
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haloMth which are yerj beautiful and yduable. Thejr 
are found in the rocks of a mountain called liighinan, 
and are cut out of very deep caverns, as is done by those 
who work silver mines. Know, too, that the king makes 
them be worked out for himself, and no other man may 
cut out balasiu on that mountain, on pain of death. His 
majesty sends them as presents to other princes and great 
lords, either as homage, or in token of friendship, and he 
likewise sells them for gold and silver. The prohibition 
is enforced that they may continue valuable ; for if all 
persons were allowed to dig for them, they would be quite 
depreciated.* You must likewise know, that in other 
mountains of the same country are found the stones of 
which ultramarine is made, and it is the finest and best in 
the world, t There are also lofty hills containing veins 
yielding silver in abundance. The country is extremely 
cold, but it breeds very good horses,^ which run with great 

nl ages powerful and fioohghing. The sovereigns would probably pass 
in the country for descendants of the Macedonian conqueror ; nor is it 
unlikely that branches of their families might intermarry with great 
mountain-chiefs. Genealogical records in such situations are long and 
carefully preserved. 

* The Balass rubies have always been celebrated in the East. (Mars- 
den, p. 132.) Mr. Wood was disappointed in his attempt to reach them ; 
but he learned that they were on the northern bank of the Ozus, oppo- 
site to Ish-kashm, and at the western extremity of Badakshan. They 
were said to be 1200 feet above the river, either in red sandstone or lime- 
stone, largely imprecated with magnesia, forming a material easily- 



worked. The galleries were described as numerous. They have l 
ways, it should seem, continued to be a royal monopoly ; but Murad 
Beg, the tyrannical chief of Koondooz, on conquering the country, be- 
ing irritated at the small profit which the gems afforded, seized all those 
employed and sold them as slaves, so that the mines are not at present 
worked.— P. 316. 

t The lapis lazuli mines are also well known, and were found by Mr. 
Wood to the north of Badakshan, on the Kokcha, its principal river. 
They are about 1500 feet above the water, in an unstratified limestone, 
veined black and white. The rock is firat softened by fire, and then 
beaten with hammers, till tho stone is extracted. For the last four 

gars, this working also has been suroended by the caprice of Murad 
ig.-P. 263-266. 

t Mr. Wood describes the horses of this country as not possessing the 
bodv and power of those of Turkestan, but as a- small and hardy breed, 
well suited to the territory. Endurance, he says, is more valued than 
speed ; yet the latter is called into requisition, since the gallop is the usual 
lace, and distances are measured by the time they can be thus traversed, 
le says, they are shod on the fore though not on the hind feet, thus 
nly half confirming the statement of our traveller ; but there may have 
leen a change siaoe his time.— P. 911. 
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speed over these wild tracts without being shod with iron. 
There are found also the falcons called saeri, which fly 
well and swiftly ; also those called lanier ; and there is 
abundant hunting of beasts and birds. Wheat and good 
barley are plentiful ; they have no oil of olives, but make 
it from sesaroum and nuts. This kingdom has many a 
narrow pass and strong post to secure it against the en- 
trance of enemies, and the cities and castles are strongly 
built on high mountains.* The people are good archers 
and hunters, and mostly clad in the skins of beasts, on 
account of the scarcity of cloth. The great ladies, bow- 
ever, wear from sixty to a hundred yards of bombasine 
wrapped round their body, in order that they may appear 
very fat, because the men delight in such a shape, t 

On the summits of the mountains the air is so pure and 
salubrious that the inhabitants of the towns and lower 
Talleys, when attacked by fever or other inflammatory 
complaints, immediately remove thither, and in three or 
four days recover their health. Marco Polo aflSrms that 
he himself experienced its excellent eflfects ; for after be- 
ing confined nearly a year by sickness, he was advised to 
try change of air by ascending the hills, and he then im- 
mediately regained his strength.^ 

XXV.— Of the Province of Paecia. 

You are to know that ten days south from Badascian is 
a province called Pascia.^ The people have a peculiar 
language ; they are worshippers of idols, and much skOIed 
in enchantments and diabolical arts. The men wear ear- 

* The mouBtainoai character of the country and its lofty paases an 
•trikingly depicted by Mr. Wood, pp. 840, 850. 

t *< Like the mantilla of Spain," says Mr. Wood, p. 884, " the gown 
of the Uzbeck lady envelops the head as with a hood, and from about 
the ears are suspenided the sleeves, long narrow slips of cloth that sweep 
the groand, and which dangle to and fru as the portly beauty rolls along/' 

X This paragraph, found only in Ramusio, is submitted to the reader. 
Besides its absence in all the early editions, it seems mysterious when 
and, how the traveller spent so long a period in this remote region, att4 
why such a circumstance is omitted in even the slight introductory nar- 
rative of his travels. We find no recent mention of any unhealthy tracts 
in fiadakshan. Bumes (vol. ii. pp. 887, 838) describes its climate gen- 
erally as genial and delightful ; but that of Eoondooz as pestilential. 

^ The name in most editions is Bascia. That in the text is one of 
three jn the French version, here adopted as confirming what we have 
no doubt is the just opinion of Mr. Marsden, that the place indicated ia 
Feshawer. Then is no other in that quarter possessing the imuortance 
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ringR and buckles of gold and silver, with pearls and pre- 
cious stones. They are a very artful and malicious peo- 
ple. The province is extremely hot, and the people live 
upon flesh and rice. Now let us leave it, and tell of an- 
other, which is distant from this seven days towards the 
south-east. 

XXVL— Of the Province of Eenmur. 

Kesimur is inhabited by idolaters, who have a language 
of their own. They have a wonderful knowledge of the 
enchantments of devils, making their images speak, and 
by sorcery changing the seasons, causing great darkness, 
and doing other wonders which could not be believed unless 
they were seen. The idols of this province are the heads 
over all the others, and went down hence to the neighbour- 
ing countries. The people are meagre and of a brown com- 
plexion ; but the females are very beautiful. They live 
on flesh and rice, and have a number of cities and cas- 
tles. They have woods and deserts, and passes so strong 
that they have little dread of an invader : their king rules 
with great justice. In this country are hermits, who ob- 
serve great abstinence in eating and drinking, and care- 
fully abstain from all offences against their faith ; and this 
is done through veneration of their gods. They have ab- 
beys and monasteries, are held in much reverence by the 
people of the country, and live to a great age.* The co- 
here ascribed to it ; and the peculiar keat is fully confirmed by Forster 
and Elphinstone, (Marsden, pp. 135, 136.) Count Boni objects that it 
ought to be on the road to Cashmere ; but this is not said in the text. 

* The description here given of this celebrated region does not exactly 
correspond to our ideas. We do not believe that Marco personidly visited 
it ; yet the lofty mountain-passes and the temperate climate are correctly 
described ; but he would, we think, have noticed, had he been there, Uie 
beauty and fertility of its valley. Moorcrofl states that the inhabitants, 
of the cities at least, ave slightly made, and that their complexion varies 
from dark to olive. The beaoj^ of the females, so celebrated in the East, 
is mentioned in the French, drusca, and Pucci, and, though expunged 
from ^e others, is again noticed in Ramusio. But the sacred character 
ascribed to the region, and its being a chief seat of the Boodhist religion 
here evidently described, is not confirmed by recent authorities. Both 
Forster and Moorcroft intimate that no oriental nation is so indifferent 
upon such subjects. (Marsden, p. 140 ; Moorcroft, vol. ii. pp. 128, 129.) 
Marsden. however, has quoted testimonies from the Ayin Akbari and 
Abu'lfazI, to its having, even in the sixteenth century, borne this reli- 
gious reputation. In 1585, however, it was subjected to the Mogul em- 
Sijre, and became the favourite summer residence of the princes of that 
jnasty. The presence of a Mohammedan court, the most splendid and 
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ral brought from our land is sold more readily there than 
in any other nation. From this place you may go to 
the sea of India, and if we went farther we should enter 
into that country ; but being to return that way, we will 
then describe it in due order, and now go back to Badas- 
cian. 

XXVII.— Of the Countries of Vokhab, Pamier, and Belor. 

When a man departs from Badascian, he goes twelve 
days between north-east and east, along a river which 
belongs to a brother of the lord of that land. There are 
many castles, and a good number of inhabitants, who are 
valiant and adore Mohammed. He then comes to a prov- 
ince fiamed Vokhan, not very large, being only three days' 
journey in every direction. The people are of the same 
description, and subject to the ruler of Badascian.* Wild 
beasts and birds of every kind for hunting are most abun- 
dant. Having left this place, and travelled three days, 
always over mountains, he ascends to a district which is 
said to be the highest in the world, t Here he finds a plain 
between two vast hills, through which flows a very fine 
river, issuing from a large lake ;t and it is the best pas- 
turage in the world, for a lean animal becomes fat here in 

horarions in the East, was rery inconsistent with the maintenance of an 
ascetic saperstition. Under its influence was seemingly formed that in- 
fidel and licentious character which now distinguishes the people. There 
are remains of splendid temples, but in ruin. (Moorcroft, toI. ii. p. 355.) 
The absence, too, of all mention of the shawl manufacture is remarka^ 
ble ; but thit splendid fabric may have grown under the patronage af- 
forded by the imperial residence, as it has declined since that was ^th- 
drawn. 

* This is WaUian, extending exactly, as here described, along the 
banks of the Upper Oxas. The inhabitants are Mohammedans, and re- 
semble their neighbours, though living in a somewhat ruder style. They 
are at present governed bjr a separate chief.— Wood, p. 309, Ac. 

t Strong as this expression is, it is nearly correct ; for, as a table-land, 
only that of Bolivia, which was unknown to our traveller, could rival 
that here described. Mr. Wood estimates its several heights ivt 15,600 
feet, being almost on a level with the summit of Mont Blanc ; and the 
difBcoky of respiration incident to such high situations was decidedly 
felt. The natives call this place Boni-i-damiah, or the roof of the world. 
P. 353-363. 

X This is the Oxus issuing from the lake Sir-i-kol, fed from the per- 
petual snows of the surrounding mountains. Mr. Wood (p. 355) wss 
peculiarly struck with the accuracy of the description given by our trav- 
eUer of this spot. The mention of the lake occurs only in Ramasio, and 
if creditable to thatedition* 

82 
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ten days.* All kinds of wild animals abound ; in partic- 
ular, ft species of sheep with horns of three, four, and 
even six palms long. Tliese are formed by the shepherds 
into large spoons, out of which they eat ; and are even 
employed in enclosing the places where they keep their 
cattle. The horns are heaped up in large quantities along 
the road, for the purpose of guiding travellers diuring win- 
ter, when it is covered with snow.f While a man passes 
for twelve days along this high plain, which is called Pa- 
mier,t he sees neither habitation nor verdure, but must 
carry all his provisions along with him. No birds can live 
in this cold region ; and I can even state that the fire does 
not bum so clear nor with the same colour as in other 
places, nor does it cook victuals so well.^ Leaving tbis 
place, he has to go on forty days between north and north- 
east, and passes many rivers and deserts ; and in all this 
journey finds neither verdure nor habitation, but must 
carry all his provisions along with him. This country is 
called Belor.ll The people live in very lofty mountains, 
They are idolaters, extremely savage, violent, and cruel, 

* Mr. Wood (p. 805) was informed by tlie Kirghiz of the grass here 
being ao rich, that a sorry horse is brought into good condition in leas 
than twenty days. ** Their flocks and herds," says he, " roam oyer an 
unlimited extent of swelling grassy hills of the sweetest and richest 
pasture.** This luxuriant yegetation, caused probably by exuberant 
moisture, is remarked also in the valleys of the Himmaleh, where the 
inhabitants assert, that whatever is cropped during the day is repro- 
duced in the night.— Account of India (Edinburgh Cabinet Library) , vol. 
i. p. 32. 

T Mr. Wood (pp. 350, 351) fuQy recognises the astonishing size of these 
horns, which, projecting above the snow, often indicated the direction of 
the road ; and were diqxised in a semicircle round the summer encamp- 
ments of the Kirghiz. They belong, he says, to an animal between the 
goat and the sheep. 

% M. Humboldt seems to charge our traveller with applying this name 
to a plain, when it belongs merely to a station, situated, according to 
him, in 30^ SCK N. lat. Mr. Wood, however, who was on the spot, fully 
confirms Marco's statement (p. 331), describing Pamir as a very lofty 
table-land, stretching north from 37° 2*, consequently Humboldt's sta- 
tion was only its northern limit. — Fragmens de G6ologie et de Climate- 
logie Asiatiques (S torn. 8vo, Paris, 1831), p. 56. 

^ Humboldt (Fraarmens, Ac, pp. 56, 57) remarks that our traveller was 
the first who pointed out this circumstance, which he himself often found 
rerified in his mountain excursions. It arises, w& imagine, not as Mr. 
Marsden supposes from the severe cold, but from the thinness of the air. 

II Beloor or Beloot Taagh is the name given, to that lofty range which 
fhqtif m on the west Thibet and Chinese Turkestan. AH accounts agroe 
M to its elevated and desoUte character.. Manden, pp. 144, 145. 
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subsist by hunting, and dress themselves in the skins of 
beasts.* 

XXYIIL—Of the Pronnoe of Caacar. 
Cascar was anciently a kingdom, but is now nnder the 
dominion of thb great khan. The people adore Moham- 
med, and have cities and castles ; they are situated be- 
tween the north and east. They subsist by merchandise 
and manufactures, having also fine gardens, vineyards, 
and orchards, with a good supply of silk. The merchants^ 
in carrying on their trade, go round the whole world ; but 
they are sordid and covetous, eating and drinking very 
poorly. Some Nestorian Christians reside here, observ- 
ing their own customs and laws. The people have a lan- 
guage of their own ; and the province extends five days* 
journey, t Now let us leave it and speak of Samarcan. 

XXIX.— Of the City of Samaican. 

Samarcan is a very great and noble city, lying to the 

* It must 1»e confessed that Mr. Moorcroft gires rather ah opposite 
character, representing them as simple «ind peacetiil shepherds, many 
of them owning large herds and flecks. This, however, was from hear- 
say ; while Mr. Wood, who reached their country, describes them, (p, 
338) as inveterate thieves, who rifle every caravan they can master, and 
commit robberies even on each other. Mention is, however, made by 
him of a tribe called the Eazaks (pp. 337, 843), who inhabit the low 
plains along the foot of this great mountain range, and who really cor- 
respond toMr. Moorcroft*s report, being probably the race described to 
him ; but they did not come under the view of our traveller. 

t This city and territory, called commonly Cashgar, is mentioned by 
Ptolemy as the country of the Casii, and by Ibn Haukul and Edrisi un- 
der the name of Chage ; but Ritter (Asien, vol. vii. p. 409) justly ob- 
serves, that our traveller is the first who has given any distinct account 
of it. The place is still the most important in Eftstem Turkestan, re- 
taining a great trade, particularly in horses, but, from causes to be af- 
terwards exidained, is now in this respect inferior to Yarcund. Hum- 
boldt supposes it to contain 15,000 houses and 80,000 inhabitants (Frag- 
ments, &c., p. 250) ; but Bumes (vol. ii. p. 230), while estimating^ Yar- 
eund at 50,000, considers it the more populous of the two. AU this te¥- 
rilory, in the middle of the eighteenth century, was independent ; but 
in 1757 the Mantchoo rulers of China, taking advantage of internal dis- 
sension's, reduced it to subjection. They merely hold it, however, ia 
military occupation, allowing the Mussulman magistrates to administer 
the government. Mr. Fraser (Travels in Khorasan, App. pp. 114, 115) 
connders them thus in a happy situation ; yet they themselves thought 
otherwise, since in 1827 they raised a formidable insurrection, but being- 
trabdued, their leader was Uken and put to death. This city, now the 
chief military station, has always a garrison of 5000 Chinese.— BumeSf 
fd u p. 23a-231 
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south, inhabited by Christians and Saracens. The peo- 
ple are governed by a nephew of the great khan, who, 
however, is not his friend, but is in open hostility againat 
him. I have to tell you a great wonder which happened 
in this city. You must know that not very long since, 
Ciagatai, brother to the great khan, became a Christian, 
and was lord of that, and of many other countries. The 
believers of Samarcan rejoiced greatly at his conversion, 
and erected a large church in honour of it, bearing the 
name of St. John the Baptist. They took a large and 
line stone belonging to the Saracens, and made it the base 
of a column, which rose in the middle of the edifice, and 
supported the whole roof. Now it came to pass that Ci- 
agatai died, whereupon the Mohammedans, having been 
moch enraged at this stone being taken for the use of the 
church, consulted with each other how to recover it by 
force. This they could now easily do, being ten to one 
of their adversaries. Several of their elders went and 
told the Christians that they wished to receive back the 
slab which had been formerly theirs. The latter answer- 
ed, that they would willingly restore it, but for the injuiy 
it would do to their building, and offered to pay a fair 
price for it. The others replied, that they wished neither 
gold nor treasure, but must have their stone. The gov- 
ernment now belonged to the nephew of the great khan, 
who commanded that within two days it should be re- 
stored. When the Christians received that order, they 
were much grieved, and knew not what to do. They 
went, however, and with many tears implored John the 
Baptist to relieve them in this tribulation. On the morn- 
ing of the day when the stone was to be returned, the 
piUar, by the power of our Lord, rose up at least three 
palms, and supported itself as weU as when the stone was 
beneath it, and has continued to do so till this day. This 
was and still is accounted one of the greatest miracles 
that ever happened in the world.* Now let me tell you 
of a province which is called Yarcan. 

* It wu a oonridenble disappomtment, when expeetincf a descriptioi^ 
of this celebrated Asiatic capital, to find only the ridiculous legend her» 
narrated. Ciagatai, oommonly called Zagatai, was one of iae sons of 
Gengia, who actually held sway in this region. According to the histo* 
Ties, he usually resided with his brother Okkoday, but he might visit 
ooctaionally thia fine possession. Mr. MarsUeu repels the idea of his 
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XXX.— Of the Province of Tarcan. 

Tarcan* is a province five days* journey in length. The 
people obey the law of Mohammed, but there ace some 
Nestorian Christians ; they are subject to the nephew of 
the khan mentioned above. All necessaries are in great 
abundance. Cotton is also grown, and the inhabitants 
are skilful artisans. They suffer severely by swellings 
in the legs and in the throat, occasioned by the bad qual- 
ity of the water. Finding nothing else worth mention- 
ing, I shall go on to Cotan. 

i XXXI.— Of the great Province of Cotaiu 

Cotan is a province between north-east and east, and 
is eight days' journey in length. The people adore Mo- 
hammed ^ they have a number of cities and castles. The 
capital is a noble town, called by the name of the king- 
dom. They have aU things in abundance, a large supply 
of silk, with vineyards and good orchards. They carry 

lieing a Christian ; yet P^tis de la Croix (Histoire de Genghiscan, p. 
100) mentions that, amid the philosophic indifference which reigned at 
his court, several members of the conqueror's family embraced this and 
other creeds. At all events, the Nestorians may have gained hiv favour 
in preference to their rivals. In regard to Marco, we may notice that, as 
on other occasions, he only displays the credulity of his age, and is mere- 
ly repeating a distant hearsay, for we can see no ground to think with Mr. 
Marsden that he ever visited Samarcand. The nephew here mention- 
ed as hostile to the great khan is doubtless Kaidu, whom we have al- 
ready seen (p. 108) making war against that monarch, and the seat of 
whose power we shall afterwards ascertain to be in this part of Tartary. 

This city, in the fourteenth century, acquired an extraordinary splen- 
dour, when Timur, after conquering the greater part of Asia, made it 
his capital ; and his tomb, a lofty edifice, still adorns it. On the break- 
ing up of his empire, it of course declined ; and when the succeeding 
princes transferred their seat of government to Bokhara, it fell into such 
decay, that its once celebrated colleges were tenanted by wild beasts. 
(Izzut Oollah, in Oriental Magazine, Calcutta, vol. iv. p. 129.) Efforts 
have recently been made, and with some success, to restore it ; yet Sir 
Alexander Bumes (vol. ii. p. 164) still reckons the population short of 
10,000. 

* Called elsewhere Carchan, Barcam, Karkan ; but the name in the 
text (from the French) comes nearest to the usual modern one of Yar- 
cmnd. This city was first known through our traveller, and since his 
time has acquired great additioxml iiitportance in consequence of its con- 
quest yyj the Chinese, who made it the exclusive seat of commerce on 
tiiis frontier, 'as Canton and Kiachta elsewhere. The population is 
reckoned by Sir Alexander Bumes at 50,000. That writer mentions the 
disease called the guinea- worm as committing great ravages in Bokha* 
rSy ind it may probably extend to this adjacent territory. 
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on merchandise and manufactures, but are not men at 
arms.* 

XXXII.— Of the Piwrince of Pein. 

Pein is a province five days' journey in length, between 
north-east and east. The people adore Mohanuned, are 
subject to the great khan, and have a number or towns 
and castles. The noblest city and capital is called by the 
name of the kingdom. Here is a river in which are Ibund 
the stones named jasper and calcedony. The people are 
Tery well supplied with necessaries, and grow a good deal 
of silk, t They live by merchandise and arts, and have a 
custom which 1 will now tell you. When a woman has 
a husband who has gone a journey, and is to be absent 
above twenty days, as soon as he has departed she takes 
another partner, being fully allowed by usage to do so ; 
while the husband, in the place where he goes, takes an- 
other wife. Know that all the provinces now described 
from Cascar to the present, and still farther on, belong to 
Great Turkey. Now let us tell of a province named Ciar- 
cian. 

* This countnr, commonly called Khoten, by the Chinese Tnthia, 
and in Sanscrit Kostana, was first pointed out to Europe by Marco, and 
is now well known as the finest tract in Eastern Tnrkestan. It is cele- 
brated for its mild climate, the copioas product of silk and wine, the in- 
dustrious and peaceable character of the inhabitants. Most writers, like 
Marco, have given the same name to the capital ; but Moorcroft's infor- 
mant caUs it Elchi, while Izzut OoUah (Oriental Magazine, vol. ir. p. 
306) has it Aichi. It is said to contain 6000 houses, and there are re- 
ported to be in it and five other cities 102,000 inhabitants. (Moorcroft, 
vol. i. p. 367-^9.) Ritter considers Khoten to contain in all about two 
and a half millions.— Asien, toL vii. p. 353. 

t The position of this city has hitherto defied conjecture ; for though 
D'Anville has laid it down (seemingly too far east), he relied upon the 
data of our traveUer. The following may throw some light on the sub- 
ject : — Timkowdd, among the cities of this quarter, mentions Ouchi 
with its dependencies, Aksou, Sairam, and Bai (rol. i. p. 390). This last, 
as in oriental names B and P may be conaidered identicHl, and a and « 
easily convertible, is in fact eq^ivalent to Pei. Again, Moorcroft gives 
the itinerary of a merchant who seems to have followed nearly in the 
steps of Marco. He describes the river which waters Khoten as meet- 
ing with another, and the united stream flowing on for six days journey, 
when it cpmes to Bai. This gives very precisely the position assigned 
by our tniveller to Pein. The omamenUj stones mentioned are found 
in the Khoten rivers, and as the waters flow on to Bai, are likely to oc- 
cur there also. They are named bv Moorcroft (vol. i. p. 375) jasper 
agate ; by Timkowski, yu or oriental jade. The latter (vol. i.-^p. 395) 
relates that thev are obtained in the bed of the stream by diving, a^d 
are variously coloured with white, green, yellow, and vermilion. 
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XXXin.— Of the Province of Ciaraan. 

Ciarcian is a proyince of Great Torkej, lyings between 
north-east and east, with a capital cityuf the same name. 
The people adore Mohammed, and have a good number 
of towns and castles. There is a river bringing jasper 
and calcedony, which, being of excellent qaality, they 
take to sell in Cathay, and thus make great profit. This 
province is sandy, as well as the whole road from Cotan 
hither ; and much of the water is bad and bitter, bat in 
various places it is good. When an enemy passes through 
the country, they flee with their wives, children and cat- 
tle, two or three days' journey through the sand to places 
abounding in fine water and pasturage ; and no one can 
tell where they have gone, because the wind blowing the 
sand obliterates all traces of their march, and they thus 
escape the invader. But when a friendly army passes 
through, they send away only the beasts, because the 
troops^ would take and eat them, without any payment.* 
After departing from Ciarcian, you go five days through 
the waste, finding the water bad and bitter, but occasion- 
ally sweet and good. At the end of these five days you 
come to a city which lies at the commencement of the 
great desert, wherein provisions are laid in for its pas- 
sage, and therefore I must tell you about it. 

XXXIV.— Of the City aod Deaeit of Lopw 

Lopt is a large city at the entrance of the great desert 
bearing its name, and lying between the east and north- 
east. It belongs to the Ichan, and the people adore Moham- 

* This place is the same -called in the common mafiB Harashar, bat 
by Izzat Oollah j( Oriental Magazine, vol. iv. p. 203) and Moorcrot's fin- 
former, Karashehr, Which is explained to mean the " Black City." It 
is described as seated on a large navigable river, formed by the junction 
of those flowing respectively from Knoten and Yarkund. Timkowski 
(vol. i. p. S88) describes it as abounding with good pasturage and wa- 
ter j( bat this probablv applies only to the district around the capital. It 
seems odd tiiat Mr. Marsden should refer it to the Chen>chen of De Guig- 
nes, which he afterwards, with better reason, applies to a quite differ- 
ent territory. 

t The lake of Lop is a oonspicuoas feature shown in the Jesuits' map, 
aal called by Timkowski (vol. i. p. 389) Lob-nor. It appears to be the 
finyl receptacle of the united streams flowing from Khoten, Tarcund, and 
Cpshgar. The town of Lop is not any where mentioned ; bat it is proba- 
ble there should be one on this site ; and the present route, as we shall 
haare afaia occasion to observe, is very little neqaeuted. 
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med. You must know that those persons who wish to pass 
this tract rest in the city a week to refresh themselves 
and their cattle ; then, having taken a month's provisions 
and provender, they enter upon the desert, which I assure 
you is so extensive that if a man were to travel through 
its whole length, it would employ a year ; and even at its 
smallest breadth, a month is requisite.* It consists alto- 
gether of mountains and valleys of sand, and nothing is 
got to eat ; but after travelling a day and night, you find 
sweet water sufficient for from fifty to a hundred men, 
with their animals. A larger body could not be supplied. 
Thus, water is seen daily, or altogether in about twenty- 
eight places, and except in three or four it is good. Beasts 
or birds there are none, because they could not find food ; 
but there is a great wonder which I must now tell you. 
When a party rides by night through this desert, and any 
one lags behind, or straggles from his companions through 
sleep or any other cause, when he seeks to return to them, 
he hears spirits speak to him in such a manner that they 
seem to be his comrades, and they frequently call him by 
name, and thus lead him out of his way so that he never 
regains it, and many persons are thus lost and perish. I 
must tell you, too, that even by day you hear these voicest 

* The great desert of Gobi or Shamo, extends fiiom the sonrcea of the 
Amour to the borders of Thibet, in a direction between north-east and 
south-west. The entire leugth cannot fall much short of 2000 miles, 
which perhaps could not be easily trarersed in much less than a year. 
We never heard, however, of any one who followed such a course, the 
^ject being generally to cross it on the way to China. On this long line 
it varies much both as to breadth and sterility, generally increasing to- 
wards the south, and in proportion to its distance from the branches of the 
Altai. The quarter where it was crossed by Marco appears to have been 
peculiarly formidable, and we shall immediately observe that another has 
been more generally followed ; but the present was probably chosen as 
the most direct. 

t This passage no doubt bears a stamp of the age and region ; yet when 
we consider the dreary situation of one who, in the depth of night, should 
be separated from his company in the midst of this vast wilderness, we 
can little wonder that the iUusions here described should arise. Nor is 
it surprisiiw that even during the day, when trav^ing amid the deep 
silence of the desert, mysterious noises should be conjured up or exag- 
gerated. Mr. Wood, in a somewhat similar tract, was assured, and found 
some reason to believe, that a peculiar sound accompanies the march of a 
caravan, arising seemingly from a stream of sand raised by the move- 
ment of so many animals. It was chiefly sensible on a slope ; probably 
too where there is a mixture of flints or pebbles.-»Pp. 181, 182. 
'^^In Ramusio this account is expanded into cooridAxably greater eiofcrwr* 
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of spirits, and even tamboars, and many other instru- 
ments sounding. They find it necessary, also, before 
going to rest at night,, to fix an advanced signal, pointing 
out the course to be afterwards held ; likewise to attach. 
a bell to each of the animals, that they may be more easily 
kept from straggling. In this manner, amid much danger 
and fear, this desert is passed. Now we must tell you 
of the countries that lie on the other side. 

XXXV.— Of the Province of Tangnt and City of Saochion. 

When you have rode thirty days through this desert, you 
find a city named Sacchion,* which belongs to the khan. 
The province is called Tangut,t and the people are idola- 
ters, mixed with some Nestorian Christians and Saracens. 
The first have languages of their own ; they subsist not 
by merchandise, but by the grain which they produce from 
the earth. They have many abbeys and monasteries, all. 
full of idols of various shapes, to which they offer frequent 

•gance. It is aaid— '* In the night they are peraiwded they hear the sormd 
of a large cavalcade am the one aide or the other of the road. Sometimea 
likewise by day the spirits assume the appearance of their travelling com- 
panions, who address them by name, and endeavour to conduct them out 
<^ the pnqper road. Some also are said, in crossing the desert, to have 
aeen what appeared a body of armed men advancing towards them, and, 
apprehensive of being attacked and plundered, have taken to flight." It 
•eemed unfair to our traveller to incorporate these statements with his 
text ; but we have given tiie following sentence, which may be founded 
on real information, 

* This i« uadoabtedly Cha-tcheou or Sha-shew, a sort of advanced post 
of China, on the eastern border of the deseit. 

t Tangut is one of the most celebrated names in the history and geo- 
^[nphy of Asia during the middle ages. Klaproth (Journal Asiat. vol. 
xi. p. 461, dec.) estimates it as extending between 33^ and 45^ N. lat. 
and from 13^ to 33^ long. W. from Pekin. He considers it as including 
tke country of the Eighurs, with the northern part of China as far as 
the Hoaag-ho. He divides it into four provinces : Kamul, Barkoul (or 
TchLnsi), Turfan, and Ouroumpsi. It composed the once powerful king- 
dom of the Hia, a people who seem distinctly traced to their origin in 
Great Thibet. Being, according to Klaproth, driv«a tiience, they mi-v 
giated northward, and not only occupied this part of Central Asia, but 
overran afterwards a great extent of the empire. They brought with 
them from its central seat the Boodhist superstition, here indicated by 
the extensive monasteries uid various rites. Marco thus proves his ae- 
cozate observatifflk ; for, in crossing the desert, he had len behind him 
Turkestaa, where the Mussulman faith had been generally established. 
De Guignes (quoted by Boni, vol. ir. p. 96) states tneir original name to 
haye been Tanh-hiang, changed for the country inte Tangut and for the 
people into Hia. Their power was completely oiished by Gengis and 
hi* MiccesBon, and tiie veiy aaiM of Tangut has gnuhully died awaj. 
T 
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sacrifices and homage. Every man' who has children 
rears a sheep, and at a particular festival at the end of 
the year, leads them along with that animal into the pres- 
ence of the god, to whom they all perform reverence. 
They cook the sheep and offer it very humbly before the 
idol, leaving it while they make their prayers for the safe- 
ty of their children. They then take the meat and carry 
- it to the house, or wherever they please, send for their 
relations, and eat it with great joy and respect. They 
•afterwards collect the bones, and preserve them with 
much diligence. You must know likewise, that when 
any one of them dies, his body is burned, and after he is 
carried to the place for this last ceremony, they erect in 
the middle of the path a house of cane, covered with 
< cloths of silk and gold. When the dead man is laid before 
this ornamented house, they place before him wine and 
victuals, believing that he will be similarly honoured in 
the other world. At the place of burning, too, they cut in 
P4per, men, horses, camels, and coins of the size of be- 
zants, convinced that the deceased will possess all these 
things in the future state. On this occasion, all the in- 
struments in the land are sounded before the corpse. I 
must tell you, too, that after death the relations send for 
the astrologer, who is informed of the day, month, and 
year of his nativity, and then divines, by his diabolical art, 
the day on which Uie burning ought to take place. If it 
should be a week, a month, or six months, they keep it 
all that time, and never bum it till the appointed day. 
During this interval, they deposit it in a large box covered 
with cloth, and so preserved with crocus and other spices 
that no stench arises. Throughout this period, they place 
daily before the box meat and drink, and leave it there for 
some time, till they think he has eaten it. These sor- 
cerers, too, often tell the relations that the dead body 
must not be carried out by the main door, but by a private 
one, or even through a breach in the wall.* All the idol- 
aters in the world proceed in this manner. Now I must 
go to another city which lies to the south, near the ex- 
tremity of this desert. 

* Mr. Manden (p. 169) has quoted good authorities for the observance 
«f JIloM ooramunies in Thibet, the chief seat of the religioa of the 
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XXXVl.— Of the City of Kamul. 

Kamul* is a province, formerly a kingdom, containing 
cities and castles, with a capital of the s^me name. It 
stands between two deserts, the great one already de- 
scribed, and a smaller one, extending three days* journey. 
The people are all idolaters and have a peculiar language ; 
they live by the fruits of the earth, having enough to eat, 
and also to sell to the passenger. They are men of great 
gaiety, thinking of nothing but to sound musical instru- 
ments, to sing, dance, and delight their hearts. When 
a stranger comes to lodge in a house, the master is high- 
ly pleased, and leaves him with liis wife, desiring her to 
treat him in every respect as a husband, while he himself 
goes afld spends two or three days elsewhere. All the 
men of the province proceed in this manner, and do not 
aeeouDt it any disgrace. The women are handsome, gay, 
aad fond of diversion . Now, when Mangou Khan reigned 
as sire of the Tartars, it was reported to him how the 
people of Kamul gave over their wives to strangers, when 
he sent orders that, under a severe penalty, travellers 
should not be henceforth entertained in this manner. 
When they received this injunction, they were greatly 
grieved, held a council, and did what I will now tell you. 
They made up a large present, and sent it to Mangou, 
praying that he would allow them to treat their wives 
according to the custom handed down to them by their 
ancestors, who, for this kindness to strangers, had gained 
the favour of their idols, and their com and other crops 
had greatly multiplied. When he heard this message, he 
said, <*Since you are so bent on your own shame, let it be 

* Called also Khaznil, softened by the Chinese to Hamil. The travel- 
ler here, and we suspect in his next chapter, evidently turns aside from 
his route to describe remarkable objects. This city bein^, as he jiistly 
states, north-'west from Cha-tcheou, could not have been visited without 
a setrograde movement, and without again crossing and recrossing the 
desert. His father and uncle, however, might very likely have passed it 
in their journey out or home. Being, as here described, situated in a 
sort of oasis, it afibrds the means of crossing the waste with greater &- 
cility, and therefore, though circuitous, is generally preferred. It was 
taken by the ambassadors of Shah Rokh, and by Goez (Marsden, p. 173) ; 
also by Jzzut 0<dlah. Moorcroft's informant, after following our travel- 
ler's route to Karashehr, then struck northward to Ouchi, and thence 
crossed the desert to Kamul. (Vol. i. p. 378.) The latter, according to 
IVmkowaki <vpl. ii. p. 366), is still equally frequented, the concourse of 
easKWOM giviag it the appearasce of a laige capital. 
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:B0.^ He allowed them, therefore, to do as they pleased 
and hence they have always maintained this custom.^ 

XXXV II.— Of the Prormce of Gingbintalas. 

Ginghintalast is a province which is near the desert, 
between north and south, sixteen days* journey in extent, 
and subject to the great khan. It contains cities, castles, 
and three descriptions of men» idolaters, adorers of Mo- 
bammed, and Nestorian Christians. On the borders of it, 
towards the north, is a mountain containing a very abun- 
dant vein of copper and antimony. There is also one 
from which is made the salamander ; but do not suppose 
this is the animal so called, for no creature can live in fire, 
because it is compounded of the four elements. It is only 
through ignorance that the salamander is called an ani- 
' mal ; and a Turk, named Zurticar, who was very learned,, 
and governor of this province for three years under the. 
great khan, being much employed in working the mines, 
gave me an account of it. When this ore is taken from 
the mountain, and is broken, it strings together, and forma 
a thread like wool. Being then dried, |)ounded in a large 
mortar, and washed, there remains that thread of which I 
have spoken. Being then woven like wool, it fonns clothe 
which is dingy in colour at first, but when placed and left 
some time in the fire, it becomes white as snow, without 
dirt or stain. This is the truth of the salamander, and 
every thing else said about it is mere fable. I can tell 

* This degnding pnustice, as foimeilj obaenred, w but too comnofn at 
great carayan-stations, especially when- merchanta remain a considem- 
ble time. Sir A. Barnes (vol. ii. p. 232) mentions, that the system of 
temporary wives prevails even at Yarcund. The superstitious motiv» 
alleged vras doubtless oonjared up to conceal a still baser one. In Ra- 
musio, it is asserted that thay obeyed the command of the khan three 
jvars ; but that the earth ceased to yield its accustomed fniits, and va- 
rious unfortunate events occurred, which induced them to send the dep- 
tttation mentioned in the text. No such statement is to be found in any 
early edition. 

t In the Crusca and Pipino, Chinchit*Us. De Guignes and Marsden 
■ugfgeat Chen-chen, or Leou-lan. to the south of Kamul. Count Bani 
points it out on the Jesuits' map, in about 40O N. lat. and IfiO long., W. 
ftom Pe-king. I incline to mention Barkoul, called l^ the Chinesa 
*;f»»*«i, a province of Tangut, elevated and cold, about 100 miles N. 
W. of Kamul. (Klaproth, as above ; Ritter, Asien, vol. i. p. 379.) Th* 
expreaaioM seem to indicate a site beyond Kamul, and the hiUy charao* 
min raLL* *'""'* "^**'*^ *ccord better with its contaixuns remaxkahba 
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yo«, too, that at Rome there is a cloth* which the great 
khan sent to the pope as a costly present, and the sudari- 
um of oiir Lord w&s placed within it. Now let us tell you 
of other provinces to the south-east and east. 

XXXVIII.—Of the Province of Snceiur. 

When you have departed from the province now de- 
scribed, you go ten days in the same direction. In all 
that way there are few habitations, nor does any thing 
occur worth mentioning. You then find a district .called 
Sncciurt with a capital of the same name. The people 
are Christians, and idolaters, and under the great khan. 
All the three provinces last described belong to the gene- 
ral one named Tangut. Through all its mountains, rhu- 
barb is found in great abundance, and the merchants pur- 
chase and cany it over the whole world, t They cannot, 
however, take this road through the mountains with any 
animals but those accustomed to the country, because a 
poisonous j)lant grows there, which, when eaten, causes 
the hoofs to drop off; but the native cattle, having learn- 
ed its dangerous quality, carefully avoid it.^ They liva 
by the fruits of the earth, but attend little to merchandise. 
Now I most tell you of another city. 

XXXIX.— Of the Province of Canpicion. 

Canpicion is a great and noble town, chief and capital' 
of the whole province of Tangut. The people are idola- 
ters, and there are some who adore Mohammed, and also- 

* The later editions exhibit a striking proof of the manner in which the< 
author has suffered b;^ the corruption of his text. In Pipino and Ramu- 
■io the paragraph begins by saying, that '* cloth is made of salamander*.'*' 
This has been treated as an instance of gross credulity. In the present: 
text, from the French and Crusca, the name of the animabis evidentlr- 
introduced as a simile, and the idea of its actaal existence treated witht 
contempt. The mineral here mentioned is the asbestos, distinguished by 
its peculiar qualities of separating into threads which can be woven into* 
cloth, and of being incombustible. It is now well known, and specimen«< 
are preserved in the British Museum and other places. 

t In the French Suctuir, in Ramusio Succuir. The name in the text! 
18 taken from the Crusca, as coming nearest to that of the place undoubt- 
edly meant, which is Sou-tcheou, the first on that extreme north- westenv 
part of the province of Shen-see which projects far out into Tartary. 

t This plant is still produced here of peculiar excellence, and is tk 
leading article in the trade with the Russians at Kiachot. Marsden, 
p. 180. ^ 

4 This sentence occurs only in Ramusio, and Mrv Mandea nas not beaa 
gble to find any eonfinaation of the fact. 
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Christians who have three large and beantiful churches.* 
The first have monasteries and abbeys according to their 
custom, with a very great number of idols, some of which, 
I assure you, are ten paces high, severally formed of wood, 
of earth, and of stone, all beautifully covered with gold 
and ivory. Their priests live more respectably than oth- 
ers, and guard themselves against luxury, though they do 
not hold it for a very great sin. They observe the lunar 
months like ours, and in one of them do not kill any beast 
or bird. For five days they eat no food that has had^life, 
and live more strictly than usual. They take sometimes 
thirty wives, or as many as they have wealth to maintain, 
and give them a dowry in beasts, slaves, and money ; but 
the first wife ranks always as the principal, f If any of 
them do not please him, she may be divorced. They mar- 
ry their cx>u8ins and even the wives of their father, and do 
not regard as sins many things which we account great 
ones ; for they live like beasts : therefore let ua leave them ' 
and go to the north, t But I must tell you that Messeri 
Nicolo, Maffio, and Marco, remained in that city a year, 

* This city, called hj RuBnno Campion, bjr the Penian «aba8aador» 
Kam-giou, hj Goez Can-ceu, is Kan-tcheou, situated farther east in the 
same projecting part of Shen-see. Petis de la Croix also calls it the 
capital of Tangut ; but perhaps he followed our traveller. According ta 
Klaproth (Jotrmal Asiat. vol. xi. p. 463), the residence of the sovereign 
of that country had been at Hing-tcheou, now Ning-hia ; but as his power 
had been for some time extinguished^ Kan-tcheou was then probably the 
chief city of the region. 

t Although our traveller had fonnerly described the Boodhist obser^ 
vances, he was struck by seeing them here on a greater scale than before. 
Large monasteries and gigantic images are its leading features, carried 
out always to the utmost extent that the means of the worshippers ad- 
mit ; they wonld therefore be more ample in this great capital than in 
the former almost desert route. The practice of polygamy startles BCr. 
Marsden as being contrary to the precepts of this religion, and its prac- 
tice in Thibet ; but there is no want of proof that the Tartars, while 
adopting its forms and observances, do not allow it to interfere with a 
habit BO rooted among them as that of taking as many wives as they are 
:able to support. Mr. Marsden himself quotes Pallas for this observation, 
which is tally confirmed by Tirokowski, vol. ii. p. 310. 

t The traveller appears at Kan-tcheou to close his itinerary into China, 
as no series of stations is thence given either to Kambalu, or to the place 
•called Clemenfu, where the partv found the emperor. He has taken ad- 
vantage, however of his long residence, either by excursions, or as we 
tather suspect by careful inquiry, to obtain information respecting the 
countries stretching from it in various directions ; and these he novt 
communicates. 
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on particular business which I need not enter into. We 
shall now go sixty days northwards. 

XL.— Of the PnmnM of EaUa. 
After riding twelve days, you come to a city named 
£zina,* which is at the northern extremity of the desert 
of sand, and still in Tangat. The people, who are idola- 
ters, breed camels and other beasts, and have falcons of 
different species and of good quality. They live by the 
fruits of the earth and cattle, and are/ also employed in 
merchandise. In this city, a man lays in provisions for 
forty days, during which time, travelling from Ezina 
northwards, there is neither habitation nor inns. But the 
people, except during summer, remain in the valleys ; and 
in the mountains they find a number of wild beasts, es* 
pecially asses : there are also pine-forests. At the end 
of these forty days they reach a northern province, and 
yon shall hear what it is. 



XLI.~-0ftheGit7af ] 

Karakorum is a city three miles in oirouit,t which was 
the first that the Tartars took when they issued from 
their country, and I am to tell you of their actions and 
manners, how they gained command, and spread them- 
selves over the world. You must know that they dwelt 
in the north, about Ciorcia, in which region are great 
plains, and no abode in cities or castles, but good pastur- 
age, large rivers, and abundance of water. They had no 
lords, yet paid tribute to the great sire, named in their 
language Unohan, whom we call Prester John« and who 

* This city, though now ruined, is mentioned in the history of Gengia 
M one of great importance, and its capture in 1224 ranks among his im- 
portant exploits. It is described as situated on a river flowing from the 
north, and falling into the Hoang-ho near Kan-tcheou.— P^tis de la 
Croix, p. 376. 

t Our readers who have perused the narratiyes of Carpini and Rubm- 
quis must be familiar with this celebrated Tartar capital. Its dimensions 
appear here exaggerated ; but probably the space occupied by the tents 
or the erratic tribes is included. Even after the removal of tne court to 
Pe-king, this place continued to possess great importance, being the resi- 
dence of a governor who possessed the power of life and death. To this 
office Kublai, in 1293, named his grand-son Temur. When that prince, 
howeyer. succeeded to the throne, and removed to China, this Tartar 
capital sunk into decay, and we are not awan of any modem notice of 
its existence. —Ritter, Asien, vol. i. p. 561. 
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is spoken of all over -the world. They paid to him one 
beast out of every ten ; but they multiplied so greatly, 
that he became afraid of them, and resolved to separate 
them into different countries ; for which purpose he sent 
his barons among them. The Tartars on hearing this 
were much grieved, and, holding a council, determined 
to flee through desert countries to the north, where be 
could not reach nor injure them. They then ceased to 
obey or pay tribute to him,* and remained thus for a long 
time. 

XLIL— On Gengia, the fint Khan of the Tartan. 

Now it happened th^t, about 1187, the Tartars appoint- 
ed a king, who was named in their language Gengis 
Khan. He was a man of great worth, sense and prowess ; 
and let me tell you, when he was elected, all the Tartars 
in the world that were scattered through those strange 
countries came and owned him as their lord. He main- 
tained his power with great vigour, and the multitudes 
who ranged under his standard were almost innumerable. 
When he saw so numerous an army, he went conquering 
other countries, and made himself master of eight provin- 
ces ; yet he neither injured nor robbed the people of any 
thing, but placing them under leaders in whom he could 
confide, led them on to other triumphs. Thus he over- 
threw, as you have heard, a multitude of nations ; and 
seeing his good command and mildness, they cheerfully 
followed him, upon which he formed the design of subdu- 
ing a great part of the world. In the year 1200, he sent 
a message to Prester John, asking his daughter to wife. 
Hereupon that monarch was very indignant, and said, — 
" What impudence is this in Gengis Khan 1 Knows he 
not that he is my man and my vassal ? Return, and tell 
him that I would burn my daughter sooner than give her 
to him, and that he deserves to be put to death as a trai- 
tor and disloyal to hi3 lord." He then desired the mes- 
sengers to depart forthwith, and never return. They 
presently went away, and coming to their master told 
him in order all that the other had said. 

* According to the learned history of P6tia de la Croix, the first atap 
in throwiDflf off the yoke of Oaanf Ehaa consisted in refusing top»y 
tnbute to hun. ^ *^'. 
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XLin.— Hit BaftOs wiOi Prester Jolm, and Vietocy ant Un. 
When Gengis Khan heard this boastful speech, his 
heart swelled, so that it almost burst within him ; for yoa 
must know he was a man of yery great pride. He then 
said to his minister, and to all about him, that he would 
not continue to hold the sovereignty, unless Prester John 
were made to pay more dearly for this villany than ever 
man did, and he must soon be made to see whether he 
was his vassal. Then he summoned round him the great- 
est army that ever was seen or heard of, and sent notice 
to Unchan that he must defend himself, as he was coming 
against him. When that prince knew certainly the ap- 
proach of Gengis with so great a force, he made light of 
it, saying, they were not men-at-arms ; yet resolved that, 
should he approach, he would do all in his power to take 
and put him to death. He then ordered all his people to 
be prepared and summoned from many and strange parts, 
and a greater host and of more formidable aspect was 
never seen. And why make a long story 1 The khan, 
with all his people, came to a great and beautiful plain, 
named Tenduc, in Prester John's country, where he pitch- 
ed his camp, and rejoiced greatly to hear that his enemy 
was coming, because it was an excellent situation for 
giving battle. He sent for his astrologers, who were 
Christian* and Saracen, and required to know which would 
conquer in that battle, he or his antagonist. The latter 
could tell nothing of the truth ; but the former showed it 
op«nly ; for they brought before him a cane, cut in the 
middle, and placed the two parts on different sides, and 
wrote the name of Gengis on one, and of Unchan on the 
other, tellinj^ him, that when they had made their enchant* 
ment, he whose cane should come above that of the other 
would conquer in battle. He desired that this should be 
shown to him as soon as possible. Then they took up 
the Psaltery, read certain portions, and performed their 
enchantment, when presently the cane on which was the 

* In the edition of Pipino and all the subeeqnent ones to Ranrasio in- 
clnsiTe, no mention ie made of the Christiana aa concerned in this con- 
joration. Snppoaine^ these editors clergymen, they might hare respect- 
able motives for suppressing facts little hononrable to the professors of 
this true faith. The text here given, however, being supponed by all 
the early authorities (the two Paris editioDs, the Cratca and FucGi), a|p 
pMis undoubtedly genuine. 
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name of Gengis, without any one touching it, joined the 
other, and mounted above it, and this was witnessed by 
all present. When he saw this, he was greatly rejoiced, 
and seeing that the Christians were men of truth, held 
them always in great honour. Two days afler, the ar- 
mies engaged, and it was the greatest battle that ever 
was fought. The slaughter was terrible on both sides ; 
but at length Gengis conquered, his enemy was slain in 
the engagement, and he himself became master of all his 
land. From that day he went on conquering many castles 
and provinces, and reigned six years ; but, at the end of 
that time, he besieged a fort, named Cangui, where he 
was wounded in the knee by an arrow, and died. This 
was a great misfortune, for he was a brave and wise 
man.* 

XLIV.— On the Khans who raigned after the Death of Gengis. 

After the death of Gengis, the next khan was Cui, the 
third Bacui, the fourth Alton, the fifth Mangou, the sixth 
Kublaiit who is greater and more powerful than all the 

* We are obliged to obserre, that the author's historical information 
dees not disj^ay the accuracy uaaaUy found iu his observations and de- 
scriptions. His early account of Gengis exhibits indeed a rode conform- 
ity with the best histories, which do not themselves rest on any yeiy 
assured basis. (See p. 43-47.) But his placing the death of that con- 
queror only six years after the conquest of this rival, and thus sixteen 
years before its real period (in 1226), appears, after all the excuses urged 
by Marsden and Bom, to be most extraordinary. Tet we can scarcely 
doubt that he would use the best means within his reach, fod can onty 
infer the gross ignorance which reigned in this splendid court, on sub- 
jects which might have beeu sapposed most deeply to interest it. It ap- 
pears, indeed, that no attempt was made to draw up a written history of 
the conquerror's exploits till the time of Ghazan Khan, whom our trar- 
eller visited on his rettim. A Mongol chief, called Poulad, then took 
extraordinary pains to collect all the traditions on the subject. — Marsden, 
p. 198. 

t Our traveller has not redeemed his historical character b^ this list 
of the great khans, successors of Gengis. He has made five instead of 
the four whom our readers may recollect, Okkoday, Cuyn^ or Kuyuk, 
Mangou, and Kublai. Two of these five also appear to have been princes 
that never reigned ; so that one is omitted. There is much appearance, 
however, as if these names had been tampered with by editors, with the 
view of accommodating them to preconceived ideas. Thus, Bakui, 
JiVenek ; Backui, Onuea; Bacchia, Pueeif becomes in RamuMto Bathyn, 
identifying him with Baatn or Bathy, so well known by his invasion of 
Europe. 1 rather suspect him, however, to be Okkoday or Oktai, placed 
crnly by mistake after instead of before Cuyn«. Again, Alton, fVenek ; 
Akxm, CHwM, becomes in RiuardvM Alan ; in Orynmu Allau, th« 
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rest ; for the other five together had not so much power 
as this Kublai ; nay, let me teU you, that all the emperors 
in the world, and all the Christian and Saracen kings, do 
not equal him, as is shown fully in our book. Now you 
must know that the great lords of the lineage of Gengis 
Khan ae buried in a lofty mountain called Altai, and 
whenever the chief lords of the Tartars die, if it should 
be a hundred days* journey distant, they must be convey- 
ed thither to be interred. I will tell you another striking 
wonder ; that when the bodies of the khans are carried 
to these mountains, the conductors put to the sword all 
the men whom they meet on the road, saying, " Go and 
serve the great lord in the other world ;" and they do the 
same to the horses, killing also for that purpose the best 
be has. You must know that when Mangou died, more 
than 20,000 men were slain, who had been met on the 
road when his body was removed to be buried.* 

ZLV. — On the Religion, Customs, and Manners of the Tartazs. 

Now since I have begun speaking of the Tartars, I will 
tell you many things about them. They abide during 
winter in plains and warm situations, where there is 
abundant herbage for their cattle ; and in summer they 
retire to cool places on mountains and high valleys, where 
water abounds. They have wooden houses covered with 
felt, of a round shape, which they convey with them 
wherever they go ; for they have them so well bound ' 
with twigs as to be easily carried. Whenever they take 
down and set up a house, the gate is always placed to 
the south. They have waggons so well covered with 
black felt, that if it should rain the whole day, no water 
could reach any thing within ; and they are drawn by 

name given elsewhere to Hoolaku, the conqueror of Bagdad. I should 
somewhat suspect the person meant to be Taulai or Tuli, the father of 
Kublai, who never, indeed, reached this supreme power ; yet the report 
of his having done so might become popular in the court of his son. 

* The custom of interring the Mongol chiefs at the Altai appears con- 
firmed by the numerous golden ornaments which Pallas describes as 
having been dug out of tombs in that region. For the dreadful massa- 
cre here reported, neither Mr. Marsden Aor Count Boni have been able 
to find any other Authority ; but they insist upon that of our traveller 
being sufficient. Considering it, however, as only a hearsay statement 
from suc^ informants, above fifteen years back, I feel inclined to consi- 
der it as vasUy exagigerated. In Ramusio the niunber ia only 10,000ii 
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oxen and camels. On the top they place their wives and 
ehOdren ; and I must tell you that the ladies buy, sell» 
and perform all the work necessary for their husbands, 
who do nothing but hunt, hawk, and go to war. They 
live on flesh, milk, and the produce of hunting, and like- 
wise on rats of Pharaoh, which are found here in great 
numbers.* They eat also the flesh of camels, dogs, and 
indeed of every kind of animal, and drink mare's milk. 
They shun the seduction of married females, as a most 
vile and shameful thing ; and the wives are very faithful, 
performing extremely well the business of the household. 
Every man may take as many as he pleases, even to a 
hundred, if he can maintain them ; yet they hold the first 
as the principal and most respectable. Thdy scruple not to 
marry their cousins, and if the father dies, the eldest son 
may take all his wives, except his own mother ; he mar- 
ries also the widow of his deceased brother. They cele- 
brate their marriages by great festivals. 

The Tartars, who believe in a deity of a sublime and 
heavenly nature^ burn incense in censers to him, and pray 
that he may preserve them in health of mind and body. 
They have also one called Nacygai, whom they call their 
earthly god, who guards their children, cattle and corn. 
They fashion him of felt and cloth, keep him in their house, 
and pay him 'great honour and reverence. They make 
for him also a wife and children of cloth, placing the first 
on his left hand, and the latter in front. Before eating, 
they take the fat meat and anoint his mouth with it ; then, 
lay bread before the door of his chamber. Having done 
this they ^ay that their god and his family have had their 
share, and sit down to their own meals. I told you that 
they drink mare's milk, but it is in such a manner that it 
seems white wine, being of an agreeable taste, and called 
ckemius.i The wealthy wear rich robes of gold and silk; 

* These animals are described by Bell and Du Halde as a species of 
mannot, of a brownish co)oar, that burrow in the hills of this part of Asia. 
Our trareller identifies them with the ichneumon, popularly called the 
mouse or rat of Pharaoh. The Crusca has pomi (apples) of Pharaoh, an 
erident mistake. The Paris Latin makes a very strange one, dropping 
the rats, and traaslatinff £uraon /armm, grain, the representing of whid^ 
as abundant would have been indeed most erroneous. 

T^oumwHiwett^owB fermnited prepantion of mare's milk, used 
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with varied furs of the ermine, sable, and fox. Their har- 
ness is beautiful and of great value ; their arms are bows; 
swords, and clubs ; but the first is more used than the 
others, because they are excellent archers. On their 
back they wear armour of buffalo and other very strong 
hides. 

I will tell you the manner in which they maintain jus- 
tice. If a man has stolen an article of little value, they 
give him seven lashes, or seventeen, or twenty-seven, 
going on thus always to three hundred and seven,* and 
many, die under themr. If he steals a horse or any thing 
else for which he deserves to die, he is cut through the 
middle with a sword ; yet if he can pay nine times the 
value of what he has stolen, he is allowed to live. Eve- 
ry lord or other man, who owns oxen or any cattle, makes 
them be marked with his seal, and then allows them to 
feed on the plains or among the mountains ; and whoever 
finds one straying brings it to him whose mark is upon it. 
The sheep and lambs, however, are guarded by a shep- 
herd. Their cattle are all remarkably Uirge, fat, and beau- 
tiful. They have another wonderful custom which I had 
forgot ; for when two men Have one a son, the other a 
daughter, dead at the age of four, they marry them to- 
gether, and represent the union by cards, which they set 
on fire, and when they see the fiame and sm^ke ascend- 
ing, they make great shouts and run backward and for- 
ward, saying that the dead are going to their children in 
the other world, and are to be husband and wife there. 
They do more, for they paint on cards the similitudes of 
men, horses, cloths, bezants, and harness, then bum them, 
and say that all these things will be possessed by their 
children in the other world, f 

XLVI.— On their Wars, and the Order of fheir Annies. 

The Tartars are good men-at-arms in battle, capable of 

much endurance ; and they can go through more warlike 

toil than other men. Often, when necessary, one of them 

will remain a month without any food, except the milk of 

* In Ramnaio, the nunberB are 7, 17, 27, 37, 47, and so on to a knn- 
dred. 

t Mr. Haraden, p. S19, has quoted from Navaiette and Sir John Mal- 
colm, testimonies to the existence of this eztraoxdinary outom in TW- 
tary and the parts of China bordering on it. 
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a mare and the flesh of animals killed hy him in hunting, 
his horse feeding on the grass, without his needing to 
bring barley or straw. He is very obedient to his master, 
and when necessary will remain the whole night armed 
on horseback. They are the men in the world most ca- 
pable of enduring fatigue and trouble, subsisting at the 
least expense, and best fitted for conquering lands and 
kingdoms. They arrange their armies in the following 
manner. When a Tartar lord goes to war, he has with 
him 100,000 men. He places a chief over every ten, ev- 
ery hundred, every thousand, every ten thousand, so that 
each officer, even the commander of the hundred thou- 
sand, has to deal only with ten persons ; for he gives his 
orders to the chiefs often thousand, they to those of one 
thousand, they to those of a hundred ; and thus every 
man answers to his captain. The hundred thousand is 
called a tut, and ten thousand a toman.* When the ar- 
mies are marching through plains and mountains, they 
send 200 men two days in advance, also behind and on 
each side, so that they cannot be attacked by surprise. 
And when they are marching a long way they carry no 
baggage, but merely two large leathern bags, in which 
they put their milk, and a little earthen pot for cooking 
their victuals. They take a small tent, under which they 
remain during rain. And I tell you also, that when ne- 
cessary they ride full ten days without food, and without 
lighting a fire ; but piercing a vein of their horse, they 
drink lus blood. They have likewise their milk dried in- 
to a species of paste, which, when about to use, they stir 
till it becomes liquid, and can be drunk. When they go 
to battle with their enemies, they conquer in this man- 
ner: they apparently betake themselves to a shameful 
flight, for they have so trained their horses that they turn 
round and round like dogs. And when they are fleeing 
and hotly pursued, they fight as well as when they face 
the enemy ; for in their swiftest flight they wheel about 
and discharge their arrows, which kill both men and horses 
of the opposite army, who, when they think their adver- 

* In Raoratio, the tut or tnc is made 100, and the taman 1000. The 
namber of 10,000 assigned to the latter, given ia the text from the 
French version, is undoubtedly the oorzect one.— Marsden, p. 215. The 
€km§ca oauts the toman. 
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saries discomfited and vanquished, fall themselves one 
after the other. When the Tartars have thus made a 
great slaughter, they turn and rush on so violently that 
they soon gain a complete triumph. All that I have told 
you here applies to the genuine Tartars ; but they are 
now much altered ; those who live in Cathay have adopt- 
ed the manners and customs of the idolaters ; those in the 
Levant imitate the Saracens.* I have said nothing here 
of the mighty acts of the great khan, the sire ef all the 
Tartars, nor of his splendid imperial court ; for these won- 
derful things are described elsewhere in this book. But 
let us now return to our route on the great plain where 
we were when we begau to speak of their actions. 

XLYII.— On the Plains of Bangn, and the extreme Parts of the North. 

When you depart from Karakorum, and from Altai, 
where the khans are interred, as I have related above, 
you go northwards through a country which is called the 
plain of Bangu, and continues during a journey of forty 
days. The inhabitants, who are called Mecri, and are 
very savage, hve on the flesh of animals, chiefly deer, nay 
I assure you that they ride upon th^se animals. Their 

* The reader who has followed the accounts of this people ?iven by Car- 
]rini and Rubruquis will be able to compare them with that here furnish- 
ed. Theirs is fuller, and drawn from more intimate inspection at a time 
when the inhabitants were more unmixed than they are here stated to 
hare become after the conquest of China. Our traveller's description 
is evidently not copied from them, yet exhibits so close a ccyucidence as 
is creditable to both parties. They had mentioned that in the field ev- 
ery species of stratagem was studiously resorted to. The statement 
here made that the^r systematically fought flying, though it has passed 
into popular belief, is probably exaggerated 

Having in the course of this volume heard so inuch of the Tartars, the 
reader may not be unwilling to learn something of their present state, 
as recently observed hy Timkowski ; in whose eyes they appeared to re- 
tain all the habits which might enable them again to overrun and deso- 
late the world. They are however, held in subjection by China, and 
their irregular hordes could not now make head against a disciplined 
force. Room is thus left only for the display of their most amiable qual- 
ities : kindness in their families, — generosity and hospitality to stran- 
gers. Their tents are still similarly constructed ; milk, with occasion- 
ally a little mutton, continues to be their staple food. They have been 
generally converted to the Shaman superstition, which has gained pos- 
veaaion of nearly all pastern Asia ; yet thev have not the means of cel- 
ebrating its rites with the same pomp as elsewhere. Its priests are a« 
qsuaI called in to perform magical cures ; but they have introduced 
tmong this rude race some tincture of books and literature.— Travelt. 
iroL if. p. 89:^347. ^ 
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customs resemble those of the Tartars, and they are sub- 
ject to the great khan. They have neither corn nor wine, 
but in summer abundance of beasts and birds for hunting 
and hawking ; though in winter none remain in the coun- 
try on account of the intense cold. After travelling these 
forty days you come to the ocean ; and there is found a 
mountain where the peregrine falcons build their nests. 
You must know this place contains neither men nor wo- 
men, nor beasts, nor any birds, except one species, which 
is called barghenlacy on which the hawks feed. They are 
of the size of partridges, have feet like parrots, and tails 
like swallows, and they fly very swiftly. When the great 
khan wishes peregrine falcons, he sends thither for them. 
In an island of that sea, too, are bred the gerfalcons ; and 
I assure you the place is so far north, that the pol^star re- 
mains behind, and is seen to the south. Those birds are 
bred on that isle in such abundance, that the great khan 
obtains as many as he pleases ; while others are convey- 
ed to Argon and other lords of the East.* Now that I 
have told you of these northern provinces as far as the 
ocean, let us return to Ganpicion. 

XLVIII.— On the greM City of Erginxa. 

When a man departs from that city, he goes five dajrs 
eastward through a country where there are many spirits, 
who are often heard speaking during the night. You then 
find a kingdom called £rginul,t belonging to the great 

* The countrj here described is evidently the eastern part of Siberia ; 
and though the account is given onl^ from distant hearsay, it is by no 
means incorrect. The dreariness of its aspect, the absence of culture, 
the disappearance in winter of animals, even of the rein-deer, are all 
characteristic features. The shores of the northern ocean in this quar- 
ter are very little known to ourselves, but are doubtless as desolate as 
described, and the rocks are likely to be tenanted by powerful birds of 
prey. The search after these to gratify the passion tor falconry, then 
universal among the Tartar chiefs, was evidently the impulse which led 
to the opening of this route. The bai^ghenlac cannot be identified ; and 
it seems scarcely probable that it should be the oiUy bird ; yet we h&ve 
very little me^ns of judging. 

In Ramusio, it is said tbut the gerfalcons sent from Europe are not 
conveyed to the great khan, but only to some of the Tartar or othl^r 
chiefo of the East. There is nothing of this in the early editions. 

1 Marco, having finished his northern excursion, begins another in a 
different direction, the tracing of which is attended with some difficulty. 
This and the two following districts, however, are expressly mentioned 
by retu de la Croiz (p. 481) as parts of Taugut, which Gengis held in 
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khan, and is included in the large province of Tangut. 
There are a good many towns, the chief one bearing the 
same name ; and the people are a mixture of Nestoriaa 
Christians, idolaters, and Mohammedans. Proceeding 
thence south-east, you come into the country of Cathay, 
when you will find in the way a city named Singuy.* 
There are a good many other towns, still in Tangut, and 
subject to the great khan; and the inhabitants are as 
above described. There are a vast number of wild oxen, 
as large as elephants, and very beautiful, — ^their back be- 
ing entirely covered with white and black hair, three palms 
long. These animals are also caught and tamed, when they 
do twice as much work as the common ox.f This coun- 
try, too, produces the best musk in the world, and I will 
describe the animal by which it is supplied. It is small, 
about the size of an antelope, which it resembles in the 
feet and tail, but has a soft thick hair like the stag, no 
horns, only four teeth, two above and two below, three 
inches long and very sharp. It is a beautiful creature ; 
and, on its being taken, there is found a bag between the 
skin and the flesh, containing a bloody imposthume, which, 

■ubjection ; there can be no doubt, therefore, that these existed and were 
known under the names by which he describes them. Mr. Marsden sup- 
poses' Erginnl to be Kokonor, but seemingly on no good ground, the dis- 
tance being, as he admits, much greater than here stated, and the direc- 
tion Bouth-sottth-west, instead of east. The Jesuits* map exhibits, in 
exactly the position indicated, a place called Nguei-ynen. If we just 
make the not unusual change of the first N into R, the names will sound 
Tery similar. The Paris Latin has Erguyl ; the Italian MS. Ex^iuul. 

* Mr. Marsden supposes this to be Si-ning, a well-known station on the 
frontier of China Proper. Boni, however, observes, that from a place 
five days' journey east of Kan-tcheou, the route thither would be due 
■outh. He conceives, therefore, with seeming probability, the city here 
mentioned to be Si-ngan, capital of Sheu-see. That extensive province, 
Mtated afterwards to be twenty-five days' journey in length, appears here 
correctly described. Its fertility and populousness are combmed with a 
degree of rudeness which makes it i^proximate to the neighbouring dis- 
tricts of Tartary. Mr. Marsden urges in support of his view the state- 
ment of its being still in Tangut ; but as we have already observed, this 
name was then extended as tiir as the Hoang-ho, and consequently in- 
included Shen-see. 

t This is the yak or bo* grunnimut having its shoulders and tail cov- 
ered with a prctfusion uf soft black hair ; an appendage which must 
augment its apparent size, here somewhat exi^gerated. It more projH 
eriy belongs to Thibet ; but Du Halde, in describing Shen-see, intimates 
its occurrence here, by menti(ming the number of wild bulU and thft 
Bannfacture of cow's hair.' 

U2 
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when the skin id cut throagh, is drawn out, and forms the 
musk whence issues so strong an odour.* In this coun- 
try it is very abundant, and of good quality. The people 
also raise plenty of com, and engage in merchandise and 
manufactures. The region extends to a journey of full 
twenty-five days. There are pheasants twice as large as 
ours, with tails from seven to ten palms long, t Others 
resemble ours ; and there are various birds, with finely 
coloured wings. The people, who are idolaters, are fat, 
with small noses, black hair, and no beard unless on the 
chin. The ladies have no hair except on the head, and 
are every way very handsome. The men are voluptu- 
ous, and are authorized by their law and usage to take as 
many wives as they can maintain. If a woman is beau- 
tiful, though of humble birth, a great baron readily es- 
pouses her, giving to her mother such a sum of money as 
may be agreed on. 

XLIX.— Ob the Province of Egrigaia. 

When a man departs from Erginul, and goes eight days 
eastward, he finds a province of Tangut cSled £grigaia,t 
where there are cities and castles^ and the chief one is 
named Calacian.^ The people are idolaters ; yet there 

* The musk animal also belongs peculiarly to Thibet ; but, like the 
other, appears introduced by Marco in treating of the country where he 
first saw it. It is elsewhere repeatedly mentioned. In Ramusio, the 
bag is said to be formed at the time of fall moon ; but this fabulous state- 
ment is not in the early editions. 

t The fine pheasants of China, with the length of their beautiful tails, 
have of late years attracted the attention of Europe, and adornfd ita 
menageries.— See Account of China, Edinburgh Cab. Lib. vol. iii. p. 418. 

t The traveller, now returning to Erginul, proceeds eastward to the 
place here named, of which Mr. Marsden can find no trace unless in th« 
!E<i|^ur country ; but this lies in quite a different direction. M. Klaproth 
(Jour. Asiat. vol. zi. p. 63} observes that tiing-tcheou,now Ninghia, the 
residence of the former sovereign of Tangut, was called, in the language 
of that country, Eyirkiai, which he supposes with great probability to 
be the Egrigaia of uur traveller. In fact, if we take Erginul to be Nguei- 
yuen, we shall find it to be exactly in the specified distance and directioia 
from that place. 

$ Marsden suggests that Calacia may be the Cailac of Rubruquia, or 
Cialis of Goez ; which Count Boni justly rejects as admitted to be at an 
immense distance from the territory here treated of. He suggests, seem^ 
ingly on good groxinds, Calatu, a place on D'Anville's map, some distance 
north of Ninghia, and un a branch of the Hoang-ho, in the most north- 
erly part of its course. Our traveller now enters upon a^third detached 
itinerary, to illustrate interesting objects adjacent to these of which lam 
has been treating. 
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are three towns held by Nestorian Chriatians. They are 
subject to the great Tartar; and in this city is made 
cloth of camels' hair, the most beautiful and valuable in 
the world. There is a kind of wool whence they manu- 
facture very fine white camlets in great quantities. These 
the merchants convey by many routes to Cathay and other 
parts throughout the world. Now let us go to Tenduc, in 
the territory of Prester John. 

L. — On the Pronnoe of Tendac, and of Oog and Magog. 

Tenduc is a province towards the east,* where there 
are cities add castles, and the chief one bears the same 
name. The people belong to the great khan, like all those 
formerly subject to Prester John. In this province there 
is a king named George, descended from that prince, and 
who indeed enjoys his power. He holds the land under 
the khan, but only a part of that which was possessed by 
his ancestor. I assure you, however, that the khans have 
often given their daughters and female relations to the 
reigning kings of this line. In this province are found 
the stones whence azure is made ; they are plentiful and 
good. Camlets, too, are woven of camels' hair. The 
natives live on cattle and the fruits of the earth, and 
have likewise some merchandise and manufactures. The 
Christians, as already mentioned, are masters of the land ;t 
but there are also idolaters and worshippers of Moham- 
med. There is likewise a people called Argon, meaning 
in French Guasmul, that is, mixed of two different races. 

* Tenduc i« mentioned by P^tis de la Croix (p. 34) as one of the moat 
aztended tracts of Karakithay. This name, meaning the Black Cathaj, 
belonged to a district occupied by numerous Chinese, who, when their 
eonntry was ovenrun by the Leao and the Kin, sought new settlements 
in the wilds of Tartary. They filled a long territory to the south of 
Mongolia and north otTangut, and roaching- apparently farther east- 
ward than is represented in the map of M. D'Avezac. They introduced 
into this wide region a degree of culturo and population to which it was 
before a stranger ; but which, amid sabsequent rovolutions, it has been 
unable to support. It yielded, howeyer, to the arms of Ouang Khan, 
and was incorporated into his dominions ; afterwards, with the others, 
it was annexed .to the empire of Gengis. Mr. Marsden's idea of any con- 
nexion with the Tungusi appears quite unfounded. 

t We have mentioned elsewhere the widely prevailing report of Ouang 
Khan being a Christian sovereign, and therefore named Prester John. 
The statement now made tends to confirm it. We may notice also tha 
letter to the Pope from Juan de Monte Coryino, who boasts of having 
baptized the son of Prince George here mentioned.— Maraden, p S44. 
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They are handsomer than the others, more pmdent and 
commercial. Know that in this province was the chief 
seat of Prester John, when he ruled over the Tartars and 
all the surrounding countries ; and this George is the sixth 
in succession from him. This, too, is the place which we 
in our country call Gog and Magog, but they call it Ung 
and Mungul ;* and in each province was a different race 
of people, — in Ung were the Gog, and in Mungul dwelt 
the Tartars. 

When a man rides through that province seven days 
eastward towards Cathay, he finds many cities and cas- 
tles. The inhabitants are Mohammedans, idolaters, and 
Christians ; they carry on trade, and manufacture fine 
gilded cloths, called nascisiy with various kinds of silk 
cloth, and are subject to the great khan. There is a city 
named Sindacui, with many manufactures of harness and 
trappings necessary for an army. In the mountains of 
that country is a place named Idifu, where there is a very 
productive silver mine. They have no want of beasts and 
birds for hunting. Now let us depart from this province 
and its cities, and travel three days, when we shall find a 
town named Cianganor, in which is a fine palace of the 
great khan [already described, p. 121]. 

LI.— On the City of Chanda. 

Departing from this city, and travelling three days be- 
tween north and norih-east, you come to another named 
ChandUjt built by Kublai, the great khan now reigning. 

* Gog and Mag-og were celebrated in the Middle Ag«8, especially among 
the Saracens, as two mighty giants who held a fortified station in the 
north of Asia. The resemblance of their names to Ung and Mungul, 
with a corresponding roughness of character, seems to have suggested 
the present crude theory respecting their identity. 

t The position of this place seems to admit of no doubt, since Gerbil- 
lon, in 1^1, while accompanying the emperor on ap excursion into Man- 
goha, visited its ruins. He mentions them under the name of Shangto, 
as those of the country palace of the emperors of the Yuen dynasty, as 
the Chinese termed that founded by Kublai. The position is in latitude 
4ff> 22* N. N. E. of Pe-king. Gerbillon particularly notices the great 
abundance of every species of game. Its polition must determine the 
preceding one of Cianganor, from which it is stated to lie three days* 
journey north-east. In that precise site we find a cluster of lakes, with 
Mverai rivers agreeing exactly with the description given in Part I. Chap. 
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Here he has built a most magnificent palace. [This, 
too, was formerly described when treating of the mode 
of life and hunting residences of that great monarch, 
p. 118,<&c.] 

ban-nor, or White Lake, ntoated, as he admits, at a very gntA distanca. 
M. Ritter (Asien, yol. i. p. 141) suggests the T\ud nor, which is indeed 
nearer ; bat still more than three days distant. It Ues, besides, due 
north, instead of south-west, as stated by our trareUer, whose authority 
therefore must be entirely thrown aside if we adopt either of these sap- 
positions. Indeed, I cannot but remark, that Mr. Marsden has been pe- 
culiarly unsuccessful in tracing the positions on this frontier, so that, 
were it not for the aids of Count Boni and M. Klaproth, I should have 
found myself much at a loss. This failure appears to have arisen chiefly 
6om his unfortunate habit of supposing himself at liberty, where ho 
ooold find the slightest resemblance in name and description, to suppose 
liis author guilty of the most enormons errors as to distance, direction, 
and position. In a note on one of these chapters he agrees with Forster, 
that " Marco Polo does not point out the situation of his places in the 
poper order, but goes from one to another just as his &ncy leads him,** 
It is hoped however, that reason has now been given for believing that 
most of^ these alleged mistakes are in fact those of hia editon and inter* 
pntexs* 
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PART III. 

Vayagt through the Indian Seas, and Historical Accounts 
of Western Asia. 

Chinese NRvigation to India—Description of Japan — ^Expedition sent 
thither by Kablai — the Oriental Arohipelago \ its Produce of Gold and 
Spices— Visit to Tsiompa — War between the Kinsr and Kablai— Ae* 
count of JaTa— Malacca— Arrival at Sumatra — Voyage round th» 
Island — The diflfbrent Kiiurdoms — 'Savaf es ef the Interior — Produce 
of Palm-toddy, Camphor, Sago— The Andaman and Nicobar Islands 
—Ceylon ; its Pearls and Rubiea— Superstitious Legends of the Peo- 
ple — Coast of Maabar or Coromandel— Various Customs and Saner- 
■titions— Masttlipatam ; its fine Cloths— the Diamond Mines— Ma- 
dras and the Legend of St. Thomas— The Bramins and their mncnm 
Orders and Obserranoes— CaiL Coilon ; Comari (Cape Comorin)^ 
Eli or Dely— Malabar Coast— Dreadful Piracies— Tana and Cambaia 
— Sumnaut (Guzerat)— Mention of Mekran— Polo gives Reports col- 
lected respecting Africa— Socotra ; Whale-fishery— Madagascar ; fab- 
nlous Rumours— Confounded with Southern Africa— Zanguebar ; wlij 
considered an Island— Abyssinia ; its Descriptibn- Wars with Adel— 
Arabia, Aden, Shaher, Dofar, Kalhat— Return to Ormus- Undertakes 
to relato the Revolutions of Western Asia— Kaidu, Prince of Samar- 
cand— His Wars with Kublai— Exploits of his heroic Daughter— Hii 
Contest with Argon, Prince of Persia — Various Adventures of Aivob, 
who is defeated and made Prisoner, but aftorwards raised to the Per- 
sian Throne— His Death— Reigna of Quiacatu and Baidu— The latter 
vanquished by Ghazan, Son to Argon— Tartar Kingdom in Siberia ; 
Doi7-sledges ; fine Furs— Region of Obscurity in the NcHth— Russia 
— Black Sea and neighbouring Cou'iitries — Succession of Tartar Prin-* 
ces on the Volga— Great War between Barka and Hoolaka— Another 
between Toctai and Nogai— Conclusion. 

I.— India and the Ships navigating thither. 

Having described so many inland provinces, 1 will now 
enter upon India, with the wonderful objects in that re- 
gion. The ships in which the merchants navigate thither 
are made of fir,* with only one deck, but inany of them are 

* Mr. Marsden does not believe that timber of this species can be ac- 
cessible to the Chinese shipbuilder. He does not perhaps duly consider, 
!v 1 *JS?'** *^® elaborate cultivation, forests are aUowed to grow oWy on 
the loftiest mountain-ridges. These, in the south especially, roach quite 
an Alpine height, and must have a cold climato loitod to northern trMi. 
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divided beneath into sixty compartments, In each of which 
a person can be conveniently accommodated. They have 
one rudder and four masts ; while some have two addition- 
al, which can be put up and taken down^at pleasure. Many 
of the largest have besides as many as thirteen divisions 
in the hold, formed of thick planks mortised into each 
other. The object is to guard against accidents which 
may cause the vessel to spring a leak, such as striking on 
a rock or being attacked by a whale. This last circum- 
stance is not unusual ; for during the night the motion of 
the ship through the waves raises a foam that invites the 
hungry animal, which, hoping to find food, rushes vio- 
lently against the hull, and often forces in part of the bot- 
tom. The water entering by the leak, runs on to the well, 
which is always kept clear ; and the crew, on perceiving 
the occurrence, remove the goods from the inundated divi- 
sion, and the boards are so tight that it cannot pass to 
any other. They then repair the injury and replace the 
articles. The planks are double, fastened with iron nails, 
and plastered without and within, but not secured by 
pitch, of which the people are destitute. They therefore 
take lime, beat it into fine powder, and mix it with an oil 
from trees, so that it becomes equal to glue. These ves- 
sels carry two hundred mariners, and five or six thousand 
loads of pepper; they are moved by oars, on each of 
which four hands are employed. Every one of them has 
two barks, large enough to carry a thousand loads, and 
forty seamen well armed, who often assist in dragging 
the large ships.^ Ten small boats are also kept for fishing 
and various other services ; two being attached to each 
bark. When the ships have sailed a year, and stand in 
need of repair, a fresh plank is fastened above the two 
others, then nailed and cemented,* till they sometimes ac- 

The produce is easily conveyed down to the coa^t by the nomeions riy- 
en and canals.— Historical Account of China (Edinburgh Cabinet Li- 
hratT), vol. i. p. 19 ; vol. ii. pp. 232, 233. 

* The division into compartments completely detached from each other, 
and the use of a cement composed of lime and oil, is still the system 
vpon which Chinese janks are constructed. Historical Account of China 
(Edinburgh Cabinet Library), vol. ii. pp. 239, 240. The mention of 
whides, wad of the proceedings in case of a lealc, are found only in Ra- 
xonuio. The advantage stated in the latter case is obvious and impor- 
tant ; but we are not aware of accidents from whales being usual in the 
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quire a depth of six planks. Having thus decsribed the 
merchant- vessels that go to India, I will tell you of the 
country itself; but first I must mention the many isles in 
this sea lying to the eastward ; and first, of one named 
Zipangu. 

n.— bland of Zipan^a, and Tartar Ezpedition thither. 

This is a very large island, fifteen hundred miles from 
the continent.* The people are fair, handsome, and of 
agreeable manners. They are idolaters, and live quite 
separate, entirely independent of all other nations. Gold 
is very abundant, and no man being allowed to export it, 
while no merchant goes thence to the mainland, the peo- 
ple accumulate a vast amount. But I will give you a 
wonderful account of a very large palace, all covered with 
that metal, as our churches are with lead. The pavement 
of the chamber, the halls, windows, and every other part, 
have it laid on two inches thick,! so that the riches of 
this palace are incalculable. Here are also red pearls, 
large, and of equal value with the white, with many other 
precious stones. t Kublai, on hearing of this amazing 
wealth, desired to conquer the island, and sent two of his 
barons with a very large fleet containing warriors, both 
horsemen and on foot. One was named Abatan, the other 
Vonsanicin, both wise and valiant. They saUed from 
Zai-tun and Kin-sai, reached the isle, landed, and took 
possession of the plain and of a number of houses ; but 
they had been unable to take any city or castle, when a 
sad misadventure occurred. A mutual jealousy arose 
amongst them, which prevented their acting in any con- 
cert. One day when the north wind blew very strong, the 

• This 11 evidently Japan. The nearest part of the northern island is 
Ittckoned by Mr. Marsden (p. 572), rather seemingly too low, at only 500 
tailes. Chinese It (about a third of a mile) may have been meant ; or 
the writer might refer to the most central part of the group. 

t The extent and inndactiTeness of this empire, with the studied ex- 
clusion of foreigners, are circumstances well Jmown. The gold minaa 
are described as very considerable, and monopolized fay the sovereigik* 
The modem palace is not represented as so richly covered with g^ ; 
but authorities, both European and Chinese, state this ornament to hara 
been formerly employed much more profusely.— Marsden, pp. 574, 57S. 

% Count Boni quotes Thunbeig and Olivier de Nort, both for the abon- 
dance of pearls in Japan and for their red colour. This tint it obaenred 
eyeii m a few of those foond in Ceylon.— Mandan, p. 578. 
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troops expressed to each other apprehensions, that if they 
remained, all the vessels would be wrecked. The whole 
then went on board and set sail. When they had pro- 
ceeded about four miles, they found another small isle, 
on which, the storm being violent, a number soyght re- 
fuge. Others could not reach it, many of whom suffered 
shipwreck and perished ; but some were preserved and 
sailed for their native country. Those who had landed, 
30,000 in nmnber, looked on themselves as dead men, see- 
ing no means of ever escaping ; and their anger and grief 
were increased, when they beheld the other ships making 
their way homeward. 

The sovereign and people of the large isle rejoiced 
greatly when they saw the host thus scattered and many 
of them cast upon the islet. As soon as the sea calmed, 
they assembled a great number of ships, sailed thither and 
landed, hoping to capture all those refugees. But when 
the latter saw that their enemies had disembarked, leav- 
ing the vessels unguarded, they skilfully retreated to an- 
other quarter, and continued moving about till they reach- 
ed the ships, and went on board without any opposition. 
They then sailed direct for the principal island, hoisting 
its own standards and ensigns. On seeing these, the peo- 
ple believed their own countrymen had returned, and al- 
lowed them to enter the city. The Tartars, finding it de- 
fended only by old men, soon drove them out, retaining 
the women as slaves. When the king and his warriors 
saw themselves thus deceived, and their city captured, 
they were like to die of grief; but they assembled other 
ships, and invested it so closely as to prevent all commu- 
nication. The invaders maintained it seven months, and 
planned day and night how they might convey tidings to 
their master of their present condition ; but fi^nding this 
impossible, they agreed with the besiegers to surrender, 
securing only their lives.* This took place in the year 
12691 The great khan, however, ordered one of the com- 

* Both in the Chinese and Japanese annals, this expedition is related, 
and represented as having been rendered abortive bj disastrous ship- 
wreck. In particulars, however, they differ from each other ; while oar 
traveller, haviiu^ been in China when the news arrived, had the best 
opportanities of g^ning information. There is no reason to suppose, 
therefore, that ms mraa detailed account may not be generally cor- 

MCt. 
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manders of this host to lose his head, and the other to be 
sent to the isle where he had caused the loss of so many 
men, and there put to death. I have to relate also a very 
wonderful thing, that these two barons took a number of 
persons in a castle of Zipangu, and because they had re- 
fused to surrender, ordered all their heads to be cut off; 
but there were eight on whom they could not execute this 
sentence, because these wore consecrated stones in the 
arm between the skin and the flesh, which so enchanted 
them, that they could not die by steel. They were there- 
fore beaten to death with clubs, and the stones, being ex- 
tracted, were held very precious.* But I must leave this 
matter and go on with the narrative. 

III. — ^Idolatry and Craelty of the Japanese. 

The idolaters of Cathay, of Manji, and of these isles, 
have all a uniform worship ; their idols have heads re- 
spectively of the dog, the hog, the sheep, and various other 
animals. Some have a head and four faces, others three 
heads, one in the proper place, and one on each shoulder. 
Certain images have four, ten, and even a thousand hands, 
and these last are held in peculiar reverence. When the 
Christians ask them why they form idols in so strange a 
manner, they reply, — " Our ancestors left them to us, and 
we will leave them to our children." The actions of 
these beings are so various and diabolical, that they must 
not be mentioned in this book, because it would be a wick- 
ed thing in Christians to read them.t I shall only men- 
tion, that any idolater of these isles, when he captures 
an ^nemy, who cannot procure a ransom in money, in- 
vites his friends, who cook and eat the prisoner,t reck- 

* The deliuion of supposing persons rendered inralnerable by the 
use of amulets, is stated by Mr. Marsden (p. 575) to be common in the 
oriental islands ; and an instance is mentioned when the Portuguese were 
impoeed upon by it. 

f The religion of Boodh, long the meet popular in China, has also 
been extensively diffused through Japan, so that the superstitions of the 
two countries are correctly represented as similar. The deformed and 
multiform idols, either native or introduced from India, are idso com- 
mon. Thunberg mentions many in the temples at Miaco, each brand- 
ishing from twenty to forty-six arms. 

i This report, though probably quite unfounded, is not vnlikely to 
have arisen daring the imbittered war waged between the .TarUia and 
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Oiling his flesh the most deUcate food that can be ob- 
tained. 

rv. — Sea of Chinft, and nnmeitnit Ishmdt.* 

You must khow, that the gulf containing this island is 
Called that of Zin, meaning in their language the sea oi>* 
posite to Manji. According to skilful and intelligent nialri- 
riers, who have made the voyage, it contains 7448 isles, 
mostly inhabited. In ail these there grows no tree which 
is not agreeably fragrant, and also useful, being equal or 
superior in size to the lignum aloes. They prwiuce also 
many and various spices, including pepper white like 
snow, as well as the black. They yield also much gold, 
and various other wonderful and costly productions ;t bkt 
they are very distant and diflScuIt to reach. The mari'^ 
Aers of Zai-tun and Kin-sai, who visit them, gain indeed 
great profits ; but they spend a year on the voyage, going 
in winter, and returning in the summer ; for the wind in 
these seasons blows only from two diffbrent quarters, one 
of which carries them thither, and the other brings them 
back.t But this country is immensely distant from In- 
dia. You may observe, too, that though the sea be call- 
ed Zin, it is really the ocean, just as we say the sea of 
England, the sea of RocheUe. The great khan has no 

* lUmnsio b«^ns this chapter thus : " Departing' irom the jfWTt pf 
Zai-ton, and aailing^ a westerly course inclining to the south, for 1500 
miles, you pass the gulf named Keinan, tne navigation along the north- 
em shore of which occupies two months. It bounds the southern part 
of Manji, and then approaches the countries of Arica, Toloman, and many 
others already mentioned.'* Mr. Marsden admits that the period of two 
months is too large, and that the numerous and distant coasts mention- 
ed in the chapter are improperly stated as within the gulf, whereas they 
evidently include all those belonging to the Indian archipelago. Neither 
of these errors appears in our text, taken from the early editions. The 
mention, however, of Keinan (evidently Hai-nan) shows some kind ^ 
information in the person who inserted the passage in Ramusio. 

t The number stated is doubtless fanciful and exaggerated ; yet when 
we consider the various groups composing the oriental archipelago,— 
many consisting of numerous islets, the whole amount must be very 
great. They are, as here justly noticed, productive beyond any other 
part of the world in aromatic and odoriferous plants, also very rich m gold. 

X The distance would not be very formidable to a British mariner, but - 
is otherwise to the ruder Chinese navigator ; while this sea, too, is tem- 
pestuous and dangerous. The junks still perform only one voyage in 
the year ; and, as here correctly stated, sail m the winter with the north- . 
east monsoon, and retam in siunaier with the south-wect one,— Man- 
den, p. 983. 
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power over these islands.* Now let us return to Zai-tun, 
and resume our narrative. 

v.— Of Ciaalia, and Expedition thither. 

On leaving that port, and sailing west and somewhat 
south-west 1500 miles, you reach a country named Cian* 
ba,t which is very rich and extensive. The people are 
idolaters, have a language of their own, and a king, who 
pays tribute to the great khan, but only in ^ne elephants 
peculiar to the .country. That monarch, seeking to sub- 
due him, sent, in 1278, one of his barons with many men, 
horse and foot, who began to lay waste the country. The 
8overeign,.who was very aged and much afraid of such 
powerful warriors, did not venture to engage them on the 
open plain, remaining secure in strong cities and fortress- 
es ; but all the lands and houses were wasted and destroy- 
ed. Grieved at the desolation of the territory, he sent mes- 
sengers, who said to the great khan, ** Sir, the king of Cian- 
ba salutes you as his liege lord, and states himself to be a 
man of great age, who has long preserved his kingdom ia 
peace. He offers to be your vassal, and pay a liberal tribute 
in elephants, and beseeches that your baron and army will 
cease to ravage his kingdom." The khan, having heard 
this message, took pity upon him, and ordered his gene- 
ral to withdraw, and conquer another country ; and he 
has ever since received this tribute of the largest and 
most beautiful elephants, t In this kingdom* no handsome 
girl can be married till the king sees her, when, if pleased, 
he takes her to wife ; otherwise, he gives her money, 
with which she can be married to a nobleman. In 1285, 

* The object seems here to be, to distingruish the ocean and its branch- 
es from a ffreat lake or enclosed sea, like the Caspian. In Ramasio w« 
have the Cgean Sea, instead of that of Rochelle. 

t Ziamba, Ramtuio. This is evidentljr Tsiompa, called also Ciam- 
pa, a maritime country between Cochin-china, and Gamboia,and which, 
projecting beyond the former, terminates the deep gnlf of which itself, 
Touquin, and Soathem China, are the boundaries. 

t It is sufficiently evident, even from our author's narrative, which 
was doubtless that current at the coart of Kublai, that the issue of tliis 
expedition was the reverse of triumphant, and that the emperor granted 
such lenient terms solely because he could not push his demands faur- 
ther. It appears by Chinese history, that the war was still more disas- 
trous than is here represented, their army being closely hemmed in, and 
with difficulty effecting its retreat.— Marsden, p. 588. In the Crosca 
MS. the tribute is said to have consisted of twentf elepbanti. 
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when I, Marco Polo, was there, the king bad 926 sons 
and daughters, of whom 150 were men that could cany 
arms. Besides elephants, the country abounds in lignum 
aloes, and the wood called ebony,* which is very black, 
used in making chess-boards and writing-desks. I now 
proceed to a great island named Java. 

VL— The Island of Jav*. 

Departing from Cianba, and going south and south-east 
1500 miles, yon come to this island. Good mariners, who 
know it intimately, describe it as the largest in the world, 
with a circuit of more than 3000 miles. The people are 
subject to a powerful king, are idolaters, and pay no trib- 
ute to any other prince. The territory is very rich, yield- 
ing pepper, nutmegs, galanga, cubebs, cloves, and all the 
richest of spices. Many merchants from Zai-tun and 
Manji come and carry on a great and profitable traffic. 
Its treasure also is so immense, that it can scarcely be 
estimated.! On account of the long and difficult naviga- 
tion, the great khan never could acquire dominion over it. 

Vn.— Kmgdom of Lochao. 

Leaving this island, and sailing between south and 
sonth-west 700 miles, yon find two isles, a large and a 
small, called Sondur and Condnr. t Departing thence, and 

* Elephants abound in all the conntrie* between India and China, 
and Mr. Manden (|uote8 the Flora cochiu'chinenais for the copious sap- 
jAy of ebony, and its adaptation to ornamental fnmiture. 

t The dimensions here assigned are much greater than those of Jam 
Proper ; whence Znrla contends that Borneo is the island described ; but 
Count Boni seems to state sufficient reasons against this opinion. I in- 
cline, however decidedly to concur with a suggestion slightlv made by 
Mr. Marsden, that the great Java of our traveller included both these 
islaiuls. It is impossible otherwise to make even an approach to the di- 
mensions here stated, and the calling Sumatra Little Java would be pre- 
jKMteroQs. It is also very unlikely that he should have omitted all men- 
tion of Borneo, which lay so completely in his way. The peppflr and 
other spices were evidently procured in Java Proper, including indeed, 
several that are raised in the Moluccas and other islands to the east- 
ward ; but Java has alwayi been the chief mart, where the Chinese ap- 
parently found them assorted for sale. The great abundance of gold 
(meant by treasure) could only be found in Borneo. 

X These appear evidently to be Puio Condore, a small ^^roup off the 
coast of Camboia, and a common rendezvous of vessels navigating these 
seas. But there is an extramdinary error in the direction S.S.W., which, 
instead of bringing a ship from Java hither, would carry it into the heart 
of the Southern Ocean. It is found alike in the earUeft editions and i» 
X2 
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going sooth-east still 500 miles, you find a very eztepsire 
province named Lochac.* The people are subject only 
to a native king, are idolaters, with languages of their 
own. They are tributary to no power, being so situated 
that no invader can reach their land ; otherwise it would 
soon be subdued by the great khan. Brazil-wood is in 
abundance, and gold in almost incredible quantities. There 
are elephants and other animals for hunting ; and from 
this place is derived all the porcelain that is circulated as 
money through the provinces now described . I have only 
to add, that the country is difficult to reach ; the king him- 
self does not wish to be visited by strangers, and thus no 
one knows his treasure and condition.! 

RaniQaio. The Baale gives no direction ; and Mailer, intimating no dif- 
ference, aeems to imply the same in the Berlin MS. of Pipino ; but I sus- 
pect the learned editor has neglected the collation, as the Mnsenm MS. 
and the printed edition agree m making it sonth-west. I have nodonbt 
Mr. Marsden points out the real cause. Java was not in the line of the 
Toyage, but described, as indeed is pretty distinctly intimated, from the 
report of mariners at Tsiompa. Having given the description, he re- 
turns to that country and reports the trip thence toPuloCondore, which 
is exactly in the direction of south-west. In Pipino, both MS. and 

Kinted, the expression is : ** Dimista insula Java ;" which can quite 
ar the sense, " Ceasing to treat of;" and probaUy a term of this im- 
port was in the original, which the other copjrists and translators have 
misunderstood, and made it to imply departure from, &c. 

* The distance in Ramusio is fifty miles ; and Mr. Marsden concludes 
that it must be Camboia, the capital of which is by an early writer call- 
ed Loech. But all the best editions, — ^the French, Paris Latin, Crusca, 
Pucci, and Pipino, make the distance 500 miles, so that the country 
reached must be the eastern coast of what is now termed Malacca. 
There is, however, the great error X>f making the direction south-sose 
instead of sonth-wesC ; and this is common to the early editions and to 
Ramusio. It is probably a mistake in copying bad manuscript. Sceloe 
and Garbin sound very unlike ; yet the number of letters is the same ; a 
bad G might be mistaken fnr S, and b for /. Gryneus, who gives no di- 
rection in the preceding route, states here the right one, south-west. It 
is the same in the French edition of 1556. The learned editor of the 
Novus Orbis might, from other information, perceive this mistake. Pi- 
pino, too, having made the route to the two islands south-west, intimates 
nere its continuance (ultra ques ad quingenta miUiaria est Lorach). 
This correctness of the middle editions, while both the early and late 
ones are erroneous, appears curious, Pipino translated at a time ytAien 
lie might have access to excellent MSS. ; and being a learned man^ 
might interpret them better than the other copyists or translators. 

t This country, as above observed, must have been the eastern coast 
of Malacca, which the Malays had only recently reached, and not yet 
^iven their name. It is difficult to find one resembling Lochac, unless 
It i« in Ligor, the seat formerly of a great trade ; ek and g being always 
ioterchfloged. The coast is still little known or frequented, and frara 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



V ACCOUNTS OF WESTERN ASIA. 247 

VnL— Pentam aod other Islands. 

When a man goes 600 miles southward from Lochac, 
he finds an island name Pentam, very wild, all covered 
with odoriferous woods. Thence he navigates between 
these two^islands about sixty miles, drawing only four 
paces of water, so that large vessels in the passage must 
remove their rudder. He then goes on south-east about 
thirty miles, and reaches an island also named Pentam, 
with the noble and rich city Malauir, having much traf- 
fic in spices and other articles. The people have a king 
and languages of their own.* 

IX.— Island of Little Jara (Sumatra.) 

Departing from Pentam, and going 130 miles south- 
east, you find the island of Java the Lesser ; but notwith- 
standing this title, it is above two thousand miles in cir- 
cuit, with eight kingdoms, and the same number of crown- 
ed sovereigns.! I will tell you the whole truth about it. 

tike same causes, being out of the common route of navigation, and the 
people very rude. Grold dust is mentioned as an export nrom all its h»> 
Tens. Elephants* teeth are also noticed, and timber is plentifaK(Mil- 
bura?s Oriental Commerce, vol. ii. p. SSO-341). The only mistake ap- 
pears to be about the shells used for money, (cowries), which are found 
on the adjacent coast of Borneo ; but perhaps a quantity of imported 
ones had been here seen. The words " for money*' are wanting in the 
French, — probably an omission, as the Crusca has them. Ramusio men- 
tions " a fruit called berchi, in size resembling a lemon, and of delicious 
flavour.*' This is wanting in the early editions, and Mr. Marsden can- 
not find any Confirmation of it ; generally, however, the fruits of the 
country are said to be good. 

* The navigation in tUs chapter is intricate ; yet I think it may be 
traced. The first 500 miles is evidently along the coast of Malacca, ter- 
minating at the island of Bintang. The next 60 must then have been 
through the Straits of Sincapore, which Mr. Horsbnrgh (voL ii. p. 177- 
182) describes as difiicult, and iu many parts very shallow. He might 
then come to the island of Pan^oor, adjacent to Sumatra, and which he 
also names Pentam. Possibly, however, it might be Batang, and the 30 
nules be along its south-western coast. We have seen our author's fond- 
ness for identifying names that are at aU similar. Ramusio's text is here 
very defective and confused, rendering it impossible far Mr. Marsden to 
form any idea of the course. He makes the 60 miles south-east, and the 
30 without direction ; and he has nothing to show that there are two 
Peutams. 

t The name of Lesser Java is evidently given, though it is admitted 
with no strict propriety, to the large island of Sumatra. Its extent, its 
uroducM, its people, are described with very great correctness. The 
local details are more difficult to trace, as the author has given neither 
^stances nor directions, names are much altered, and its turbulent little 
kinfdoms are fiable to such constant revolutions, that the most powerfa^ 
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The people are idolaters, and each nation' has a language 
of its own. There is a very great abundance of treasure 
and costly spices, as well as of lignum aloes and many 
other woods unknown in our country. What will appear 
very wonderfiil is, that this isle lies so far south, that the 
north star is never seen. Now I will tell you of each 
kingdom by itself. 

X. — ^Kingdom of Fexiech. 

In that of Ferlech are Saracen merchants, who come 
with their vessels, and have converted the people to the 
law of Mohammed ; but only in the city, for those in the 
mountains live like brutes, eating the flesh of men and 
of the vilest animals. They worship various objects, par* 
ticularly the first thing they meet after rising in the morn- 
ing.* 

XI.— Kingdom of Bmiimu&. 
Leaving Ferlech, yon enter Basman, a kingdom by 
itself, whose people have a language of their own, and 

in one age omms to exifl: in another. Tet I cannot bat wonder llhat Mr. 
MaTKlei 'p. 600) shonld pass a general censare against oui^ traveller'a 
desmpbon, and prefer to it the meagn one of Barboea. I am conTinced, 
however, that the learned editor has misconceived the whole scope of thitf 
voyage, which he sappoees to have been through the Straits of Malacca, 
and along the northern coast of the island. It appears to me, on the 
Gon6mry, that they went throagh the Straits of Sanda, and then alonif 
the western side. This was, no doubt, a circuitous route ; yet many 
motives might bias them. It appears from Mr. Horsburg (Vd. ii.p. 139) 
that the Malacca channel is dangerous to those unacquainted with it, as 
the Chinese were. Knowing the island evidentiv by way of Java, thev 
might prefer the route familiar to them. We findf them setting out with 
a course uf 130 miles in the best editions, and 100 in others, to the south" . 
§a»t ; a strange aberration from a track lying due north-west through 
the Malacca diannel. One ^r two errors of direction have be<*n Jat^y 
observed : but these are rare, and the versions in that case differ ; but 
here they all agree. Other and perhaps more decided proofs will b» 
developed in examining the details. 

* Mr. Marsden, observing that the Arabs convert the Malav y into/, 
considers this place as Perlak, at the north-eastern point of the island. 
Yet Tanjong Perlak is merely Diamond Point, nor is there any record 
of a kingdom or even city bearing the name. Our views would place it 
about the middle of the eastern coast, particularljr in the kingdom of 
Siak, and the name is not very unlike, thoagh certainlv with no striking 
resemblance. The cannibals are the Battas, inhabiting the interior^ 
the country, and who have always borne that reputation. The Saracen 
religion was aboat this time established in Malacca, and was therefor* 
very likely to have partially made its way into Sumatra.— Maraden'ft 
History, pp. 261, 263. - 
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live without law, like beasts.* They own the supremacy 
of the khan, but pay him no tribute, because the great 
distance prevents his troops from reaching them ; yet 
they sometimes make him a present of strange objects. 
Here are wild elephants, and unicorns not much smaller, 
being double the size of a buffalo. They have a large 
black horn< in the middle of the forehead, and beneath the 
tongue sharp prickles, which can inflict severe wounds. 
Their heads resemble that of the wild boar, yet they carry 
them bent to the earth. They are very ugly, and fond of 
wallowing among mire.f It is not true, as asserted 
among us, that they allow themselves to be taken by a 
virgin, but quite the contrary. There are here good and 
serviceable falcons, black like crows : also a prodigious 
number of monkeys of various forms and habits. But 
you must knpw that those who bring the little men from 
India practice a great deception. I assure you the fig- 
ures to which they give that name are manufactured ia 
this island in the following manner : — ^There is a species 
of small monkey, with a face resembling the human, 
which they catch, skin, and shave off all the hair except 
on the beard and chin ; having then moulded them into a 
human semblance, they dry and preserve them with cam- 
phor and other articles. But it is a gross deception ; for 
neither in India, nor in any other country, however sav- 
age, are there men so small as these pretended ones.t 
Kow let us tell of a kingdom called Samara. 

* Mr. Marsden finds this Idngjlom in Paa4, formerly call«d Fa^em, a 
■hort distance west of Diamond Point. Count Boni, urging that the 
sovereignties conid not well be so crowded together, supposes Pasaman 
to be on the western coast. Our views would point to Pasaumahj.in the 
interior from PalemlMuig, near indeed to the western coast, yet commu- 
nicating hj a large river with the eastern, to which its power, formerly 
greater, may at tnis time have extended. On the whtue, there is cer- 
tainly nothing decisire in these two stations ; but perhaps the next may 
be otherwise. 

t The rhinoceros, an animal then probaly unknown in Europe, is here 
described with considerable accuracy. We may observe, that the south- 
em part of the east coast, where we suppose our traveller now to be, is 
described on Mr. Marsden's map as fenny, and. subject to inundation ; 
the situation best fitted for this animal, which would be out of place 
amid the mountainous tracts in the north. 

X We have here a curious mention of a fraud practised on our ignorant 

lincestors. The belief of a nation of pigmies in the east was prevalent 

■ in that age, and is countenanced in the travels of Oderic and Mandeville. 

The former describes them on report ; the latter avers that he saw them. 
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XIT.— Kingdom of Sanafft. 

• When a man departs from Basman, he finds the king^ 
dom of Samara, jn which I myself, Marco Polo, remained 
five months, because the bad weather did not allow ns to 
sail. Here neither the north star nor the constellation 
of the Greater Bear appeared. Thg people are savage 
idolaters, governed by a rich and [lowerful king, and own- 
ing a nominal submission to the great khan. During oar 
stay, we landed and erected castles of wood and twigs 
where we remained through the fear of these wicked 
men, who eat their fellow-creatures.* The best fishies in 
the world are found here. The people have no wheat, 
living on rice ; and they make no wine. You must know 
there is a kind of tree, of which they cut a branch, and 
place a pot beneath, when, during the night, the vessel 
is filled, and very good wine is thus produced, both red 

The mercliaiits, it appears, took advaatafe ci this delnsion, by pvepanngr 
and selling, probably at high prices, specimens of this pretended varied 
of mankind. Our traveller's good sense and accurate observation ena> 
bled him to expose the trick. 

* Mr. Marsden ccmsiders this place as Sama>langa, a port on the nor* 
tiiem coast, and Count Boni appears to acquiesce. I am convinced, on 
the contrary, that it is the Bay of Samangka (Samanca, Hortlntrg)^ at 
the southern extremity ; and this position, it is apprehended, forms ■ 
main key oS the voyage. It is mentioned that not only the north star, 
but those of the Wain or Greater Bear had become invisible. This last 
eonld not be strictly true, but of course they were seen more partially 
the farther south he went. At all events, the disappearance of these 
northern stars is noticed more emphatically, and as taking place to » 
greater extent, than in the middle |Mirt of tbeisland, (^posite the Stniits 
of Sincapore. Does not this imply that he was now on the sottthem 
coast, in about 50 S. lat., not on its opposite one, above W> northward? 
Again, in turning the western point of this bav, he would come opon 
the ocean and encounter in all its force the north-west moosoon, whidi, 
from October to April blows with great violence, accompanied vrith thon* 
der and lightning (Horsburgh, p. 47). If they arrived at the beginningr 
of this period, the detention is easily accounted for. But this monaoon 
blows chiefly south of the equator ; indeed, both Mr. Horsburgh (Intrxid. 
p. 4) and Mr. Wright (Nautical Directory, p. 17} consider its range as 
not extending beyond 130 s. and 4^ N. lat. It could not therefore reach 
the northern coast of this great island, though stated to blow with pecn- 
liar force on the western. Mr. Marsden (History of Sumaira, p. SQ7) 
describes the shores of this bay as occupied bv a ferocious people nanad 
Orangabung who had been the terror of all their neighbours till lately* 
when their villages were destroyed. The Crusoa gives the name S«- 
marcha, which comes still nearer to Samara. There is thus a ooncw^ 
rence of circumstances showing this to have been the port deacribedL 
and, consequently, the expedition to have passed through the Stndta of 
8aoda, 
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and white. The tree resembles a small date-palm, with 
four branches, and when it ceases to give out more wine, 
they water its root, which causes it to produce again.* 
They have great quantities of very large Indian nuts, and 
eat all kinds of flesh, good and bad. Now let us tell yon 
of a kingdom which is named Dagroian. 

Xni.— >Kingdooi of DagroiMi. 

This kingdom has a language of its own ; the people are 
Tery savage, subject to a king, but owning the supremacy 
of the great khan.f They are savage idolaters, and, have 
the following very bad custom : — ^Wbena man falls sick, 
his relations send for the magicians, and inquire if he will 
recover, as these deceivers profess to know, by their en- 
chantments and idols, whether he will live or die. In the 
latter case, the friends send for persons who place some- 
thing over his mouth, by which he is suffocated. They 
then cook the body, and all the kinsmen come and eat his 
flesh, taking care not to leave the smallest portion : which 
they believe would breed worms, and thus seriously afflibt 
the soul of the deceased. They next collect the bones, 
and place them in a large and beautiful chest, which they 
carry to caverns in the mountains, beyond the reach of 
wild beasts or any other injury. When they take any 
man belonging to another country, who cannot redeem 
himself, they kill and eat hihi in like manner. This is a 
very bad practice, t I must now, however, tell you some- 
thing of Lambri. 

* Mr. Maraden (Historj, p. 88) mentions pAlm-trees, d* teveral species, 
frmn which the natives, in tne manner described, extract the liquor called 
toddj, which in a few hours ferments and becomes intoxicating. The 
cocoa nut, mentioned in the following sentence, is equally plentiful. 

t Drmgojran, AamiWM.— Mr. Marsden supposes this to be Indraj^ri, on 
the eastern coast. On the contrary, we look to the western, where the 
name most similar appears to be Ayer Aje (Ajer Rajah or Indrapour, 
Jlfilkum)t in about 2C' S. lat., and near the highest mountains of the 

t Mr. Ifanden has been able to find no confirmation of this peculiarly 
barbarous custom. 7[^e Battas, however, a numerous people in the in- 
terior, are behered to eat the flesh, not only of their enemies, but of 
condemned criminals. It appears also (Marsden's Sumatra, p. 388), that 
at the death of relations, a great feast is held, and numerous animals 
killed, the blood of which is partially sprinkled over the coffin. A ground- 
work is thus afforded, wliicn a credulous iaii|By might work up into the 
«io^ here nanratad. 
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XIY. — Kingdom of Lambri. 

Lambri is a kingdom having a sovereign of its own, 
who owns the supremacy of the khan. The people are all 
idolaters ; they have a great abundance of camphor and 
other spices ; likewise brazil-wood.* This they sow, and 
when it has grown to a little twig, they transplant it to 
another place, and at the end of three years root it up.f 
We brought some of this seed to Venice, but it did not 
spring at all on account of the cold. I will tell you another 
very wonderful thing ; for there are men in this kingdom 
who have tails like dogs, larger than- a palm, and who are 
covered with hair. They remain in the mountains, never 
visiting the towns.t There are unicorns, with various 
beasts and birds for hunting. Now let us depart and tell 
you of Fansur. 

* Mr. Manden proceeds on tlse sappoeition of this being Junbi, on the 
•astern coast, yet repeatedly admitting that it has no correspondence 
except the imperfect one of name. He himself alludes to what we mast 
a^^e with Count Boni in considering the real site. De Barros, the early 
historian of the Portuguese conquests, gives a list of kingdoms in their 
-order : Daya, Lambri, Achem, and others. The first and last of these 
being at the north-west extremity of the island, Lambri must be in the 
same quarter. It might seem, indeed, to be between them ; but the his* 
torian concludes thus : " Barros, Quinchel, and Mancopa, which fidls 
upon Lambri, which is near to Daya, the first that we named." This 
distinctly implies that Lambri was more distant than Acheen, and hence 
farther south than Daya. Accordingly, in about 4^ N. lat. Dclisle's map 
has, in conspicuous characters, Labou. Mr. Marsden has here, NaJabn, 
which he describes (History, p. 18>!^188) as the seat of a considerable 
trade. Mr. J. Arrowsmith has it Analaboo ; still evidently the same with 
the Labou of Delisle, and, as I apprehend, the Lambri of De Barros and 
our traveller. Now his fleet was here, since, in the chapter after next, 
it is mentioned as thence finally setting sail. This is surely a strong 
confirmation of the voyage being along the western coast ; for had their 
tedious detention been on the northern, it was little likely they should 
then sail 100 miles southward, without any object, and inerely to return. 

t Rs^musio represents this process as taking place with another vege- 
table resembling the brazil-wood, which Mr. Marsden conjectures to be 
indigo. Our text, taken from the early editions, makes the plantation 
to be of the Brazil itself. Indigo is afterwards described under its own 



t It is rather mortifying, aft^r Marco had repelled one fiable of this 
description, that he should have given heed to another so similar. Mr. 
Marsden mentions reports he had heard of savage men covered with long- 
hair, and shunning all communication with the other inhabitants. I can- 
not help thinking it very probable, that the orang-outang or pougo of 
Borneo may lurk in some wild mountainous recesses of this sdjaceht 
island. Count Boni mentions, that Carletti, whose travels he had seen 
ChSesi pS^ "* ^®*^ * "^^^ exactly similar to this from his 
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XV.— Kingdom of Fansor. 

The people of Fansar are idolaters', have a king, and 
nominally acknowledge the great khan. Here grows the 
best canfara fafuuriy which is much more valued than any 
other; indeed it sells for its weight in gold.* Wine is 
drawn from trees, in the manner described above : anoth- 
er wonder is, that, in this province, meal is obtained from 
them. These are large, the bark thin, and the interior all 
full of meal. The inhabitants take it out, and make a 
very good paste, of which we often ate.t Having told 
you of the kingdoms in this part of the isle, J will say noth- 
ing of the two others, because we did not visit them. I 
w2l now, therefore, go to another small island called Gav^ 
enispola-t 

XVI.— Islands of NecuTenn and Angaman (Nicobar and Andaman.) 

Departing from Java and the kingdom of Lambri, and 
travelling northward about 150 miles, you find two islands^ 

* FacfuT, Vipino. Fanitir, Ramutio. Mr. Marsden sapxxwes this to 
be Kampar, on the eastern coast, in which the Italian editor seems to 
acquiesce, i cannot but think the real site perfectly evident, though in 
a Tery different quarter ; for it mutt be the disrrict which ^elds that 
rery fine camphor, for which the island is celebrated, bearing twenty 
times the price of that of Japan. This is completely ascertained to faie 
in the interiMr from Bams or Baroos, on the western coast, whence it is 
Galled over the ^wt. Camphor- Barut (Crawford's Indian Archipelago, 
ToL i. p. 517). The very similar expression in the text seems to show 
that the two places, though with names somewhat dissimilar, are in fact 
the same. Count Boni quotes from Abulfeda the notice of Fansur as 
distinguished for this article, named FmuureHai*. According to Cap> 
tain I^w, it is found 250 miles N. from Ayer Bongey, on the western 
coast (mly, being scarcely ever seen on the opposite side of the moun- 
tains (Journal Royal Asiatic Societv, vol. ii. p. 45). It will be observed 
that the fleet had sailed <m to Lambri, whence in the next chapter we 
shall see it departing It was therefore by a detached excursion, or by 
diligent inquinr, that Marco gained his infonnation respecting this im- 
portant seat or commerce. 

t This is manifestly the sago, a fobd now well known and valued in 
Europe. Ramusio has a passage stating that the wood is as hard as iron, 
and sinks when thrown into water ; that it is capable of being split evenly 
from one end to the other, like the bamboo ; that the natives make it into 
lances, which, when hardened in the fire, are superior to those of iron. 
This Mr. Marsden observes to be quite an erroneous statement, as applied 
to ^e sago, beinff applicable only to a palm of a quite difierent species. 
There is not the least trace in the early editions of such a paragraph, 
which has evidently been interpolated by some inaccurate observer. 

X In the Crusca, ^enispola. It is curious that this island is never 
n mentioned, and occurs only in it and the French edition. Count 
i suggests that it may be Pulowajjr. 
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one of which is called Necuveran.* The people have no 
king, and live like brutes, both men and women going 
quite naked. They are idolaters, and have forests of 
noble and valnable trees ; among which are sandal-wood, 
the Indian not, clove, brazil, and many others. 

Angaman is a very large island, without a king ; the 
people idolaters, resembling savage beasts ; indeed they 
are a most extraordinary race, having a head, teeth, and 
jaws like those of a mastiff dog. They are very cruel, 
and eat all the men of every other nation whom they can 
seize, t They have great abundance and variety of spices, 
with fruits different from ours, but live chiefly on flesh and 
milk. Having told of these various peoi^e, I will now 
mention another island. 

XVII.— Island of Seilan. 

When you depart from Angaman, and sail about a thou- 
sand miles westward, a little to the south, you reach the 
island of Seilan,t the very best of its size in the world. 
It is 2400 miles in circuit ; yet I must tell you that an- 
ciently it was larger, being 3600, as appears by the old 
maps of the mariners on that sea ; . but the north wind 
blows with such violence, that a great part has been car- 
ried away by the water.^ The people have a king called 

* In Ramnsio, it is added : — " The other Angaman." This is evidently 
interfwlated by some one who was ignorant of the latter lieing too distant ' 
to admit of its being the island meant, which is evidently another of the 
Nicobar group plainly designated under the name of Necnveran. The 
rade yet harmless character of the people, and the noble trees with 
which the soil is dothed, are fn]ly confirmed by good subsequent author^ 
ities. 

t The group of the Andamans is here manifestly pointed out. All 
^accounts agree as to the ferocious and iutracljable disposition of the in- 
habitants ; Mr. Colebrook considers them as perhaps tlie least civilized 
race in the world. It is even strongly reported, though seemingly not 
proved, that they are guilty of cannibalism. The resemblance to the 
canine race is too strongly stated ; yet they belong to that of the Papnas 
or oriental negroes, whose generally deformed visage, with a projection 
in the lower part of the face, gives a considerable similarity to the ani- 
mnl mentioned. 

t Thie is evidently the well known island of Ceylon, and both the dia* 
tance and direction are here extremely correct. 

^ The maps of Ptolemy, to which the Arab navigators were aocoa- 
tomed to pay great regard, represent the island of Taprobane under veiy 
exaggerated dimensions. Finding these erroneous, yet not willing to 
believe him mistaken, they probably reconciled the difference by the aik> 
founded theory stated in the text. 
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Senderoain, and are tributary to none ; they are idolaters, 
and go quite naked, except a small covering round the 
middle. They have no grain but rice, living on it and on 
flesh. I will now describe the most precious thing in the 
world ; for here are noble and beautiful rubies, which can 
be procured nowhere else ; also the sapphire, the topaz, 
the amethyst, and various other precious stones. The 
king has the most beautiful ruby that ever was or can be 
in the whole world. It is the most splendid object on 
earth, and seems to glow like fire ; it is of such value as 
money ^M>uld' scarcely purchase.* The great khan sent 
his messengers to him, wishing to buy it, and offering the 
▼alue of a city. The monarch replied, that he had re- 
ceived it from his ancestors, and would for no earthly 
consideration part with it. The people are not men-at- 
arms, but' unwarlike and cowardly ; when they need sol- 
diers in war, they send for those of another country, com- 
monly for Saracens. 

XVin.— Origin of the Boodhist Religion in Seilan.T 

I have also to tell you that in this island there is a great 
mountain, of which the rocks are so broken that it can be 
ascended only by chains of iron suspended, whereby men 
may mount to the summit. Here, according to the Sara- 
cens, is the monument of Adam our first father ;t but the 
idolaters consider it as that of Sergamon Borcam. They 
describe this last as the first man whose image they wor- 
shipped, and as the best that ever lived in their country. 
He was son to a great, rich, and powerful king, yet re- 
fiiaed to succeed to the throne, or to attend to any worldly 

* Ceylon is described as peculiarly dittingnished for the number ani 
««riety of its precious stones, but not, as our traveller represents, for 
their ezeellence. Rabies are particularly mentioned in the foremost 
place, and though they are usually small (Milbarn, vol. ii. p. 360), there 
seems no improbability of some one very fine specimen having been found. 
Count fioni refers to a notice of the present one in Haithon's History of 
Armenia, ch. vi., a good and quite independent authority. 

t This ch^ter, in the French, Crasca, and Ramusio, is introduced 
•ome time after, as giving particulars previously omitted. We have 
thought it more satisfactory, after the example of the Paris Latin, to 
introduce it here as its proper place. v 

Z The jHTincipal mountain in the island, and one of great altitude, was 
really named Adam's Peak by the Arabs, before the arrival of Europeans. 
It is of very difficult ascent ; and Mr. Davy actually mentions the use ot 
chains in reaching its summit. — Marsden, p. 671. 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



256 THE INDIAN SEAS, AND HISTORICAL 

concern. The monarch, who had no other son, was both 
grieved and angry. He made him large promises, offer- 
ing even to resign, and raise him immediately to the 
throne ; bat the youth would listen to no such proposal. 
The father was like to die of grief, but bethought himself 
of a plan for bringing him back to the world. He lodged 
him in a yery fine palace, and appointed 30,000 beautiful 
damsels to serve and amuse him. The prince, however, 
remained insensible to their seductions, and led a more 
virtuous and chaste life than before. Now bis habits had 
been so recluse that he had never seen a dead person, or 
one not perfectly sound in his members. One day, hap- 
pening to ride across the path where a man lay dead, he 
was utteriy astonished, and asked of his attendants what 
that was. This being explained, he inquired if all men 
died, and being told they did so, be walked on, musing 
very deeply. Some time after, he saw one unable to 
walk, and with all his teeth decayed through extreme old 
age. Having asked, and being informed what that was, 
be declared he would nu longer remain in this evil region, 
but would seek a place where men neither died nor grew 
old. He left the palace, and journeyed into great and 
trackless mountains, where he spent his whole life virtu- 
ously and chastely, observing rigid abstinence ; so that 
had he been a Christian, he must have been a very great 
saint. When he died, his corpse was carried to his fa- 
ther, who, on seeing the body of one whom he loved bet- 
ter than himself, was grieved to the heart. He made an 
image of him composed of gold and precious stones. AU 
the people of the country adored him as a god, and they 
say that he died eighty-four times,, becoming first an ox, 
then a horse, then a dog, and various other animals ; but 
that the eighty-fourth time he became a god, and they 
worship him as their best and greatest. These were the 
first idolaters, from whom all the others in Seilan were 
descended. But I assure you, many from the most dis- 
tant countries come hither on pilgrimage, as Christians to 
the shrine of St. James, and the monument on this moun- 
tain is said to be that of the prince, whose teeth, hair, and 
skull were preserved. But the Saracens say that it is 
that of Adam, our first parent. God knows which is rights 
but one cannot believe the latter, for the Scriptures of 
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0ar holy charch assure as that he died in another part of 
the world.* Now it happened that the great khan, hear- 
ing that the tomb of Adam, with the other objects men- 
tioned, was on this mountain, sent, in 1284, a numerous 
embassy, who travelled by land to the island of Seilan. 
They went to the king, and procured two of the grinding 
teeth, which were very large, also the hair, and the cup, 
of beautiful green porphyry. They then returned, and 
sent notice to their sovereign of what they were bringing, 
when he ordered his subjects to go forth and meet these 
relics of our first father. AU the citizens of Kambalu 
came out ; the chief men received the sacred objects, and' 
brought them to his majesty, who welcomed them with 
great joy and reverence. I assure you, too, they found 
this cup to be of such virtue, that when food was intro- 
duced for one man, there would be enough for five ; and 
the great khan declared he had trieA this, and found it the 
truth, t Now having told you truly all this history, I will 
leave it and relate other things. 

XIX. — KingAovoM of Maabar. 

When you depart from Seilan, and go westward about 
sixty miles,t you come to the extensive province of Maa- 

* Sergamon, in Ramusio Sog^omoD, is a eorraption of Sakya-mnni, ai 
eommon appeUatdon of Boodha, known as the chief object of veneratiooi 
in Ceylon, as well as Burmah. Mr. Marsden (p. 672), refers to an " Ac- 
ooTint of the Incarnation of Baddha," translated from the Barman by- 
Mr. Carey. In accordance with our author, he is described as a young' 
prince flying into the wilderness, and in vain tempted by his father with> 
every species of splendour, and particularly with female attractions, to* 
return into the world. It is amusing to observe how Marco, following 
the ideas of his age, is struck with admiration at the senseless ascetic- 
life led by this object of Indian idolatry. The doctrine of transmigration. 
here alluded to, also characterizes that creed. The French edition in 
this part followed is more copious than that of Ramusio ; and such is- 
frequently the case with the remainder of the narrative ; whereas the 
latter has hitherto contained usually all the passages found in any other 
edition, with others peculiar to itself. 

t If, however, the modem inhabitants may be believed, the khan did 
not monopolize these precious relics. They still preserve in the great 
temple at Candy a tooth of that sacred personage, in honour of which a. 
splendid festivu and procession are annually held.— Journal of the Royal 
Asiatic Society, voL iii. p. 161. 

't This is exactly the distance from Aripo, the most north-easterly part 
of Ceylon, to the nearest part of the continent ; but Mr. Marsden, in 
making this remark, r«>fuses to claim any credit on that ground for the 
Author, cm account of his alleged general want of predsiou on these 
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bar, on the mainland. It is called India the Greater^ and 
is indeed the noblest and richest country in the whole 
world.* In this province there are five kings, who are 
brothers, and the one that reigns bere is caUed Sender- 
bandi Davar. The largest and finest of pearls are found 
in a gulf between this continent and the island, having 
nowhere more than ten or twelve paces depth of water, 
and in some places only two. Vessels, large and small, 
resort thither from the beginning of April to the middle of 
May, and cast anchor in a place called Battalar, about six- 
ty miles out at sea ; they then go in boats and begin the 
fishery. Many merchants, formed into companies, hire 
and pay the men employed. They gave a tenth to the 
king, and a twentieth to the Abraiamain, who enchants 
the fishes, depriving them of the power to injure the per- 
sons who dive under water for the pearls ; indeed he can 
enchant also all kinds'of beasts and birds. The charm, 
however, lasts only during the day ; at night the animals 
enjoy full liberty. When the men in the boats have found 
water four to twelve feet deep, they plunge to the bottom, 
and get shells called sea-oysters, and within whose flesh 
are found pearls of all sizes and shapes. These are 
brought up in very large quantities, and distributed ovei 
the world, — ^the king drawing from them a great revenue.! 

points ; but we have endeayonred to show that most of his supposed 
mistakes have beea iu fact those of his learned editor himself, or of the 
corrupt texts to which he had access. He imagines the port sailed from 
to be Columbo ; but gives no reason, nor can we discover any, for a lo- 
■ calitT which would convert Marco's very accurate statement into one 
much the reverse. 

* Maabar must not be confounded with Malabar, though it has beem 
80, and the latter term, in Ramusio's text, is erroneously substituted. 
Sig^nifying " the passage,** it appears to apply to that chain of sand-banks 
and coral-reefs named Adam's Bridge by the Arabs, and Rama's Bridge 
by the Hindoos. Mr. Marsden has quoted several writers, both Arab 
and Indian, applying the term Mabar, or Maber, to this district, which 
appears to include Tanjore and the Camatic. The term India, as we 
may observe more fully afterMrards, was applied in that age generally 
;to the southern countries of Asia, among which Hindostan is justly dis- 
tinguished as the greatest and finjast. 

T This account of the place, the period, and the mode of taking the 
pearls, js accordant with the best modem observations. The king still 
claims the same right, but prefers to make it available by farming t^e 
privilege to the merchants engaged. The operatives, however, are paid 
2 ir»ul!! Li n"»<*»<5«- Among these the enchanters are considered 
iL>S« ?!»! ^ r^'^ ^ '®°"" ^^^ d»^«" against the sharks, wIm 
are the ravenous fishes here alluded to.— Ma«ck5», p. ftW-OaO. 
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Daring the rest of the year they are not found here ; but 
at a place 300 miles distant, where they are taken from 
September to the mJddle of October. 

XX. — ^Hindoo Customs and Saperstitioos. 

Now, in all this province of Maabar, there is not a tailor, 
for the people go naked at every season. The air is always 
so temperate, that they wear only a piece of cloth round 
the middle. The king is dressed just like the others, ex- 
cept that his cloth is finer,* and he wears a necklace full 
set with rubies, sapphires, emeralds, and other precious 
stones, worth a great treasure. He has also suspended 
from his neck a silken cord, reaching a pace down, and con- 
taining 104 of the largest pearls and most valuable rubies. 
It is worn because he repeats every day, morning and eve- 
ning, 104 prayers in honour of his idols. To this he is 
bound by his faith and religion, by the example and inunc- 
tion of his ancestors.! He wears also round three parts 
both of his arms and legs, bracelets of gold, full of goodly 
stones and pearls. In short, the number of his jewels is 
surprising, being of more value than a handsome city, and 
no wonder, since they are all produced in his own domin- 
ions. No man is allowed to export either a pearl or stone 
of great value, but must produce it to him, and as he gives 
double its cost, they do so very willingly, whence he has 
collected so ample a store. Now I must tell you of other 
marvellous things : he has 600 wives ; and as sooil as he 
sees a beautiful lady, takes and keeps her for himself.^ 
He did the same in the case of a very handsome wife of 
his brother, who, being a prudent man, submitted, and did 

* Mr. Marsden quotes Sonnerat and Barthema in confirmation of this 
statement. We may add, that Dubois (Manners and Customs of India, 
4to, pp. S04, SOS) represents this as still the genuine Hindoo dress, 
though those connected with the Mohammedan courts have adopted 
from them in addition the tuTban and the muslin robe enveloping the 
person. 

t The use of such chaplets or rosaries, to accompany prayers, is com- 
mon among the votaries of the Bramin and Boodhist religions, as well as 
of the Catholic. According to Mr. Marsden's best information, the num- 
ber of beads is 108,— a small discrepancy. In Ramusio (only), it is 
added that the daily prayer consists m the repetition of the word pa- 
eauea. 

% Ramusio says, " at least a thousand ;" but the present number only 
is stated in the French, Crusca, and other early versions, and is surely 
«»0y»ffia.nt. oi.,i...,GoOgle 
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not quarrel on that account.* The king has certain faith- 
ful adherents, who attend him on horseback, wherever he 
goes, and bold great commands under him ; nay, what is 
wonderful they serve him both in this and in the other 
world. Whenever he dies, and his body is thrown into 
a great fire these vassels throw themselves after him, that 
they may accompany and serve him still in the future 
etate.t It is the national custom that, when the king 
dies, and leaves a great treasure, his son will not spend 
it for the world ; saying, I have all my father's kingdom, 
and people, why should I not support myself as he did. 
Thus the treasure collected in thii& kingdom becomes im- 
mense.! 

In this country no horses are reared, and hence the 
greater part of the revenue is employed in obtaining them 
from foreign regions. The merchants of Curmos, of 
Qu\|ci, of Dufar, of Soer, and of Aden, whose provinces 
contain many steeds of fine quality, purchase, embark, 
and bring them to the king and his four princely brothers, 
selling them for 600 sagi of gold, worth more than 100 
marcs of silver. I assure you, this monarch buys anna- 
ally more than 2000, but, by the end of the year, they are 
all dead, from wanting the medicine necessary to keep 
them in health. The merchants who import them wish this 
to happen, and are therefore careful not to introduce the 
cure.^ Another custom is, that when a man has commit- 
ted a crime, and is condemned to die, he expresses a wish 
to devote himself in honour of a certain divinity, to which 
the king consents. Then his relations and friends place 
him on a wagon, giving him twelve knives, and lead him 
through the city, calling out, ** This brave man is about 

* In Ramusio, this forbearance is ascribed to tbe interposition of their 
mother ; v/hich, in the early versions, is introduced elsewhere, and in 
more general terms. 

t The examples of the servants of Indian princes burning themselves 
along with their masters, are stated hj Mr. Marsden to be namerous ; 
and he quotes from Barbosa and the early Arabians instances of its be- 
"f *i!*® **^ * previous voluntary engagement. 

t The accumulation of treasure, so rare in Europe^is a general policy 
of oriental princes. i~^ o r * 

-t.^'^'* Jf*'***^ finds undoubted testimonies, from Abulfeda to Dr. Bu- 
w -n lif^ *"* ^^^' *" ^^^ »» **»e southern part of the peninsula ; 
^^T^thTf Y^"^^^' ^"^^ ^" (P- 172) has foSnd in Ta^ 
J^ T^J^itSir ^<l\?«»t««' «»^»t frequent vJiciM and peculiar 
•are re requisite to keep them in health. 
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to kill himself for the love of the great idol." When they 
come to the place of execution, he talces a knife and cries 
aloud, " I kill myself for the love of such a deity." He 
then, with different knives, strikes himself in one arm, 
then in the other, next in the stomach, and so on till he 
expires, when the relations burn his body with great joy.* 
I must tell you another custom of this country, that when 
a man is dead, and his body burned, his wife throws her- 
self into the fire with her lord ; she is then much praised 
by the people, and many ladies follow the example. 1 
The men also of this kingdom adore idols, and many wor- 
ship the ox, saying, he is a valuable animal, and on qo 
account would they kill him, or eat his flesh. Yet there 
Is a race named gauit who eat it, but as they dare not 
slay the animal, they use only those that die a natural 
or accidental death. All the people, too, anoint their 
bouses with its dung.^ It is the custom also that the 
king, barons, and other persons sit upon the ground^ and 
when asked why they decline a more honourable «eat, 
they say, " We came from earth, and must return to 

* The pnralence in India of the dark pnu:ti<?e of religious suicide is 
well known. There is no other authority for confining it to criminals, 
or even considering it customary in their case. The traveller may have 
witnessed an instance of the kind, and applied it too generally. Mr. 
Ward, however, observes that the practice prevails chiefly among those 
exposed to incurable diseases, distress, or contempt. He reckons the 
number who thus perish in Bengal at 500, The cutting with sharp in- 
struments is mentioned by modem writers, not as a mode of producing 
death, but as an exhibition made by superstitious mendicants. 

t The reader is probably familiar with the Suttee^ or custom of Hindoo 
widows bummg themselves on the funeral-pile of their husbands, now 
happily abolished by the British government. In Ramusio, it is repre- 
sented as peculiar to the widows of the criminal suicide ; but the early 
versions more correctly report it as a general practice. 

% These gani are evidently the outcast and despised race named Pa- 
riahs, who, being excluded from all intercourse with the higher castes, 
observe none of those restrictions as to food in which the latter take 
pride. They are supposed to form a fifth of the population of Southern 
India. See Account of British India (Edinburgh Cabinet Library), vol. 
ii. pp. 333, 334. The odious character attached to them probably sug- 
gested to the Christians of the country the legend respecting St. Thomas, 
and the absurd statement here made, which our traveller too lightly be- 
lieved. 

$ The degrading homage paid to this animal, as also the filthy manner 
in which it is expressed, are well known ; and Mr. Marsden has accu- 
mulated abundant evidence on the subject. Dubois (p. 121) mentions 
that it is death to kill a cow, and expresses his astonishment that the 
natives should not rise in Insurrection at the view of Europeans slaugh* 
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it, and cannot too much honour this common mother." 
These gaui who eat beef are the persons by whose an- 
cestors St. Thomas the apostle was killed ; hence none 
of this lineage can enter the place where he lies bun- 
ed, nor could twenty men force them in, nor ten hold 
them there, on account of the virtue of that sacred 
body. 

In this country there grows no grain but rice. It is re- 
markable that large fine horsies in process of breeding 
produce only ponies with twisted legs, unfit for riding, 
and good for nothing. The people go to battle with lance 
and shield, entirely naked ; yet are they not valiant and 
courageous, but mean and cowardly. They kill no ani- 
mals of any description ; but when they wish to eat their 
flesh, make them be slain by the Saracens and other na- 
tions, whose laws and customs are different. Both men 
and women wash the whole foody in water twice eveiy 
day, morning and evening, and till then will neither eat 
nor drink. He who omits this observance is regarded as 
we do a heretic* 

Very severe justice is executed upon those who com- 
Hiit murder or any other trespass. When a creditor has 
repeatedly applied for payment and been deceived by fal- 
lacious promises, he takes the following course. He 
draws a circle round the debtor, who dares not move be- 
yond it, till he has either made payment or given good 
security ; and should he attempt to escape, he becomes 
liable to capital punishment. Marco himself, when re- 
turning homeward through this country, was eyewitness 
to a remarkable transaction of this nature. The king 
owed a sum of money to a foreign merchant, and being 
frequently solicited, he put him ofiTwith empty promises. 
One day, when his majesty was riding out, the creditor 
took the opportunity of describing such a circle round his 
person. On seeing what had been done, the monarch 
immediately stopped, and did not move from the spot till 
the demand was satisfied. The people viewed with ad- 

torinsr and devonringr in «uch numbers these adored divinitkjs. That 
they merely deplore it in silence is considered a striking evidence of their 
tame and passive disposition. 

The practice of ablution, so well suited to the climate, is very mu- 
«zai m India, and used as a religious observance.— Marsden, p. 6&. 
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miration this conduct, and pronoanced their soYcreign 
well entitled to the epithet of just.* 

Most persons abstain from drinking^ wine, and reject 
the testimony or guarantee of those who indulge in it ;t 
also of mariners, accounted a reckless and desperate race. 
Dissolute conduct is practised without censure. The 
heat is wonderful, and is the cause of their going naked. 
No rain falls except in June, July, and August, and x^ere 
not the air cooled by showers during these three months, 
it would be impossible; to live. Many are skilled in an 
art which they call physiognomy, which consists in know- 
ing men or women, their qualities good or bad, by merely 
seeing them. They regard augury beyond any people in 
the world ; for, I assure you, if any man sets out on a 
journey, and meets an omen deemed unlucky, he often 
turns back. I Whenever a boy or girl is born, the father 
or mother causes the nativity to be written out, the day, 
months and hour, and these are interpreted by astrologers 
learned in enchantment and the magical art. 

As soon as a son attains the age of thirteen, he is set 
at liberty, and no longer allowed to remain in his father's 
house. He receives from twenty to twenty-four groats 
of their money, and is then considered capable of earning 
his own subsistence by some trade. These boys, accord- 
ingly* run about in all directions- throughout the day, buy- 
ing and selling. During the pearl-fishery, they frequent 
the beach and purchase from the fishermen five or six 

* This parag^ph, with the exception of the first seDtenee, is exclu- 
nrely in Kamusio. The drawings of the circle is an authentic Hindoo 
cnstom. Mr. Mai-sden admits the king's conduct to bear an air of ro- 
mance. We have formerly observed that the name of Marco is studi- 
ously introduced into these apocryphal passasres. 

t All accounts agree in the detestation with which drunlcenness is re- 
garded by the Brahminical orders. Ramusio alone uses the qualified 
expression, wine from grapes ; which we can scarcely consider genuine 
in regard to a country where at that time it could scarcely be known. 

t Ramusio here says : "In every day of the week there is one hoar 
which they regard as unlucky, and 'this th^ name choiach : For in- 
stance, on Monday, the hour meiiaterta ; on Tuesday, that of tena ; on 
Wednesday, that of nana ; and during these hours they make no pur* 
cfamaes nor transact any business, believing it would be unfortunate. In 
the same manner, they ascertain by means of their books the qt^alities 
of every day throughout the year." This passage does not occur in the 
eaiiy editions, and Mr. Marsden has been able to find only slight confir- 
mation of it. 
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small ones, which they carry to the merchant, who, on 
account of the heat, has remained seated in his house. 
They tell him what they have paid, and demand a rea- 
sonable profit, which he usually gives. The day's busi- 
ness being over, they carry provision to their mothers, 
who prepare and dress it for their dinner ; but they do 
not depend at all on their father for a maintenance.* 

Here and throughout all India, the birds and beasts are 
different from ours, except one bird, which is the quail. 
They have also bald owls, which fly in the night ; they 
have neither wings nor feathers, and are as large as an 
eagle. The eagles are black like crows, larger than ours, 
expert both at flying and hawking. Another thing worth 
mentioning is, that they feed their horses with flesh and 
many other dishes cooked with rice. Their monasteries 
are filled with idols, to whom many young girls are de- 
voted by their parents. They must go to the monastery 
whenever required by the superior, which is usually sev- 
eral times a-week. They there sing, dance, and make 
great rejoicings. These young ladies also prepare sa- 
voury dishes of flesh and other food, which they carry to 
the sanctuary, and place before the idol as much as would 
make a good meal for a great lord. They then dance, 
sing, and rejoice, till time has been given for him to feed 
on the substance of the meat, when they take and eat it 
themselves, with great rejoicing. These ladies, who are 
very numerous, continue the same mode of life till after 
their marriage, t Having given you this full account of 
the manners, customs, and doings of this kingdom, we 
shall depart and tell of another, named Mutfili. 

XXI.— Masolipatam— Diamonds of Golconda. 

At this kingdom we arrive after departing from Maa- 
bar and traveUing northward about a thousand miles. It 
is subject to a queen of great wisdom, whose husband 

' * This paragraph, with the ezception of the first sentence, is <m\j in 
Ramusio. Mr. Marsden gives evidence, that Indian boys, at a vaiy early 
period, are actively employed in earning a sabsistence for themselves. 

t These Cunahenvj or dancing-girls, are a well-known appendage to 
Hindoo temples. Dr. Buchanan assures us, that there is none of aay 
consequence in the south to which a number of them are not attached. 
He and other writers represent them as leading very irregular lives, 
wwch 18 not expressly stated here, yet seems impUed in a subsequent 
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died forty years ago, and her love to him was sach that 
she has oever married another. During this whole term, 
she has ruled the nation with great equity, and been bc^- 
loved beyond measure by her people.* They are idola- 
ters and independent ; they live on rice, flesh, and milk. 
In this kingdom, yon must know, is found the diamond ; 
there are several mountains, among which, during nun, 
water flows with great turbulence, and through wide 
caverns; and when the shower ceases, men search 
through the ground previously inundated, and find the 
gems. In summer there is not a drop of water, and the 
heat can scarcely be endured, while fierce and venomous 
serpents inspire great fear ; yet those who venture thither 
discover valuable diamondis. There is also an extensive 
and deep valley, so enclosed by rocks as to be quite inac- 
cessible ; but the people throw in pieces of flesh, to which 
the diamonds adhere. Now you must observe, there are 
B number of white eagles, which, when they see the flesh 
in the bottom of the valley, fly thither, seize and carry it 
to diflferent spots. The men are on the watch, and as 
soon as they see the bird with the spoil in its mouth, raise 
lood cries, when, being terrified, it flies away and drops 
the meat, which they take up, and find the diamond at- 
tached. Even when the prey has been swallowed, they 
watch where the excrement is voided, and obtain in this 
way not a few jewels. Now this is the only country in 
the world containing these precious stones ; and do not 
suppose that the best come to our Christian countries ; 
they are carried to the great khan and other lords of those 
regions, whose ample treasure enables them to purchase, t 

* This place, called in Bamniio M urphili aad Monsol, ia M aaolipatam. 
a floaii^hinf town, the chief of the northern Circars. The distance and 
direction here giren are correct. The qneen ia not mentioned in Ramu- 
■io ; but is introduced on the authority of the two Paris and the Cmsea 
editiom. 

t The diamond mines of Qolconda, in the interior, are celebrated 
throughout the world. This and Pannah, another not very remote dis- 
trict of Hindostan, are the only quarters, previous to the discoreiy of 
Bxazil, in which this most valued of the precious stones was found. The 
teirittny is rugged and rocky, though not in the degree here described ; 
aad it really is in the moistened soil, after the inundation caused by 
the periodica) rains has subsided, that the diamonds are mostly found. 
The story of the eagles- must be classed as fiibulous ; yet there is no 
Mason to suppose it of our author's inrention. It is found in the Arabian 
Nights, where it seema only adopted 4oia iha gmeral belief of Alia* 
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I must mention, too, that here are made the most beaati^ 
fill and Talaable cotton cloths in the world ; also the thin- 
nest and most delicate, resembling our spiders* webs.* 
They have abundance of animals, and the largest sheep 
in the world, with plentiful subsistence of every kind. I 
must now describe the place containing the body of th« 
apostle St. Thomas. 

XXIT.— St. Thomas (Sf adrai), Legends respecting lum. 

This is in a small town of Maabar, containing few in- 
habitants, and seldom visited by merchants, there being 
little trade, and the roads difficult. Many Christians and 
Saracens, however, resort thither in pilgrimage ; the latter 
esteem him a great saint, and even assert that he was a 
Mohammedan. But I will now relate a wonder. The 
Christians who repair to that shrine, take from the place 
a red earth, carry it into their country, and give a small 
portion to any person sick of a fever, who is presently 
cured. But I have now a miracle to tell ; for about the 
year 1288, a baron of this district had a great quantity of 
rice, and filled with it all the houses around the church. 
The pilgrims having thus no place to lodge, prayed him 
much to desist ; but being fierce and proud, he paid no 
regard to their entreaty. Next night, accordingly, Messer 
St. Thomas appeared to him with a fork in his £md, which 
he thrust forcibly against his throat, causing severe paui, 
and saying, ** If you do not forthwith empty my houses, 
you shall die an eviLdeath.-' He disappeared, and the 
baron rose early in the morning, related the apparition, 
and caused all the buildings to be emptied. The Chris- 
tians greatly rejoiced, and honoured this great apostle. I 
could relate other wonderful cures effected on persons la- 
bouring under various bodily infirmities ; but I will now 
merely describe his death. He had left his hermitage in 
the wood, and was engaged in prayer, while around were 
a number of peacocks, which are more numerous here 
than elsewhere in the world. Now an idolatrous Gaui, 
aiming at one of these birds, let fly an arrow without see- 

Cofunt Boni met with it in a srientific treatise on Preeions Staoas, re* 
eently translated by Signer Rainieri from the TaiUsh of Ahmed Tei» 
fachite. 

* Masttlipatam is well known as the chief mart for <he fine cttes 
,«]oMw nuule on ihe oeast cf CttTMumdaL 
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ittgf the saint, whom, however, it struck on the.right side ; 
and finding himself thas wounded, he very mildly adored 
his Creator, and soon after expired. But before coming 
hither, he had converted many people in Nubia,* as I wiU 
afterwards narrate. 

When a child in this province is bom, they anoint him 
every day with the oil of sesame, which makes him be- 
come blacker than at birth, for whoever is most deeply 
tinted is honoured in proportion. Indeed, these people 
paint their god and all their idols black, and their devils 
white as snow. The men, when they go to battle, place^ 
such faith in the ox as a holy thing, that they take the 
hair of the wild bull, and if they fight on a horse, attach 
it to the neck ; if on foot, to their shield ; thinking them- 
selves thus better secured against every danger. Hence, 
the hair of thia animal sells M a considerable price, f 

XXIII. — Lax ; the Bramins. 

Lar is a province lying westward of this place, aiid 
thence came originally all the Abraiamain in the world. 
These are the best and most honest of all merchants, and 

* There can be no doabt, that, from the earliest ages of Christianitjr, 
there resided here a body of Christians, who, with or without reason, 
believed that they were converted by St. Thomas, and that be here suf- 
fered martyrdom. Meliapour, a few miles from Madras,' always, with 
the earliest European travellers, bean his name- ; even the Arabs called 
it Beit-tuma or Temple of Thomas. Some learned writers maintain, 
that it was not the apostle, but a Syrimn monk of the same name, who 

Enetrated into this regicm : but the enntrary is the general belief of the 
Mt. The events here narrated are stamped with the credulity of th0 
ilge ; yet in fact there is nothing in them actually supematurd. The 
death of the apostle, as related, might easily happen by mere accident ; 
•aad in the case of the nobleman, there is merely a dream, which the 
representations of the Christians, though repelled at the moment, might 
easily excite in his mind. 

t The inhabitants of this southern part of India are of a very dark 
'eolour, and they have the custom of frequently anointing their bodies 
with oil ; but there is no reason to suppose the two circumstances oon- 
BActed in the manner here supposed. Many images of the Hindoo deities 
are formed oth species df black granite, and some of their asuras or < 
demons are painted white ; here, too, the motive assigned is probably 
fanciful. The hairs of the wild bull are doubtless thoSe of the yak or 
Thibetian ox, which, under the name of chowry tails, are considered by 
■ffindoo grandees one of the most valued ornaments. The sapersti- 
•tious importance attached to them is nowhere else mentioned : yet is not 
impossible. Probably, however, Marco had little opportunity of oonli- 
'4«iLtial interooarse-with the natives ; so that, while he correctly observed 
ibtni actions, he had not equal meanfl of penetratiof into theu motivea. 
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would noi on any account tell a lie.* They neither eat 
flesh nor drink wine, are faithful to their wives, and lead 
every way very virtuous Iitcs. They take nothing iroiii 
any one, and do nothing that could be considered a sin-t 
They are all known by a silk thread worn over the shoal- 
der, and tied beneath the opposite arm, so that it passes 
across both the breast and back4 They have a rich king« 
who readily purchases precious stones, and enjoins that 
the merchants shall offer to him all the pearls brought 
from Maabar, for which he pays double the cost. They 
therefore procure them in large quantities. They are 
idolaters, and regard omens from birds and beasts more 
than any other nation in the world. I will tell you one of 
their customs : when one wishes to treat for any mer« 
chandise, he rises and observes his shadow in the sun ; 
and if it be of the due length, on that day, according te 

* The origia of the Bramins, who are evidently the order here alluded 
to, haa baffled the moat learaed inquirers ; and it ooald not be expected 
that our traveller, in this cursory visit, should throw much light upon 
the subject. Tet it is curious that Ptolemy has fdaced in this quarter 
the Brachmani Magi ; and Dr. Buchanan mentions that the BTuminahere 
consider themselves a separate and superior race to those of the north : 
looking down with contempt even on each as serve the sacred shrinei of 
Benares. — Buchanan, vol. i. p. 306. 

The position of Lar or Lac, to the west of Madras, carries us to Areot 
and Conjeveram, the last noted for its splendid pagodas ; and here, in 
ftct, D'AnviUe, in his "Antiquity de I'lnde,** places the Brachme of 
Ptolemy.' The appearance of simplicity and austerity might easily in»> 
pose on our author, who would have little opportunity of observing the 
frauds with which this order are chanred. See Account of India (EcUa- 
burgh Cabinet Library), vol. ii. p. 33d-331. The mention of them as 
merchants does not exactly accord with our ideas, and Count Boni sus- 
pects they may be confounded with Banians ; but the latter are chiefly 
confined to the great cities on the western coast. Dubois informa us, 
that in this part of India many Bramins pursue that avocation ; and we 
leam from Buchanan (as above) that there are two dassea, Vaidika, de- 
voted to spiritual services, and Lokika, who follow secular employments. 
The latter are regarded as decidedly inferior ; yet they do not kae 
caste, and may intermany with the others. 

t Ramusio alone haa an additional sentence : *' When any fureigu mer- 
chant, unacquainted with the customs of the country, introduces himself 
and intrusts his adventure to one of them, he carefully attenda to hit 
interest, and renders him a faithful account, not even demanding any 
recompense, unless it is courteously iNt>ffered.'' This editor also a^ia 
in saying that they eat meat, and drink the wine of the country. Count 
Boni is so convinced, and with reason we think, of this being an onnnv 
that he has altered it in his reprint. 

t The te»ii«r, or sacred cord, is a waU-kaowa appendaga of th9 Bxft> 
. inia.^Maraden, p. 6fi6, 
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flertain roles, be makes his bargain ; but if it be not long 
enough, he will not buy a single article. If they go to a 
hou^e for this purpose, and see one of the animals named 
tarantula, which here greatly abound, they observe if it 
comes to them from a lucky quarter, in which case they 
buy ; but if otherwise, they give up the transaction and 
go away. Nay, I assure you, if one leaving his house 
hears a man sneeze in a manner that does not appear 
lucky, he stops and re-enters. Even if on his road he 
sees a swallow approaching from the right or left, in an 
uilucky manner, he returns.* Their teeth are very good, 
through the use of an herb, which makes them look ex- 
tremely well, and is very salutary, f They never bleed 
irom the vein or any other part, yet perfectly preserve 
their health. 

There are among them an order named cuigni, who live 
to an extraordinary age, even 150 or 200 years, yet can 
perform all the service of the mbnastery and idols as well 
as younger men. This is owing to their great abstinence 
in eating and drinking ; for they subsist mostly on rice 
and milk. They mingle also quicksilver and sulphur, 
making a beverage which they drink from their infancy, 
saying that it lengthens their lives.t There is also in this 
kiDgdom a religious order of more rigid cuigui, observing 
the strictest abstinence, leading a very rude and severe 
life, and going perfectly naked. They adore the ox, and 
many wear on their forehead a small effigy of one in cop- 

* We cannot better iUtistnte this passage than by the following ex- 
tncA from Professor Wilson's Hindoo drama, a woik richly illustratiTe 
Iwth of the poetry and manners of India. It is a speech which the native 
poet puts into the mouth of a peculiarly sage and philosoi^c chancter : 

** Fwanc Uw ana, oa yonder hliriitad tree, 

The bird of eril vagarr is percEed. 

Hal OB toy path the black snakf) sleeping Uee: 

Rooaed from his alumber, he unfolds in wrath 

Hi* apiry lencth, and threateoiac beats the croond 

With balk inflated, whilst his hooded neck • 

Expands, and from between his venomed fimgs 

'" ' hia bisaini^ tongne. I slip, vet here 



No plaahy mire betrays my heedless n 
Still tl^robs my left eye, and my left arm tnmblss; 
And stUI that biid fai flight sraistral cries 
e of impendii^ il' " 



To warn me of impendiiw ill." 



I The chewing of the betel-lea^ a habit uniTersal in India, is hem 
eTidently alluded to. Ramusio has it not in this place, but introduces it 
^fierwards at much greater length. 

% This sentence appears only in the French and Cmsca, and I hxn 
Aot been able to find any authority for the practice. . 
Z2 
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per or bronze gilded. Tbey also bum tbe dang, and re- 
duce it to a powder, witb which they reverentially anoiht 
many parts of their body, as Christians use holy water. 
They eat neither from spoon nor platter, but from large 
leaves, mostly of the apple of Paradise. Even these 
must be dry ; for if green, they are said to have a soul, 
which it would be sin to kill ; and they would rather die 
than commit towards any animal an action believed un- 
lawful. When asked why they feel no shame in going 
naked, they say, because they wish to have nothing be- 
longing to this world, which they entered without clothr 
ing ; and committing no sin, they have no reason to be 
ashamed. Besides, they kill no living creature, neither 
fly nor flea, nor hog nor worm, considering they have 
souls. They will sleep on the earth without any cover- 
ing, whence it is a great wonder they do not die, much 
more that they enjoy so long a life. They fasa the whole 
year round, drinking only water.* Some reside in the 
monastery to serve the gods ; but before admission they 
undergo the following trial. The young girls offered to 
the idols caress these new candidates, and endeavour 
variously to entertain them. Such as appear to take any 
pleasure in these endearments, are rejected as unworthy ; 
but if they show themselves totally indifferent, they are 
then retained.! Such are the customs of these cruel and 
perfidious idolaters, who bum the bodies of their dead, 
because otherwise they would breed worms, which after 
eating the flesh would starve, and thus involve in great 
sin the soul to which the body belonged. But I win now 
cease saying any more about them. 

* The term in Ranrasio is tingt^ ; but that of euigiii in the early edi- 
tions comes much nearer to that of jo^ or pogi^ by which, as well aa 
that of sannyasif and sometimes^aibrtf, is desigaaled a much-noted class 
of Hindoo ascetics. Their rigid abstinence, rejection of clothes, and 
icrapulotts tenderness as to animal life, have been observed from the 
earliest ages. The leaf here noticed is that of the plantain, which 
really is of extraordinary size, and used by the natives to hold their 
boiled rice. 

t This odd trial is found only in the French and Crusca (not in RamiH 
mo), and I have not been able to trace any actual confirmation of it. It 
i9, however, distinctly stated that the sannyasi, when raised to the rank 
of great gurus or teachers in the temples, are required, from that m<^ 
ment, to renounc* all the pursuits and pleasures at life, and most espe* 
dallv the society and even sight of the female sex.— Dubois, p. Sftl«, 
Bochaaao, vol. i. p. 28 ; voL iiT. p. 79. 
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XXIV.— City of Cail. 

Gail is a great and noble city, belonging to Asciar, eld- 
tot of the five brother-kings. Its port is frequented by 
all the' ships from the west, Curmos, Quisci, Aden, and 
the who^e of Arabia, laden with merchandise and horses. 
The merchants bring them hither as to a good market, 
frequented by purchasers from other quarters.* The king 
possesses inomense treasures, and wears many precious 
stones. He rules his nation very justly and uprightly, 
for which cause the merchants frequent it, and afford him 
great profit. He has three hundred wives and upwards, 
holding it a high honour to increase their number. When 
discord arises among the five brother-kings, their mother, 
who is still alive, rushes between, them, and will not allow 
them to fight. Often, when they will not yield to her 
prayer, and are about to engage, she takes a knife and 
says, " If you will not renounce this quarrel, I will kill my- 
self presently, and cut away the paps with which I gave 
you milk." When the sons see this great piety in their 
mother, they feel themselves bound to make peace. But 
as soon as she is dead, they cannot fail to quarrel and de- 
stroy each other. 

All the natives here, as well as generally throughout 
India, have continually in their mouths the leaf called tem- 
hU. It afiTords them gratification, and its use has become 
quite habitual ; after chewing they spit out the moisture. 
*%. 

* Call en: Eael i» mentioned by diflerent early travellers as an impor- 
tant haven. Mr. Marsden finds the name in Valentyn's map, near Tu- 
taoorin, in the Tinnevelly country. This, as will appear in the following 
chapter, would entirely derange our traveller's itinerary ; which, how- 
ewr little it may be regarded by him, we reluctantly admit. The term, 
mgaifymg pagoda, is found attached to different spots. We would sug^ 
'mat Point Caiymere, called by D'Anville Callamera Pagode In fact, 
ililbnm (vol. i. p. 864) mentions that there are here two remarkable 
temples ; a circumstance affording strong presumption of thrre having 
formerly been an important city ; and at half a mile's distance is still a 
laige village, with considerable trade. Here the passage from Ceylon 
is shortest, and the small distance formerly stated shows this to be the 
Tidnity to which they crossed ; and there has never hitherto been the 
least mention of any movement southward. In the Crusca, and in an 
Italian MS. of the French library, the name is Caver, at once surgesting 
t3ke great river Caver?, which falls into the sea not far from Point Caly- 
nere. We cannot, it may be said, take the benefit of both names ; yet 
it seems imposHjole not to attach importance to this curious circum- 
.ataiice. If we place Cail here, it will be presently shown that the tnv 
«Ber's itinerary becomes jnrfiMtly comet. 
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The rich mix it with camphor and other aromatic drugs, 
and even with quick-lime. When any one wishes to in- 
Bult another in the grossest manner, be spits this juice in 
his face. The injured party then hastens to the king, and 
declares his wish to decide the quarrel by combat. His 
majesty furnishes him with a svford and small shield ; and 
all the people assemble as spectators of the conflict, which 
is only terminated by the death of one of the parties. 
They are not, however, allowed to strike with the point 
of the sword.* Now let us depart and tell you of the 
kingdom of Coilon. 

XXV.— Kingdom of Coilou. 

After departing from Maabar, and going south- west 600 
miles, you arrive at Coilon. t The people are idolaters, 
yet among them are Christians and Jews. They have 
languages of their own, and a king tributary to no one. 
In this territory grows extremely good brazil-wood, called 
coilomin. Pepper greatly abounds, being collected in the 
months of May, June, and July ; the trees are carefully 
planted and irrigated. Indigo also is very plentiful and 
good, being made of an herb which they place in a great 
vessel, then pour in water, and leave it till the juice is 
given out. Being then placed in the hot sun, it boils, ac- 
quires consistence, and becomes what we see. In this 
country the heat of the sun can scarcely be endured ; if 
you put an egg into any river, it will be boiled before you 
have gone any great distance. Hither resort many mer- 
chants from Manji, Arabia, and the Levant, bringing quan- 

* This paragraph is only in Ramusio. when the sentence referring to 
betel in the earlier editions has been expunged, in order to prepare for 
it. The custom of mixing it with spices, and even quick-lime, is cor> 
rectly stated. In regard to the other particulars, the onl^ coniirmatiott 
which Mr. Marsdeu could find is, that judicial duelling is practiced at 
Onore, on the opposite coast of Malabar. 

f Koulam, Ramtuie. Mr. Marsden naturally enongh supposes this 
to be Coulan, on the western coast, about 100 miles beyond Cape Conu^ 
rin. Count Booi, however, has clearly shown that the place of that 
name described by Marco and pther early Europeans lay to the east of 
that great promontory, from which D'AuviUe makes it 15^ iuu) Renael 
60 miles distant. Milbum has it still in his map. Coilon being thiM 
fixed here, and taking Cail at or near Calymere, the route ai 500 milM 
south-west becomes perfectly correct, instead of the enormous erross 
u>therwise imputable, and which would have been a heavy blot in xosnttfe 
to a space which he himself actually traversed. .^ 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



ACCOUNTS OP WESTERN ASIA. 278 

titles of goods, and carrying away those of the country. 
There are various animals different from all others in the 
world ; such as a black lion, without either spot or mark ; 
panots of numerous kinds, some white as snow, with red 
beak and feet ; others red and white, most lovely ; and 
some extremely small, and very beautiful. The peacocks 
are much larger, handsomer, and of a diffisrent species 
from ours. The domestic fowls are also peculiar ; in short 
they have all things, fruits, beasts, and birds, dissimilar to 
ours, and both handsomer and better. They have no grain 
but rice, and make a wine from sugar, which is good, 
and intoxicates sooner than that from grapes. Every 
thing necessary to support life abounds. Here are a num- 
ber of skillful astrologers and physicians, who know how 
to preserve the human body in health. Both sexes are 
eompletely black, and wear no covering except a fine cloth 
about the middle.* Their behaviour to each other shows 
little sense of propriety. A man will marry his cousin- 
german, the widow of his' father, and even of his brother ; 
this is the custom among all the people of India. 

XXVI. — Comari (Cape Comorin). 

Comari is a country of India, remarkable in this respect, 
that the north-star, which we had not seen since leaving 
Java, appeared to us when thirty miles out at sea, rising 
about a cubit above the horizon. There are few domes- 
tic, but abundance of wild animals, particularly monkeysr 
of various shapes, some of which would almost seem to 
be men. There«are cats of a very peculiar and wonderful 
species, lions, leopards, and ounces in great numbers, t I 
will now proceed to Eli. 

* These details resemble those formerly giyen, and are renerallj oaq> 
net. This being the most soathem quarter of India, the heat is of 
eoarse peculiarly intense. The rude process of manufiicturing indiro 
is said to be very tolerably described. By the lioD, the traveller usually 
means the tiger ; and this species, as well as thtf panther, is stated by 
FW>lino to be here of a very dark colour. 

t Comari is evidently the countir around Cape Comorin, the southern 
promontory of India. While Coifon was supposed tu be westwaitJ, it 
appeared entirely misplaced ; but when the former is fixed in the east, 
the cape comes quite in its place. The adjacent territory is really 
described as rude and thinly inhabited. The former disappearance of the* 
' ixorth'Star, which seems to mean the Greater Bear, must have been owing 
to the season of the year, not, as he seems to suppose, to his place on the 
ttath, tar bis track had for some time been considerably fimber north. 
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XXVIL— Eli or D0I7. 

Eli is a kingdom, about 300 miles west of Gomari. The 
people are subject to a king, idolaters, with a peculiar Ian* 
guage, and independent of foreigners. I will tell you fully 
their customs and manners, which you will understand 
better, as we approach nearer home. There is no port 
except a large river, with a good entrance. Pepper grows 
in great abundance, and there is a considerable produce 
of ginger and other spices. The king is very rich, bnt 
not powerful in men ; yet his dominions have such strong 
approaches, that he has no dread of invasion. If any 
vessel destined for another port is driven hither by stress 
of weather, the people seize and possess themselves of all 
its cargo, saying, " You were going to another place, but 
God sends you and yours to me.'*. In this they think 
themselves quite guiltless. Ships come from Manji and 
other parts in the summer, load in eight days, and depart 
as soon as possible, there being no port, but dangerous 
sandbanks. Those of Manji are least apprehensive, being 
provided with large wooden anchors. There are here lions 
I and other wild beasts, with good hunting.* 

XXVIII.— MeUbar or Malibar. 

Melibar is a great kingdom towards the westward, with 
a sovereign and languages of its own.t The people are 
idolaters, and subject to no foreigner. Here the north- 
star, at its greatest height, appears two cubits above the 
water. From this and an adjacent province named Goz- 

* Eli OT Dely is eridently deriyed from Mount' Delly, a small spaos 
north of Canataor. A little soatlkwanl it is a broad river, with a part 
anciently flourishing; but Paolino found it, even in his time, almost 
closed up, the trade being- probably transferred to Cananor and Calicut. 
The distance is very correct'; but the traveller here and all alonsr this 
coast, has giyen the direction too much to the cardinal point of WMt 
omitting to notice the great declination southward. 

t This name is Malabar ; but Mr. Marsden imputes a ver^ great error 
in beqrinning' it here, while the small tract called by the natives Malaya- 
lam lies wholly south of Mount Dellv. Marco, however, would nata- 
rally take the information from his Arab pilots ; and that nation, followed 
by mcidern Europeans, invariably ascribe to it a much greater extennoo. 
The very term is Arabic, and, as well as the native one, means n*oant> 
ain-amntry, which is applicabie to the whole range of this western coast, 
-k It 18 admitted that Abulfeda uses it in this extended sense ; and Linscho- 
ten, ch. xlii. p. 77, slates the Malabars as extending from Goa to Caps 
Comonn ; which would, we apprehend, nearly coincide with the nopnlw 
Ideas in modern Europe. *r«""*» 
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urat, there issue annually a body of upwards of a hundred 
vessels, who capture other ships and plunder the mer- 
chants. Being sea-robbers, they carry with them their 
wiveif and children, and remain together all the sum- 
mer, doing great injury to trade. These wicked corsairs 
form what they call a ladder on the sea ; twenty of them 
idace themselves five miles from each other, and thus 
command a hundred miles in extent. When a merchant-^ 
Bian comes in view, a light is kindled, which is repeated 
hy one after another ; so that no vessel sailing here can 
escape them. The mariners, however, knowing well their 
wicked customs, come well armed and prepared, and fight 
ft desperate battle, often beating them off with loss ; but 
at other times fall into their hands. The pirates then take 
the ship with all the goods, but do no injury to the men, 
saying to them, ** Go and collect another cargo, that we 
may have a chance of getting it too."* 

In this country is a vast abundance of pepper, and also 
of ginger, with a good supply of cinnamon and other 
fittces, also cubebs and cocoa-nuts. Cotton cloths, the 
most beautiful and delicate in the whole world, are here 
manufactured, with other valuable articles.! To purchase 
these goods, the merchants from other quarters bring cop- 
per, which they use as ballast ; cloths of silk and gold, 
sandal-wood, and other spices. Ships come even from 
the great province of Manji ; and the dealers here convey 
the goods to various quarters in the west, whence the 
most valuable are forwarded to Alexandria. Having told 
yoa now of Melibar, we shall go to Gozurat, but it would 
be too tedious to inform you of all the cities of these coun- 
tries, they are so very numerous. 

* NoChinff can be more accordant wiih the tenor of hintary than the 
yintScal habite which the aathor ascribes to this and the adjoining prov- 
laoe. The rode temper of the mountaineer tribes, and the numexoiu 
null harbours along the coast, have led in almost every age to this enor- 
mity. Even Ptolemy has designated it the coast of the pirates ; and Pliny 
complains of the losses there sustained by the East India trade. The 
eoly exception perhaps is at the present, when it has been nearly pat 
4own by the superior navy of Britain. In our traveller's time, there ap- 
pmn to have beisn no dominant power to keep the marauders in check. 

t This coast is well known as the chief quarter whence Europe ia ^ 
nppUad with pepper : and it is rich in other spices, though of less im- 
poitanoe. The cotton manufacture also flounshes, but the author is 
BMher hasty in using again the superlative degree, already applied to 
tksM rf Ma tu lir ^t nii 
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XXIX.~Kiiigdom of G<iKant.* 

Grozarat, too, is a great kingdom to the west, haying 
languages and a king of its own, and subject to no other. 
Here the north-star rises to the apparent height of six 
cubits. The greatest pirates in the world live here, and 
have a most wicked custom ; after taking a merchant, 
they make him drink tamarinds and sea-water, then eXf 
amine carefully if he voids any pearls or precious stones, 
which are alleged to be usually swallowed on such emer- 
gencies, t There is in this land a great quantity of pep- 
per and indigo, with a good deal of ginger. Cotton also 
abounds, and the trees which bear it, when twenty years 
old, rise to the height of six paces ; but the produce is 
then unfit to be spun, and can only be used for quilting. 
Before twelve years, it is well fitted for the former pur* 
pose.t An immense quantity of dressed leather is {nre- 
pared from the skins of the goat, the buffolo, the wild ox, 
unicorn, and various other animals, and it is largely ex- 
ported to Arabia and adjoining regions. Coverlets of red 
leather are also framed, with representations of birds and 

* It is impossible not to be startled by finding- the name of Gnzerat 
ipplied to this coast, under which it is never recognized hy Europeans, 
while he will be fawA not applYinjr the term to that so named bj vs. 
On this last point, however, mr. Elpbinstoae (History of bidia, vol. i. 
p. ftSO) states that the name is not known to the natives, who use those 
of Soreth and Kattiwar. Mr. Hamilton (Gazetteer of India, vol. i. p. 
601) remaxka, that the greater part of MsJwa and Khandeish was for* 
meny named Gnzerat. Indeed, tbis mast have been the original appli- 
cation of the term, only extended to the peninsula by its becoming jMit 
of the same viceroyalty. This brings it very close to the district here 
mentioned ; and the same power may at the time have mled over both. 
Linschoten, chaps, iz., x., mentions, that all the ports <m this coast eoBh 
tnined nnmerous Goznratis, whom he combinea with the Banians as the 
most active merchants. Abnlfeda agrees with onr author in stating 
Malabar and Gnzerat as confining with each other. 

t This coast, which indndes the tract called the Concaa, really ii 
itill more infamoua for piracy than the one farther south. At Gheria, 
in the last century, Angria had established a kind of piratical kingdom, 
which the utmost efibrts of the British navy were required to extirpate* 
Account of India (Edinbuivh Cabinet Library), vol. ii. p. 119-191. 

t The species dsscribed nere is not the common cotton shmb, which 
is an annual, but the b»mbax or silk-cotton tree. In Ramusio, it is said 
to be "suitable for muslins and other manufactures of eztraordinaiy 
fineness." Mr. Marsden reasonably suspeeU this to be a corruption; 
and, in fact, the French and other early editions merely say, as in th» 
^^* ^ "'*•? '"' »IMnning ." Even tiiis is going too far : and th* 
Sfi?^«"?l'".t '^l'*!^ ^^^^ ^"^ *»*« confusion by aupponnff the aBnual 
plant to be the bombax in a young state. * trr -• ^ 
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beasts, most delicately interwoven with gold and silyer 
thread. They are wonderfully beautiful, and being used 
by the Saracens for sleeping upon, are worth ten marcs of 
silver. There are also cushions woven with gold, valued 
at ten marcs. In short, this leather is embroidered for 
royal use, more delicately than in any other part of the 
world.* 

XXX.— Tana (Bombay). 

Tana is a great kingdom in the west ; the inhabitants 
idolaters, with a language of their own, under a sovereign 
subject to no other. It does not produce pepper, or such 
trices as the other provinces ; but yields incense, not 
white, bnt of a brown colour, t There is a great trade in 
leather finely dressed, also in good cotton, both raw and 
D^e into cloth. The merchants import gold, silver, 
brass, and other goods necessary for tihese kingdoms, re- 
ceiving various articles in return. But I have a bad thing 
to tell you ; for many pirates issue hence, scouring the sea, 
and greatly injuring the sailors ; and the king sanctions 
their conduct, having made an agreement, that they bring 
to him all the horses captured, which are very numerous, 
being in great request over all India. But gold, silver, 
precious stones, and the rest of the cargo, belong to them- 
selves. Now this is bad and very unjust conduct. Let 
us leave this country and speak of Cambaia. 

XXXI.— Kingdom of Cambaia. 

This is a great kingdom to the west ; the people idola- 
ters, with a language of their own, and a ruler subject to 
no other. Here the north-star appears more fully, as it 
always does the farther you go westward. This region 
is rich and productive, particularly in excellent indigo ; 
also cotton, both raw and manufactured, which is export- 

* We are not accustomed to view this as an Indian manufacture ; jet 
Idnschoten describes it in nearly the same terms ; so that it appears to 
have flourished at an early period. The practice of dyeing skins still 
prevails. 

t The name in Ramusio is Eanan ;. in others Chana and Caria ; bnt 
Mr. Marsden justly infers that the real one is Tana, on the island of 
Salsette near Bombay ; and this name is really found in the French and 
Crusca editions. Marco is correct in stating that no pepper is here pro- 
duced. The incense described is gum benzoin ; but Mr. Marsden infers 
that it must have been imported from Sumatra and onJy seen in the 
warehouses here. 

Aa 
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ed to many other coantries. I may add, many hides are 
dressed and worked with a ski]! nowhere surpassed ; also 
other articles too tedious to enumerate. The foreiga 
merchants bring mostly gold, silver, and brass. The peo- 
ple are not pirates, but honest ; living by trade and man- 
ufacture.* And now I will tell you of Semenat. 

XXXII.— Eingdaia of SenMnat (Siunnaut). 

This is a great country to the westward. The inhab- 
itants are idolaters with languages of their own, and a 
monarch subject to no other. They are not pirates, but 
live by trade and industry, as good men ought to do. Th^ 
country is rich, and frequent^ by many merchants. The 
people, however, are fierce and cruel idolaters.! 

Kosmacoran is a kingdom with a sovereign and lan- 
guages of its own. The people are idolaters, and raise 
abundance of rice, on which and on flesh and milk they 
subsist. There is a great trade by sea and land, but no- 
thing else worth mentioning.^ Now this is the last prov- 
ince found in India, in ^ proceeding between west and 
north-west ; and all the kingdon^s already described, from 
Maabar to this, belong to that India which is called the 

* This is evidently Camboia, an important kingdom, the capital of 
which is situated at the head of the gulf of that name. The latter 
bounds the peninsula of Guzerat, of which probably a considerable part 
is here included. The shores of this iulet being out of the great mari- 
time route, were not a natural seat of piracy, with which indeed this 
oountrjr has never been reproadied. 

t This is evidently Sumnaut or Puttan Samnaut, celebrated for its 
splendid temple, destroyed in 1024 by Mahmoud the Ghiznevide. See 
Account of British India (Edinburgh Cabinet Library), >^. i. p. 194- 
196. The name is here generally applied to the territory whiob we call 
Guzerat. The bad character of the people is supposed by Mr. Marsdoi 
to have been dictated by religious antipathies ; but it appears iu fact that 
the Kattees or natives of Kattiwar are peculiarly barbarous and ferociims, 
exceeding in this respect their neighbours the Rajpoots themselves, fiercer 
than the other Hindoos. Trans. Bombay Lit. Soc., vol. i. pp. 265, 373, 274. 

4 Mr. Marsden states that he felt^difficu1t3r as to this name, till he ap. 

eied to Major Rennell, who suggested that it was the same with Kidg- 
akran, usually applied in India to Mekran, the most southern province 
of Persia. Kidg he supposed to have been an ancient metropolis, whose 
name, according to a usage prevalent in* India, was joined to that of the 
cj'Jt^T- Pottinger, accordingly, found Kedge to be the actual capital 
of B^kran. Having sailed along this extensive coast, Marco would enter 
the I'ersian Gulf, and oonolude his voyage ; but we shall find him now 
iSiaii Owsm "^'^ *^^ extensive regions on the western shores of the 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



ACCOUNTS OF WESTERN ASIA. 279 

Greater, and is the first of any in the world. I ha^e, 
however, only mentioned those on the seacoast, since to 
treat of the inland ones would have heen too tedious. I 
shall therefore proceed to notice certain islands also be- 
longing to India, and first two called Male and Female. 

* XXXni.— blandt called Male and Female. 

The isle called Male is full 600 miles out at sea, south 
of Kesmacoran. The people are baptized Christians, at- 
tached to the law and customs of the Old Testament ; they 
are very reserved in their intercourse with their wives. AU 
the latter, indeed, dwell in another isle which is called 
Female. The men go and reside there three months in 
the year— March, April, and May — ^when they return to 
their own residence, and spend the remaining nine months 
in labour. In this isle is found very fine and beautiful am- 
ber. The people live on rice, milk, and flesh, and excel in 
fishing, capturing enough both' for their own fijod and for 
exportation. They have no ruler except a bishop subject 
to the Archbishop of. Scotra, and have languages of their 
own. The isle where their wives reside is thirty miles 
distant ; but they conld not live if they spent the whole 
year with them. The sons remain with their mothers till 
the age of fourteen, when they go to join their fathers in 
their separate abode, f 

.* We have obaerved tliat the Poll, -with their fitir chaiver would an- 
donbtedly steer from the coast of Guzerat to the Persian Gulf, with the 
view of landing at Ormus. In undertaking, therefore, to give us a view 
of the western borders of the Indian Ocean, Marco could only be guided 
by the reports of his Arab pilots. Though daring and skilful in their 
▼otation, they could not be men of highly cultivated minds, and were 
probably deeply imbued with that taste for the marvellous, indicated by 
the publication, during that century, of the celebrated fiction of the 
Arabian Nights. Mr. Crawfurd has' remarked the probability that at 
Sumatra he would be obliged to take on board pilots of this nation, the 
influence of whose spirit may perhaps be remarxod during the whole at 
the subsequent voyage. 

t Mr. Marsden supposes the islands here meant to be those named 
Abd-al-curia or the Two Sisters, lying to the west of Socotra; and 
Count Boni coincides. I cannot but remark, however, that they are 
placed midway between Mekran and this last, 900 miles from each, 
and the total lOOO is necessary, and indeed not quite sufficient, to make 
tip the distance. The two islands would, by the above supposition, be 
on the opposite side of Socotra, and very near it, while the whole de- 
scription seems to indicate them as remote from any other land. Count 
Boni, indeed, was informed by M. Zurla, that in the Soranzo MS. the 
distance is made only forty miles ; but this codex, being proved to b« of 
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XXXIV.— lile of Scotra. 

About 500 miles south from these isles you find that 
of Scotra, the people of which are baptized Christians, and 
have an archbishop. Ambergris is very plentiful, being 
voided from the entrails of whales, which are pursued 
most actively, in order to obtain this precious article. 
They strike into the.ani^ial a.. barbed iron so firmly that 
it cannot be drawn, put. A Jong line attached enables 
them to discover the placCv where the dead fish lies, and 
drag it to the shore, ^hen they extract from its belly the 
ambergris, and from its head several casks of oil.* Fine 
cotton cloth is made ; and abundance of good salt fish pre- 
pared. The people subsist, on rice, milk, and flesh ; and 
go naked after thQ^nanner of the other idolatrous Indians. 
To this island come many ships and merchants ; and in- 
deed all those destined for Aden touch there. ^The arch- 
bishop has no connexion with the See of Rome, but is sub- 
ject to a primate resident at Bagdad who appoints him, as 
well as sends mandates to bishops .and prelates in other 
quarters of the world. Hither, top, rep?iir loiany corsairs 
with their ships to sell their booty, and fipd a ready mar- 
ket, because the Christians, knowing it to haye been ab- 
stracted from idolaters and Saracens, scruple not ^o pur- 
chase, t 

I can tell you moreover, that these Christians are the 
most skilful enchanters in the world. The archbishop, in- 
deed, forbids and even punishes this practice, but without 

fieoondaiy importance, can scarcely stand against the nnited Toice of all 
the others. I cannot help suspecting- the whole to he a mere flight of 
Arabian fancy. Mr. Marsden has found in Barbosa, and Count Boni in 
De Barros, representations of the females of Socotra as somewhat Amap 
zonian, both as to yalour and separation from the other sex. 

* This passage, though only in Ramusio, gives a tolerably correct ac- 
count of the capture of the spermaceti whale. The opinion here given 
of the origin of ambergris has been controverted, but is the one now 
generally received. See MaccuUoch's Commercial Dictionary, p. 30. 

t Socotra is not much frequented now, when vessels studiously steer 
through the open ocean ; but in an age when they kept close to the coast, 
it became necessarily a main thoroughfare for those passing between the 
respective shores of Asia and Africa. Mr. Marsden has successfully 
proved its having then been so, from the best early authorities. The 
^^Vi"******"^ ^°"*** naturally render it the haunt of pirates ; indeed 
Abulfeda actually charges the people as themselves engaged in that«nor- 
. ^^.- There is also abundant proof of their having embraced Chxit- 
tiamty under a schismatic fonn, the Nestoi^an or Jao6bi)e. 
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any avail ; for their ancestors, they say, followed it before 
them, and they will continue. For instance if a ship is 
proceeding full sail with a favourable wind, they raise a 
contrary one, and oblige it to return. They can make it 
blow from any quarter they please, and cause either a dead 
calm or a violent tempest.* They perfonn many other 
marvellous enchantments, which it would be wrong to 
relate ; they would excite such amazement. We shall 
therefore leave them, and describe the island of Mada- 
gascar. 

XXXV .—Madagascar. 

This is an island towards the south, about a thousand 
miles from Scotra. The people are Saracens, adoring Mo- 
hammed ; and they have four sheiks, or old men, who rule 
the entire country. This is really one of the noblest and 
greatest islands in the world, being reputed 4000 miles in 
circuit. In no region are so many elephants bred, and 
their teeth sold, as here and in Zanghibar.f No flesh is 
eaten but that of camels, of which an incredible number 
are killed every day ;t and being supposed better and more 

* A power over the winds is often claimed by soroeren ; and in this 
■olitary island, sommnded by a stormy ocean, uae pretension would be 
both natural and profitable. However little our readers may be inclined 
to admit it, there is ample proof of its being generally believed in by the 
early Portugaese navigators. 

t The present is believed to be the first notice oonveyed to Europe of 
this great island. Its dimensions are exa^erated, even if we take Ra- 
mosio's estimate of 3000 ; but in the earher editions it is as here, 4000. 
Considering this, with the meotion of the elephant and the giraffe, — 
animals not found in this island,— I have little doubt that the Arabs 
oomhined with their idea of Madagascar a large portion of the adjacent 
continent. Oomparing the present with the following chapter, it will 
be seen that they had not traced in any continuous manner the coast of 
Eastern Africa, but had reached only detached portions, which they con- 
ceived to be lai*ge islands. From what is stated respecting the currents, 
they evidently had not penetrated through the Mozambique channel, and 
might easily suppose the numerous islands in the northern part to belong 
to a mass of land. The Moslem religion and Arab social system do not 
now exist ; but there vis full proof of their being formerly established, 
though expelled after the decline of that nation in Eastern Africa, where, 
even at the arrival of the Portuguese, they were found holding great 
sway. 

t Camels are not found here : and though Marsden mentions instances 
of their llesh being prized as food, there can I think be no doubt that the 
animal alluded to is a peculiar species of ox or bison, with a hump on 
the shoulder, which Fiacourt reports having been by some mistaUo ivpt 
« camel. 

Aa2 
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wholesome tban any other, it is used if possible durin; 
the wh(^ year. The red sandal grows here to the height 
of our forest trees, and is sold with advantage to foreign- 
ers. Ambergris also abounds, from the number of whales 
which, as you know, yield that substance. There are 
leopards, ounces, and lions ; likewise various other ani- 
mals, such as stags, wild goate, and deer, some of great 
size. The birds are equally various, several wonderfully 
different ftom ours. Many ships arrive with abundance 
of goods, as cloths of silk and gold, which are profitably 
exchanged for those of the country. Mariners, however, 
cannot reach the other islands lying south of this and of 
Zanghibar, owing to the violence of the current running 
in this direction. It is such, that while vessels can come 
hither from Malabar in twenty days, they spend three 
months in returning. 

Mow I must mention, that in these southern isles, the 
birds called griffon are reported to exist, and to appear at 
certain seasons ; yet they are not formed as we describe 
and paint them, half-bird, half lion, but exactly like the 
eagle, only immeasurably larger. They are represented 
.80 huge and powerful, as to take up the elephant and car- 
ry him high into the air, then let him drop, whereby he is 
at once killed, and they feed upon bis carcass. It is as- 
serted that their wings are twelve paces long, and when 
spread out, extend thirty paees across ; they are thick in 
proportion. I must add, that the khan sent messengers 
to obtain information about the cpqntry, and also the re- 
lease of one of his subjects who had .been made prisoner. 
They and the captive related to him many great wonders 
of these strange isles and brought teeth of a wild boar, in- 
conceivably U^ge : I assure you he found them to weigh 
fourteen pounds. You may thus judge as to the size of 
the boar ; and indeed some are equal to a buffalo. There 
are also giraffes and wild asses, and other beasts and biMs 
wonderfully different from ours. To return to the griffon ; 
the people of the island do not know it by that name, but 
cnll it always rue ; but we, from their extraordinary size, 
certainly conclude them to be griffons.* Having nothing 

* The bird mentioned in this cnriins paragraph appears to be either 
the albatroM, which, though proper to more southern latitudes, may haT« 
orraMonaUj visited the shores of Madagascar, or^lsa (he condor of Sonth- 
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•more to tea of this island, I will now go on to that of 
Zanghibar. 

XXXVL—Cout of Zaoglulnr. 

Tliis is a verj great and noble island, about 2000 miles 
in ciicoit.* The people are all idolaters, have languages 
and a king of their own, and are subject to no other power. 
They are not very tall, but so broad and thick, that in this 
respect they appear like giants ; and they are likewise 
Immensely strong, bearing as large a burden as four other 
men, which is really no wonder, for they eat as much as 
five. They are perfectly black and go naked, with the 
exception of a cloth round the waist Their mouth is so 
wide, their nose so turned up, their lips and eyes so big, 
that they are horrible to behoki,t and any one meeting 
them in another country would believe them devils. £le- 

«ni Africa. The fbnner hM been known to measure from wing to wing 
15 feet, the latter above 10. In either case the exaggeration i» very great ; 
the ttatemeut, howeTcr, Tariee much ; for the extreme length, instead of 
a8 paoes as here, in the Crasea is only SO, and in Rampsio 10. The 
latter adds the account of a feather 90 spans long, and the quill part 
two palms in circumference, which was carried to the great khan, by 
whom Jt was greatly admired. As nethina- of all this is found in any 
«arly edition except the Italian Mnseam MS..— not a first authoritjr, — 
we may oondude it to be the uuauthorized embellishment (rf* some faith- 
less translator. The statement rests onl^ on the warm fancy of the 
Arabs, here DecuHarly excited by the menttion of such a gigantic bird in 
the Arabian Nights, iron which, in hat, they have borrowed the name 
rukk. Nay, there appears to be throughout Asia a superstitious belief 
of its existence. The identity with the grilfon is admitted in the French 
▼ersion, here followed, to be a comment of the writer's own, for which 
I have no doubt we are indebted to the romantic studies of Rutticians ; 
00 that two schools of fitUe have been at work in producing this extrsr 
ordinaiy paragraph. 

The boar here mentioned appears to be the boeehwerk, called by Lin- 
«»QS gu» vtkiofneut. It has four tusks, the two largest of which, nine 
inches long and five in circumference, project like horns, being turned 
up at the end, and rendering the animal truly formidable (Barrow's 
Africa, voL i. p. SOS). A hugs qiecimen might possess such a dimensian 
as is here stated. 

* This is evidently the part of the eastern coast of Africa usually 
called Zanguehar, which signifies country of the Ethiopians or Negroes. 
We pointed out under the last, chapter that want of the knowledge of 
Africa, viewed as a continent, which probably led the Arabs to consider 
this and other districts as islands. 

t We have here a picture of the negro, evidently drawn from the life, 

Ct very strongly caricatured. The traveller does not intimate whether 
had ever seen one himself. Probably he bad not, and received the 
^MCiiption froB his Arab sfaipmatei. 
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phants sboond, and a great trafflc is carried on in theb 
teeth ; likewise lions of a pecaliar species, with ounces 
and leopards. In short, they have all kinds of beasts dif- 
ferent from others in the world ; inchitiing sheep entirely 
white, with only the' head black, and none of any other 
coloor.* 

Here too is the girafl^, a most beautiiiil creature, 
whose shape I will describe. Behind, it is low, and the 
legs very short ; while those before, and the neck, are 
rery large, so that its head rises three paces from the 
ground. The animal is small, and is quite harmless ; and 
its colour being red and white, in circles, it is very beau- 
tiful, f But there is a thing which I had foiigotten about 
the elephant, that it caresses the female in the same man- 
ner as the human species. I must say, the women of this 
inland are most ugly objlects ; with large mouth» eyes, and 
nose, and their breasts four times the ordinary size ; in 
short, they are hideous. The people live on rice, flesh, 
milk, and dates, and though they have no vines, make a 
Tery good liquor of rice, sugar, and spices. There is a 
great trade, particularly in elephants' teeth ; and a good 
' quantity of amber. The men are very brave in combat, 
and have little fear of death. They have no horses, but 
flght upon camels and elephants, placing on them castles 
well covered, with sixteen or twenty men mounted on^ 
them bearing lances, swords, and staves, and making a' 
very powerful force in battle, t They have no arms ex- 
cept leathern shields, lances, and swords, with which they 
flght well. When leading the elephant to the combat, they 
give him to drink of their wine or liquor, which renders 
him more fierce and effective. I must now proceed to 
the great province of Abascia, but first wish to say some- 
thing more of India in general. 

* Mr. Mandea fiada thia statennnt ooniinied bj Hamiltoii, • good 
aathority. 

t This elegant animal, now fiuniliar in oar menageriea, ia lwr« ooir- 
reetly described. 

% The traveller is correct na to the iitimber of elej^haata, bst appettra 
mistaken in supposing them tamed and trained for war. They oertninly 
were so Uy the Carthaginians ; but there is no aooonnt of aach a prm> 
tjce in modem times. He probably had seen them so employed in India, 
1 j!? wwmng that they were hero equally numerous, too hastily eoa- 
clttded that the same oouaa would be foUowvd. He ia ooneot an to duft 
wantofhonea. 
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XXXVIL->The Iilaiute ia the Indiaa Saa. ' 
Fou mnst know I have described only its noblest king- 
doms and isles ; those that make the flower of the region, 
and to which the rest are mostly subject. No man could 
enumerate all the islands ; they are estimated at 12,700, 
inhabited and uninhabited, according to the ^svritings of 
the most skilful mariners. In the Greater India, which 
extends from Maabar to Kesmacoran, are thirteen very 
great kingdoms, of which I have described • ten. The 
Lesser India, stretching from Zinaba to Montifi, contains 
eight, and this is exclusive of numerous others that are ia 
the islands.* 

XZXVnL?-Kiiigdopn of Abawia. 
Abascia is a very great province, called the Middle In- 
dia.! The supreme monarch is a Christian ; the other six 
kings are subi|ect to him, three being Kelievers, and three 
Saracen. The. Christian people of this province have 
three marks^ npon.iheir face, one from ine forehead to 
the middle of theliiDse, and one on each cheek, made 
with a hot iron, and ;hesein consists their baptism. There 
are also Jews havirig.a;mark on each cheek, and Sara- 
cens with only one on the forehead and nose.t The great 
king lives in the middle of .the province; the Saracens 

* We have had occasion to obserre the wide extension given to the 
same of India. Here are clearly die(ii%ti]«hed three regions so named : 
the Greater, including Hindostan and Sm^^m Persia ; the Lesser, or 
the country be/ond the Ganges ; the Middls, meaning Abyssinia. Mr. 
Marsdea has found, in the early travellers, Conti and Barboea, nearly 
the same limits and divisions applied to this celebrated name. Indeed, 
in the popnlar language of Europe, the term East Ipdies is stiU applied to 
sUl the southern coasts trf* Asia, exclusive of China ; East being evident- 
lyadded to distinguish it from the region since discovered and named the 
flPs«e Indies. The islands here mentioned are supposed by Mr. JMarsden 
to be the very numerous groups of the Maldives and Iiaccadives. He is 
dotibdees so fitr ooirect ; but ctmsidering the exteufoon fif the name east- 
unund, it seems probable that the Oriendtal ArchipsUgo is also included, 
especially when we find the mention of kingdoms in theaw islands. In 
Ramusial Zinaba is Zampa (Tsiompa), the &rst kingdom reached after 
leaving China, while Montifi is Muxphili, Uie name given iathat edition 
to Mdsnlipatem. 

f This is evidently Abyssinia, and indeed the name here resemUea 
Bisre that of Habbesh, used by the natives. The Crusca has Nabasce. 

t This practice of baptism by cauterizing is mentioned by Bavboea, 
Unachoten, and other early authors, being intended, it is said, to rep- 
nsent baptizing by fire. Lndolfus, a later but authentic historian, de- 
Miea this on the authority of the Jesuit missionaries, and says that audi 
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towards Aden. In this district Mesaer St. Thomas the 
apostle preached, and atler converting the inhabitants, 
went to Maabar, where he died, and his body remains, as 
formerly mentioned. This country contains many good 
men-at-arms and well mounted cavalr;^, who are much 
needed ; for wars are frequent with the Sultans of Aden* 
and Nubia, and with other powers. But I will tell you a 
memorable story of what happened in the year 1288. 
This king, who is lord over all Abascia, wished to go in 
pilgrimage to adore the sepulchre of Christ in Jems^em. 
The barons represented the danger of the journey, and ad- 
vised him to send a bishop or some other. great prelate. 
Tlie monarch having agreed, one of very holy life was 
chosen, who readily undertook the mission. He was 
equipped most handsomely as a pilgrim, and travelled by 
land and sea till he arrived at Jerusalem. Repairing to 
the sepulchre, he performed the due homage before an 
object so exalted ; and iiaving presented great offerings 
from the king, and well fulfilled his mission, he set out on 
his return. He passed through Aden, a country where 
Christians are hated as mortal enemies. The goyernor, 
learning that he professed this religion, akid was a mes- 
senger of the sovereign of Abascia, warned- him that un- 
less he embraced the law of Mohammed, he vroold suffer 
a shameful punishment. The bishop replied, that he 
would sooner die. The other, greatly enraged, ordered 
him 40 be forcibly circumcised, and then sent him away, 
telling him that this was meant as an affront to his ras- 
ter. The prelate was much, grieved, but consoled him- 
self by thinking that he had suffered for the law of his 
faith, and God would recompense him in the other worid. 
As soon as he could travel, he proceeded to Abascia, and 

mftrkt, thoagh Bomnthaes made, mn only as am imagiMxy presermtiTe 
against cold. There seems, hQwever^ full testimony to their early ex- 
istence as a rite, though perhaps it has faiUeu into disuse. 

* This is evidently Adel, a great Mohammedan kingdom east of Abys- 
sinia. The change from one liquid to another is- easy, and indeed it is 
not improbable that the Arabian Aden might at one period have extendcMl 
its name and power to this region. It is canons that in th^ Cnisca, the 
one is called Adenti, the other Edenti. The long wars between the two 
kingdoms are fully commemorated bv historians ; Brace dbserring, that 
the precise period here referred to lormed nearly a blank in the annals 
of that kingdom, so that it is impossible to find any confirmation of thft 
militaiy events now to be related 
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appeared before the king ; who, having inquired about the 
sepulchre, and being told the whole truth, accounted it a 
most holy and pious visit. The bishop then related the 
affront put upon him by the ruler of Aden, when his ma- 
jesty fell into such a transport of grief and rage, that he 
almost died. He called aloud in the hearing of all the by- 
standers, that he would never wear a crown, nor rule a 
province, till he had taken such vengeance as should be 
spoken of throughout the world. Presently he prepared a 
vast body of troops, on horseback and foot, also elephants 
with well-armed castles, having twenty men upon each. 
He then vet out and marched directly onward to the ter- 
ritory of Aden. Its chiefs, with a great multitude of Sar- 
acens on foot and horseback, came to defend their coun- 
try, and a most obstinate battle was fought ; but the ene* 
my could not withstand the force of the King of Abascia, 
because the Christians are more valiant. They fled and 
were slain in great numbers. The victor, entering the 
country in three or four places, greatly wasted and de- 
* stroyed it, killing many of the inhabitanU. He then 
thought the affront sufficiently avenged; and indeed I 
must tell yon he cofvld effect no farther devastation, the 
region being extensive, and full of dangerous passes, 
where a few men could greatly harass an army.* 

I will now relate other matters of Abascia, which yields 
a great variety of all things necessary for subsistence. 
The people live on rice, flesh, milk, and sesamum, ^nd 
have elephants, not bred there, but brought from the isle 
of the other India. Giraffes, however, are in great num- 
bers ; also lions, leopards, ounces, wild apes, and many 
beasts and birds diflerent from ours. The domestic fowls 
aie the most beautiful in the world; and the ostriches 
as large as asses.f They have parrots, beautiful and vari- 

* In Ramusio, the king is repreaented m having taken and pillaged 
the capitaL Mr. Maraden is perplexed bv finding no record of any spch 
complete success. The text here given nrom the early editions exhibits 
it am only a partial and temporary inroad. 

t This description of Abyssinia is tolerably accurate, considering th« 
channels through which it was procured ; though its features are not 
•aificiently distinguished from those of the southern and central pacta 
of Africa. The isle alluded to is probably Zanzibar. In Ramusio, the 
oonntry is described as extremely rich in gold ; an error not in the early 
•ditions* 
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ous ; also monkeys and cats of two species, with faces- 
exactly like those of men. This Abascia contains nu- 
merous cities and castles, and is much frequented by mer- 
chants ; many cloths of cotton nnd backram are wrought 
there. I might' relate other thiogs, but must now go oa 
to the province of' Aden. 

XXXIX.— City and Kingdom of Aden. 

This country is subject to a lord, called sultan. The 
people are all Saracens,' adoring Mohammed, and wishing 
the greatest mischief to Christians. There are many 
cities and castles ; for Aden is the port to^hich the In- 
dian ships bring all their merchandise. It is then placed 
on board other small vessels, which ascend a river about 
seven days, at the end of which it is disembarked, laden 
on camels, and conveyed thirty days farther. It then 
comes to the river of Alexandria, and is conveyed dowu 
to that city. By this route alone its inhabitants receive 
their pepper, spices, and costly goods.* From Aden, too, 
ships sail for India with various goods, especially very fine 
and valuable horses, which, as you know, are sold there 
for full a hundred marks of silver. The sultan draws a 
great revenue from the duties on these cargoes ; and is 
thus one of the richest princes in the world. But, I as- 
Bwre you, he did great injury to the Christians ; for when 

,*t ^e splendour and prosperity of Aden in this age is ooofirmed pai- 
tiall; Jt>7 the oriental writers, and more fully t>y Barbosa. Moore draws 
from it the image — 

" Bloomtoc ■* ■A.den in its eailiest boor." 
ThSl^ wealth was derived, as here stated, firom its being then the main 
ch»)mel \jf which the Indian commodities reached Europe by way of 
Alexandria. At that time, it appears, large Tessels did not Tentuie upon 
the intricate navigation of the Red Sea, and their cargoes were dis- 
charged at this city. After the passage of the- Cape, and the improved 
navigation by which they were enabled to ascend, Aden sunk into a 
mere place of refreshment for seafaring persons. In this view, and as 
■abservient to steam navigation, the British government have recently 
purchased it, but find it difficult to maintain against the barbarous tribes 
of the interior. 

In all the early editions, including Pipino and Gryneus, the Red Sea 
is by mistake caUed a river. The Arabic term bakry water, is used in- 
discriminately in this sense, and in that of sea or lake. This circum- 
stance often causes confusion, and might easily mislead our traveller. 
In Ramusio, it is properly called a gulf. He, or another modem editor, 
might easily have the information necessary to* make this correctloD. 
The voyage is also stated at twenty days a more snitaUe time 
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the governor of Babylonia attocked and took the Aty of 
Acre, committing much devastation, he was assisted by 
this prince with 30,000 horses and 40,000 camels. This 
^id was given rather out of hatred to believers than good* 
will to that prince.* But now I wiU tell you of another 
great c^ty. 

XL.>-Cit7 of Esciar (Shaher). 

Escier ia a very large town to the north-west (north), 
four hundred miles from Aden.t A count here rules with 
justice, but subject to the soldan of Aden ; and the people 
are Saracens adoring Mohammed. The port is good, fre- 
quented by many ships and merchants from India, wha 
bring various commodities, and carry away others, partic- 
ularly horses of great value, and yielding large profit. In- 
this province grows a great quantity of fine incense, also 
of dates. t They have no grain except rice, and little of 
that ; hence com is profitably imported from other coun- 
tries. Fish is caught in such plenty, that for a Venetian 
gros you may purchase two large tunnies. The people 
live on rice, flesh, and fish, and have no wine except what 

* The Boltan here alluded to is snppoaed to be Saladin, the celebrated 
mler of Egnrpt ; for Cairo was in that age called Babylonia, having, Kfter 
the fall (tf Bagdad, become the capital seat of Mohammedan power 
(Boni, p. 407). The French, Crusca, and the Paris Latin give no date ; 
bat Pipino, Grynens, and Ramnsio have 1800. The true one was 1187 ; 
but they might be giving a round number, without attempting precision. 

t There is a singular discrepancy here as to the distance ; for while 
the Crosca and Paris Latin have four miles, Pipino and Bamusio have 
forty, and the early French 400. This last is undoubtedly correct, for 
Mr. Marsden, notwithstanding his erroneous versions, clearly recognizes 
have the Schfthhr of Niebnhr, Sahar of D'AnviUe, situated at exactly 
400 miles from Aden. Mr. Wellsted describes it under the name of 
Shaher, as still the largest town on this part of the Arabian coast, ex- 
tending a mile and a quarter in length (Tnvels in Arabia, vol. ii. p. 443). 
In this, however, and the two following routes, the early editions com- 
anit the heavy error of making the direction north-WMt instead of north- 
east. 1 inclme to suspect a mistake of transcription ; for trammUant 
(north) might easily, m bad MS., be mistaken for verwtautre (north- 
west). It is curious that Pipino, Grvneus, and the French of 156S, 
zeally have norths which is correct, allowing for the frequent habit of 
ovienting to a cardinal point. We may refer to our observations in a 
fonaer instance, in which these middle editions were correct, while the 
early and later ones were erroneous. Ramusto has a different mistake, 
^^^ ^^l^m g it south-east,; while the Italian Museum MS. has ostro (south). 

X The coast of Hadiramaut, here described, is celebrated for its copious 
production of incense ; and the valuable spice named oliban or frankin- 
1 peculiar to it.— Manden, pp 730| 731. 
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they make from sugar, rice, and dates. But I must tell 
ou, too, that they have sheep without ears, or any open- 
ing for t!iem ; but where the ears should be, is a little 
horn ; these are small and very beautiful creatures.* An- 
other thing you will much wonder at is, that all the ani- 
mals, sheep, oxen, and camels, eat fish, because there is 
•no grass, for it is the roost arid place in the world. These 
fishes are very small, caught in March, April, and May, in 
wonderful quantities. They are dried, lodged in houses, 
and given as food to the animals during the whole year. 
The people eat them also when quite alive and newly 
taken. There are also plenty of large ones, which being 
made into a kind of biscuit, by cutting them into smaU 
pieces and drying them in the sun, are preserved under 
cover during the whole year.t The incense, mentioned 
as so abundant, is purchased by their lord at ten golden 
bezants the cantar, and retailed to the merchants for forty, 
so that he makes a very large profit. Let us now leave 
this city, and tell you of Dufar. 

XLL-^ty of Dufur. 

This is a beautiful, large, and noble city, 500 miles south- 
west from £8cier4 The people are Saracens, adoring 
Mohammed, and ruled by a count, who is subject to Aden, 
to which, indeed, this city belongs. The port is very good, 

* Mr. Manden has not been able to find any aoooiist of this peculiar 
epecies ; bat the Tarieties of the sheep are numerous. One reared in this 
arid country would of course be diminutiTe. The want of ears would 
doubtless be suggested by the absence or small size of the exterior ap- 
pendage. 

t Extremely little is known of this coast ; but in >«|>vd to tSiat on di« 
Persian Gulf, which is exactly similar, Niebuhr and Chaxdin fully con- 
firm the copious supply of fish, and the practice of feeding cattle witk 
them. This, indeed, is a natural resource, where this food is so abun- 
dant, and vegetables so scanty. On the opposite side of the gulf, whera 
circumstances are similar, the same partieCLlars are noticed by Arriaa, 
hi his Voyage of Nearchus. 

X Dufar, or Dofar, is a well-known port in Arabia, and the diitano* 
here stated (from the French) is just about the actual one from Shaher. 
The other editions commit strange errors ; the Cmsca and Paris Latin 
have five, Ramusio twenty miles. The direction is, as before, erronoova, 
-doubtless from the same cause, whatever that may be. This ch^>ter i» 
■emitted in Pipino and Gryneus ; otherwise we may ]n«sume the riglii 
.direction would have been there given. Mr. Wellsted, in his late survey, 
Ibund the district not very flourishing, with no port that oould be reek- 
.oned more than a village. Dofar, however, was the principal one, sux^ 
ifounded by a weU-cnltivated countij,— Vol. ii. p. 458. 
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«id merchants conyey thence many very fine Arabian 
horses. Numerous cities and castles depend upon it, and 
the country yields much incense. The trees are about 
the size of a small fir, and incisions are made with knives 
in various places, whence flows the incense, which, in- 
deed, through the great heat, oflen runs out of itself. I 
shall now proceed to relate of the Gulf of Calatu. 

XLIL^Gulf Mul 0it7 of Caktii. 

Calatn is a large city within the gulf of the same name, 
six hundred miles north-west from Dufar.* It is a noble 
seaport, inhabited by Saracens, who are subject to Cor- 
mos. When the melik of that city is at war with a more 
powerful prince, he retires to this place, which is strong 
by nature and art, and finds himself secure. The people 
have no grain but what they import. Many ships bring 
the goods and spices of India, which are distributed 
throughout the interior, and many fine horses sent in re- 
tnm. But I must observe, that this city is at the mouth 
of the Gulf of Calatu, so that the raelik can prevent ves- 
sels from sailing in or out without his consent. This pow- 
er he often uses against the sultan of Creman ; for when 
that prince demands any exorbitant tribute from him or 
other vessels, they remove from Cormos to Calatu, and 
allow no ships to pass, whence the other prince suffers 
severely, and is obliged to abate his demands. The peo- 
ple of this country live on dates and salt fish, which are 
abundant ; but many rich men are well supplied with bet- 
ter food. 

ZLIIL— Retarn to Cormos. 

After departing from Calatu, and sailing three hundred 
miles between north-west and north, you find the city of 
Cormos ; but if you take a direction from the former 

* This is Kalhat, nesr a cape of the same name, at the entrance oi the 
Peisian Golf, on the western side. The distance from Dofar here given 
ffirom the Frenchj is correct ; in the other edition? it is absurd, — ^in the 
Fans Latin six, in Ramusio fifty miles. The place has no longer any 
e(nstence, and Mr. Marsden imagines it must have included Muscat, 
probably at that time under its dependence ; but this is impossible, the 
two sites being 100 miles distant. Mr. Wellsted lately visited that of 
Kalhst, and found it covered by extensive ruins, fully confirming that 
etaxly splendour and importance which our traveller ascribes to it. Only 
one mosque remained entire, and there was a small fishing-village to the 
■nth.— Travels in Arabia, voL L p. 41. 
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place between north-west and north, and sail five hundred' 
miles, you come to Quis. However, we shall pass over 
this last place, and speak of Corraos,* a large and noble 
capital subject to a melik, who commands many towns 
and castles. The people are Saracens and adore Moham- 
flied. The heat is very great on which account every 
house is provided with .ventilators placed on the side 
whence the wind blows, which being thus admitted, ren- 
, ders the mansion tolerably cool. We gave an account of 
this place formerly, as well as of Quis and Creman, but 
have since made a circuit which brought us back to it. 
However, we will say no more, but proceed now to the de- 
scription of Great Turkey.! 

* Ormus. — This voyMe was probably iMrformed by Marco himself, on 
Ikis way from India to Persia ; and he is strictly correct as to distance 
and direction. The latter is erroneous in Ramosio,— north-east. 

t In the Crusca, it is said :— " In now returning, we will relate all the 
puticulars that we had omitted." This is more fully expressed in Ra- 
masio :— " Before bringing the work to a conclusion, I shall step back 
and notice some regions lying towards the north, which I omitted to 
■peak of in the preceding bode." There is nothing of this in the 
French, which I am persuaded is here the genuine text, while the 
other editors have interpolated their own ideas on the subject. The 
reader who attentively peruses the following chapters will perceive that 
the ground gone over is by no means the same as formerly. Tartar 
kingdoms and countries were indeed treated of, but these were in the 
east and north-east of Asia, the original seat of Mongol power. We 
are now introduced to those in the centre and north-west of that conti- 
nent. We have seen that the Poli, after landing in Persia, escorted tbe 
two princesses to Casan or Ghazan, then commanding in Khorasan. I 
apprehend that the succeeding information is that collected during the 
residence there. 

The following chapters will be chiefly new to the English reader, and 
include a historical account of the most remarkable events in the history 
of central and north-western Asia, during the thirtv years preceding. 
Marco has not appeared to shine in respect to the early Mongol history ; 
but we found reason to ascribe this to the ignorance prevalent at tne 
court of Koblai. Ghazan, on the contrary, was a most accompUshed 
and intelligent prince. He Was the first ^ho, by collecting the looae 
traditions, formed a written history of Genns and his successors (Mar»- 
den, p. 189). De Guignes describes him as habit aall;jr studying the great 
actions of Cyrus and Alexander, and striving to imitate them. He 
formed a body of institutes in regard to all the branches of government, 
which are still observed in Persia, and have been translated into Eng- 
lish by Colonel Kirkpatrick (Malcom»s History of Persia, vol. i. p. 438). 
There seems ground, therefore, to suppose, that the information ob- 
tained from him respecting recent events and adjacent countries, would 
be generaUy correct. j «», ««* 

-«Vkr?"f'°' hitherto so copious, has omitted all this historical matter ; 
M that It IS unknown to Mr. Marsden, of wh(Me leaziied aid the editor ia 
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XLIY.— Tnrkastan— Wan of Bjuda. 

This country lies to the north-west as you gofrom Cor- 
DOS to the river Gihon, extending towards the territory 
ofthe great khan. It is governed by a nephew (cousin) 
of his, named Kaidu, grandson of Ciagatai,* brother to 
that monarch. He is a very powerful lord, ruling many 
cities and castles. His subjects are Tartars, very ablo 
combatants, much inured to fighting, and he does not obey 
the khan, but is rather at perpetual war with him. This is 
because Kaidu demanded constantly from that monarch a 
share of his conquests, particularly in Catai and Manji. 
The latter said he would willingly grant it to him, as to 
his other descendants, if he would come to his court and 
council whenever summoned. But the other, afraid to trust 
his uncle, offered to obey him where he was, but dreaded 
Uiat if in his power he would, be put to death. Hence 
arose this discord, and the khan drew his forces around 
the realm of Kaidu to guard against an invasion ; yet that 
prince contrived to penetrate, and fought repeatedly with 
the armies of Kublai ; for he could bring into the fiekl 
100.000 brave and skilful horsemen. He had with him alsa 
many k>rds of the imperial lineage. Each soldier carries 
to battle sixty arrows, thirty smaller for shooting, and 
thirty larger, pointed with heavy iron, to throw against 
the face or arms ofthe enemy, or cut the cords of his bow ; 
and when they have discharged all these, they lay their 
hand on their swords, and strike most terrible blows. 
Now, in the year 1266, this king, with his cousin named 
Jesodar, assembled a very great army, and marched 
against two barons that were also his relations, but held 
their lands from the great khan. Kaidu and his cousin 
fought with these two chiefs, who had also a very large 

thua depnTed. Nor has he obtained much from Coant Boni, who haa 
nearly confined his illustrations to Ramusio's text. He hopes, howoTer, 
to prove, that the eTeuta now narrated aooord in their general outline 
with the moat authentic oriental histories. If there is a d.screpancy 
respecting >ome important details, it is not greater than is found in these 
histories themselves ; and there may perhaps appear reason to think that, 
in some inataacea, Marco's statement is the moat correct yet given to tiba 
world. 

* Accordmg to Abulghasi, he was grandson t9 Ugadai or Okkoday ; 
hia father, named Kaahi, havins died of excessive dunking. In either 
case, he will be cousin, not nephew, to Kublai ; but our traveUer is not 
VMT preciae ia thase genealogical matters. 
Bb2 
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forcii, so that between them there were 100,000 horsemen. 
They contended hardly and long, and many fell on both 
sides ; bat at last Kaidu conquered ; however, the two 
l^rons, being well mounted, escaped without inj ury. The 
Tictor then became still more proud and boastful ; yet he 
returned home and remained two years in peace. Then 
he assembled a mighty host of cavalry, having learned that 
at Karakorum there was a great army under Nomogan, a 
son of the khan, and George, a grandson of Prester John. 
He marched thither with all speed, and the two chiefs be- 
ing informed of his approach, courageously prepared to 
meet him with their horsemen, amounting to upwards of 
60,000. Having reached the place where his men were 
ranged in tents on the plain, they skilfully established their 
own camp. Each party rested and made preparations for 
three days, when they advanced to the combat. There 
was little advantage on either side; both having about 
60,000 mounted men well armed at every point, divided 
into six squadrons of 10,000. They waited only till they 
heard their lord sound the maccar ; meantime performing 
loudly on various musical instruments. At length the sig- 
hal was given, when the hosts rushed against each other, 
laying their hands on their bows. The arrows filled the 
air like rain ; men and horses were mortally wounded ; 
noise and cries arose so loud that the thunder of Jove 
could not have been heard. Truly this was an evil hour 
for many, who on both sides fell dead and dying. The 
arrows being discharged, they rushed on with sword and 
spear, giving and receiving most dreadful blows. Yon 
might see arms and hands cut off, and numbers of men 
rolling senseless on the earth. Kaidu displayed signal 
prowess, and his soldiers would have often been driven 
oflTthe field, had he not encouraged and rallied them. On 
the other side the two princes also firmly stood their 
ground, and it really was one of the most cruel battles 
ever fouffht between Tartar tribes. Yet though each 
strove with all his might to discomfit the other, neither 
could succeed, and the conflict lasted till evening. On 
this fatal day, multitudes of men fell, many wives were 
made widows, children made orphans^ and households 
filled with tears and lamentations. But when the sun set, 
the struggle could endure no longer, and both parties x&- 
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turned to their camp overpowered with fatigue, nappy to 
rest during the night. When morning dawned, King Kai- 
du, having received intelligence that the great khan was 
marching against him with a mighty host, deemed it un- 
safe to remain longer. Wherefore he and all his men 
mounted and rode off to their own country ; the two prin- 
ces were so exhausted, that they did not attempt to fol- 
low, so that he with his people reached Samarcand, the 
capital of his kingdom.* 

The great khan felt much wrath at Kaidu for commit- 
ting such ravages, and bethought himself, that had he not 
been his nephew, he would have seized his land and put 
him to a cruel death ; but regard tO'his own flesh restrain- 
ed him. Thus he escaped out of the hand of the mighty 
monarch. But I have wonderful stories to tell yon about a 
daughter of this prince. 

XLV.— EzploiU of a Tartar Princew, Daayhter to Kaidu. 

This young lady was in Tartar named Aigiarm, which 
means in our language " brilliant moon." She possessed 
such strength that none of the youths or nobles in the 
whole kingdom could vanquish her, but were all beaten. 

* We have been already introduced to Kaidn as the relation and imbit- 
tered enemy of Knblai. As he seems nerer to have been recognised as a 
regular sovereign, the notices of him in oriental history are extremely 
slight. De Gaignes, however (torn. iii. p. 185-187), mentions his repeated 
inroads, and particularly his attempts to obtain possession of Karakomm, 
which would have thrown great lustre on his arms. On occasion of the 
principal conflict, he represents the army as commanded l^ Bajram, the 
conqueror of Manji ; but Kublai, unjustly jealous of that officer^ sent his 
grandson Temur and another prince to supersede him ; yet, before their 
arrival, he had gained the victoiy. Our traveller, getting his informar 
tion through Kaidu, might be mistaken on this point. De Ouii^nes rep> 
xesento the seat of Uiat prince's power as in Almaligh, to the north-east 
of Turfan, and among the tribes north of the Altai. Marco, on the con- 
trary, here distinctly states it as immediately north of the Ox as, and 
Samarcand as his capital. All his particulars accord with this ; the dis- 
tance of forty days* journey to Karakorum : the combination with Barak 
in the invasion of Khorasan, and the accidental but evident nptice of him 
in treating of Samarcand. Price, in fact, calls him (Keydu) Khan of 
Turkestan, and mentions an inroad by him into Khorasan (Mohammedan 
Jiistory, vol. ii. p. 605). 1 am convinced, then, Marco was right, and 
tiiat the French writer merely, from the repeated attempte against Kara- 
korum, concluded that his territory lay adjacent to that capital. 

Kaidu continued thirty years powerful and formidable ; but, in 130], 
having been attacked by Teiuur, the successor of Kublai, he was de- 
feated and died of grief, when his family submitted. — De Guignes, taoM 
m. pp. 194, 195. 
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Her father wished to marry her to a baron ; but she refa- 
sed ever to unite herself to any one who could not van- 
quish her in fair combat ; and the kihg granted her this 
privilege. She rejoiced greatly, and published through 
various parts of the world, that if any gentle youth would 
come, try her in pitched battle, and gain the victory, she 
would accept him for her lord. This news was spread 
wide through the surrounding countries, and I assure you 
many gentlemen came and made the trial, which was ar^ 
ranged in the following manner. The king, with many 
young nobles and ladies, assembled in the great ball of th^ 
palace, when the princess entered in a robe of cotton, richly 
adorned, attended by youths similarly attired. The agree- 
ment was, that if the candidate prevailed and threw her 
to the ground, he should, have her for his wife ; but if vic- 
tory declared on her side, he was to give her a hundred 
horses. Thus she had gained above ten thousand steeds, 
because she could find no youth or damosel that could 
overcome her ; nor was this wonderful, for she was large, 
tall,and well formed in her limbs, indeed almost a giantess. 
Now, about the year 1280, there came the son of a rich 
king, an extremely handsome young man, with a brilliant 
retinue and a thousand very fine horses. He addressed 
himself to Eaidu, who was very desirous of marrying him 
to his daughter. He therefore caused her to be privately 
dealt with, to allow herself to be conquered ; but she de- 
clared she would not do so for any thing in the world. 
One day then, the king and queen, with many nobles and 
ladies assembled in the'great hall ; the princess and princ6 
then entered, and their handsome appearance struck all 
with wonder ; he was really so strong and powerful, that 
no one else could contend with him. When they were 
in the middle of the hall before this great assembly, the 
agreement was formally made, that the suitor, if vanquish- 
ed, should lose his thousand horses. But aU the compa- 
ny, as well as the king and queen, expressed their wishes 
that he should be successful. The two then rushed to- 
gether, and wrestled violently, dragging each other in dif- 
ferent directions ; but at last the lady prevailed, and threw 
him on the ground, to the great grief of all the spectators ; 
he thus forfeited the thousand horses. But I have to in- 
form you, that Kaidu led his daughter to many battles, and 
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in no encounter conld any warrior withstand her. On ma- 
ny occasions, she rushed among the enemy, seized one of 
the chiefs, and dragged him o^er to her own army.* I will 
BOW, however, proceed to a great battle fonght between 
her fiaither and Argon, the son of Abaga, lord of the East. 

XLYI.— Great Battle between Bank and Argon. 

Abaga ruled many provinces bordering on those of Ka- 
idn, and it was where grows the tree called in the book 
of Alexander the Arbor Secco.i As that prince commit- 
ted great ravages on his territory, he sent his son Argon, 
with a very large host of cavalry, into the country of the 
Arbor Secco, to the river Gihon, where he took a station 
fitted to guard the country against the invader. Kaidu, 
however, assembled a great body of horsemen, and gave 
the command to a brother named Barak, very brave and' 
skilful, desiring him to oppose the enemy. Barak, with 
his troops, rode on till he came to the river, and were ten 
miles distant from Argon. The latter informed of the 
approach of his adversary, made diligent preparation ; the 
two remained three days in their respective camps. When 
they were fully prepared, and the naccar began to sound, 
they no longer delayed, but rushed furiously against each 
other. The arrows might be seen flying on all sides, and 
the air was so full of them, that it seemed to rain ; and 
when both parties had discharged them, and many men as 
well as horses had been slain, they seized their swords 
and spears, and began a most fierce and cruel combat. 
Arms and legs were cut off, chargers killed, and many 
dreadful wounds inflicted ; the noise and cries were such 
as would have drowned the loudest thunder. I assure 
yon, in a few hours, the ground was covered with dead 

* The editor is oUiged tb aaj, that he haa inyain aearched the records 
«f the East for any notice of Uiis Herculean fiur one ; nor does Connt 
Boni appear to have been more fortunate. But our information respect- 
ing' Kaidu himself is so ezoessively slight, and only as oonnected with 
the history of Kublai, that we could not reasonably expect any mention 
of an incident of this merely domestic nature. 

t Abaga, in 1983, soooeeded Hoolaku, the conqueror of Bagdad, as 
lord of the East, or " of the Eastern Tartars," a rule which included 
tiw whole of Persia, with parts of Syria and Asia Minor. He is da- 
acribed as a wise and able prince. We hav« already obeenred, that the 
ma^or teceo means the plane-tree, considered characteristic of Khorasan, 
the most eastern prurince of Persia, and one of vast extent, reachiaf 
fmn. the Caspian to the Oxos, called here Gihon. 
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and dying. Finally, Barak and his men could not eadoTO 
Uie force of their adversary, and retreated across the riv- 
er ; while the victor pursued and killed a great number.* 
Thus Argon gained the day ; and having begun to speak 
of him, I virill relate his other adventurer, and how he be- 
came sovereign lord after the death of Abaga, his father. 

XLVII.^ArfaB and Aooant eontaiMl for the Ptonim Em]rii«. 

Not long after Argon had gained this battle, he receiv- 
ed news of the death of Abaga. |ie was much grieved, 
yet prepared with his whole host to return to the court, 
and take possession of the sovereignty ; but be had forty 
days to march before arriving there. Now a brother of 
the deceased monarch, nam^ Acomat Soldan, who had 
become a Saracen, having heard of the event, bethought 
himself, that since the heir was so distant he himsetf 
might succeed. Having prepared a large body of men, he 
marched directly to the capital, and seized the supreme 
power. He found such an amount of treasure that it 
could scarcely be counted. He lavished his bounty in a 
wonderful manner on the chiefs and barons, who declared 
him a eood master, liked him, and wished for no other. 
He studied to be popular and to please all men ; yet the 
action he had committed was vile, and blamed by many. 
It was not long till he learned that Argon was marching 
against him with a very powerful force. He made no de- 
lay, nor showed surprise, but actively summoned his bar- 
ons and troops ; and in a week he had assembled a numer- 
ous body of cavalry, who all marched cheerfully against 
Argon» expressing their earnest desire to kill or take him. 

Soldan Acomat having thus assembled 60,000 horse- 
men, set out and marched full ten days without interrup- 
tion, when he learned that Argon, with an equal force, was 
five days* journey distant. He pitched his camp, and await- 

* This inrowl is related by Do Go ignss , tflme iii. p. S60, sad b^ Price, 
lio1ts]iuQ«daii History, vol. ii. p. 576. Tli« former oslli tbe iiiTadsv 
Benrnk Khaa, ths latter Berank. They describe the battle as harii^ 
t^en place nesr Herat, but differ from our traveller in one impartaat 

?kTticaI«r, roprasenting Abaga himself ss having commanded the arojf. 
et as Price recognises Argwa as having been in possession of the gCMK 
•mmeot of Khorassa, there can be scarcely a doabt, that be yrovSd at 
least be present in the engagement. If we are correct in sapposing tha 
information derived from Ghaaan, son to that prince, this cannot be d** 
nied to bs a good authority. 
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«d the enemy in a large and beautifh] plain, which seemed 
well adapted for the combat. He then summoned his 
people and thus addressed them : — " My lords, you knoW 
how well I am entitled to succeed my brother, being son of 
the same father, and having accompanied him in all his 
conquests. Because Argon is son to Abaga, some think 
he ought to succeed ; but with all due respect to them, I 
consider this unjust. Even during my brother's life, I was 
reasonably entitled to half the kingdom, only through my 
mildness I allowed him the whole, but now^ I ought to suc- 
ceed. I pray you then to defend my right against Argon, 
and preserve to us the rule ; for I seek only the name and 
dignity, and leave to you the profit and possession of all. 1 
need say no more to wise men, who love justice, and will 
do all things for the general honour and benefit.'* When 
the barons, chiefs, and soldiers heard this speech they 
declared with one consent their resolution to adhere to him 
while they had breath and defend him against all, and par- 
ticularly Argon, whom they trusted they would capture 
and place in his hands. 

When that prince learned that his rival was waiting foi 
him with so great a multitude, he was much discomposed ; 
he considered, however, how injuriious it \^ouId be to 
show melancholy or fear, and the necessity of displaying 
valour and boldness. He sent for his lords and counsel- 
lors, and having assembled a great number, thus addres- 
sed them: — ''My dear brothers and friends, you know 
well how tenderly my father loved you, regarding you 
while he lived as kindred and children ; also how many 
great battles you fought with him, aiding him to conquer 
all his kingdom. Now I am the son of him who loved you 
•o much, and to me you are equally dear ; I therefore 
trust you will aid me against the man who seeks, contra- 
ry to all right and reason to disinherit me. Consider 
also, that he has forsaken our law and embraced that of 
itohammed ; it were fitting indeed that a Saracen should 
rule over the Tartar nation ! Therefore, friends and bro- 
kers, I trust that you will willingly and heartily support 
me, and that each will display such valonr, that the battle 
may be ours, and we may comfon. ourselves by think- 
ing that the right is on our side." After this speech, each 
kSd and chief thought to himself, that he ought rather to 
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die than not strenuously endeavour to gain a triumph* 
While the rest were silent, one great lord arose and said : 
** Noble sire, we know fully the truth of what you have 
said, and I will now answer in the name of ail now pres- 
ent, that while life remains in our bodies, we are ready to 
die rather than fail to conquer. Victory, too, appears to 
OS certain, since we are so greatly in the right, and our 
enemies in the wrong. I advise, then, that we march as 
soon as possible against the foe, and pray all our compan- 
ions to display such valour, that their deeds may be spo- 
ken of over the whole world.*' That brave man having 
concluded, all present assented, and eagerly desired batr 
tie. Next morning. Argon and his troops began their 
march, riding towards the plain on which their enemies 
were posted, and pitched their camp ten miles distant 
from that of Acomat. 

Argon now chose two intelligent men, in whom he 
greatly confided, and sent them to his uncle. They mount- 
ed on horseback, went direct, and alighted at the pavilion 
of the soldan, whom they found with a numerous com- 
pany of barons. Being well acquainted, they saluted him 
courteously, and received a cheerful welcome. After 
some time, one of them rose and said, — " Noble sire, your 
nephew Argon wonders greatly at your seizing his king- 
dom, and coming thus to fight against him. This is not 
good conduct, nor due from an uncle towards a nephew ; 
he therefore courteously prays you to abstain, and desi- 
ring neither war nor quarrel, will respect you as supe- 
rior and father, both of himself and of the whole country." 
Acomat answered,—" My lords messengers, my nephew 
is entirely mistaken ; the land is mine, I conquered it 
along with his father. If he will consent, I will make 
him a great lord, endowing him with spacious estates, 
treating him as my son and the highest under myself; 
otherwise, be assured, I will endeavour to put him to 
death." The envoys then asked repeatedly, if they could 
hope for no other determination. He replied, never in 
his lifetime. They then departed, and rode to the camp 
of their lord, alighted at the tent, and told him his un- 
cle's declaration.* Argon was greatly enraged and said 

tiw mS^**' I*tin Tenion terminatM here abroptly, in the middle of 
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afoad in the hearing of all, that he would never live in 
comfort till the whole world had seen the signal ven- 
geance he would take on his uncle. He said to his chiefs, 
*' Now let us without further delay march against these 
traitors and endeavour to destroy them." The night was 
spent in busy preparation ; and Acomat Soldan, being 
warned by his spies, was equally active. 

XLVUL—Gnat Battle between them. 
Next day Argon, having made all his arrangements, ad- 
tanced in good order ; while his antagonist, not waiting 
his arrival, led on his troops to the encounter. They soon 
met, and the two great hosts, who had much desired the 
battle, rushed without delay against each other. Arrows 
flew like rain, chiefs fell to the ground, the air resounded 
with the cries and lamentations of the wounded and dy* 
log. Their arrows being exhausted, they rushed on with 
swords and spears ; arms, hands, and heads were cut offy 
and the noise would have drowned the loudest thunder. 
In that day many brave men died, and many ladies were 
left disconsolate. Argon assuredly displayed grealt prow- 
ess, and set a gallant example; but in vain, — fortune 
tamed against him, — his men, compelled to flee, were 
^rsued and slain in great numbers. Among the fugitives, 
he himself was captured, when the pursuers stopped and 
cetnmed with him to their camp, rejoicing beyond mea* 
sore. Acomat caused him to be imprisoned and carefully 
guarded ; then, being of a voluputous disposition, he re- 
turned to court to enjoy the society of his numerous and 
handsome wives. He instructed the commander of the 
host to guard the captive as himself, and return at leisure 
that his troops might not be fatigued. He then departed, 
while Argon remained in chains, and so grieved that 
death appeared to him desirable. 

XLIX.— Final Lwoe of the Gonteflt. 
Now there was a great and aged Tartar baron, who felt 
moch pity for the prisoner, and bethought hnn how wick- 
ed it was to keep their lord in this condition. He resolved, 
theirefore, to attempt his deliverance. He argued to this 
effect with many other chiefs, who, esteeming his wisdom, 
and conscious that he spake the truth, entirely agreed with 
Co 
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him. Then Boga« who had made the proposal, Elcidal^. 
Togan, Tegana, Taga, Tiar Oulatai, and Semagar, aU 
went to the tent of the captive priace. The first, as tha 
eldest and the leader, addressed him thus :-*'* Noble 
prince, we are now fully sensible of having acted wielied^ 
ly towards you, and have determined to return to thft 
right path ; we will therefore deliver and own you ae just- 
ly our liege lord." Argon, who thought they were mock- 
ing him, was both grieved and angry. " My lords,*' said 
he, '* you have done wrong enough in seising your sove- 
reign and making him a captive. Pray depart, and do nol 
also make him a subject of mockery." ** Illustrious prince,** 
said Boga, *' we positively speak the truth, and will make 
oath to it according to our law^'* Then all the barons 
•wore that they would obey him as their lord, while he im 
veturn bound himself in no de^pnee to resent past wrongs, 
but hold each of them as dear as Abaga his father had 
done. They then freed him fromhis chains, and did hom* 
age to him. He now ordered them to discharge their ar*« 
rows against the tent of the melik ; and that chief* named 
Soldan, who was, the first after Aeomat, and the cooin 
mander of the whole host, was quickly slain. 

Finding himself thus lord of all, he gave orders to mandi 
to the court, and was instantly obeyed. One day there* 
after, when Aeomat was holding a splendid festival in hia 
palace, a messenger came to him and said, — *' Sire, I brinf^ 
you with regret unwelcome tidings ; the barons have de-. 
jfivered Argon, owned him as lord, and killed Soldan your 
faithful friend. They are coming now with their utmost 
speed, to take and slay you." He was then silent, but 
the other was completely amazed and terrified. How** 
ever, as a bold and brave man, he ordered the messenger 
not to say a word to a living creature ; then mounting on 
horseback, set out with a few trusty servants, to se^. 
refuge with the Sultan of Babylon, leaving all in ignorance 
whither he had gone. After marching six days, he came 
to the only pass by which he ooiUd penetrate. The com- 
mander who guarded it knew him, and seeing him flee- 
ing with only a few adherents, determined to seize hiQ^ 
Aeomat entreated for mercy, and ofl^ered a great treasure 
as the price of liberty ; but the other being greatly attach- 
edto Argon, replied that the wealth of the world wooM. 
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not prevent his placing him in his master's hands. He 
prepared a large company, and set out with bis captive, 
watching him so carefully as to make escape iinpossihle. 
Whey rode on to the court, where Argon had arrived only 
three days before, and heen much vexed to find that his 
uncle had escaped ; but when the guardian of the pass 
brought the fugitive before his presence, he felt the great- 
est possible joy. He received the latter sternly telling 
him that he would meet with the treatment he deserved ; 
and without asking any one's advice, he commanded him 
to be led forth and slain. This mandate was speedily 
executed, and the body was thrown into a place where it 
was never seen more.* Thus have you heard the whole 
affair of Argon and of Acomat his unole. 

L.->R«tgii of Affon. 
Argon was thus master of the palace and of the king- 
dom, and the barons from every quarter came to render 
him due homage and obedience. After governing some 
time he sent Casan his son with 30,000 men, to the coun- 
try of the Arbor Secco, there to guard and secure his land 
and people. Argon began bis reign in the year 1286, alter 

* This train of erents » related hj all tlie oriental authoritiM, bat 
with conaiderable TarialionB both frcnn each other and from our anthor. 
I>*Herbelot (vm. Argon) repreeents the prince, after the election of hia 
uncle, as fleeing into Khorasan, then defeated, not by Ahmed (Acomat) 
in person, but by Atinak, his general ; as not taken in battle, but fleeing 
to a fortress, where that oflicer by fair promises induced him to surren- 
der, and then made him prisoner. His deliverance by the Emir Bougha, 
and the other evente, pretty closely agree. The account giyen by Da 
Guignes (tome iii. p. 864) is nearly similar to the abore. Haithon rep* 
reaente the sultan himself (called Mahomet) as pursuing the prince into 
kis moantain-fortreas, capturing and delivering him to be guanied by his 
general. But Price (Mohammedan History, toI. ii. p. 578-563) gives the 
moat detailed, and, it should seem, moat carefully investigated narrative ; 
and it cornea much closer to that of our traveller. He confirms his poo- 
■aasion of the government of Khorasan, and the sultan having mnrched 
against him in person, but reporte the prince as defeated by an ad- 
▼anoe-guard of 15,(H)0 men, and made prisoner by Alinak (Ally fiynauk). 
The return' of the sultan, the interview of Bauka with Argon, and hia 
•aiprise of the general's tent, are related nearly as here. Ahmed how- 
ever, is represented (not very probably) as refnaing to flee, and thus fall- 
ing into the hands of his nephew, who delivered him to the sons of a 
chief whom he had killed, and who apeediiy put him to death. Conr* 
aidering these wide discrepancies in the best historical records, and the 
vecoliar opportunities of Marco, I cannot think it at all improbable that 
JOB uarrative may come nearer to the truth than any other. 
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Acomat had ruled two years. The former after holding 
the sceptre six years, died, not without strong suspicions 
of poison.* 

LI. — Reign of Qaiacatu. 

When Argon was dead, his uncle, named Quiacatu, bro- 
ther to Abaga, immediately seized the throne, which was 
easily effected, as Casan was distant at the Arbor Secco. 
The latter, when informed of these events, was much 
grieved at the death of his parent, and stiil more incensed 
at Quiacatu having seized his inheritance. He was afraid, 
however, to march at once against him, but resolved, that 
at the proper time and place he would take as signal ven- 
geance as his father had done on Acomat. t Thus Qui- 
acatu obtained general obedience, except over the troops 
whom Casan immediately commanded. He married the 
wife of Argon his nephew, and indulged largely in the 
pleasures of the seraglio. At the end of two years, how- 
ever, his death ensued, being occasioned by poison. :t 

LII. — Conteit between Baida and Ghazan. 

Baidu, his uncle, and a Christian then seized the sove- 
reignty, and was generally obeyed, unless by Casan and 
his army. The latter, on learning these things, regretted 
much that he had not been able to punish Quiacatu, but de- 
termined to take such vengeance on Baidu, that the world 
might admire it. He marched without delay against that 

* I do not obeenr* tbese Baspioions in any other narrative. It doe«, 
however, appear, that Argon had become unpopular, and his death was 
somewhat sudden. Ghazan, who viewed his successors in a hostile light, 
might be disposed to be jealous on this subject. 

T These feelings are not stated in the histories, and indeed, under the 
circumstances, would doubtless be concealed ; but they are highly prob- 
able, and likely to be communicated to the Poli, with whom Ghazan war 
on so friendly a footing. 

X This prince occurred to us formerly under the name of Eaikhata, 
as receiving the Poli and their two fair charges, on their first arrival 
from China. He is characterized by De Guignes (who calls him Kaad- 
giatou), as irreligious, perjured, and debauched, yet ruling with justice. 
After displaying at first some vigour, he abandoned himself to profligate 
habits, and so disgusted the chiefs that a general confederacy was foimed 
agaiURt him. His unpopularity rendered it itnpossible to luake any ■•- 
rioos resistance ; he was taken and put to death (De Guignes, tome iii. 
Tp.JiM. Price, vol. ii. p. 599-601). Poison Was a very likely mode ol 
effecting this object ; though we do not find the assertion made wsa 
where else. ^ 
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dkief, who, informed of his approach, assembled a great 
force, and marched ten days* journey to meet him, wheti 
lie encamped and awaited his adyersary, earnestly exhort- 
ing and encouraging his troops. In two days Casan came 
np, aod immediately a battle began, most bloody and des- 
pei}ftte ; but it was in vain for Baida to struggle, since, as 
soon as the contest commenced, many of his men went 
over and fought on the side of his opponent. He was ac- 
cordingly discomfited, and killed. Casan. thus victorious, 
immediately marched to court and assumed the sovereign- 
ty, when all the barons paid him homage and obedience ; 
and this was in the year 1294.* Thus have you heard 
the whole train of affairs from Abaga down to Casan, 
You must likewise know that Alau, who conquered Bag- 
dad, and was brother to Kublai, was ancestor to all the 
princes now named : for he was the father of Abaga, 
grandfather of Argon, who was the parent of Casan, now 
reigning. Having told yon all about these Tartars of the 
East, I might go on to treat of Great Turkey ; but the 
truth is, I have done so already, mentioning all the acts 
of Kaidu, so that I have nothing more to say, and shall 
therefore now tell you of the provinces and people that lie 
to the northward. 

LIU. — Of Conci and Us Northern Kingdom. 

In this quarter is a king named Conoi. He and all his 
people are Tartars, and adhere to the rudest and most bm« 
tal customs of that nation, never having changed since 
tiie time of Gengis Khan.f They have a god of felt, named 

* Baidu M itated in the hiitoriee to have been a mndaon of Hoolakti, 
in which case he must have been nephew, not unde to Kaikhatu ; bat 
we have found oar author before not very precise apon these points. Do 
Gaigues and Price mention several negotiationk betwecfn the two ctaim* 
ants ; bat both agree with our author, that the final downfall of Baidfi 
was occasioned by the union of the cliiefs against him, and in favoar of 
hie rival, whose more legitimate claim was already supported by a high 
vepntation and brilliant talents.— De Guignes, vol. iii. p. 969. Price, 
vol. ii. P..601. 

t Tnere is little or no doabt that this is the dynasty which De Guignei 
MUa Touran, or of Siberia, tome i. p. 990, 991. He mentions that 
Baattt, after the conquest of Moscow, intrusted a body of troops to hia 
•on Sheibani, who established himself on the mountains of Aral! (TTral), 
and thence extended his dominion over Siberia. The name here giveA 
4oes not occur in the list of its princes ; yet De Gni^nes mentions Conzi 
M one' of the sang of SheUmni. Ramnsio, after onutfcint the preoediJiv 
Cc2 
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Nacigai, to whom they also give a wife, calling these 
two lords of the earth, who guard all their com, beasts, 
and landed property; and when they get any victaals, 
they anoint with them the mouth of these deities. The 
king is independent, being of the imperial lineage of Gen- 
gis, and a near relation of the great khan. He has neither 
cities nor castles, but his people reside in vast plains, di- 
Tersified with valleys and mountains. They are very 
submissive to him, and he successfully studies to preserve 
among them peace and union.* They have no grain, but 
live on milk and cattle, which abound, including camels, 
horses, oxen, sheep, and other animals. There are also 
bears, white all over, and longer than twenty palms, with 
foxes, large and black , likewise a great number of sables, 
whose costly skins I have mentioned as worth each a 
thousand bezants. The rats of Pharaoh are plentiful, and 
very large, affording food to the people during the whole 
summer, in short all kinds of wild beasts abound in this 
savage and trackless region. I must also mention, that 
this king has a country in which horses cannot travel, on 
account of the numerous lakes and fountains, and the 
quantity of ice and mud. This rugged track extends thir- 
teen days* journey, and at the end of each is a post-house 
to accommodate the messengers with about forty dogs, 
almost as large as asses, to convey them from one post 
to the other. As wheeled carriages cannot travel here, 
they employ sledges, so formed as to move over the sur* 
face without sinking ; such, indeed as are used in this 
country to convey hay and straw when there is great rain 
and mud. On the sledge is spread a hearts skin, whereon 
the messenger sits, and the dogs drag it direct to the fol- 
lowing post. The guardian mounts a similar carriage, and 
guides him by the best and nearest way. At the next 
post, they find another relay of sledges and dogs, and the 
one which conveyed them returns. The men dwelling ia 
this wild country are very expert hunters, capturing many 
precious little animals, such as sables, ermines, and black 

cliapten, has inserted the iwesent one, but it led by the similarity of 
name into the strange blander of confounding this peaceful prince with 
the fierce and restless Kaida^on which Mr. Marsden has founded some 
very misplaced comments. 

* This sentence is not in the French edition, but being in the Pftrit 
I«atin and Crusca, as well as Ramosio, appeaife genuine. 
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foxes, whose skins yield a large profit. They have en- 
gines so well contrived that no animal can escape. But 
owing to the extreme cold, all their hahitations are under 
ground.* Having nothing more to mention, we shall de- 
part and treat of a place where there is perpetual twilight. 

LIV.— The Region of Obecnrity. 

You must know, that beyond this kingdom is a province 
called Obscurity, because there never appears either sun, 
moon, or star ; but it is always dark, as with us during 
twilight, t The people have no ruler but live like brutes. 
The Tartars, however, make occasional inroads in the 
following manner : — ^They ride on mares that have just 
brought forth foals, which last are left at the border. 
They then traverse the country, plundering whatever they 
can find ; and when they wish to return, the mares, seek<* 
ing to find their young, know the way better than the 
riders.* The people are all hunters, and take great num* 
bers of sables, black foxes, and other animals with costly 
furs. Those on their frontier meet them at a fixed period, 
purchase these skins, and sell them elsewhere "with an am- 
ple profit. These people are tall and well made, but pale 
and colourless. The territory borders on one side upoa 
Great Russia, of which I shall now proceed to speak. 

* To thoM at all aoqaainted with Siberia, it need scarcely be remarked 
how very accurate is the description here i^iyen both of its pastoral and 
frozen regions ; the beautiful furs ; the white or polar bear ; the sledgei 
drawn by laive dogs ; the subterraneous habitations. 

t Instead of this, Ramasio says, " during most oi the winter the sun ii 
inrisible, and the atmosphere is obecured, as it appears to us at the dawn 
of day, when we see very imperfectly." He adds afterwards, " the in- 
habitants take advantage of the summer season, vken tkqf enjoy etrnttn* 
mal daylight, to catch," dsc. These statements are in no early edition, 
and I cannot help thinkinr that they betray the additional information 
derived from voyages jwrformed long after into the northern regions. 
The Crusca goes very lar, representing the darkness as complete, and 
the night perpetual ; a statement which dismays Count Boni, and arosa 
probably from some misunderstanding of the original. I incline to think 
the French the most correct, and that the constant twilight mentioned 
arises rather from dense fugs on the shores of the northern ocean than 
from the position on the earth's surfiice. 

* There is no modem record of such predatory inroads, but the coun- 
try has been long held by Russia, a civilized aiui powerful g^ovemment, 
which would not permit such lawless proc^dings. Neither is there any 
other mention of this curious mode of finding their way back ; but, no 
doubt, under these circnnutances, the animals would tiaoe it better tW 
tberiden. 
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LV.— Deacription of Raima and several adjacent Coontfies. 

Russia is a very great province towards the north 
.inhabited by Christians who follow the Greek Church. 
They have languages of their own, and several kings^ 
They are a very simple people, but extremely handsome, 
with a fair complexion. The entrances and passes into it 
are very strong ; they own some small allegiance to the 
Tartar king of the West, named Toctai. The countiy 
yields few commodities, except an abundance of the furs 
already described, equal to any in the world. There are . 
considerable silver mines. But now let us leave it, and 
describe the Greater Sea, with the provinces around. 
But first let me tell you of a province lying between north 
and north-west, and bordering on Russia, named Lac, in- 
habited by a mixture of Christians and Saracens, and 
subject to a king. The people carry on merchandise and 
manufactures, and have a vast variety also of valuable furs.* 
But now I must go back to Russia, and mention something 
that I had forgot. It is so very extensive as to reach the 
ocean, where are isles on which pilgrim-ialcons and ger- 
falcons are found, and carried to various parts of the 
world. Now from Russia to Oroech is no great distance ; 
but the extreme cold render^ the journey very difficultlf 
This would be the time to speak of the Strait of Constan- 
tinople, and the mouth of the Great Sea ; but on consid- 
ering that many others have written on the subject, we 

* Comtt Boni thinks Lac (Lacca, Crugea) to be Poland, the inhabitants 
of which, he says, own Lech for their progenitor. Yet, th«9igrh P<daod 
was well known in that age, and traversed, as we have seen, hy coatem- 
porary travellers, this name is never foand applied to it. It n stated* 
too, to be partly inhabited by Saracens (Mohammedans), whicffa might, 
it is said, refer to Baatu's expedition ; but his troops wcoe tiot Mussul- 
mans, and they retired in a body, leaving not one behind. The Count's 
version (the C'msca) wanta the sentence about Constantino|ile, whenca 
the position W. N. W. appears to be from Russia ; but this is- here sup- 
plied from the French, and if genuine, Lac must bear that direotion 
Irom the imperial capital. I incline to think it Moldavia and Bessarabia, 
Kot then subject to Russia, and to which Mohammedans might have pen- 
etrated. 

t In the Cruaoa, it is Orbeche, in the Pucci, Osbech : whence Comd 



Boni supposes it to mean the Uzbeks. The French editor, however, haa 
u the nmivin Norvdge (Norway), with which suggestion I indine to 
concur. The country seems spoken of as one known to EuroDeaaa : 

MD nor Oroech 

len. 
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1 country seems spoken of as one known to Europeans; 

while the other would be too distant. Neither Lac nor Oroech ara ia 
Ramusio ; so that we have no aid from Mr. Marsden. 
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sfaaD omit them, and proceed to treat of the Tartars o^ 
the West, and the lords by whom they are ruled. 

LYI.— Sacceasion of Western Tartar Princes. 

The first lord of these Tartars was Sain, a yery great 
and poweiful king. He conquered Russia, Comania, Ala- 
nia, Lac, Mengiar, Zic, Gucia, and Gazaria. The inhab- 
itants had been alt Comanian ; but having no unity or con- 
nexion, lost their country, and were driven into various 
parts of the world, while those who remained became 
servants of this conqueror. After him reigned succes- 
sively Patu, Barka,Mungletemur,Totamongur,andToctai, 
the present sovereign.* Having thus recounted the kings 
of the Western Tartars, I will now describe a great battle 
fought between Alau« lord of the East, and Barka, lord of 
the West, with the occasion which led to it. 

LYII.— Dispute between Barka and Hookko. 

You must know that about the year 1261 there arose a 
great discord between these two monarchs. It was about 
a province on their respective frontier which each desired 
and would not yield, but resolved to seize it and see who 
would oppose him. Thereupon they declared war, sum- 
moned theif respective subjects, and made the greatest 
preparation almost ever known. I assure you, in six 
months each had assembled full 300,000 horsemen, well 
provided with every 'warlike implement. Alau, lord of 
the East, then set out with all his troops, and having rode 
many days, reached a wide plain between the Iron Gates 
and the Sea of Sarain. There he pitched his camp, 
which, I have heard, contained many rich tents, and made 
a splendid appearance. Being here oil the frontier, he re- 

* This list is tolerably correct, if we except a great error at the outset, 
hy which Sain and Patn (Baatu) are represented as distinct princes , 
"Whereas these are only diflferent names of the same great wamor, with 
whom our readers must now be pretty well acquainted. De Guignes, 
tome i. p. 387, calls him Batou Sain ; Aboulghazi, p. 195, Batu Sager. 
The appellations, however, are so strikingly dissimilar, that we cannot 
much wonder at their being considered applicable to different persons. 
De Guignes' list is as follows :— Batou Sain died in 12M ; Bereke, 1366 ; 
Tondan Mangou, 1387 ; TotUaboug<h 1391 ; Toghtagou (called by the 
BoMians Toctais), 1313. The subsequent names, with the usual yaria- 
tiona, agree with those of our author, except in the absence of Tolobuga , 
but be will ooine in oar way again, when we shall hare occasion tomafciB 
s curious observations respecting him. 
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4Mlved to wait and see if Barka would come. That prinoe 
having completed his preparations, and learned the ap- 
proach of his foe, without delay began his march. He rode 
on till he came to the great plain where his enemy was 
posted, and pitched his camp at ten miles' distance. I de- 
clare to you, it was fully as beautiful as that of Alau, 
filled with tents and pavilions of cloth of gold. His army, 
too, was more numerous, amounting, without a lie, to 
350,000 horsemen.* They rested two days in their tents, 
when Barka thus addressed his men : — ** Noble chiefs, you 
know how, since coming to the sovereignty, I haye loved 
you as brothers and sons ; you have accompanied me in 
many great battles, and aided in conquering much terri- 
tory. Alau, a great and powerful prince, proposes wrong- 
fully to fight against us ; but having the right on our side, 
we may confidently expect to conquer, especially since 
our army is more numerous. In this confidence, then, no- 
ble chiefs, and having come so far for battle, let us pre- 
pare in three days to engage, arranging so wisely, and 
displaying such valour, that our fame may spread over 
the world." He was then silent ; and we must now re- 
turn to his antagonist, who, when he heard of his adversa- 
ry's arrival with so great an army, assembled his principal 
men and said : — " Noble bretheren and friends, you have 
throughout all my life supported and aided me, enabling 
me to conquer in many battles ; nor indeed ever fighting 
one in which we were not victorious. We have come 
here to combat the great Barka, who indeed has as many 
and even more troops ; but ours are braver, and I feel con- 
fident of victory. I rejoice then, to hear by the spies that 
he is coming to give us battle in three days, and I ezpeot 
every one to be well prepared, with his accustomed bra- 
very, rather to die on the field of honour, than to sufl^er 
disgrace and discomfiture.*' 

LVIII.— Great Battle between them. 

On the appointed day Alau rose early, summoned his 
men to arms, and ranged them very skilfully in order of 

* These numbers are no donbt exaggerated ; bat this I appfrehend to 
be the case in all the histories of the middle ages, especially <tf the B«:«i. 
Hatithon represents Hochtai (Toctai), a suocessor of Barka, as ablefo 
hriag u^o the field 600,000 honeinea. 
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Mtle. He formed thirty squadrons, each containiof 
10,000 horsemen, making in all the number of 300,000, 
with able leaders and captains. By his order bis squad- 
rons then advanced at a moderate pace over the plain, till 
they arrived mid-way between the two camps, where they 
stopped and awaited the enemy. On the same morning, 
Barka similarly arranged his men, forming thirty- five 
squadrons of 10.000 each, with good officers and com- - 
manders. He then made his troops ride forward to with- 
in, half a mile of the enemy, when they halted, and again 
proceeded till the hosts, being within two bow-shots of 
each other, stopped and arrang:ed their squadrons. The 
plain was the largest and finest in all that country ; which, 
assuredly, was very necessary to afford a field of battle 
for such mighty armies amounting to 650,000 men. In- 
deed Alau and Barka were the most powerful princes in 
the world, and were near relations too,-~being both of 
the imperial lineage of Gengis Khan. 

The two great kings with all their troops being thus 
marshalled, impatiently waited for the naccar as a signal 
of battle. When it sounded, the armies rushed forward 
and discharged arrows against each other. The air was 
filled and the sky became invisible ; numbers of men and 
horses fell to the earth, which was covered with dead and 
dying. The arrows being exhausted, tl^ey struck dread- 
ful blows with swords and spears ; assuredly there had 
not for a long time been a battle in the world fought by 
such numerous armies. Alan most brave and powerfiid 
in arms showed himself this day worthy of ruling a king- 
dom and wearing a crown. He displayed signal prowess 
in his own person, and by his example infused extraordi- 
nary courage into his men. His achievements, indeed, 
astonished both friends and enemies ; he appeared, not a. 
iian, but thunder and tempest. Barka, too, fought most 
biavely, and made himself worthy of the admiration of 
the whole world ; but it was all in vain ; his men were 
eittier killed, or so overwhelmed and exhausted, that they 
^jnld endure no longer. When evening arrived, they fled 
with their utmost speed. The victor and his troops rap- 
jiUj pursued, and after commiting dreadful slaughter return- 
ed, threw aside their arms, and had their wounds wash- 
ed and dressed. They were, indeed, quite overpowered 
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and exhausted. The night was spent in repose, and next 
day he ordered all the dead bodies both of friends and en- 
emies to be burned. He then returned into his country 
with all the troops who survived the battle ; for I assure 
you, although he conquered, he had lost a vast number, yet 
still more had fallen on the opposite side.* Having told 
you thus of Alau and his victory, we shall go on to treat 
of a battle between the Tartars of the west. 

LIX.— Controreny between tke Twtar Prinoes, Toctai and Nogai. 

t You must know that in this quarter the great lord of 
the Tartars was named Mongutemur, and he was succeed- 

* This war is narrated in all the oriental historiei ; yet it must be 
confessed with yexy wide Tariations. D'Herbelot (voc. Abaka) and Da 
Guignes (tome iii. pp. 258,259) mention no hostilities till after HooUku 
had been succeeded by Abaga, who sent his son Schamat to Derbend 
against Barka. That prince is said to have gained a signal Tictcoy, 
wnich did not, however, prevent hia opponent from speedfly returning 
with an immense force ; but death put an end to his further proceedings. 
Tet these writers incidentally notice, that some years before Barka hui 
formed an alliance with Egypt, and carried on operations which had led 
to severe loeses on the side of Syria. Haithon of Armenia (Purchas, 
Tol. iii. p. 117), whose local position makes him a good authority, statea 
Hoolaku as personally engaged in a great battle against Barka. Mi*. 
Price relates a series of transactions conducted by that prince, who, after 
several encoontera near Schamaehie, on December I2iM, surprised and 
defeated Barka, who then retreated. The army puiaued ; but, through 
want of caution, allowed themselves to be in their turn surprised ; and, 
while retreating across the Terek, the ice broke and a number were 
^wned. But the date is 1264, three years later than our author^s. 
Now Price mentions that Barka commenced his iuvasioii in 1260, but 
that n6 steps were taken to check it till 1264 (Mohammedan History, 
vol. ii. p. 571). We cannot but think this very improbable, and that 
there mast be here a blank in wiental history, which, indeed, respect- 
ing all this series of events, is extremely defective. This would be suih • 
plied by the present narrative, which represents Hocdaku, as might be 
expected* marching immediately against the invader, and giving him so 
severe a repulse as might make him discontinue all operations till 1264^ 
when he might return vrith recruited strength. 

t The following chapters are found in the earl^ French versian. but 
not in any other printed one, nor in any manuscript to which we Iiave 
had access, except the Italian in the Museum. A question may there- 
fore be raised as to their genuineness. Besides, however, the high 
character of the edition, the style is exactly the same, though the state- 
ments are somewhat more loose and careless ; but, indeed, they haw 
been so during several preceding chapten. lie outline of the infor- 
matioiw is confirmed, as elsewhere, l^ good oriental authorities. We 
have pointed out the motives which led transcribers and translators to 
tiie system of abridgment by simple omission, and how these beoaoM 
always stronger as the work drew to its dose. The diffiBrent editioo«» 
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ed by Tolobnga, a very young man. Totamangu, a pow- 
erful chief, aided by a king named Nugai,* killed that 
prince and succeeded to the sovereignty. He died, how- 
ever, soon after, and in his room was elected Toctai, a 
very wise and able chief Meantime, two sons of the 
slain monarch having grown up to manhood, and being 
wise and prudent, assembled a large body of troops, and 
marched to the court of Toctai. They went and threw 
themselves on their knees before him, when he bid them 
welcome, and desired them to rise. The two youths 
then stood up, when the eldest began to speak thus : — 
** Noble sire, we come as sons of Totamangu, who was 
kiUed by Tolobuga and Nogai.t The former being dead, 

accordingly, haare been dropping off one after another ; and only the 
Crusca comes down to the present point. There is also an Italian MS. in 
the Roynl Library at Ptiris, which, from the list of names published by 
the Geographical Society (p. 552) appears to do so. The Italian MS. in 
the Museum, beisdes containing an abridged narratiye of the succeeding 
events, affords a strong corroboration of their having been included in 
the original narrative. 

* De Guignes gives an account of the rise of the dynasty of Nogai 
(whom he calls Nogaia), and from whom probably a numerous tribe tii . 
Tartars derive their appellation. Being employed with a strong force 
to keep in che<^ certain northern tribes, he threw off the yoke of his 
master, and haring married a natural daughter of the Emperor Michel 
Paleologus, assumed the title and rank of a sovereign. This author 
agrees in making him accessory to the murder of Tolobuga ; but he rep- 
resents Toctai, as his accomplice, and thereby placed on the throne, 
making Totamangu tiie predecessor of the murdered prince. On this 
subject, however, see the next note. That Toctai might become the 
bitter enemy of the person who had raised him to the throne is not with- 
out example in the annals of ambition ; yet our author's account seems 
the more probable one. The two princes could never have come to so- 
licit redress for their father's death from him who was its chief author. 
De Guignes, it is true, has no such incident ; but there seems diflScultj 
in supposing it to be a complete fiction. 

1 1 am obliged to notice here a gross inconsistency in the French text. 
Before, it was Totamangu who killed Tolobuga ; now it is the reverse ; 
and this second version is carried through the whole succeeding narra- 
tive. According to it, the order of the sovereigns will agree with De 
Gnignes, who places Totamangu first ; and as this order is given in two 
difiment ports of his work, drawn from difforent authorities, it is prob- 
ably correct (vol. i. p. 287 ; tome iii. pp. 346, 347). The transition in 
the original is curiously made : — " Ohr avint qe endementier deus fUz 
de Tolobuga qe ocds avoit est^, forent cren et estoient homes qe bien 
poaient pewter annes. II estdent sajes e provens : oesti deus freres, ee 
fwreiU Ut filt dB Totamangu." I cannot but suspect that this is a 
rough way of adknowledging his error and taking up the real state of 
the case. The Museum MS. indeed carries out through the whole the 
first statement of Tolobuga as the murdered prince, and his sons as 

Dd 
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we can aay nothing ; bat we seek vengeance on Nogai, 
and pray that you, as his rightful lord, make him appear 
and account for the death of our father." The youth was 
then silent, and Toctai, feeling that he had spoken trutht 
replied,—** My noble friend, I will willingly do what you 
ask." He then sent two messengers with this injunc- 
tion to Nogai, who laughed at it, and positively refused to 
come. They rode back and reported this answer, when 
their master, much enraged, said in the hearing of all 
around him, — '* If God aid me, either Nogai shall obey 
my mandate, or I will march with all my men to destroy 
him." He then sent two other messengers, who rode to 
the court of the Tartar, presented themselves, and saluted 
him. He bid them welcome, when one of them said, — 
*' Noble sire, Toctai gives warning, that unless you come 
to his court to account for your conduct to the sons of 
Totamangu, he will march against you with all his people, 
and do you aU the injury in his power ; therefore be care* 
ful^what you do in this business, and what message you 
send." The other wrathfulty replied,r^** Gentlemen, re- 
turn to your lord, and tell him from jne, that I little dread 
the threatened war, and am ready to come and meet him 
half-way. " The messengers, on hearing this speech, 
without delay set out, and rode till they came to their 
master, and told him all that Nogai had said. Seeing 
that war was inevitable, he immediately sent his messen- 
gers to all his subjects, and summoned them to prepare 
and march against his adversary. And what shall I say 1 
He assembled the greatest armament in the world.— 
When the Tartar prince heard this, he also made great 
preparations ; but his people being less numerous, he 
could not assemble an equal army ; however it was rery 
powerful. 

•eekiiig redresa. The Freneli, however, k undoobledly the aariiett 
venion, and the Italian tranacriber, on seainr the diacrepancy, might 
naturally seek to remore it by oontiaaing the mat atatement, suppoainf 
it the moat correct. There appears reason to think that the contrary ia 
the tmth ; an opinion which seema farther confirmed by De Gaignaa' 
report (tome iti. pp> 346, 347), that Tolobnga had nearly uaarped the 
auvreme power even in the litotime of Tatamanra, who, unable to can- 
trol his turbulent chiefs, resided the crown. Thia ia not very far firaaa 
the atatement of Marco ; for in auch a aociety, the abdication of a mm^ 
•idi and hia death wan MC Ukaly to be vaiy diMMl. 
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When Toctai was fally ready to take the field, he set 
oat leading with him, J assure you, two hundred thousand 
horsemen. He rode on to the large and heautiful plain 
of Nerghi, and there pitched his camp. Hither also came 
the two sons of Totamangu, with a noble company of men, 
to ayenge the death of their father. Now let us turn to 
Nogai, who on learning his approach set out with all his 
troops, and, without doubt, they were upwards of 1&0,000 
horsemen, ail good and valiant, better men at arms than 
those of the enemy. Two days after, he arrived and pitch- 
ed his camp at ten miles distance. On both sides were 
seen very rich tents and pavilions of cloth of gold, fully 
displaying the wealth of these kings. They then waited 
a short time on the plain for refreshment and repose. 

LX.— Groat Battle. 
Toctai now assembled his pec^e, and spoke as fol- 
lows : — " My lords, we have come to fight King Nogai, 
and with great reason, since all this feud and enmity have 
arisen firom his not coming to account for his conduct to 
the sons of Totamangu. Since then his behaviour is thus 
unreasonable, we must feel good courage and hope of 
conquest ; and I earnestly p^ray that each man be valiant, 
and strive to carry destruction and death among the ene- 
my." The other, too, thus addressed his men : — '' Noble 
friends and brethren, you know how many great and hard 
battles we have gained, and against better men than now 
oppose us; therefore you may feel assured of victory. 
Besides, we are fully in the right, and he in the wrong ; 
for, as you know well, he is not my lord, nor entitled to 
call me to his court to give an account to others. I say 
no more, but pray every one to perform suoh exploits, 
that the whole world may admire them, and your name 
may always strike terror.*' The two kings having thus 
spoken made no delay in forming their order of battle. 
The first drew out twenty squadrons, and his enemy M- 
teen, of 10,000 men each, with good captains and conduo- 
tors. Having rode on to within bow-shots and the naccar 
having sounded, they rushed forward and discharged their 
arrows, when many horses and riders fell dead, loud cries 
atose, and tears were shed. Afterwards they all advanced 
with sword and spear ; hands, heads, and arms were cut 
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off; knights feU dead and wounded to the earth ; the 
cries, noise, and clashing of anns would have drowned 
the loudest thunder. Never almost was there a battle in 
which such numbers fell ; but the greater loss was on the 
side of Toctai; for his adversary had better men-at-arms. 
The two sons of Totamangu displayed great prowess, 8tri> 
Ting to the utmost to avenge the death of their father ; but 
it was in vain. The battle, in short, was most bloody 
and dreadfhl ; many who in the morning were alive and 
vigorous, during the day fell slain, and many happy 
wives were made widows. Toctai strove with all his 
might to support his people and his honour, and displayed 
indeed a prowess worthy to be praised by the whole world. 
He rushed amid the enemy like one that cared nothing 
for life or death, striking to right and left, rescuing his 
people when seized or taken. He did much injury that 
day both to enemies and friends ; of the one he kiUed a 
vast number, and the other, from his example, derived 
boldness to push against their foe, and thus met instant 
death. Nogai, on his side equally acted the hero ; he 
rushed among the enemy as the lion does among other wild 
beasts, casting down and killing all whom he encountered. 
He threw himself among the thickest of the foe, and all 
fled before him like weak and timid animals. His troops 
emulated his valour ; but why make a long story 1 The 
people of Toctai did every thing possible to support their 
honour, though in vain, for they had too good and stout 
men to deal with. They had suffered so much as to 
make it evident that if they remained they would all per- 
ish. They therefore took to flight as quickly as they 
could, the victor with his troops pursuing and kiUing them 
in great numbers. Thus have you heard how Nogai 
gained the battle,* and be assured there died in it 60,000 

* De Om^BM relates the events ci this war, but, as already observed, 
Ke does not introduce the two princes, sons of Totanwngu or TolobngA, 
but represents Toctai as impelled merely by jealousy of his neighbour 
or vassal, and a determination to humble hinu There is still a more 
serious discrepancy ; for, instead of representing' Nogai as victorious, 
lie reports him as defeated and killed. Yet it is remarkable, that in an- 
other part of his work he mentions him, on the authority of Abulfeda, 
*■ "*^*Pf lived many years after, and died only in 1299. He notices 
'"™*t . '"® '•nation of the two accounts, but does not seem able to say 
vrhJch IS right. We confess ourselves equally at a loss ; but it would 
be hard to decide against our author on such vaiying authority 
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men ; but the other king escaped, as well as the two sons 
of Totanuinga. 

LXI.— ConclQdon. 

Ton have now been infonned of all the actions of the 
Tartars and Saracens, of their customs, and of other 
countries throughout the world, so far as they could be 
searched out and discovered. We have only declined 
saying any thing of the Black Sea and the surrounding 
provinces, although we fully explored them, because it 
would seemingly have been useless, and a repetition of 
what others relate every day. The Venetians, the Ge- 
noese, the Pisans, and many other nations, are continu- 
ally navigating it so that every one knows the bordering 
countries. You have been informed in a chapter at 
the beginning, of our departure from the great khan, and 
the trouble and solicitation which Maffio, Nicolo, and 
Marco had in obtaining his permission. You have learned 
also the accident whereby it was procured, without which 
we should have found it very difficult to return into our 
country. But I believe it was the pleasure of God. that 
they might have known the great things that are in the 
world, and, as formerly declared in the preface, there 
never was a man, either Christian or Saracen, or Tartar 
or Pagan, who explored so much of the world as did 
Marco, the son of Nicolo Polo, that noble and great citizen 
of Venice.* Deo Gratias. Amen, Amen. 

* This eonclading^ address is giyen by Count Boni from the Crnsca and 
Pucci editions, where alone it occurs, and with some Tariation of lan- 
guage. Considering how the other editions hare dropped off befoM 
' coming to this point, we cannot wonder at its absence in any of them 
except the French, which stops abruptly at the close ot the preceding 
chapter. This circumstance, though diflScult to account for, seems in- 
•ufficient to make us reject a passage supported by two such valuable 
editions. We may observe a curious chanve in the last sentence, from 
ihe first to the third person. This, I apprehend, arises from Rusticians. 
first writing as an amanuensis, then beginning in his own person, whea 
he pronounces a panegyric upon Marco, which would not have- cqiim 
very gracefully from the traveller himself. 
Dd2 
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ABA8CIA tAbywinia), kingdom of, 
p. 385. The inhabitants canveit- 
6d hj St. Thomas, 386. Its king 
defeats the rnler of Adel (Aden), 
S87. Productions of the country, 
387. 

Ahraiamain (Bramins), order of, 
358. 367-370. 

Achalech-Manji, province of, 136. 

Achmac, chief minister of Kublai, 
his wicked administration, 106- 
110. Is slain by Vanku and 
Chenku, 109. 

Acomat, the Saracen, contends for 
the Persian empire, 308. His 
battle with Argon, 301. Is seized 
and slain, 303. 

Acre, a city of Palestine, 88-89. 

Adam's peak, a mountain of Cey- 
Ion, 355. 

Aden (Adel), a kingdom and city 
of Eastern Africa, 880. Is in- 
vaded by the King of Abascia, 
287. 

Aden, a city and kingdom of Ara- 
bia, 288. Inhabited by Saracens, 
lb. A great seat of Indian com- 
merce, ib. Its sultan assists 
Saladin in the siege of Acre, 380. 

Alaodin, the Old Man of the Moun- 
tain, 200. His garden afid cas- 
tle, 300, SOL How he trained and 
employed his assasins, 301. His 
death, 203. 

Alau, or Hoolaku, ruler of Eastern 
TMTtary, sends ambassadors to 
the great khan (Mangou), 86. 
Makes war with Barlut, whom 
he defeats, 85, 310, 313. Captures 
Bagdad and subverts the cali- 
phate, 78, 85, 86, 186. Takes 
and puts to death the Old Man of 



the MouBtain, 303. Is succeeded 

by Abaga, 397. 
Altai Mountains, where Gengis 

and his descendants are interred. 

387, 331. 
Amu (Bamoo), province of, 150. 
Angaman (Andaman) Islands, 353, 

Ararat, a celebrated jnoontain of 
Armenia, 183. 

Argiron (Erzeronm), a dty of Ar- 
menia, 183. 

Argon, lord of the East, 91. His 
battle with Barak, 897. Con- 
tends with Acomat for the Per- 
sian empire, 898. Is defeated 
and taken prisoner, 301. His 
rescue, 308, and death, 304. 

Armenia the Greater, 183, 183. 

Armenia the Lesser, 181. Is sub- 
ject to the Tartars, ib. 

Aiadnga, a city of Armenia the 
Greater, 183. 

AsceUn, or Anselm, a Dominican 
friar, his mission to the Tartars, 
then encamped in Persia, 53. 
Reception by Baiothnoy the Tar^ 
tar chief, 53. His dismissal, 56. 

Astrologers and soothsayers, 137. 



Baatu, a Tartar chief, 41, 57. His 
court, 63. 

Badascia (Badakshan), province of, 
15, 304. Abounds m precious 
stones, 805, 306. Its chiefs, the 
descendants from Alexander the 
Great, 306 Lapis lazuli mines, 
306. 

Ba^ad. See Baldach. 

Baiothnoy, a Tartar chief, 54. His 
letter sent by Asuelin to the 
Pope, 56. 
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Bakai, priests of Boodh, their en- 
chantments and idol worship, 
190. 

Baku, a city of Persia, aboonds in 
naphtha, 183, 101. 

Baldach (Ba|r<l«I). city of, its tM- 
tare bj Hoolaku, 85, 185. Its 
rich cloths and great wealth, 186. 
Treisnres of its caHph, ib. 

Balk (Balkh), city of, 903. Its de- 
cay, ib. 

Bangala (Bengal), province of, 149. 

Banga (Eastern Siberia), eonntry 
of, 931, 839. 

Barkakhan,85. Defeated by Alan, 
ib. 

Barons, twelTe great, appointed by 
Knblai, governors of provinces, 

(Bossora), city, 185. 



^ 



vyvn, Kublai's general, conqnen 
King Facfar, 157. Captures Cin- 
ffhin-gui, 164. 

Belor (fieloor), a moantatn nnge, 
910. 

Bokhara, city of, 80. 

Boni, Coant Baldelli, editor of two 
Italian yersions of thii Travels, 
19, 99, 94, 90, 97, 81, 110, 110^ 
199, 193. 

Boodhism in Central Asia, 918. 
Extensively dillhsed through Ja* 
pan, 949. 

British Musenm, MSS. of the Tra- 
vels in, 93, S3. 

Brins river, 140. 

Bulgaria, a coontry <m the Volga, 

Boroes, Sir Alexander, 18, 990. 



Ca-idan-fa (Tong-tcheoa), dty of, 
134. 

Ca-cian-fa (Ho-kien-fon), a city of 
Cathay, 153. 

Cai-gni ^Qaa-tcheon), ci^ of 103. 

Cail or Keel, a city of Sonthem 
India, 971. The king possesses 
great treasures, ib. 

C^-ian, a city of Tsngut, Central 
Asia 934 

Calatu (Kalhat), a city at the en- 
trance of the Persian Gulf, 991. 

Camandn, a city of Penia, IM. 



Cambain (CandMj), » Imgdom of 

Western India, 977. , 
Caohgin (KiangHshan-fni), city id, 

Canpicion (Kaa-tcheon), capital of 
the prorinoe of Tkngnt, 991. 

Caraian, prorince of, i41. 

Carpini, a ^anciscan friar, hi* 
mission to Cuyn^ (Kuyak)Khany 
43. Reaches Kiev, 45. Arrive* 
at a Tartar court, 46. His rs* 
ception at the court of Cuyn6, 06^ 
61. Departure «id return, 53. 

Casan or Ghasan, his contest with 
Baidu, 304. Assumed the sote- 
rsignty of Persia, 305. 

Cascar (Cashsar), province and 
city of, 15, 911. 

Cathay or Kataia,BOFthem China. 
106, 108, 198, 131. Cilyof 
Cathay or Kambnlu (Pe-king), 

Caya-fu, a famous castle, 139. 

Chanda, a city of Tbrtary, 336. — 
See Shandu. 

Charlemagne, in his xeign, Ger- 
many emerged from barbarisni^ 
37. 

Chaym (Kao-yeou), a large city^ 

Chen-gui ( Yen^toheou-fou ) , city of 

176. 
China, its greatness and civilian- 

tion, 18. Religion and Customs of 

the Chineee, 198. 
Chinese empire, unknown to Euro- 

peams before Polo's travels, 15» 

Chinese navigation to India, 338. 

Chisi (Kiahm), an island in the 
Persian Gulf, 185, 103. 

Ciagmtai or Zagatai. one of the sona 
cf Gengis, IttSk Becomes a con- 
vert to Christianity, 313. 

Cianba (Tbiompa), a country be- 
tween Cochin China and Caift- 
boia, 344. KuUai sends an ex- 
pedition thither, ib. 

Cnm-cian (Kiu-tcbeon), a town on 
a mountain, 176. 

Cianginor, imperial palace at, ISl. 

Cian-gli (Te-tcheon), city of, 154. 

Cian-glu (Tsan-tcheou), dty af» 
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Ciarciaa (Kanuilielir), a provinoe 

ofTartarv, 215. t 
Cm-grfaiaik-ni (Tchin-kiang^foa}, 

city of, 163. 
Cin-ghin-g-ui (Tchan^iclieoa-foa} 

a great and noble city, 164. 
Cin-gai (Snt-zi-hien), city of, 155. 
# Another city of the tame name. 

159. 
Clemenfu (Tai-^en-foo), a rich 

and powerful city, 90. 
Clement IV., Pope, death of, 88. 
Gobi or Shamo, great desert of, 215, 

216. 
Cobinam (Khubees), city of, 199. 
Coilac, city of, 65. 
Coilon, a kingdom of India, 272, 

273. 
C(«iari, a country of Southern In- 
dia around Cape Comorin, 273. 
Conci, king of Touran, 305. 
Condi-fa (Tsi-nan-fou), city of, 

Connofl (Onnus),a dty and island 
in the Perman Gulf, 196,197, 196. 

] A great emporium of Indian 
commerce, 197. Extreme vio- 
lence of the heal, 198. Invaded 

' hy the King of Creman (Carma- 
ua), 198. 

Corrino, a Minorite friar, created 
Archbishop of Kambalu, 30. 

Cotan (Khoten), province of, 213. 

Couriers of the great khan, 123. 

Creman (Carmania), kingdom of, 
193. Its productions and manu- 
factures, ib. City of Creman 
(Kerman), 193, 194. 

Cruaca MS, of the Travels, 31. 

Cun-chin, province of. 135. 

Cuyn^ (Knyuk), khan, 47. Elect- 
ed Emperor, 49. His letter to the 
Pope, 53. His death, 57. 

Cyn-gai» provinoe of, 151. 

D. 

IHnddlo, Andrea, Doge of Venice, 
79. His fleet defeated by the 
Genoese, 81. 

De Guignes, 110. 

Dogs, hunting* 115. 

Dominican friars ; their mission to 
Persia, 43. Commence their 
jonrney, 53. Their reception by 



Baioihnqy, 54: and dismissal, 

Dor, king, story respecting, 133 
Carried a prisoner to Prester 
John, 133. Is restored to his kinf 
dom, 134. 

Dufiur or D<tfar, a seapmt of Ara 
bia, 290. 

Du Halde*s estimate of the reve- 
nues of China, 18. 



Egrigaia (Ninghia), a provinoe (tf 
Tangut, 234. 

Eighurs, a Turkish tribe, 39, 103, 
217. 

Elephants used in hunting excur- 
sions, 117. 

Eli or Dely, a kingdom of India, 
274. 

Eiginul a kingdom and city of Tan- 
gut, 232, 233. 

Escier (Shaher), a city of Arabia, 
289. 

Euphrates river, 164. 

Europeans, excluded from China 
and the interior regions of Asia, 
13. 

Eziua, a city of Tangut, 223. 

P. 

Facfur, king of Manji, or Southern 
China, ISiS. Conquered by Ku- 
blai, 157. Bounty to his subjects, 
ib. 

Falconry in China, 116. 

Festivals, magnificence of Tartar 
and Chinese, 110-114. 

Fire worshippers (Guebres) in 
Persia, 190. 

Fo-kien, province of, uncivilized 
tribes in, 177. 

Frampton, John, his English trans- 
lation of Marco Polo, 34. 

French Geographical Society, edi- 
tions of the Travels published by, 
23. 

Fu-gui or Concha, kin^om of, 177. 
T%e capital, Fu-gui (Fou-tche- 
ou fou), a place of extensive 
trade, 178. 



Gan-Ai (Ning-po/, a fine seapoit 
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ftnd eluer aaitt of fanign tnd*, 
167. 

Gani or Pariahs of Soothoiu India, 
961,962. 

Gongis, the first khan ot th* Tar^ 
tars, S34. His battle with Pres- 
t«r John (Unchan orOuang), 40, 
j SS5, 336. His conquests, 40, 41, 
and death, 41, 3S6. His succes- 
sors, S26, 837. 

Oeographical Societyof Paris, edi- 
tions of Marco Polo publ^hed by, 
83. Superiority to prsTioua 
ones, 94. 

Geo-gui or Gin-gui (Tsa-toheouV, 
city of, 131, J 53. 

(Georgia, kingdom of, subject to the 
Tartars, 183. Account of its 
people and pradnctious, 183, 184. 

Ginghitttalas (Barkoul), a prorinoe 
of Taagnt,890. 

Golconda, in India, diamond mines 
of, 964, 965. 

Gozurat, a kingdom of India, vo&r 
mous for pirates, 97B. 

Great vvall of China, 9Dl 

Gregory X., Pope, ^. 

B. 

Hoang-ho, a rirer of China, 15 

See Kara-moran. 
Hoolaku.— See Alan. 
Horsburgh, Mr., on the narigation 

of the Indian Oeean, 947. 
Huns invade Europe, 38. 



Iconium, (iapital of Asia Minor,.73. 
Innocent IV., Pope, his letter to 

the Khan of the Tartars, 43. 
Islands of the Oriental Archipelago, 

343. 
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Japan expedition or Kublai agaiiist, 
16. — See Zipsngn. 

Java, island of, 99, 945. 

Jaya, Little (Sumatra), 9(7. King- 
doms of, 347-9S3. 

Jomard, M., 37. 



Kaidu, a powerful chief of Turke»> 



tan, 993. Rebels i«ttrast Kublsi, 

96, 99. His battles and innuion 

of Karakomro, 393, 994. His 

death, 395. Exploits of bia 

daughter Aigiarm, 895-9S7. 
Kain-du, prorinoe of, 139. 
Kambala (IVking), capital of 

China, 99. Description of the 

pahice, 103, 104 ; of the city, 105.. 

Its sttbartis. 105, 106. Astrolo- 

gexB in, 187. 
Kamul (Khamil of Hamil), city 

and province of, 919. 
Kan^gu, province of, 149. 
Karakorum, capital of the Mongols^ 

39, 69, 933. 
Karannoran (Hoang-ho), a great 

river of China, 134, 156^ li». 
Karazaa, province and ei^ of, 149L 

Its great snakes and serpento, ib. 

Wicked cuatom of the inhidii* 

taata, 143. 
Kardandan, provinee o<^ 143. M»^ 

gidans, 144^ I45w 
Kataia.— ^ee Cathay. 
Kesimur (Cashmere), a prorinee of 

Northern India, 90& 
Kesmaeoran (Mekran), a kingdom 

to the west of the Indus, 978. 
Khoten, a city of Turkeotan, 15. 
Kiev, the aneient capital of Russia, 

Kin-sai or Quin-sai (Bang^tcheon* 
fott), capital of Maoji, 157, 16JL 
Its »ztent and population, 165^ 
106. Lake, 166, 179. Baths, !«?; 
170. Palaces, 166, 168, 173. 
Squares and market-places, 160. 
Bouses, ib. Revenues, 175. 

Kirghiz tnbe, roam over th» 
wilds of Tartary,aia 

Klaproth, M., 97, 30. 

Kogatai, a Tartar officer, N6-. 

Koi-gaU'ZU (Hoai-ngan-fou), a city 
of Manii, 158. 

Kolou, or ceiemony of prostratiau 
113. 

KubUi Khaa, makes tibe oonquest 
of China, 78. His reeeptiua of 
Nicolo and Maffio Polo, 86. His 
power and magnificence, SiSL 
War with Nayan and Kaido^ 95- 

98. Favour tor the Christians, 

99. Opiuou of the ChristisA 
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RaligioD, 99, 100. Rew»rd8 to 
Mb jKMien, 101. His penun, 
wives, fcc., 108. Guards, 110. 
Magnificence of his festivals, 110. 
Hunting ezneditioos, 114, 115. 
Number and extent of Us tents, 
117. His wealth, 131. His gov- 
ernoTB of provinces, 133. Cour- 
iers, lb. Bountjf to his subjects, 
135. His death; 84. 

Kurds, inhabitants of the 
tains of Mosul, 185. 

Xnyak Khao,— See Cuya^ 



t4aias (Aias), a city of Anneiiia 

the Lesser, 88, 80, 181. 
Lar, a province of India, 387. 
Lin-gui, ci^ of, 155^ 
Lions, trained to hnnl, 115. 
Litan rebels against KaUai,aBd is 

slain, 154. 
Lochac(Camboii^, province oC 346. 
Lop, city, desert, and lake of, 315. 
Lonist St., king of France, receives 

an embassy from the Tartars, 57. 

Sends William de Rubraqius on 

amissioD, 56. 



) in the soath of 
India, 85^. The gvlf lietween it 
and Ceylon, rich in pearls, 358. 
Its Hindoo customs and super- 
stitions, 359, 303. Manners and 
social condition of the inhabi- 
tants, 863, 364. 

Madagascar, first mentioned by 
Polo, 16. The rale* a bird of, 10. 
The island described, 381, 383. 

Ifailla's translatioa of the Chinese 
History, 110. 

Malacca, peninsula of, 846. 

Male andFemale Islands so called. 
379. 

Mangalu, son of Kublai, 135. 

Mangon, grandson of Genns, 41. 
Chosen great khan, 57. His re- 
ception of Rttbruquis, 67, 73. 
Supeistitions of his court, 60. 
Desolates Thibet, 137. 

Manji, great province of, 131, 156 
Conquered by Bayam, 165. Con- 
«iat»of BiMkingdMii, 167. Ita 



riches, ib. Attrologen, 168. Ctv 
touts, ib. 

Marsden, Mr, patnm. 

Martini, his descripticm of the Chi- 
nese empire, 14, 90. 

Masnlipatam, a province of India, 
364. 

Melibar (Malabar), a kingdom of 
Southern India, 374. 

Mien, king of, defeated by the Tar* 
tars, 14R, 147. Province and 
city of Mien, 147>140. 

Money of the great khan, 181, 138. 

Mongol Emperors, invite foreign^ 
evB to their courts, 30. 

Mongols in Central and Eastern 
Asia, 37. Invade Europe under 
Attila,3a 

Mosul, kingdom of, 183. Inhabited 
by various races, 164. An em- 
porium for the commerce of Cen- 
tral Asia, ib. 

Musk animal described, 333, 334. 

N. 

Nan-ghin (Nan-king), great city 
of, 160. 

Nayan, his rebellion against Kn* 
blai, 06. Hia defeat and death, 
98. 

Necnveran (Nioobar), Islands, 853. 

Nescardin, Knblai*s general, de- 
feats the King of Mien, 146. 

Nestorian Christians and Jacobites 
67, 66, 14), 185, 188, 311, 313, 

Nogodar, king of Reobarie, 105. 
His predatory expedition, and ia- 
of India, 106. 



Okkoday Khan, his invaaioaof Eu- 
rope, 41. His death, 43. 

Old Man of the Monntaia. Sea 
Alaodin. 

Onang Khan, or Prester John, 99. 
His death, 40. 

Oxus river, 909. 



Pamier (Pamir), a lofty tabiv-laad, 

209.211. 
Parris, M, editor of Um Fnafih 

ChtmadM^Sft. 
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PMcia (Peshftwer), ptofism oC; 
807. . , 

pAQ-chTm (Pto-yng-diiea), city of, 
158. 

Pein (B»i), prorince of, 814. 

Po-king, city at, 105. Soe Kam- 
baltt. 

Pentam (Binteag), tni»l«iidin the 
Straits of Malacca, 247. 

Peiaia, provinca of, 190. Nombar 
of kinctJoDisimlOl. ExceHenea 
of itshoTMS, 19S. 

Pi-mn-fu (Pin-yang-fott), city of, 
18S. 

Pin-gtii (Pi-tckeoa), city of; 155. 

Pipino his Latin Tranalatiou of the 
Trayela, 83, 38. 

Polo, Nicolo ax)4 Maffio, their |^mg 
randence in China, 80. Jonmey 
into the East and reception by 
Barka Kbaa, 85. ArriTal at the 
court of Kablu, 86. Sent back 
on an embassy to the Pone, 87. 
Their arrival at Venice, 88. Re- 
turn to China, 89. Final depart 
tore and anriTal at Venice, 98- 
94. 

Polo, Marco, trayels of, authentici- 
ty of the work, 18. General cor- 
rectness of the narratiye, 14-10. 
Confirmed by recent trayellera, 
88. Obserrations on the manu- 
scripts and editions of, 23-35. 
The author taken prisoner by the 
Genoese, 81. Regains his liberty, 
88. Accompanies his father and 
uncle to China, 89. Is employed 
in embassies by Kublai, 91. His 
journey in China, 180. Is gov- 
ernor of Yan-gui (Yang-tcheott- 
fott), 100. 
Pope of Rome, his paramount in- 

fluenoa in Europe, 43, 43. 
Prester John.—See Ouaog Khan. 
Pulisangan river, 130. 
Purchas in his Pilgrims uses Ra- 
music's edition of Marco Polo's 
Travels, 83. 



Q^J-^SJ"^ (Kien-ning-fou), dty 
of, 177. 

QttjnjJ»tt-fti (8i-ngan-fou), city 



Quin-sai,city o^ 18, 19.~Sae Knr 



R. 

Ramusio's collection of Voyage* 
and Travels, 23, 27. Followed 
by Marsden, 27. Interpolated 
passages, 27, 31, 93, 119. 

Reobarle, a province of Persia, 194. 
lu people and productiona, 194, 
195. 

Rhinoceroa of Sumatra, 849. 

Rubruquis, William de, his mia- 
siou to the Tartars, 58. Joui^ 
nay through the Crimea, 59. 
Visit to Scacatai, a Tartar chief, 
60. His description of Comania 
and Russia, 60, 61. Arrival at 
the camp of Sartaeh, 61. Pro- 
ceeds to the court of Baatu, 
63. Journey through Tartary, 
64-66. Arrival at the court, and 
audience of the great khan, 66. 
Conference with the imperial 
secretaries, 71. His departure, 
78. Journey homewards, 73. 

Russia, description of, 308. 

Rusticians, the prison companion 
of Maieo Polo, 85, 88, 83, 84. 



Saochion (Cha-tcheon), city of, 

817. 
St. Thomas, legends respecting, 

366. 
Salt, mountains of, 304. 
Samarcan (Samarcand), great and 

noble city of, 211, 212. 
Sapurgan (Shibbergann), city of, 

Saracens, their wicked principle, 
109, 187. Hatred of the Chris- 
tians, 188, 189. 

Sartaeh, a Tartar chief, 58. 

Sava, the city of the three magi, 
in Persia, 190. 

Sa-yan-fa (Siang-yang^fou), city 
of, 160. 

Scassem (Koondooz), province and^ 
city of, 804. 

Scotra (Socotra) ide of, 880, 881. 

Scythians, their early invasions of 
southern regions, 36, 37. 

Seilan (Ceylon), island of, 854, 857. 
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f Abounds in precious stones, S55. 
• Origin of Boodhism in, 255, 256. 
Semenat (Sumnant), a kingdom of 

India, 278. 
Sergamon Borcam, story of, 855, 

256,257. 
Shamani8in,wideljdiffu8edthroagh 

Eastern Asia, 65, 76, 231. 
Shamo.— See Gobi. 
Shandn, imperial palace of; in Tar- 

tary, 108, 118. 
Si-fan, a people of Thibet, 139. 
Sin-din-fu (Tching-tou-fou), prov- 
ince and city of; 136, 153. 
Sin-gni (Tsi-ning-tcheou), city of, 

154. 
Sin-gtti, a city on the Kiang (Yang- 

tse-kiang), 162. 
Sin-gui (Sou-tcheoa-fou), a great 

and noble city, 164. 
Sinogol (Soui-tcheon), city of^ 151, 

Sirocco, or simoom of the East, 

fatal effects of, 198. 
Sismondi, M., 18. 
Sondur and Condur (Palo Condore, 

&c.), islands on the coast of 

Camboia, 245. 
Succiur (Sou-tcheou^, a city in 

the north-west of China, 221. 
Sumatra, island of, 16. See Jaya, 

Little. 
Suttee, preTalence of in Malabar, 

S61. 

T. 

Tai-kan (Khoolloom),castle of, 204. 

Tai-in-fu (Tai-yuen-fou), kingdom 
and city of, 131. 

Tam*pin-gxii, city of, 175. 

Tana (Bombay), a kingdom of In- 
dia, 277. 

Tangut, province of, 217, 218. 

Tartars driven out of China, 13. 
Their invasions, 15, 36. Con- 
quests under Gengis and Okko- 
day, 41. Government, 74. Do- 
mestic condition, 75, 76. Re- 
ligion, customs, and manners, 77, 
S2iB, 231. Military system, 77, 
78. Computation of time, 128. 
Their wars, and the order of 
their armies, 230-232. 

Ee 



Tea, not mentioned expressly by 
name, 20, 127. 

Teflis, a city of Armenia, IS^ 

Temugin, &han of th»^reat Mon- 
gols, 39. Chang^ his name to 
Gengis, 41.— See Gengis. 

Temar, grandson and successor of 
Kublai, 103, 105. 

Tenduc, a province of Eastern Tar- 
tary,235. The chief seat of Prea- 
ter John, 236. Called Gog and 
Magoff, ib. 

Tents of the great khan, 117. 

Thibet, the chief seat of Boodhism, 
138, 139. 

Tholoman (part of Yun-nan), prov- 
ince of, 151. ' 

Ti-min-gui (King-te-cMng), porce- 
lain manufactures of, 180. 

Tin-gui, city of, 159. 

Toc-tai,hi8 controversy with Nogai, 
312, by whom he is defeated in 
a great battle, 316, 317. 

Tonocain (Daumghaun), provincie 
of, 200, 201. 

Toris (Tauris or Tabreez), a cele- 
brated city of Persia, 187. 

Travellers, early, their credulity, 
17. 

Turcomania, races of men inhabi- 
ting, 182. Subject to the East- 
em Tartars, ib. 

Turkestan, a country of Central 
Asia, inhabited by the Turks, 37, 
293. 

U. 
Ughim, city of, 165. 
Un-gui (Kia-hing), city of, 165. 
Un-<iuem (Ming-tsing), citj of 

178. 
Ural river, 65. 



Venice a powerful state, 79. 
Yociam, city of, 162. Kingdom d, 

145. 
Yokhan(Wakhan),province of,209 
Volga river, 61, 63. 

W. 

Waldshut, battle of, 42. 
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Yaei (Chiaki), a city of Thibet, 

141, 143. 
TaoflT't'A-ItiBnft ^ Kiuig, a gnat 

mer of China, 16» 163. 
Tan-foi (Yaiig>tcheoa-loa),cit7of, 

which Marco Polo goyenied,160. 
Yarcan (Yarciind},proTinco o^ 313. 
Yarcnnd, dty of, lo. 
YaMii (Yeid), a city of Paiaia, 103. 



Z. 

Zai-tim (Amoy), a boUa post, 

17». 
Zanghibar (Zaagaebor), a coontry 

on the eaetem coeat a£ Africa, 

383. 
Zipangn (Japan), inTasion of by 

Knblai, how fniatrated, 341,943. 

Idolatry and croelty of the in* 

hahitaata^ 343. 



THB END. 
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